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European Democrat Students (EDS) is a pan-European centre-right student and youth political association, and the 
offi  cial student organisation of the European People’s Party, the political family that has shaped Europe since decades.  
Presently, EDS unites 41 member organisations from across Europe and its neighbourhood.
 
EDS is a fi rm advocate for entrepreneurship, e-learning, student mobility, and raises its voice on any issues aff ecting 
Higher Education. Moreover, during its Council Meetings, EDS develops policies on Human Rights and European aff airs 
which are subsequently promoted with the EPP and other policy-making stakeholders. EDS is committed to building 
strong and mutually benefi cial relations with the Eastern Partnership countries.
 
EDS is a full member of the European Youth Forum and the Robert Schuman Institute and enjoys a participatory status 
on the Council of Europe dating back to the early days of the organisation. EDS has a central offi  ce in Brussels and the 
leadership of the association is provided by the Executive Bureau, consisting of the Chair, the Secretary-General and 
eight Vice-Chairs.
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European Democrat Students is full member of the European Youth Forum(EYF), which consists of 99 National Youth 
Councils and Non-Governmental Organisations. Also political youth organisations, respectively; Youth of the Euro-
peans People´s Party (YEPP), Democrat Youth Community of Europe (DEMYC), EDS, Liberals European Movement 
of Youth Cooperation (LEMYC), the Greens, ISYO, European Cooperation of Socialist Youth (ECOSY) and the Young 
Federalists (JEF) are member of the EYF. EDS has been actively involved in all activities throughout the working year, 
and has had a great cooperation with the center-right organizations DEMYC and YEPP. This work led to the election 
of former Greek EDS delegate Vasia Alexandri into the board of EYF, ensuring that center-right opinions are well heard.
EDS has enhanced the relationship with YEPP, and has attended YEPP council meetings and has invited YEPP guests 
to our council meetings. In the EPP working group 1, that is working on the EPP electoral manifesto, EDS has worked 
with them to ensure the youth and student voice are well represented. We also expressed our ideas and visions for 
the future of Europe in a Youth Manifesto which EDS and YEPP organizations jointly presented ahead of the European 
elections. The European Elections were an important opportunity for EDS to form the future development of Europe by 
actively participating in writing of EPP electoral program. 
As a member of the Robert Schuman Institute EDS took part in many RSI events and activities during the whole year. 
EDS was present at the Annual Meeting of RSI and was invited at several occasions to give expert lectures at RSI 
Study Missions.
EDS is proud of its participatory status at the Council of Europe (CoE), dating back to the early days of our organi-
sation. Members of the executive bureau were actively involved in CoE events and EDS also nominated a Vice-Chair 
candidate for Education and Culture Committee of CoE’s INGO Conference. 
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European Democrat Students (EDS) is a pan-European centre-right 
student and youth political association representing over 1 600 000 
students in 42 member organisations from 35 countries in Europe. 
It advocates a free, democratic and united Europe through greater 
student mobility and comprehensive education policies across the 
continent.

Founded in 1961, EDS is one of the oldest and biggest youth or-
ganisations in Europe. The three pillars of EDS originally stood for 
Conservatism, Liberalism and Christian-Democracy. Today, EDS has 
grown into a large family which has an outlook that is varied, rich and 
unique, represented by the name ‘Democrat’: Here, student organ-
isations, political youth organisations as well as center-right NGOs 
come together to shape modern centre-right policies for Europe.
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One more working year has come to an end and we 
look behind to some amazing twelve months, filled 
with positive experiences and great memories. We are 
proudly presenting to you our Annual Report which of-
fers a representative view of our activities, main topics, 
projects and achievements. This publication invites you 
to look and read through the working year 2016/17, 
yet another successful year for EDS, during which we 
increased our number of events and activities, we 
established new partnerships and we have seen the 
organisation growing further. We have continued to 
advocate for student policies, being frontrunners in the 
promotion of the entrepreneurial spirit and digital skills, 
while we contributed decisively towards the EPP with 
resolutions, ideas and active participation. 
This year we held four Council Meetings in Venice, Kyiv, 
Malta and Oslo as well as four additional events, the 
Digital Youth Academy, the #iMEurope Policy days in 
Warsaw, the Centre- Right Academy in Zagreb and our 
mission in Lesbos in order to observe at first hand the 
migrant crisis. As always, we have been committed in 
supporting our friends from the Eastern Partnership, 
we have increased our network of students and young 
people all over Europe, and have organised events 
which addressed important topics that our Union will 
be dealing with in the years to come. It is important 
to highlight the great presence of EDS at the EPP Con-
gress in Malta which was attended by more than 100 
participants of the EDS Winter University, while 20 EDS 
volunteers assisted the EPP in accomplishing what has 
been another successful Congress.

During the past year, EDS continued with the #iMEu-
rope campaign, which launched during the 2015/16 
working year, calling for new ideas and pressing for 

reforms that could help the EU become more resilient, 
efficient and accountable. In addition to this, with the 
‘Students of Europe’ initiative EDS called upon Europe-
an students and youth to make their voices heard on 
how they experience Europe in their everyday lives, 
what Europe means to them, and what can be done 
to preserve our common identity as Europeans. In this 
vein, the EDS Policy Days in Warsaw were themed with 
the topic #iMEurope. 
Dear friends, this Annual Report also marks the end 
of an amazing journey for the current leadership, two 
years during which we worked day after day, week 
after week, advocating for our values and convinc-
ing students and young people about our ideas and 
about the importance of being an active citizen. EDS 
is on a very good path and it does not end here. The 
spirit of all EDS generations has always been a Eu-
ropean one, proudly contributing towards the devel-
opment of the European identity, and I am sure that 
new EDS generations will continue to inspire others 
and make a difference. I would like to thank whole-
heartedly the remarkable two Bureaus with which 
I have worked, our co-chairs, the editorial-team, 
all the wonderful EDS people with whom I crossed 
paths, the EPP and all our partners for the great co-
operation we have had over the last two years - I am 
forever grateful.

Please read through our Annual Report for more details 
about our activities, policies and events throughout the 
past working year. We hope that you will enjoy your 
reading and keep in mind that EDS is always interest-
ed in receiving feedback, hearing your ideas, and dis-
covering more ways to serve proudly students across 
Europe.

Georgios Chatzigeorgiou  
Chairman
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Dear friends of EDS, 
Once again, I have the pleasure to contribute to your Annual Report, an occasion for me 
to congratulate you on the past year’s achievements and to point out the challenges 
ahead.
2017 is a very special year for students, as it marks the 30th anniversary of the Erasmus 
programme, which not only constitutes a visible example of European integration but 
also one of that integration’s main tools: bringing people together, taking down walls 
... and building Erasmus families with Erasmus babies! Together with the freedom of 
movement and the digital revolution, it has helped shape a new generation of Europe-
ans — Europeans who are used to travel, exchange and communicate with each other.
More than ever, we need these qualities to create a stronger and more united Europe, 
a Europe able to face together the challenges of the 21st century and to answer our 
citizens’ concerns.
European citizens are indeed more and more concerned about their future. They are 
concerned about their security, in an uncertain international environment marked by 
wars, instability and the constant threat of terrorism. They are concerned about their 
jobs, salaries and pensions in a globalised and rapidly changing world they are not al-
ways able to keep up with. And they are concerned about their identity and community 
life, as they face the challenges of migration, an ageing population and nationalist, pop-
ulist and anti-European trends.
If we want to succeed in tackling these challenges, we need first of all to work together 
and to keep the European project alive, because none of our countries is equipped to 
face them on its own. This is what you are contributing to, notably with your project 
Students of Europe and the #iMEurope campaign.
We also need to give people, especially young people, the skills they need to come out 
as winners of globalisation and of technological progress, so they can feel more confi-
dent about their future. Again, your work in this field has been very helpful, with projects 
such as the Centre-Right Academy, the Skills Workshop and the Digital Youth Academy.
Finally, we need to stick to our common values and to fight for them everywhere — in 
Europe as abroad — as you are doing through the support you give to your fellow stu-
dents in Belarus, who are facing struggles most young Europeans cannot even imagine; 
or with your mission to Lesbos, to remind everyone that while we must protect our 
borders and citizens, we cannot neglect our duty of compassion and solidarity toward 
refugees.
With your seminars and workshops, the resolutions you regularly present to the Political 
Assembly or the work of your volunteers in our Congresses, EDS is doing its share in 
helping to set and implement the EPP’s agenda; and for this, I want to thank all of you, 
and in particular Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Ivan Burazin and the outgoing Board.

Congratulations for 
an excellent year!
As Secretary General of the European People’s Party, it is my pleasure to address you 
– European Democrat Students, and share my thoughts on our cooperation and the 
manifold successes of the ongoing EDS Leadership. 

The EPP is a family working for one common purpose – to create a better Europe. In this 
mission, EDS has always been an efficient and trustful partner, contributing to the EPP 
work with innovative ideas and active participation. When the Party needs to reach to 
the youth and students, we know we can always rely on you – a trust you have proven 
not just by your successful campaigns and an important policy input, but also by offering 
volunteers for two consecutive EPP Congresses.   

EDS has been at the front of promoting stronger and more unified Europe. You have 
succeeded to shape believes of many young Europeans in our common project, most 
recently through #iMEurope campaign and Students of Europe initiative. With your 
presence at the study missions in Minsk, Belarus and Lesbos in Greece, you have deci-
sively stood up for the EPP values, while raising awareness about crucial matters such 
as defense of human rights and dignity, and enhancing dialogue.  
 
EDS has proudly carried its mission to empower the youth and contribute to a more 
prosperous Europe. By giving students the necessary skills through policy workshops, 
such as the Centre-Right and Digital Academies and Skills Workshops, you are making 
an important contribution for a better future.  

I am impressed by the leadership taken by your Chairman Georgios Chatzigeorgiou for 
the past two years. I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate Georgios on 
being elected to the Council of Europe Advisory Council on Youth. 

Again, let me congratulate you on all your achievements and efforts over the decades. 
I wish you a continuous success and I am looking forward to our cooperation in the 
upcoming years! 

Joseph Daul,  
EPP President

GREETINGS
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Dear frienDs, 
On behalf of the Group of the European 
People’s Party (EPP) in the European Par-
liament, I first would like to warmly con-
gratulate you for your activities within the 
European Democrat Students and for your 
commitment to our common values. More 
than ever, the European Union needs con-
vinced young people, who carry the Euro-
pean message and take over the Europe-
an construction that was launched by its 
Founding Fathers in the 1950’s. 

The major challenges Europe is facing today are tests for 
European solidarity. Faced with criticism, with the rise of 
populist forces that exploit our citizens’ worries, we must 
hold tight. Far from putting European unity into question, 
the tensions that the Schengen Area and the Eurozone are 
 suffering from must bring us to strengthen European inte-
gration even further. The single currency and free movement 
of people are some of our greatest achievements. They are 
the cornerstones of the EU and of European integration. 

We must counter the attacks coming from those who never 
believed in them. However, we must adapt them to the new 
situations created by the financial crises and immigration 
waves coming from Southern countries. The solution to the 
Eurozone crisis will come with greater convergence of so-
cial and fiscal policies in the 27 Member states. As for the 
Schengen Area, its rules must be adapted while preserving 
the principle of free movement. 

The members of my political group in the European Parlia-
ment are committed to pursuing European integration in 
accordance with our common values. We know that we 
can count on you to continue this work in the future, and we 
thank you very much for this. 

All the best, 

Sincerely, 

Joseph Daul
Chairman of the EPP Group in the European Parliament

Dear frienDs, 
As Secretary General of the European 
 People’s Party it is my honour and pleasure 
to address you. The Annual Report reflects 
the diversity of your activities that we in the 
EPP so much appreciate. EDS celebrates its 
50th Anniversary this year and it is not a co-
incidence that your organisation is the  oldest 
in the European centre-right movement. 
For decades, a number of EDS activists have fought for the 
European ideas of freedom, democracy and human rights. 

The European Union with its focus on those same values is 
in itself a success story. With the reunification of our conti-
nent, Europe finally found its place and European Integration 
has proved to be for the benefit of the people. Most impor-
tant is to keep in mind those fellow Europeans who still live 
under persistent oppression and fear.

EDS, as an active organisation in the struggle for our com-
mon values and as a pioneer in opening new horizons and 
building bridges, plays an important role in the debates 
about the challenges of our continent. The elections for the 
European Parliament in 2014 will be different from those 
before, bringing political competition and choice. The Euro-
pean People’s Party as the biggest political family will have 
to tackle the key questions our European citizens are preoc-
cupied with. As a constant and reliable partner of the EPP 
and the force accentuating students’ interests and beliefs, 
EDS is asked to contribute with ideas, incentives, innovation 
and creativity. The European Identity EDS is calling for will be 
of utmost importance in the years to come. 

I have seen EDS doing impressive work in each area you 
are dealing with. With many resolutions adopted in our Po-
litical Assemblies, and constant contributions in the Working 
Groups, EDS has multiplied its impact. The newsletter and 
the newsmagazine are exemplary in communicating your posi-
tions, as are the conferences EDS organises. We were happy 
to see so many attending the Winter Universities in Brussels. 
With thousands of alumni EDS assembles a network of com-
mitted Europeans who shaped Europe over the decades. 

For the future I am happy to continue our fruitful cooperation 
and I wish you all the best for the decades to come – Europe 
needs you.  

Antonio López-Istúriz White
Secretary General European People’s Party

Greetings

Antonio López-Istúriz White,  
EPP Sectetary General
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BUREAU

Georgios 
Chatzigeorgiou
Chairman 
Georgios Chatzigeorgiou (27) was born in Larnaca, Cyprus. He holds a Bachelor’s 
degree in Law and is a Barrister-at-Law called to the Bar by Lincoln’s Inn in the 
United Kingdom. Georgios also holds a Master’s degree in Corporate Law from 
University College London. He is a member of the British Bar Council and currently 
practices law in Cyprus.
Georgios has been the Chairman of EDS since August 2015. He is a member of 
the Political Bureau of DISY, the governing Party in Cyprus, as well as a member of 
the Political Bureau of NEDISY. In April 2017, Georgios was elected to the Advisory 
Council on Youth of the Council of Europe for its next mandate. Georgios has been 
involved in youth politics since 2006 when he joined NEDISY’s pupil branch MAKI. 
Since then he has held local and national positions, serving amongst others as the 
Chairman of MAKI and Chairman of his school’s executive committee in 2008.
Georgios has been active in FPK Protoporia since entering law school in 2010 and 
his involvement in EDS as FPK Protoporia’s delegate started at the 2013 Winter 
University in Lviv, Ukraine. Together with Secretary General Ivan Burazin, Georgios 
has been principally responsible for the day-to-day running of EDS. As Chairman 
of EDS, some of his more specific responsibilities included external representation 
and fundraising with the Erasmus Plus programme, the Council of Europe and oth-
er partners. Georgios chaired the EDS Councils and Bureau Meetings, he assumed 
an important role in the organisation of EDS events, assisted the Vice-Chairs in 
the development of input and output strategies and has been a speaker in several 
events on topics such as youth unemployment, entrepreneurship, EU affairs and 
inclusive societies.

Ivan 
Burazin 
Secretary General
Ivan Burazin (27) lives in Split, Croatia. Initially a student at the local university’s 
Faculty of Law, he obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Administrative Law with a spe-
cialisation in public administration and governance. Subsequently, he completed 
his Master’s degree in Forensic Science and National Security Studies, where he 
specialised in terrorism in South Eastern Europe. Ivan is currently pursuing a PhD 
in International Relations. His research focuses in particular on the sociology of 
terrorism and the extent to which cases of terrorism can be analysed as social 
movements. The secondary areas of focus of his academic work are the geo-
politics of the Arctic, United States foreign policy towards the Middle East and 
non-state actors, and also counter-radicalisation policies. 

Ivan has been active in EDS since 2011, attending as a delegate for SO HSS Cro-
atia. First acting as a Co-Chair of the Permanent Working Group for Human Rights, 
Ivan was elected as EDS Vice-Chair in 2013, serving two consecutive terms in 
this position. During his tenure, he was responsible for the drafting of fundrais-
ing applications to the European Youth Foundation, as well as for social media 
activities and project research on entrepreneurship. At the 2015 Annual Meeting 
in Malta, Ivan was appointed to his current position of Secretary General of EDS 
and was re-appointed at the 2016 Summer University in Larnaca. In this capacity, 
his main responsibilities include the management of the day-to-day running of the 
EDS office, the handling of the EDS budget and finances, and the provision of sup-
port for the other EDS Bureau members in their tasks. Ivan also handles most of 
the communication with member organisations, the administration of the Council, 
event organisation and the maintenance of institutional relations. Since April 2017 
he has been a substitute for Chairman Chatzigeorgiou at the Advisory Council on 
Youth of the Council of Europe. 

Ivan has been a speaker and trainer both at internal EDS events organised by mem-
ber organisations and partners, and at external events organised by other institu-
tions and partners for the topics of youth issues, security questions and EU affairs. 
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Giacomo 
Rossetto
Vice-Chair 
Giacomo Rossetto (25) was born in a small town near the sea in Italy. 

He holds a Masters degree in Economics and Management from the Università 
Cattolica del Sacro Cuore of Milano and previously attended the Faculty of Law. 
During his studies he also worked as a coordinator for a startup’s incubator and 
attended courses in management organisation for different companies. 
His interests are innovation, economic growth and development. 

Giacomo started to get involved in politics in 2008 when he began to represent 
students to the National Council of the Ministry of Education. In 2009, he began 
to serve as local Coordinator in the youth branch of the biggest centre-right party 
in Italy. In 2015, after years of works in local politics and his involvement in the 
International Relations committee, Giacomo was elected National Coordinator 
of StudiCentro and he tried to create greater synergy between the members of 
the association, focusing on the problem of brain drain and the development of 
school’s policies. In 2016 he was in charge of leading the campaign committee for 
the elections in the city of Milano and Vice-President of a Think Thank association.

Giacomo started to be involved in EDS in 2014 and during the Summer University 
2016 in Larnaca, Cyprus he was elected EDS Vice Chairman. His duties included 
the newsletter, the social media team and external representation.

Tomasz 
Kaniecki 
Vice-Chair
Tomasz Kaniecki (23) is a Polish law student based in Warsaw. His main interests 
are in the digitalisation of public data and the “future of law.” During his scholarship 
programme at the Jagiellonian Univeristy in Cracow, he took part in a pilot course 
in Artificial Intelligence and Law.

Tomasz’s introduction to politics came through his service as a field  organiser 
for the 2011 campaign of the former Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs, Radosław 
Sikorski. Since this time Tomasz has been an active member of the Youth of Civic 
Platform (EPP) where, besides his involvement at an international and local lev-
el, he devotes his attention to charitable activities. He has served at a number 
of European institutions and has worked on both political and business research 
projects in Poland. In 2015 he was received honours from the British and Swedish 
Embassies in Poland for the best student paper on TTIP.

He writes for the Civic Institute, a think tank affiliated to Civic Platform and a mem-
ber of WMCES. In the previous working year Tomasz served as a Co-Chairman of 
the Policies for Europe Permanent Working Group and as a member of the BullsEye 
editorial team. Currently Tomasz is responsible for EDS’s social media activities.
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Alexander 
O’Brien  
Vice-Chair
Alexander O’Brien (29) lives in London where he works in corporate governance. 
Born and raised in Yorkshire, Alexander read Law at the University of Nottingham 
before going on to study for a Master’s in Law and Corporate Governance at the 
University of Portsmouth. He was elected to the EDS Bureau as a Vice-chair in 
July 2015.
Alexander first became involved in youth politics during the 2010 UK General Elec-
tion after joining his university’s Conservative Association. He went on to hold 
various positions in Conservative Future, the youth wing of the UK Conservative 
Party, including Branch Chairman, North Yorkshire Area Chairman and Regional 
Campaigns Officer for Yorkshire & the Humber. He is also active in the Conservative 
Party itself and is a former Deputy Chairman of his local Conservative Association.
Alexander joined the Young Conservative Group for Europe in 2012 and became 
its Chairman in 2013, a position he continues to hold today. He has been an active 
member of EDS since 2012 and has led the EDS proofreading team since 2013. 
During the 2016 EU Referendum he was part of the “Remain” campaign which 
fought for Britain’s continued membership of the European Union. Although that 
campaign was unsuccessful, with Britain voting to leave on 23 June, Alexander 
still believes strongly in the European Project and the need for continued coopera-
tion and friendship between the United Kingdom and the EU.

Silvie 
Rohr 
Vice-Chair 
Silvie Rohr (26) lives in Berlin and read Law at Humboldt-University. She currently 
works for the CDU/CSU group in the office of Dr. Martin Pätzold, Member of Par-
liament. Her political involvement began in 2009 when volunteering with the NGO 
“Solidarity with Women in Distress” in Mombasa, Kenya. From 2010 onwards she 
became active in student politics, joining RCDS and assuming a position on the 
board of her university’s student parliament. In 2012, Silvie was elected Vice-Chair 
of RCDS Germany and served as Chair of the Federal Committee for European 
Affairs. Today, Silvie is a member of CDU’s Federal Integration Committee and the 
corresponding advisory body of Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung. In this capacity, she 
has advised the party on policy questions relating to federal integration and actively 
partook in the drafting of the party’s national election manifesto. Besides her polit-
ical commitments, Silvie has a passion for journalism and has worked for several 
media outlets, including the German television channel ZDF. Her active involvement 
in EDS dates back to 2012 when she attended the Summer University in Sopron, 
Hungary. Silvie served two terms in the Editorial Team of EDS’s in-house magazine 
BullsEye and became its Editor-in-Chief in 2014. Within the Bureau, Silvie was 
primarily responsible for publications and also assisted in policy and strategic ques-
tions. Over the course of her term, Silvie focussed on generating policy content as 
well as increasing the organisation’s visibility through campaigns. In this regard, 
Silvie wrote the Council of Europe Column for BullsEye, contributed in the formu-
lation of Conference Resolutions and initiated the Students of Europe initiative as 
part of the “iMEurope” campaign. 
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Sophia 
Skoda  
Vice-Chair
Sophia Skoda (22) lives in Vienna, Austria. She currently studies International 
Business Administration at the University of Vienna. Highly dedicated to higher 
education and research policy, since 2013 Sophia has been an active member 
of the Austrian EDS member organisation “AktionsGemeinschaft” as well as the 
Austrian Students Union. She holds a position in the Students Commission at the 
faculty of economics and is the International Coordinator of the Austrian Students 
Union at the faculty of economics at her university. After becoming interested in 
European youth politics, Sophia attended her first EDS event in Budapest in Feb-
ruary 2014. In July of the same year, she was elected International Secretary of 
AG. For the working year 2014/2015, Sophia served as Co-Chair of the Permanent 
Working Group on Higher Education and Research. At the Summer University in 
Valletta, Malta, Sophia was elected Vice-Chairwoman of EDS and was re-elected 
at the 2016 Summer University in Larnaca, Cyprus. Her main responsibilities on 
the Bureau were to assist the Higher Education and Research Working Group on 
policy matters and to coordinate the EDS Alumni Network. In addition to this, from 
January to July 2017 she undertook a traineeship at the Wilfried Martens Centre, 
the foundation of the EPP.

Mitya 
Atanasov
Vice-Chair 
Mitya Atanasov (32) lives in Sofia and serves as a Vice-Chairman of EDS and Sec-
retary of MGERB in Bulgaria. Mitya holds a Bachelor’s degree in Information Tech-
nology and a Master’s degree in Political Science with a specialisation in European 
Governance. He is also a young entrepreneur, working as project manager in the IT 
sector. He believes that every EU citizen needs to act as a good personal example 
of how to contribute to a better society, country and union, as the European Union 
is our home and we hold the keys to its future. Since GERB’s rise in 2006 as the 
leading political party in Bulgaria, Mitya has worked in the political campaign team 
of GERB for seven successful political elections, including the mayoral elections in 
Sofia as well as the national, European and presidential elections of Bulgaria. All of 
these campaigns resulted in victory and cemented GERB’s position as the stron-
gest political force in Bulgaria. Within EDS, Mitya is serving his second term as 
Vice-Chairman. Before his election to this post, Mitya led the Permanent Working 
Group “Policies for Europe” as Co-Chair. Within the Bureau, he is responsible for the 
formulation of conference resolutions and the PWG Policies for Europe. Despite the 
rocky road ahead of the Union, Mitya believes in a stronger, united Europe based 
on common values. 
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Efthymia 
Katsouri  
Vice-Chair 
Efthymia Katsouri (27) is from Athens, Greece. She obtained her Bachelor of Laws 
and Master’s in European Law from the University of Surrey, United Kingdom. She 
is a member of the Athens Bar Association and is a Practicing Attorney specialising 
mainly in property and private international law.
She has been actively involved in youth politics both on a national and European 
level. In 2014 she was appointed a member of the ONNED international committee 
and has participated as a delegate of DAP-NDFK at a series of events of different 
European youth political organisations. She has also on numerous occasions been 
appointed an electoral officer in national, regional and European parliamentary 
elections, as well as in the presidential elections of New Democracy. 
Her responsibilities within the Bureau include the coordination of amendments to 
the EDS statutes, the editing, publication and coordination of EDS’s newsletter, and 
overall assistance in all areas, such as drafting and preparing official documenta-
tion required for the needs of EDS. She has externally represented EDS at many 
congresses, summer schools and political academies. 
Efthymia believes in the need to promote the participation of young people in poli-
tics, based on democratic and Christian values.

Sara 
Juriks
Vice-Chair 
Sara Alexandra Juriks (22) is studying Comperative Politics in London. She is origi-
nally from Oslo, Norway but chose to move to London for her studies. Sara started 
her political involvement in ‘Unge Høyre’ the youth organisation of the Norwegian 
conservative party Høyre. Later on she moved on to Høyres Studenter and has 
been active there since 2013. In June 2016 she was elected for the national board 
of HS and now serves as international secretary for Høyres Studenter. Sara be-
came involved in EDS at the Council Meeting in Rome, 2014 and has since also 
served a term as Co-Chair of the Permanent Working Group for Human Rights, and 
was elected into the Bureau at the Summer University in Larnaca 2016.

Sara Juriks is originally from Oslo, Norway but currently lives and studies in Lon-
don. She is currently undertaking her Masters degree in Comperative Politics. Sara 
has been an active member of EDS since 2014 and her main responsibilities within 
the bureau are the drafting of conference resolutions and the Permanent Working 
Group Human Rights.
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Pavlina 
Pavlova 
Deputy 
Secretary 
General
Pavlina Pavlova (25) is responsible for the running of the EDS office in Brussels 
as Deputy Secretary General. Her responsibilities include organisational and 
event-management tasks ranging from communication with member organisa-
tions to liaising with officials from the European institutions and providing financial 
administration services.   
Pavlina is a graduate of KU Leuven with an MA (hons) in European Studies. While 
studying in Leuven, she was a co-editor of an international student publication 
and worked in an MEP’s office in the European Parliament. She continued in the 
Parliament by joining the EPP Group to support the work of the policy advisors to 
the Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection. 
Before joining EDS, Pavlina was a Team Member at the Wilfried Martens Centre 
for European Studies, where she assisted in research, publishing and event organ-
isation. She also contributed with her own article on the geopolitical importance of 
TTIP in the Martens Centre’s flagship publication ‘European View’. 
Before coming to Belgium, Pavlina studied at Charles University in Prague and 
gained work experience in both the public and private sector. She interned at a 
national trade promotion agency of the Ministry of Industry and Trade and worked 
as an assistant to the Director of a contemporary fine arts gallery. 
As a Slovak national, Pavlina is a proud member of the EDS member organisation 
“Civic Democratic Youth”.

18 19



EXTERNAL 
REPRESENTATION

20 21



EXTERNAL REPRESENTATION

EVENT ORGANISER DATE WHERE WHO

AG Summer Congress AG Austria 18.-21.08.2016 Tyrol Sophia Skoda, Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

ODM Summer School ODM Slovakia 19.08.2016 Trávnica Pavlina Pavlova

Millennial Leaders Seminar RSI 25.-28.08.2016 Vienna Sophia Skoda

25th anniversary of the signing of the 
Treaty of Good Neighbourhood SMD Poland 02.09.2016 Poznan Tomasz Kaniecki, Silvie Rohr

Debate of the Political Party Youth 
Organisations - Panelist YEF Europe 04.09.2016 Cologne Tomasz Kaniecki

EPP Political Assembly EPP 05.-06.09.2016 Brussels Alexander O'Brien, Silvie Rohr, Ivan Burazin, Georgios 
Chatzigeorgiou

Economic Forum of Young Leaders Economic Forum 05.09.2016 Nowy Sacz Tomasz Kaniecki

EYF Grant Applications Information 
Session EYF 06.09.2016 Brussels Alexande O'Brien, Ivan Burazin

EPP Working Group 1 EPP 06.09.2016 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Ivan Burazin, Alexander 
O'Brien

Meetings at EPP EPP 06.09.2016 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Ivan Burazin

Meeting with International Republican 
Institute IRI 06.09.2016 Brussels Ivan Burazin, Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

YEPP Congress YEPP 06.-09.09.2016 Vienna Sophia Skoda

Meeting with Novartis Novartis 09.09.2016 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Ivan Burazin

Meeting European Commission EDS 09.09.2016 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

EPP Congress preparation meeting with 
EPP Secretariat EPP 12.09.2016 Brussels Ivan Burazin

European Solidarity EPP/ KAS 21.09.2016 Krakow Tomasz Kaniecki

Fact Finding Mission to Lebanon EPP 26-28.09.2016 Beirut Ivan Burazin

UK Conservative Party Conference 
2016 UK Conservative Party 02.-05.10.2016 Birmingham Alexander O'Brien

EUPAS Annual Meeting EUPAS 11.10.2016 - 
15.10.2016 Brussels Giacomo Rossetto

Panel Debate YFU of VMRO DPMNE FYROM 12 - 14.10.2016 Skopje Ivan Burazin

EPP Working Group 3 EPP 18.10.2016 Brussels Silvie Rohr, Pavlina Pavlova

RCDS Annual Meeting RCDS Germany 07.-09.10.2016 Berlin Silvie Rohr, Ivan Burazin

Local Elections - Speaker Mayor candidate 03.11.2016 Larnaca Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Youth of Sollidarnist Academy Youth of Solidarnist / KAS 04 - 06.11.2016 Kyiv Ivan Burazin

Meeting with the Political Bureau of 
DISY DISY 10.11.2016 Nicosia Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Strategic Partnership LTU-PL WMCES/ YCL 11.11.2016 Vilnius Tomasz Kaniecki

EPP Political Assembly EPP 14-15.11.2016 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Ivan Burazin

Meeting with Tomi Huhtanen, Director 
of the Martens Centre  EDS 14.11.2016 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Field Campaigns Seminar KAS 14.11.2016 Berlin Silvie Rohr

Meeting with Luc Vandeputte, EPP 
Deputy SecGen EDS 15.11.2016 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

YFJ Council of Members YFJ 17-20.11.2016 Varna Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

RSI Study Visit ‘How Europe Works’ RSI 17.11.2016 Brussels Pavlina Pavlova

PPYO Meeting PPYOs 18.11.2016 Varna Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Ivan Burazin
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Fact Finding Mission to Kurdistan DEMYC 26-29.11.2016 Arbil Ivan Burazin

The Role of Young People in Foreign 
Affairs - Speaker RCDS Germany 26.11.2016 Berlin Silvie Rohr

RSI Training RSI 02-04.12.2016 Skopje Ivan Burazin

Study Visit of StudiCentro StudiCentro Italy 07.12.2016 Brussels Tomasz Kaniecki

Commemorate 3 years since 
Euroamaidan - TV Interview Solidarnist 10.12.2016 Kyiv Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Young Leaders Academy RSI 20.01.2017 Budapest Sophia Skoda

RCDS Alumni Reception RCDA 21.01.2017 Berlin Silvie Rohr

Meeting with KAS Scandinavia KAS 22.01.2017 Riga Ivan Burazin

Meetings with EPP Secretariat EPP 23.01.2017 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Meeting with Vienotiba Vienotiba 23.01.2017 Riga Ivan Burazin

Political Assembly EPP 23.-24.01.2017 Brussels Sophia Skoda, Pavlina Pavlova, Ivan Burazin, Giorgos 
Chatzigeorgiou

EPP Working Group 3 EPP 24.01.2017 Brussels Ivan Burazin, Pavlina Pavlova

Meeting with Microsoft Microsoft 24.01.2017 Brussels Ivan Burazin, Pavlina Pavlova

Meeting ahead of the PPYO Visit in 
Cyprus PPYOs 25.01.2017 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Conference of INGOs Council of Europe 25-27.01.2017 Strasbourg Ivan Burazin

Center Right Academy Preparation 
Meeting Hanns Seidel Foundation 03.02.2017 Zagreb Ivan Burazin

YEPP 20th Anniversary YEPP 07.02.2017 - 
12.02.2017 Rome Giacomo Rossetto, Ivan Burazin

YO! Fest: 25th Anniversary of the 
Maastricht Treaty

European Youth Forum and 
Committee of the Regions 07.02.2017 Maastricht Sophia Skoda

Meeting with staff of Therese Comodini 
Cachia's office SDM Malta 14.02.2017 Malta Ivan Burazin

Meeting with BMIT SDM Malta 14.02.2017 Malta Ivan Burazin

TV Interview about EDS Winter 
University Partit Nazzjonalista/SDM 15.02.2017 Malta Ivan Burazin

Meeting with Simon Busuttil Partit Nazzjonalista/SDM 15.02.2017 Malta Ivan Burazin

Meeting with European Commission 
Representation in Malta SDM Malta 15.02.2017 Malta Ivan Burazin

Meeting with Maltese Student 
Organizations SDM Malta 15.02.2017 Malta Ivan Burazin

Panel discussion "Identity Challenge" EDS/EPP Group 18.02.2017 Warsaw Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

EPM Zagreb AEGEE 24.02.2017 Zagreb Ivan Burazin

CatchEyoU 1st Conference CatchEyoU (Constructing Active 
Citizenship with European Youth) 02.03.2017 Athens Efthymia Katsouri

PPYO Study Visit Cyprus PPYOs 07-10.03.2017 Nicosia Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Meeting with President of Parliament EDS 08.03.2017 Nicosia Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

20h Anniversary of Hanns Seidel 
Foundation in Zagreb Hanns Seidel Foundation 09.03.2017 Zagreb Ivan Burazin

Hoyre National Congress Hoyre 09.03.2017-
12.03.2017 Oslo Sara Juriks

Meetings at European Parliament EDS 13.03.2017 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Meeting with UN Goodwill Ambassador 
Nadia Murad CDU/CSU Fraktion 27.03.2017 Berlin Silvie Rohr

EPP Congress EPP 29-30.03.2017 St. Julians EDS Bureau
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Panel discussion "Inclusive Society of 
the Future" EPP 29.03.2017 St. Julians Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

EPP Talks EPP 29.03.2017 St. Julians Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Resolution Committee EPP 29.03.2017 St. Julians Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Political Assembly EPP 29.03.2017 St. Julians Georgios Chatzigeorgiou and Giacomo Rossetto

DEMYC Council Meeting DEMYC 08.04.2017 Lviv Efthymia Katsouri

Meeting with EPP VP David McAllister DISY 12.04.2017 Nicosia Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

YFJ Council of Members YFJ 20-24.04.2017 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou, Ivan Burazin

Meeting with MEPs EDS 22.04.2017 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

PPYO Meeting PPYOs 23.04.2017 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

YEPP Congress YEPP 28.04.2017 Dubrovnik Ivan Burazin

Meeting with Antonio Tajani EPP 19.05.2017 Zagreb Ivan Burazin

ITRE PE Commission PE 22.05.2017 Warsaw Tomasz Kaniecki

Gimo / FMSF Congress FMSF Sweden 26-28.05.2017 Nyköping Ivan Burazin, Alexander O'Brien

70th Anniversery of the Egmont 
Institute Egmont Institute 01.06.2017 Brussels Sophia Skoda

Meeting with Antonio Lopez Isturiz EPP 07.06.2017 Brussels Ivan Burazin

EPP Political Assembly EPP 08-09.06.2017 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

EPP Talks EPP 08.06.2017 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

TRG One Nation Day Tory Reform Group 17.06.2017 London Alexander O'Brien

Meeting Political Bureau DISY 21.06.2017 Nicosia Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

NEDISY Supreme Council NEDISY 22.06.2017 Nicosia Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

LFYA Congress LFYA 23-25.06.2017 Beirut Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

PPYO Meeting YFJ 27.06.2017 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Meeting with President Daul EPP 27.06.2017 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Meeting with MEPs EDS 27.06.2017 Brussels Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Meeting with Hans-Gert Pöttering KAS 27.06.2017 Berlin Silvie Rohr

RSI Study Visit ‘How Europe Works’ RSI 29.06.2017 Brussels Pavlina Pavlova

HSST and Atlantic Council Conference HSST 01-05.07.2017 Šipan Ivan Burazin

Preparation Mission Lesbos EDS 06-09.07.2017 Athens Georgios Chatzigeorgiou

Transatlantic Exchange Programm 2017 KAS/AJC 10-17.07.2017
Washington 
DC/New 
York

Silvie Rohr

AG Summer Congress AG Austria 14 - 16.07.2017 Attersee Ivan Burazin

TRG Summer Reception Tory Reform Group 12.07.2017 London Alexander O'Brien

Roundtable Discussion "Brussels or 
Moscow?" Fidelitas Hungary 21.07.2017 Baile 

Tusnad Ivan Burazin

HSST and Atlantic Council Conference HSST/ACC 01-05.07.2017 Dayes Ivan Burazin
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Leadership, 
Coordination and 
Representation
The 2016/17 EDS Executive Bureau started its 
work immediately after the Annual Meeting in 
Larnaca, Cyprus. At the first Bureau Meeting, the 
new Bureau divided the areas of responsibility 
and all Vice Chairs were assigned different port-
folios for which they reported at every Bureau 
Meeting. The new Bureau exchanged opinions 
on policies and ideas to be implemented during 
the working year and set an ambitious plan re-
garding the location and organisation of EDS 
events for the working year ahead. A year later, 
we are proud to report that our work plan has 
been fully implemented.

At the first Bureau Meeting in Larnaca the new 
co-chairs for the EDS Permanent Working Groups 
were chosen along with Henrique Laitenberger, 
the Editor-in-Chief of our debating magazine, Bull-
seye. In order to address better the challenges en-
countered by our Union, an ad-hoc working group 
on Euroscepticism and Populism was established, 
in addition to our three PWGs. At the beginning 
of September, the second Bureau Meeting and 
co-chair training took place in Brussels during 
which the Bureau and co-chairs planned ahead, 
discussed policy priorities and had a good social 
launch for the new working year. We are especial-
ly proud that, alongside the above meetings, the 
first Editorial Team Training in EDS history also took 
place. That was a weekend which yielded fruitful 
results and allowed for a great team spirit to be 
forged, also laying the foundations for BullsEye to 
further enhance its reputation as a firm voice of 
centre-right students in Europe. 

The Chairman was tasked in particular with 
the role of assisting the members of the EDS 
Bureau in their endeavour to achieve results in 
their portfolios, motivating and strengthening the 
team, and also fundraising, into which he put a 
significant amount of effort and on which further 
details are presented later in this Annual Report.

EDS Chairman Chatzigeorgiou and Secretary 
General Burazin have been especially active with 
regard to the relationship between EDS and our 
mother party, the European People’s Party. The 
Chairman attended all the EPP Political Assem-
blies of the working year and the vast majority 
of EPP working groups, for the most part accom-
panied by Secretary General Burazin or other 
members of the Bureau. At the EPP Congress in 
Malta, Chairman Chatzigeorgiou addressed the 
Congress on the topic of “Inclusive Society of the 
Future”. Furthermore, the leadership worked to-
wards further enhancing EDS’s relationships with 
other partners and Political Party Youth Organi-
sations. The Chairman welcomed in Cyprus the 
leadership of the various PPYOs for a meeting fa-
cilitated by IUSY where the youth leaders got to 
know each other better, discussed various issues 
and identified areas of common interest in order 
to better complement each other’s work. The 
very good relationship, cooperation and active 
participation within the PPYOs and YFJ led to the 
election of Chairman Chatzigeorgiou to the Ad-
visory Council on Youth of the Council of Europe 
with the strong support of the PPYOs, National 
Youth Councils and International NGOs.

Additionally, the Chairman and Secretary General 
represented EDS by visiting EDS Member Organi-
sations, the European Youth Forum, live television 
shows, interviews and meetings with EU officials 
in order to promote the work and policies of EDS 
and push for them at a European level.

Very importantly, space was given for the per-
sonal and professional development of all the 
Members of the Executive Bureau. The Secre-
tary General and Chairman planned the budget 
in a way which also allowed all Bureau Members 
to externally represent EDS and indeed an out-
standing representation was achieved through-
out the working year, resulting in EDS reaching 
out even further than before. 

BUREAU REPORTS

Projects, Policies 
output, Priorities
The 2016/17 working year has seen EDS placing 
an increased emphasis on the European project 
and the achievements of the EU, accomplish-
ments on which we must continue to pride our-
selves and which ought also to remind us of our 
responsibility to strengthen Europe’s perception 
among the younger generations. 

EDS continued with the #iMEurope campaign, 
which launched during the 2015/16 working year, 
calling for new ideas and pressing for reforms 
that could help the EU become more resilient, 
efficient and accountable. In addition to this, with 
the “Students of Europe” initiative, EDS called 
upon European students and youth to make their 
voices heard on how they experience Europe in 
their everyday lives, what Europe means to them, 
and what can be done to preserve our common 
identity as Europeans. In this vein, the EDS Poli-
cy Days in Warsaw were themed with the topic 
#iMEurope. During this event we elaborated on 
a few of our campaign ideas and formulated com-
prehensive proposals through discussions with 
esteemed figures from politics and society who 
shared their thoughts with us.

For another year, EDS remained committed in 
supporting our friends from the Eastern Partner-
ship. In this regard, our December Council Meet-
ing took place in Kyiv, where we discussed the 
security threats of the continent, marked three 
years since the events of the Maidan revolution, 
and honoured the memory of those who gave 
their lives to build a free and democratic Ukraine.

When it comes to policy making, EDS has made 
a decisive contribution to the work of the EPP. Our 
resolutions have become EPP positions, including 
our resolution on “The essential role of higher 
education in intercultural dialogue today”, a very 
important paper for combating racism and intol-
erance in universities. Our resolution on “Tackling 
the Increasing Dissemination of Fake News and 
Disinformation” has also been forwarded to the 
EPP and it will be discussed at the upcoming EPP 
Working Group 1. In addition to the above, EDS 
co-signed the resolution of EUCDW “Towards a 
Pillar of Social Rights — Income Fairness and So-
cial Justice at Work” which was adopted at the 
EPP Congress in Malta. 

During the past working year we have been front-
runners in the promotion of the entrepreneurial 
spirit and digital skills. On 3 to 4 November EDS, 
in cooperation with the Wilfried Martens Centre 
for European Studies and the Swedish Enterprise 
(Svenskt Näringsliv), organised the “Digital Youth 
Academy”. During the event, European experts 
and decision-makers updated our participants on 
developments in transatlantic affairs after which 
a practical session with professional social media 
trainers took place in order to identify the differ-
ent tactics of successful online campaigns.

One project of which we are particularly proud 
is the EDS Centre-right Academy which for a 
second consecutive year took place in Zagreb, 
Croatia. This activity was introduced in its cur-
rent form in the 2015/16 working year and was a  

success. Consequently, a second Centre-Right 
Academy took place last June with a larger num-
ber of participants and even better outcomes. 
Our intention with the Centre-Right Academy is 
to discuss the values and policies of our political 
family and to ensure everybody is able to gain a 
good knowledge of the basic values of the cen-
tre-right, how our political movement has been 
developed throughout the time, and what the 
centre-right position is with regard to the import-
ant topics we have encountered in recent years.

Lastly, the refugee crisis has been the topic 
which has dominated debates over the last year, 
also to a large extent within EDS. We have writ-
ten several policy papers, organised events and 
panels discussing ideas and solutions, and have 
pushed for our work at a senior political level. In 
order to get a better understanding and optimise 
our work and activities with regard to the issue, 
EDS organised a mission to the Greek island of 
Lesbos where we witnessed the refugee crisis at 
first-hand and recorded the problems.
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Membership  
Outreach
The EDS Bureau worked hard to ensure our cur-
rent members gain even more from their mem-
bership and make worthwhile the time, money 
and energy invested in EDS. The team of the 
Executive Bureau distributed the responsibility to 
communicate  with our Member Organisations 
among themselves in order to ensure that our 
Member Organisations feel properly taken care of 
and integrated. An active approach was also tak-
en regarding the topics that should be addressed 
and the themes chosen for the large number of 
events that have been organised throughout the 
year. EDS demonstrated a strong political stand 
during difficult times for Europe, with our Mem-
ber Organisations being able to contribute to that 
cause. 

With regard to reaching out to new members 
and guest organisations, the working year was 
marked by further growth. The hard work of the 
EDS Bureau is reflected in the membership appli-
cations that have been submitted to EDS during 
the 2016/17 working year.

At the Council Meeting held during the EDS Sum-
mer University in Larnaca, the Belarusian Chris-
tian Democratic Students, TPPEM Moldova, YDC 
Russia and the Youth of Solidarnist Ukraine gained 
the status of Observer Members. RMKDM Roma-
nia became a Full Member while LFYA Lebanon 
and YRPA Armenia became Affiliate Members.

At the Council Meeting held during our Winter 
University in Malta, NNGG Spain became Full 

Members whilst CDS Belgium and MDBG Bulgar-
ia were admitted as Observer Members of EDS.

For the Summer University in Varna, for which 
this Annual Report has been prepared, EDS ex-
pects to receive again a large number of mem-
bership applications.

Events
During the past working year, EDS organised a 
very large number of events. We held four Coun-
cil Meetings in Venice, Kyiv, Malta and Oslo as 
well as four additional events, the Digital Youth 
Academy co-organised with the WMCES and 
the Swedish Enterprise (Svenskt Näringsliv), the 
#iMEurope Policy Days in Warsaw in coopera-
tion with Michal Boni MEP of the EPP Group and 
KAS, the Centre-Right Academy in Zagreb with 
HSS and the WMCES, and the mission in Lesbos. 
We have increased our network of students and 
young people all over Europe and have shared ex-
periences helping to train young individuals who 
will be the leaders of the future. In addition to the 
above, EDS was present at the EPP Congress in 
Malta with more than 100 participants while 20 
EDS volunteers assisted the EPP in accomplishing 
what has been another successful Congress.

In order to keep constant control on the quality of 
EDS events, our events are now evaluated by an 
easy to fill in online questionnaire. The results of 
these evaluations are discussed within the EDS 
Bureau to identify what could be done better 
and discover what our participants like. All EDS 
events are also facilitated by the EDS website 
and most importantly by Facebook groups, which 
help EDS communicate its events better and to a 
wider audience.

Fundraising
The financial situation of the organisation has 
been strengthened significantly after an overall 
excellent and professional handling of finances by 
Secretary General Burazin, in conjunction with a 
significant effort put into the drafting of funding 
applications. For a third consecutive year, Chair-
man Chatzigeorgiou drafted and submitted the 
Erasmus Plus application which has been suc-
cessful, resulting in EDS receiving the financial 
support of €50,000 from the European Commis-
sion. This is a huge source of income for EDS and 
it has proved vital to keep up the large number 
of activities and projects during the working year.

The Secretary General dedicated significant time 
and effort in coordinating numerous funding ap-
plications to the European Youth Foundation of 
the Council of Europe and then to follow-up by 
responding to all their additional questions and 
requests.

In addition to this, Vice-Chair O’Brien worked 
closely with the Chairman to successfully com-
plete the “Structural grant” application to the 
Council of Europe for an amount of €30,000.

Chairman Chatzigeorgiou, in cooperation with the 
EDS Secretariat, prepared the follow-up reports 
which the European Commission and the Council 
of Europe require before they proceed with the 
final payments of grants awarded to EDS. All 
the reports have been successful and EDS has 
received the remaining payments.
The leadership of the organisation managed the  

finances in a way that every activity has been ful-
ly or largely funded, making it possible to increase 
the Vice-Chairs’ reimbursements in order to as-
sist them to attend as many events as possible 
and, most importantly, to guarantee the expens-
es of all Bureau members were fully covered for 
external representation. 
Lastly, EDS has increased sponsorships and has 
maintained excellent relationships with key part-
ners such as the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, 
the Hanns Seidel Foundation and the Wilfried 
Martens Centre for European Studies.

Going Digital
Riding the wave of the digital revolution, in the 
past working year the EDS Bureau under VC 
Rohr’s coordination launched two new websites. 
These comprised a brand-new website for the 
debating magazine BullsEye and a new EDS web-
site. They can be found at www.bullseye-maga-
zine.eu and www.edsnet.eu respectively. 
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HER

PERMANENT WORKING GROUPSPERMANENT WORKING GROUPS

Over the past working year the Co-Chairs of the Perma-
nent Working Group on Higher Education and Research 
tried to identify the most important topics and any 
previously uncovered topics concerning the education-
al system of Europe. The Working Group was chaired 
by Sara Artymata (FPK Protoporia, Cyprus), Eszter 
Párkányi (Fidelitas, Hungary) and Stephan Katzgraber 
(AG, Austria). The Co-Chairs focussed on several dif-
ferent topics over the past year and experienced a level 
of success in doing so: the Council adopted a total of 
eight motions proposed by the Working Group during 
the year. In order to cover one of the hottest issues, 
the Working Group drafted a motion on start-up acade-
mies at universities. The main aim of the motion was to 
give students the opportunity to gain an understanding 
of how things work in the open market and how they 
should adapt to this continually changing arena. They 
would then be given the opportunity to develop and trial 
their ideas in a competition at their university. The adop-

tion of the motion on student parents was also highly 
important. According to this motion, student parents 
should receive help to give them an equal chance to the 
rest of students to ensure they do not have to give up 
their university studies as a result of starting a family. 
Another essential motion was the motion devoted to 
tackling bullying experienced by students across Eu-
rope. Regarding this essential topic, the motion aimed 
to propose solutions to reduce this unfortunate phe-
nomenon. We must also mention the motion adopted 
in Kyiv on the need to establish a Pan-European library 
in order to make it easier for students across Europe to 
access text books and research papers. However, the 
biggest success for the Working Group and also a great 
success for EDS was the resolution on the role of higher 
education in intercultural dialogue. This important pa-
per aimed at combatting racism and intolerance within 
universities was unanimously adopted by the European 
People’s Party in their Political Assembly in June 2017. 

Sara Artymata (FPK Protoporia Cyprus) holds a Bachelor’s 
degree in Mathematics from the University of Cyprus and 
a Master’s degree in Science in Financial Services from 
Cyprus International Institute of Management. She is cur-
rently a member of the International Committee of FPK 
Protoporia and a member of the NEDISY Executive bureau, 
while she has served as the International Secretary of FPK 
Protoporia for two years.

Eszter Párkànyi (Fidelitas, Hungary) is currently pursuing a 
Master’s degree in Law at the Faculty of Law of Loránd 
Eötvös University in Budapest. She is International Secre-
tary of Fidelitas and is also involved at a local level in that 
organisation.

Stephan Katzgraber (Aktionsgemeinschaft, Austria) is cur-
rently studying Law at the University of Vienna. Due to his 
international background, he believes in the importance of 
being actively engaged on an international level as a stu-
dent in a globalised world. 
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Policies for Europe
Roman Malessa (RCDS, Germany) lives in Jena, where 
he is studying Political Science, Intercultural Studies and 
Business Communication. Since 2015 he has served as 
RCDS’s International Secretary.

Filip Gjorgjiev (YFU of VMRO-DPMNE, FYROM) is a law 
student with a focus on civil law and diplomacy. Filip has 
been active in politics since 2012, working in numerous 
political campaigns for his party.

Victoria Voda (KS, Denmark) has a degree in Business 
Administration and Commercial Law from Copenhagen 
Business School. She is a candidate for the City Council of 
Copenhagen for the Conservative Peoples’ Party.

PfE

Over the past working year the Co-Chairs of the Perma-
nent Working Group on Policies for Europe tried to identify 
the most important topics and any uncovered topics con-
cerning the general challenges faced by and within the 
EU and Europe. The Working Group was chaired by Ro-
man Malessa (RCDS Germany), Victoria Voda (KS, Den-
mark) and Filip Gjorgijev (YFU of VMRO-DPMNE, FYROM). 
The Co-Chairs focussed on several different topics over 
the past year, including the ongoing war in the Middle 
East. The Working Group also drafted a motion concern-
ing the current instability in North Africa and highlighted 
that the main challenge in this regard was the need for 
long-term solutions in the region in order to secure its 
sustainable development. The Working Group also ad-
dressed the problem of mobility in Europe, drafting a res-
olution on a smart ticketing scheme for public transport. 
The purpose of the motion was to make it easier for EU 
citizens to travel within the European Union because with 

such a scheme would ensure public transport became 
more efficient, simpler and economically more cost-ef-
fective. The Working Group also addressed the problem 
that some EU Member States have introduced schemes 
that directly or indirectly sell EU citizenship to citizens of 
countries outside the EU.  Further to this, a discussion 
took place within the Working Group on the sovereignty 
of EU Member States and the need for procedures for the 
acquisition of national citizenship in EU Member States 
should be put onto the agenda. During the working year, 
member organisations also submitted motions on food 
policies addressing the problems of differing food stan-
dards between Western and Eastern Europe, food waste 
and the challenge of branding the origin of the food ac-
cordingly. The Working Group had very fruitful discussions 
throughout the working year and successfully enhanced 
the importance of general EU and European policies in 
EDS. 
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Anna Ohanyan (YRPA Armenia) is currently studying for 
a PhD in Political Science. Anna is the Spokesperson of 
the Minister of Economic Development and Investments 
of Armenia. Anna has been an active delegate of YRPA 
Armenia in EDS since 2015.

Robert Kiss (RMKDM Romania) has a BA in Business 
and Management from Corvinus University Budapest, a 
Master’s degree in Political Campaigns Analysis and a 
Master’s degree in Economics and Tourism. In 2016 he 
started a Phd in Economics at Bucharest University of Eco-
nomic Studies and currently serves as Vice-Chairman of 
RMKDM.

Elie Obeid (LFYA Lebanon) holds a BA in Business Man-
agement and currently works as a Content Associate at 
Thomson Reuters in Beirut. Elie is also the Project Manag-
er of the Politics 2 programme at MentorSHE Women and 
is an adviser to the Minister of Social Affairs in Lebanon. 
He is the Vice President of the Public Relations Bureau of 
the LFYA and a member of the International Committee.

During the course of the past working year, the Co-chairs 
of the Human Rights Permanent Working Group tried to 
address some of the most important and pressing hu-
man rights issues in Europe and around the world. The 
Working Group was chaired by Anna Ohanyan (YRPA, 
Armenia), Robert Kiss (RMKDM, Romania) and Elie Obeid 
(LFYA, Lebanon). Over the year the Co-Chairs oversaw 
discussions within the Working Group on motions cov-
ering a variety of topics, including combating discrim-
ination, the persecution of minorities, anti-Semitism, 
children’s rights, human rights abuses, and bloggers’ 
rights across Europe, Africa and the Middle East. At the 
time of writing, over the course of the working year the 
Council had adopted all eight of the motions proposed 
by the Co-Chairs and member organisations within the 
Human Rights Working Group. These included the motion 
on Opposing Anti-Semitism which was discussed during 
the Council Meeting held in Venice in September 2016. 

Another important motion was the one concerning Hu-
man Rights in Turkey after the July Coup, which targeted 
the human rights violations in that country following the 
attempted coup and called for action. There was also the 
motion Condemning Human Rights Abuses in Zimbabwe 
presented by YCGE UK during the last Winter Universi-
ty held in Malta in March 2017. Meanwhile, the motion 
on Children’s Rights in Europe presented by the Working 
Group at the Oslo Council Meeting last May generated 
many high quality discussions. However, the highlight 
and probably the greatest achievement by the Working 
Group during the year was the adoption of the motion 
on Education without Discrimination which promoted 
the right to education of all people without any type of 
discrimination due to nationality or regional affiliation. 
This was adopted by the Council during the first Council 
Meeting of the working year held in Venice in September 
2016.

Human Rights

HR
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Mihaela Radu (TLDM Moldova) holds a Master’s degree 
in Public Relations and Advertising from the Academy of 
Economic Studies of Moldova and is an honorary gradu-
ate of promotion. She currently is an executive director 
of Dreamups, where she is helping to develop the Mol-
dovan start-up community. Mihaela is also a member of 
the PLDM National Political Council and is responsible for 
communications in TLDM. 

Hubert Tadych (SMD Poland)  is pursuing a Master’s De-
gree at the Faculty of Law at the Adam Mickiewicz Uni-
versity in Poznan. He works in the office of Civic Platform. 
He has gained experience both in a private law firm and in 
public bodies such as the Provincial Council Office and the 
City Hall. Since 2012, he has been appointed his organi-
sation’s social media leader and a member of its interna-
tional secretariat. 

Georgi Nikolaev (MGERB Bulgaria) was born in Bulgaria. 
Georgi is a third-year law student at the University of Ve-
liko Tarnovo. He serves as a town councillor in his home-
town of Sliven. His experience in EDS includes being a 
former Co-Chair of the Policies for Europe Working Group 
during the 2015/2016 work year. This year he has tried 
to present policies aimed at tackling Euroscepticism and 
Populism in Europe.

During the course of the 2016/17 working year, EDS cre-
ated a specially dedicated task force in the form of the 
temporary ad-hoc Working Group for Euroscepticism and 
Populism, with the goal of tackling the dangerous wave 
of populism and radicalisation affecting the European con-
tinent today. The group was chaired by Michaela Radu 
(TLDM Moldova), Georgi Nikolaev (MGERB Bulgaria), and 
Hubert Tadych (SMD Poland). The Group covered five main 
areas of interest which resulted in the output of the fol-
lowing resolutions adopted by the Council: Tackling the In-
creasing Dissemination of Fake News and Disinformation; 
Media Outlets and Populist Discourse; Countering Online 
Radicalisation; Keeping the European Idea in Eastern Part-
nership Countries Alive; and Overcoming the Negative Im-
pact of the Turkish Turn to Autocracy.
The Working Group focussed on the problems posed by 
the spreading of fake news and disinformation, as well as 
political radicalisation, populist narratives and external in-
terference in European politics. An interest in the anti-pop-
ulism agenda has been seen throughout the EPP’s actions 

throughout the 2016/2017 working year.
In 2017, during the EDS Policy Days in Warsaw, organised 
by the EPP Group in the European Parliament and EDS, EDS 
adopted a resolution promoting the protection of democra-
cy and the rule of law in the European Union, and through 
the adoption of a second motion answered the question of 
whether a more decisive integration process would help to 
rebuild trust in and identification with the European project.
The ideas and thoughts of the Working Group have been 
presented through motions and background papers, but 
also through active contributions to the EDS student mag-
azine BullsEye. The Working Group facilitated engaging and 
valuable discussions that resulted in the formulation of a 
number of motions. The Working Group called for the im-
provement of political accountability and transparency in 
Europe through a fundamental new understanding of the 
necessary dialogue and relationship between politicians 
and citizens, as well as the need to undertake the ground-
work needed to ensure greater recognition among ordinary 
citizens of the advantages brought by the EU.

Euroscepticism 
& Populism

EP
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Energy policy has increased in significance in Europe 
with ambitions to reduce carbon emissions, make 
Europe a frontrunner for renewable energy produc-
tion and reduce geopolitical security risks, ranking 
more highly than ever on the EU policy agenda. 
Important steps towards these achievements have 
already been taken, such as the EU Policy Framework 
for Energy and Climate 2030, the energy security 
strategy, the long-term goals for the 2050 Energy 
Roadmap and energy being one of the top ten prior-
ities of the Commission. The Treaty of Lisbon legally 
included energy policy into the EU competency, but 
nevertheless many policy competencies related to 
energy in practice belong to the national Member 
States, which requires voluntary cooperation on a 
national level as a complement to the common strat-
egy. Since energy utility companies in Europe have 
significant levels of state-ownership, the progress 
of creating a single market and allowing for new en-
trants will have a great impact on Member States.

Integration of energy markets
In order to achieve a single energy market and reach 
the environmental goals, substantial investments 
and reforms have to be made, as well as further in-
tegration of national energy markets and increased 
cross-border energy trade held together by smart 
grids. A welcome beginning is regional co-operation 
which has been already established.

The integration process needs to consist both of 
‘software’ such as the removal of regulatory barriers 
and energy related legislation – from recognition of 
methodologies to frameworks for operation – and of 
‘hardware’ such as pipelines and physical intercon-

nections. There is, however, a risk attached to large 
infrastructure projects; that they can lock in “strand-
ed assets” which are not fully utilised if too much 
focus is placed on fossil fuel infrastructure. Given 
attempts to diversify suppliers and energy types, 
these projects should approached with a long-term 
perspective. 

Deregulation of energy markets
To maintain sustainable and long-term investments, 
all forms of subsidies should be removed for mature 
technologies, unless they are supporting R&D and 
innovation, in addition to the removal of price-regula-
tions and the deregulation of energy markets. 

European electricity prices have increased over the 
years. Following partial deregulation and the ad-
vent of renewable energy, suppliers are producing 
according to the marginal cost of electricity, which 
also means fluctuating demand and supply and con-
sequently price fluctuations. On the whole, renew-
able low-carbon energy is helping push wholesale 
electricity prices down though. Increased competi-
tion, for example from cheaper Chinese solar panels, 
enables generation costs to decrease further. Nev-
ertheless, the deregulation attempts have not been 
sufficient, and it would be desirable to split electricity 
generation from transmission and distribution. An-
other important step towards making energy more 
affordable to access for consumers is to give greater 
recognition to the role of gas and include this in the 
Heating and Cooling Strategy.

Climate friendly investments
Energy consumption in Europe peaked prior to the 

“Powering Europe – The Future of 
EU Energy Strategy”
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financial crisis and, though followed by a decrease, 
energy demand is increasing globally. Petroleum 
will be an important source of energy for the con-
siderable future, however, an energy transition will 
be necessary. According to the International Energy 
Agency, investments in the power sector made after 
2020 would cost more than four times as much as 
those made before 2020. Since much of the energy 
infrastructure that was built 30-40 years ago needs 
to be replaced, it would be cost-efficient to upgrade 
or replace these immediately. 

Europe should become a leader in renewables – and 
increase consumption by scrapping its tariffs on 
renewable energy. Another carbon dioxide-neutral 
energy source is nuclear power, which is a stable 
and better alternative to oil and gas until renewables 
have been phased in successfully. Generally, the fu-
ture will rely on improved technology and increased 
energy efficiency, in particular through Information 
and Communication Technologies (ICT). A past mis-
take, however, has been premature introduction of 
technology that lacks competitiveness on the mar-
ket through direct financial support and subsidised, 
state-financed loans. Therefore, it is more desirable 
to support independent energy research to develop 
innovation, technology and storage, rather than po-
litically selecting the winners. New and progressive 
business models, like the circular economy, also ben-
efit from low barriers to entry and a political climate 
which favours innovation. Gas and nuclear are the 
best partners to renewable energy and these indus-
tries will play a major role in a modern and dynamic 
market.

Energy security
A strong case for an energy union concerns Euro-

pean security, since energy has proven a powerful 
tool in geopolitical battles. The EU has its highest 
energy dependency on one supplier – Russia – with 
some Member States being completely dependent 
on Russian gas, which has stirred up problems fol-
lowing Russia’s aggressive foreign policy and unreli-
ability as a partner. This was illustrated in 2014-2015 
when Gazprom cut off the gas supply. Energy politics 
are at the heart of EU foreign policy and thus raise 
challenges on divergent interest and priorities, and 
also contradictory policy aims; one being the recent 
preference to import from Azerbaijan despite the 
country’s grave human rights violations. 

There is also a risk inherent in diversification strat-
egies given the instability in some new supplier 
countries, with the attacks on Turkish gas pipelines 
and increased terrorist activity in Tunisia being two 
examples. With changes in the global oil market and 
increased energy independence in the United States, 
which may affect their foreign policy, the EU should 
consider its own strategy on energy security and in-
crease partnership with producers globally. The EU 
should strengthen its partnership with Norway as a 
reliable and stable gas supplier in Europe. European 
gas from Norway will also contribute to ensure Eu-
rope’s security of supply in the future.

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student’s organisation of European 
People’s Party (EPP):
• Acknowledging that energy markets in Europe 

should be further integrated and deregulated, 
whilst having high environmental ambitions;

• Emphasising that market mechanisms, open 
competition and market price signals are pre-
conditions for a long-term increase in energy 

efficiency;
• Taking into account the importance of contin-

uous competitiveness of European businesses 
and industries, to attract green investments 
and innovation;

• Believing that the EU should be a frontrunner in 
environmentally friendly energy production and 
the fight against global warming; 

• Emphasising that the storage of excessive en-
ergy must be used more efficiently, and that 
energy efficiency should be improved in resi-
dential and commercial buildings as well as in 
transportation;

• Bearing in mind the energy policy implications 
for security, climate change and competitive-
ness;

• Recognising the dangers of unilateral energy 
dependence on an unreliable Russia following 
its aggressive foreign policy and usage of ener-
gy exports as a political weapon; 

• Raising concerns over the dangers of Daesh 
and other terrorist organisations being funded 
by profits from the sale of fossil fuels; and

• Keeping in mind that necessary energy reforms 
cannot interfere in Member States’ national 
social policies.

Call on the European Commission and Member 
States to:
• Speed up the process towards an EU energy 

union;
• Introduce a regulatory strategy which allows 

for the monitoring of Member States’ commit-
ments and implementation of existing Europe-
an legislation, and further excludes countries 
that have failed to do so from accessing EU 
funding for energy infrastructure projects;
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• Remove price controls to achieve market pric-
es and decentralisation;

• Deregulate energy markets, in particular elec-
tricity markets, and initiate the splitting of 
electricity generation from transmission and 
distribution;

• Mobilise and set up a framework for Informa-
tion and Communication Technologies (ICT) to 
increase sustainability through energy efficien-
cy and climate change adaptation as well as 
the further development of smart sustainable 
cities and regions;

• Encourage long-term investments from both 
the public and the private sector in infrastruc-
ture and clean technologies, and further secure 
grid reliability through smart grid networks;

• Ensure safety and security standards in smart 
grid and smart meter systems;

• Scrap green energy tariffs and anti-dumping 
levies on non-European energy sources;

• Diversify transport routes and energy suppliers, 
of gas in particular, which includes stopping 
pipeline projects like South Stream and Nord 
Stream 2, and increase transparency in and 
co-ordination of contract negotiations with 
third partners;

• Facilitate production from renewable resources 
as well as existing stable carbon dioxide-neu-
tral sources, such as hydro power and nuclear 
energy, keeping in mind that the energy mix 
remains a national competence;

• Stimulate compensation with equivalent 
non-fossil fuel types of energy sources in 
Member States where nuclear energy is being 
phased out;

• Introduce comprehensive, structural reforms of 
the EU Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS);

• Take into account the challenges and oppor-
tunities of digitalisation in the energy sector, 
particularly with a view to the development of 

novel forms of energy distribution;
• Conclude an updated energy security strategy, 

taking into account global changes in the oil 
market;

• Play a constructive part in resolving the natural 
resources conflict in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean;

• Enhance cooperation with Middle Eastern 
countries to ensure they have the capacity to 
prevent the funding of terrorism through the 
sale of fossil fuels;

• Invest in technology neutral energy research 
and development, such as through the Europe-
an Energy Research Alliance; and 

• Encourage and implement self-regulatory 
agreements as a complement to the Eco-de-
sign Directive, as well as fully implement the 
directive itself.

In the 21st century we live in the century of digitalisa-
tion. Everything is becoming more and more digital, 
and it has become almost impossible to do anything 
without a computer or the internet.  

In the future, it will be almost impossible to be hired 
without at least basic computer skills. The impor-
tance of being able to use computers and the sig-
nificance of being able to code will continue to rise 
constantly. It will not only be a requirement to be able 
to work with this technology but also to understand 
it and create new technology and programmes. 
This means that being able to code and understand 
programming languages will be just as important as 
“normal” language skills. 

However, the situation in Europe’s higher education 
institutions (“HEIs”) does not reflect this develop-
ment. Learning a language is a usual thing, nobody 
would question that, and there is also the possibility 
in many HEIs to learn traditional languages such as 
Spanish, Mandarin, Russian, French, etc.

This is to be contrasted with the learning of coding 
languages which remains pretty rare. Having the 
possibility to learn coding is not something that stu-
dents can take for granted unless if they have active-
ly sought to include it in their field of studies. 

We, the European Democrat Students, the 
official student organisation of the European 
People’s Party, recognise that:
• Digitalisation is an on-going and quickly in-

creasing process;
• Having the ability to programm will become a 

necessary skill for almost every job and in ev-
eryday life in the future; and 

• This changed situation is not reflected in the 
curricula of HEIs in Europe. 

We, the European Democrat Students, the offi-
cial student organisation of the European Peo-
ple’s Party, call upon European Institutions to:
• Call upon HEIs to offer students programming 

courses on different levels; and
• Give students the possibility to attain recogni-

tion for these courses as ECTS in their studies. H
ER

“Programming Skills”
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EDS has since its beginning advocated for the prin-
ciples of liberty, democracy and human rights. In 
July 2013 the Council adopted a motion calling for 
protection of Human Rights in Turkey and has since 
been following the developments closely. Since the 
adoption of this resolution, Turkey has further seen a 
substantive influx of refugees whose human rights 
are likewise at risk and in need of protection.

Respect for human rights is one of the main deter-
minants of the legitimacy of national governments 
on the international arena. In ensuring compliance 
with those standards, the international community 
should be consistent and uncompromising. There is 
no excuse for the violation of the fundamental first 
generation rights of the individual.

Turkey is an important partner of the EU and a mem-
ber of NATO. This makes it all the more important 
that we do not forget human rights concerns and 
ignore the current situation in the country in this re-
spect.  

As national and international organisations involved 
in the protection of human rights have identified, the 
main problems include the displacement of a mas-
sive part of the population, the number of civilians, 
including children, dying in armed clashes and the 
blockade of access to information about the situation 
in the south-eastern part of the country. According 
to a European Commission Report published in 2015, 
the chief concern is the oppression by the govern-
ment towards the media and the opposition. More 
than 100 journalists and representatives of the media 
remain in Turkish prisons. Kurdish MPs were deprived 
of their parliamentary immunity. Meanwhile, online 
and electronic media have been strictly limited. 

Likewise, the Turkish government has, in the after-
math of the coup, resorted to measures that cannot 
be considered proportionate in consideration of the 
presently available information on the conspirators, 
their motives and their supporters. Instead, the ac-
tions of the AKP government has in effect under-
mined the independence of the judiciary - and by 
extension the integrity of the rule of law - and civil 
society. This includes most significantly the arbitrary 
dismissal of 2,745 judges, 21,000 teachers, all uni-
versity deans in the country, as well as numerous 
academics who have been known to have been 
critical of the government. Freedom of press has 
further been curtailed through the continuous arrest 
of journalists and the closure of 100 media outlets in 
the country. Criticism of these measures has been 
denounced by the Turkish government to inherently 
amount to support for the failed coup. This is a perni-
cious attempt to silence scrutiny and criticism of the 
measures taken by Ankara, particularly in consider-
ation of developments prior to the coup.  
Turkish Parliament has approved a bill suspending 
the European Convention on Human Rights which is 
a vital document for the protection of human rights. 
This is unacceptable for the country that is a member 
of the Council of Europe.
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Eu-
rope expressed its specific objections to the use 
of anti-terrorist legislation to political disputes. The 
current wording of the relevant legislation contains a 
very broad definition of terrorism, which creates the 
possibility for the oppression of political opponents.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP),
• Condemning both the unsuccessful coup at-

“Protection of Human Rights in Turkey”

H
R tempt and the disproportionate measures tak-

en by the Turkish government in response to it;
• Rejecting the insinuation of the Turkish gov-

ernment that condemnation of the measures 
it has taken in response to the coup attempt 
equalled implicit support for the conspirators;

• Professing values such as freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion and the prohibition of 
inhuman treatment;

• Considering the protection of human rights to 
be the obligation of the state;

• Acknowledging that the open discussion of 
ideas and unfettered opposition parties are 
an inseparable part of the democratic system; 
and

• Observing the alarming trend of the restricting 
of freedom in Turkey;

Call on the European Union and its Member 
States to: 
• Emphasise the protection of human rights in 

bilateral relations between the EU and Turkey;
• Condemn the suspension of the ECHR by Tur-

key as a serious threat to the protection of 
human rights;

• Call on the Turkish government to mitigate the 
treatment of its opponents, inter alia through 
the clarification of uncertain definitions in the 
current anti-terrorism legislation;

• To unambiguously condemn the disproportion-
al and arbitrary measures taken by the Turkish 
government against the independent judiciary, 
the independent press, as well as the second-
ary and Higher Education sector in response to 
the failed military coup; 

• Call on the Turkish government to allow inter-
national NGOs to provide transparent observa-

tion of the situation in the country; 
• Support organisations dealing with the protec-

tion of human rights in Turkey;
• Condemn the Turkish government’s seizure 

in recent years of historic churches as state 
property, in some cases transforming them to 
mosques;  

• Stop the accession negotiations with Turkey 
if that country reintroduces the death penalty;

• Monitor the human rights situation in turkey in 
detail; and 

• Stop future compromises with Turkey regard-
ing human.
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Since the beginning of the Syrian Revolution in 2011 
and its subsequent escalation into a full-blown civil 
war, Lebanon has come to host 1,033,513 Syrian 
refugees who have been registered with the United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR).  
This total does not include the additional hundreds 
of thousands of unregistered refugees who have fled 
Syria in order to save their lives. In addition, Lebanon 
is also home to thousands of unregistered Syrian 
workers. Lebanon’s neighbouring countries, namely 
Jordan and Turkey, host an additional total of around 
2 million refugees as well. 

The refugee crisis has now spread outside the bor-
ders of Syria’s neighbours to affect European coun-
tries as well, counties which have so far struggled 
to find a solution to the refugee crisis. The social and 
economic impact of the refugee crisis on all of these 
countries has been immense. 

Several attempts have been made to find a solution 
to the crisis. The EU, the European Council and the 
EPP have all and will continue to play an important 
role in the resolution of the refugee crisis. However, 
so far effects have sought to treat the effects of the 
crisis and have neglected its cause. 

One of the main causes of the refugee crisis is the 
Assad Regime. It reacted ferociously to a peace-
ful uprising demanding reforms at first and then a 
change of an oppressive regime that has terrorised 
Syria and the region for 45 years. In doing so it killed 
innocent, unarmed civilians and transformed the rev-
olution into an armed war which has given birth to 
terrorist groups such as DAESH. These groups had 
been nurtured for years in Syrian prisons by Assad 
and he has also engaged transnational militias such 

as Hezbollah to support him.

Moreover, several reports have indicated the exis-
tence of strong ties between the Assad regime and 
Islamic jihadists groups including DAESH, al-Qaeda, 
the al-Nusra Front and others. An economic relation-
ship exists between them based on oil and electricity 
needs. Other reports have used the phrase “Assad 
picked his opponents”, explaining the role the As-
sad regime played in the creation of these terrorist 
groups by training their key leaders who were held 
captive in several Syrian prisons and then set free 
at different periods during the early stages of the 
revolution.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP),
• Considering that the brutality of the Assad re-

gime, DAESH and other terrorist organisations 
represents an abhorrent violation of human 
rights and international law;

• Condemning the use of chemical and illegal 
weapons by the Assad regime, DAESH and 
other terrorist organisations, the use of which 
constitutes a clear violation of international 
agreements and the international law;

• Recognising every human being’s right to 
self-determination and to be respected as 
a human being entitled to all the rights cited 
in the United Nation’s Declaration of Human 
Rights without fearing any repercussions on 
his actions; and

• Recognising the Syrian people’s right to fair 
representation and life under a free, sovereign 
and democratic state;

Call upon the European Union, the European 
Council and the European Parliament to:
• Take all necessary measures to implement a 

lasting ceasefire, to strengthen efforts towards 
conclusion of a peace process and to insure 
free democratic elections in Syria; 

• Support the Syrian people and aid them in re-
building the state institutions which will form 
the foundation of a free, sovereign and dem-
ocratic Syria;

• Impose the implementation of a non-fly zone 
over Syria and create a self-governed safe 
zone within the international community; and 

• Provide economic aid to the Syrian refugees, 
ensuring this aid goes both to the countries 
hosting refugees as well as to the refugees 
trapped within Syria, and help the refugees get 
back to their home country and avoid reper-
cussion by the Assad regime, DAESH or other 
terrorist groups.

“Protecting the Syrian People”

The level of cooperation between Central Asia and 
the European Union has fluctuated for many years. 
Since 2007 the EU has had a Central Asia strategy 
and this strategy underwent a review last year. The 
results of the review revealed the EU’s intention to 
increase its efforts to address the human rights chal-
lenges that exist in Central Asia. Even though the 
review articulated this increased attention to human 
rights, together with the several institutional mecha-
nisms put in place to strengthen relationships with 
Central Asian governments, it is clear that the area is 
still not a geopolitical priority for Europe. It has even 
been said that the EU’s engagement in Central Asia 
up until this point has had limited to no impact. 

In the meantime, the Central Asian region has be-
come more and more unstable. There is minimal 
trade with the EU, many of the countries in the region 
view democracy as a threat to their country’s sur-
vival, and corruption severely undermines any eco-
nomic development that could possibly take place in 
the region. The human rights situation has also been 
deteriorating severely. 

Although the area is not a current geopolitical priority 
for Europe, the EU should still work towards making 
a positive impact in the area, especially with regard 
to the promotion of human rights. Many argue that 
since the EU has little to lose by stepping in and try-
ing to impact Central Asian governments, this should 
be an easy step to take. The argument for action is 
further strengthened by the fact that local leaders 
place a degree of importance when regarding their 
relations with Europe and European powers. 

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the Europe-

an People’s Party (EPP),
• Wish to promote cooperation between the 

European Union and countries in Central Asia; 
and

• Intend to work towards promoting a focus on 
human right in countries in Central Asia.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP), call upon EU Member 
States to:
• Make cooperation between countries in Cen-

tral Asia and the European Union a priority; and
• Make human rights a focus for the cooperation 

between countries in Central Asia and the Eu-
ropean Union.

“The EU in Central Asia”
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Civil society constitutes a major part of society, as 
the “third sector” beside the state and the market. 
It comprises family constellations, non-governmen-
tal organisations and a multitude of civic institutions 
such as academia, charities, clubs, foundations and 
religious communities. All of these contribute both 
to the well-being of individuals and are beneficial 
to their communities as a whole. Civil society is 
also an integral part of modern democracy. The 
existence of civil society and the democratic gov-
ernance of states are intrinsically linked to each 
other. Without an active and free civil society, the 
democratic model erodes; and without democracy, 
civil society suffers. Conversely, civil society and 
the participation of individuals in it is beneficial for 
the establishment, preservation and development 
of democracy; and the presence of a free and dem-
ocratic state encourages the growth of a vibrant 
civil society.

There have been and are several examples of 
laudable contributions to communities in Europe 
made by representatives of civil society, both as 
participants in large historical events as well as 
in everyday life. These range from the role played 
by civil society in and during the fall of the Soviet 
Union to charity projects financed by local charity 
shops run by charitable foundations all over Europe. 
With this in mind, it is with regret that we note a 
disconcerting trend under which the space for civil 
society is steadily shrinking, and even ceasing to 
exist, in parts of the EU as well as in neighbouring 
countries. As citizens find new ways to organise, 
assemble and express themselves, governments 
have, irrespective of political affiliation, found new 
ways to limit civil society actors, whether they be 
non-governmental organisations and human rights 

advocates or religious associations and charities. 

Though laws on the framework for civil society 
organisations can be highly legitimate, it is crucial 
that legislation does not undermine their indepen-
dence or right of association, and that the state 
adheres to its duty to protect these rights. There is 
also no reason why a non-profit organisation should 
be subjected to more stringent funding restrictions 
than any other private or governmental institu-
tion. Several NGOs have faced pressure, including 
heavy-handed investigations, after coming under 
suspicion of foreign funding. In the Russian Feder-
ation, as evidenced by the “Foreign Agents” law of 
2012, all NGOs engaged in broadly defined “political 
activities” which receive foreign funding are obliged 
to register as “foreign agents” and since 2015 for-
eign NGOs can and have been banned. Further 
infringements on the rights of civil society by the 
Russian government include the recent law on “an-
ti-terrorism” which grants the authorities the right 
both to arrest people on the basis of violating “gen-
erally accepted norms of social behaviour” while at 
the same time banning religious associations from 
praying, proselytising or disseminating religious lit-
erature outside of state-sanctioned sites.

Furthermore, increased control over the media and 
granting the police the right to shut down public 
protests at any time, as has been the case with Po-
land, is affecting the activities of many civil society 
organisations. Another indication of an unhealthy 
approach to civil society is the creation of govern-
ment-organised non-governmental organisations 
(GONGO), aimed at supporting the goals of the 
government under the illusion of civil society whilst 
persecuting genuinely independent NGOs, as has 

been the case in Azerbaijan. The different actions 
taken to restrict civil society are worrying and 
should be more closely monitored, both in the case 
of more moderate restrictions as well as the more 
extreme forms that have been exhibited in Europe.

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student’s organisation of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP):
• Acknowledging the importance of civil soci-

ety both for individuals, communities and the 
well-being of democracy;

• Raising concerns over the shrinking space 
for civil society organisations in and around 
Europe;

• Regretting that “national security measures” 
are increasingly being used to justify restric-
tions on civil society;

• Emphasising the need to protect and guaran-
tee the freedom of civil society organisations 
and their independence;

• Supporting increased connectivity of citizens 
in the digital era; and

• Underlining the international principles of 
freedom of association, the right to operate 
free from unwarranted state interference, 
freedom of expression, the right to communi-
cation and cooperation, freedom of peaceful 
assembly, the right to seek and secure sourc-
es, and the state’s duty to protect its citizens.

Call on the European Commission and EU 
Member States to:
• Facilitate conditions and frameworks under 

which civil society in Member States can op-
erate freely without fear of reprisals;

• Provide support for those members of civil 

“Civil Society in a Turbulent World”

society who find themselves under pressure 
from government infringements both in EU 
Member States as well as in countries neigh-
bouring the EU;

• Monitor intrusions upon the rights and liber-
ties of civil society which have occurred in 
EU Member States as well is in neighbouring 
states, and if necessary launch infringements 
proceedings where fundamental rights have 
been breached;

• Condemn the Russian “Foreign Agents” law 
and similar practices in other countries; and

• Protect the right of international cooperation 
between civil society organisations as well as 
the right to foreign funding for civil society or-
ganisations in accordance with international 
law.

RESOLUTIONS
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It might seem that EU citizens benefit from well-func-
tioning cross-border public transportation but many 
of them are still affected by insufficient connections. 
Many neighbouring countries out of the 13 Member 
States which have joined the EU since 2004 lack 
direct rail connections between each other despite 
existing infrastructure and technical possibilities. The 
reason is not down to a lack of infrastructure fund-
ing, since this is successfully provided by the EU’s 
cohesion and development policies. Rather it is due 
to a range of factors, including economic unprofitabil-
ity, mainly at a national level, but also an absence 
of willingness to conclude relevant agreements on 
local or regional levels. The failure by these countries’ 
national or local authorities to recognise the public 
interest and to work together has prevented the de-
velopment of transport connections and cooperation 
between neighbouring frontier regions. 

The task at hand is to take measures to ensure gov-
ernments of neighbouring states and authorities at 
lower levels enter into agreements on setting up and 
financing direct rail and bus connections. Another 
task that cannot be put aside is the need to achieve 
consensus on cost-sharing, as this is a project which 
would not have a focus on income generation. With 
regard to the financial aspect of this issue, it is vital to 
overcome the vicious circle of little demand causing 
little supply, which in turn further depresses demand. 
In order to overcome this issue and increase demand 
there must be an initial period in which supply ex-
ceeds the demand.

It is important to recognise that the Baltic countries 
suffer extra difficulties with regard to land-based 

border traffic. It could be expected that the only rea-
son for the railway’s deadlock is nothing other than 
technical impossibility to connect directly to the rest 
of the EU, as the track gauge is different from that 
of the main European rail network. Although work is 
now being done to resolve this problem through the 
Rail Baltica – TEN-T programme, which has seen the 
building of a new European standard gauge railway 
line and the first stage of which between Poland 
and Lithuania has already been completed, Member 
States in the Baltic are still not willing to establish 
a single passenger connection. Another example of 
problems facing the development of international 
public transportation links can be seen at the frontier 
between Poland and Slovakia. At this border there 
are three rail crossing-points but none of these is 
used for passenger or goods connections, neces-
sitating the taking of a roundabout route through 
a third Member State such as the Czech Republic. 
Public transport by road does not seem to be an ad-
equate substitute as it does not form a major propor-
tion of border traffic overall.

Taking into consideration the fact that more than 
80% of all border traffic between Central European 
EU states take place via land borders, it is now ur-
gent to reduce the role of individual means of trans-
port in favour of collective transport, as well as to 
ensure EU citizens are provided with a wide range 
of services enabling them to exercise their full rights 
and freedoms. A continuation of the current situation 
would be contrary to the freedom of movement, EU 
principles of sustainable growth and the sustainable 
transport policies promoted by the European Com-
mission. It is vital for new Member States to improve 

“Making Cross-Border Transportation 
More Accessible for EU Citizens”

P
fE cross-border transportation links in order to fully ex-

ploit all of the advantages given by the EU Treaty and 
Schengen Agreement and to allow their residents to 
fully exercise those rights and freedoms which go 
beyond them.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP),
• Acknowledging that the freedom of movement 

is one of the most basic rights of EU citizens;
• Supporting the full enjoyment by citizens of 

granted rights as far as is reasonably possible; 
and

• Recognizing the vital role of a sustainable 
transport policy.

Call upon the European Union, the Europe-
an Commissioner for Mobility and Transport 
and the public administrations of all Member 
States to:
• Enhance their efforts to encourage Member 

States to conclude cooperation agreements 
on cross-border public transportation connec-
tions which guarantee direct and frequent 
connections;

• Enhance cooperation between the regional 
authorities of Member States to provide direct 
public transport services between every single 
neighbouring border region within the EU and 
Schengen area;

• Take action to consider the profitability of ser-
vices in order to create the most efficient mod-
el of financing for cross-border transportation; 

• Undertake measures aimed at bringing about 

reasonable, achievable and accessible trans-
portation services;

• Require public transportation operators to con-
nect cross-border services with their domestic 
services within the country, enabling access 
for the widest possible number of the public; 

• Strive towards the introduction of a stu-
dent discount system for existing and future 
cross-border transportation links; and

• Take steps to increase cooperation between 
neighbouring cross-border local and region-
al authorities in the field of both rail and bus 
transport in order to replace ad hoc services 
only provided for certain purposes with regular 
service.
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The “European social model” is often used to 
describe a combination of social, economic and 
employment policies aimed at social cohesion. A 
social Europe refers to social protection, welfare 
services and employment issues. Despite attempts 
from the European Commission and the European 
Parliament to introduce structural programmes and 
legislation in the name of a “European social mod-
el”, these are essentially policy areas whose com-
petency belongs to the Member States. The EU 
may share some of the basic features but it has to 
respect institutional competition and acknowledge 
that Europe consists of many, heterogeneous mod-
els. It is questionable whether it can be described 
as one social model at all. 
Each country has its own unique situation, but Eu-
rope can essentially be divided into five different 
social models: the Nordic, the Continental, the 
Anglo-Saxon, the Mediterranean and the Central/
Eastern European. They differ in terms of social in-
surance, labour market policies, taxation policies, 
pension systems, the view on subsidies, the role 
of trade unions, protective legislation and so forth. 
Consequently, one size does not fit all. The inclusion 
of Social Europe in the Amsterdam Treaty and the 
effects of policies inspired by this idea have been 
on balance disadvantageous. The EU stands at a 
crossroads: either it can reject the notion of Social 
Europe and focus on other policy areas or it can 
create extensive European social programmes and 
harmonise social-protection systems and labour 
markets according to one model. The latter is di-
rectly incompatible with respecting the diversity of 
national social systems and frankly almost impossi-
ble to achieve.
Recent examples include proposals to put in place 
a Europe-wide minimum wage and basic income 

guarantees – measures that are conflicting with 
the labour market structures in some Member 
States and which should be decided at a nation-
al level. Another is the youth guarantee scheme, 
aimed to help Europe’s youth, but with the result 
that the Commission promised jobs within a certain 
time period without guarantees of achieving them 
except through state-funding.
When presenting the new Commission, President 
Jean-Claude Juncker said that he wanted “a Eu-
ropean Union that is bigger and more ambitious on 
big things, and smaller and more modest on small 
things”. Rather than being ambitious on big things, 
the EU should be bigger on the right things, e.g. 
completing the internal market and the energy 
union, and smaller on other things. In terms of em-
ployment European institutions should focus on en-
suring and promoting labour mobility, and facilitate 
a liberalised framework for people and businesses 
to operate in other European countries rather than 
creating a European welfare state or social mod-
el. Respecting the principles of subsidiarity and 
proportionality is of equal importance to deepened 
integration in areas of mutual interest. Only with 
this approach can institutions regain trust from the 
citizens of Europe.

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student’s organisation of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP):
• Acknowledging that Europe consists of many 

heterogeneous social models;
• Believing that the notion of one Social Europe 

is crucially flawed.;
• Believing in the benefits of institutional com-

petition and the respect for the principles of 
subsidiarity and proportionality;

• Emphasising that the EU should be bigger on 
some policy areas and smaller on others;

• Stating that institutions have the right to 
make recommendations for more cohesive 
social models, but that these should not and 
cannot be imposed on Member States; and

• Recognising that the liberalisation and priva-
tisation of pension systems would be a more 
optimal solution to the cross-border pension 
problem than would be provided by standard-
isation.

Call on the European Commission and EU 
Member States to:
• Respect the principles of subsidiarity and pro-

portionality;
• Ensure that social and employment policies, 

including social protection and social dia-
logue, are to be defined as competencies for 
the Member States, as long as they fulfil the 
basic requirements of acquis de l’Union.

“European Social Models”

RESOLUTIONS
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Continued growth in greenhouse gas emissions 
could trigger a collapse of Antarctica’s ice levels, 
raising sea levels by several metres in only a few 
hundred years. This is all down to the choices we 
make today. This is a serious threat to humanity, and 
also one we will need to take very seriously in the 
years to come when trying to change the outcome 
and battle rising temperatures and decreasing ice 
levels. Over the past century sea levels have slow-
ly been rising. This is in part due to the addition of 
water to the oceans through either the melting or 
“calving” off of icebergs from the world’s land ice. 
Many individual mountain glaciers and ice caps are 
known to have been retreating, contributing to the 
rising sea levels.
The last decade was the warmest on record in Eu-
rope, with European land temperatures 1.3°C warm-
er than the pre-industrial average. Various model pro-
jections show that Europe could be 2.5–4°C warmer 
in the latter part of the 21st century, compared to the 
1961–1990 average. 
Another serious problem for humanity is the hole in 
the ozone layer. After three decades of observation, 
scientists have finally found the first signs of healing 
in the notorious Southern Hemisphere Ozone Hole. 
This means that we are finally moving in the right 
direction. Scientists have found that in recent years 
the ozone hole has shrunk by more than 4 million 
square kilometres. Furthermore, the hole is not as 
deep as it used to be. After many years of working 
for it, we are now beginning to achieve and see real 
progress.
According to the EEA report, climate change is af-
fecting all regions in Europe, causing a wide range of 
impacts. Further impacts are expected in the future, 

potentially causing high damage costs.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP),
• Acknowledging we have a responsibility to 

make positive changes and minimise the 
amount of greenhouse gas emissions as well 
as to raise general awareness of the current 
situation in Antarctica and the current status 
of ice levels;

• Noting that almost four million people live in 
the Arctic region and that they have devel-
oped their communities and economy to fit 
their environment, meaning climate change 
and warmer temperatures will require them to 
adapt to new conditions.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP), call upon EU Member 
States to:
• Continue efforts aimed  at decreasing green-

house gas emissions;
• Raise more awareness amongst their citizens 

of the issues our planet is facing as a result of 
greenhouse gas emissions; and

• Pay attention to the fact that a lot of the Euro-
pean cities are built in coastal areas and that 
they will need to adapt and prepare, depending 
on how much sea levels rise.

“Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
and the Melting of the Polar Ice Caps’’

One of the biggest challenges the EU is facing today 
is managing the task of fostering public interest in 
politics at the EU level. There remains an insufficient 
understanding of the scope, process and impact of 
policy making on the everyday life of the average EU 
citizen. This is exemplified by the low turnout at EU 
elections. 

For the EU to succeed, it is vital to establish that  our 
goals of freedom and prosperity can only be achieved 
if the community stands united. It is vital to ensure 
that EU citizens understand the crucial significance 
of the community’s cohesion for the advancement 
of the continent as a whole.  This can be achieved 
through many channels: television broadcasts, social 
media advertisement, debating platforms, educa-
tional videos for pupils, etc. 

Sharing information and educating the next gener-
ation is pivotal to secure the future. Therefore it is 
utterly important that all EU citizens are given the 
opportunity to exert their democratic right and influ-
ence EU politics. The debates on the future of the EU 
should not finish at a point at which only politicians 
and experts are discussing solutions; it is very im-
portant that European citizens at large are able to ex-
press their points of view. To achieve this, all means 
available must be employed to reach citizens in every 
Member State. This signifies establishing new tradi-
tions and engaging as many people as possible. The 
EU is an original form of political cooperation that 
requires original ideas. 

The President of the EU Commission, Jean-Claude 
Junker, was elected through the Spitzenkandidaten 
system, used for the first time in 2014. The system 
entails that the leading candidate, the so-called 

Spitzenkandidat, of the most popular party in the 
elections to the European Parliament is nominated 
for the position of President of the European Com-
mission. This system has been perceived as a more 
democratic way to choose the President of the EU 
Commission and to establish a link between EU citi-
zens and Brussels. There are several issues raised by 
critics against the above mentioned system and the 
EU Council is currently looking into how the next EU 
election will proceed in 2019. 

Future adjustments of the Spitzenkandidaten proce-
dure should aim to improve the EU’s responsiveness 
and make the elections more European. Introducing 
primaries for the nominations of the Spitzenkandi-
daten could be a first step. The primaries could take 
place as political debate nights, broadcast live on 
television channels in every Member State and in 
every official language of the European Union. Every 
European party would nominate three candidates to 
debate on current topics, present the ideals of their 
parties and their respective vision for the EU. EU 
citizens should be able to cast their vote and partly 
decide the ultimate top candidate from all parties. 
The voting system would be adjusted to population 
size and electoral opinion would weigh into the final 
voting within the party. Broadcasting the debate 
would provide significant information before the EU 
election and involve citizens actively in the process 
of deciding our future leader. 

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organization of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP), 
• Acknowledging that the Spitzenkandidat sys-

tem is a more democratic way to elect the 
President of the EU Commission; and

• Considering that the future of the EU is depen-
dent on informing, educating and involving EU 
citizens in EU politics, by all means available; 

Call on the European Parliament and EU insti-
tutions to: 
• Be more active in broadcasting information on 

all available platforms and aspire to reach all 
EU citizens;

• Reform the Spitzenkandidaten system, to 
become a live broadcasted nomination con-
vention, where EU citizens from all MS can 
cast their vote for whom they consider fit to 
be Spitzenkandidaten, based on debates and 
adequate information;  

• Encourage MS to focus on the EU elections and 
urge their citizens to cast their vote and make 
their opinion heard through campaigns and 
other suitable means; Present all EU citizens 
with a list of all candidates for the Presidency 
of the EU Commission, and which party they 
represent. Candidates should also be listed in 
accordance with their party affiliation on every 
ballot paper issued to EU citizens when voting 
in the elections to the European Parliament.  

“Consolidating the Spitzenkandidat Process”
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Over recent decades sea levels have risen along 
with temperatures. Ice is melting in the Artic and 
Antarctica. These are some of the numerous side 
effects of climate change. For these effects to stop 
we need to take serious steps towards saving our 
planet. The European Union is in a prime position 
as a proactive implementer of new environmental 
policies. 

According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) the average temperature over 
all land and ocean surfaces has risen by about 
0.74ºC over the last century. Even small changes 
in the average temperature of the planet can cause 
large and potentially dangerous shifts in weath-
er. Such examples include more intensive floods, 
droughts and increased heat waves. Our oceans 
are warming, the ice caps are melting and sea lev-
els are rising. This causes another great concern, as 
it can lead to big coastal cities sinking. The IPCC es-
timates that sea levels have risen by approximately 
19 centimetres since 1901. 

Another big issue that climate change causes is 
the displacement of many millions of people. The 
UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) warns that climate 
change could cause the displacement of 250 mil-
lion people by 2050; in 2012 alone, over 32 million 
were displaced. So far, already tens of millions of 
people have been forced to leave their homes due 
to natural disasters. Such disasters are on the rise. 
Indeed, the World Resources Institute report that 
global flooding could triple by 2030. 

Last December, 195 countries signed the “Paris Cli-
mate Change Agreement”. The document declared 
a determination to keep the increase in global av-

erage temperatures below 2ºC above pre-indus-
trial levels. The next step required action by those 
countries with the highest levels of greenhouse 
gas emissions. To this end, at a summit meeting 
in Hangzhou in September, all G20 members, in-
cluding the USA and China, ratified the first ever 
universal, legally binding global climate deal. Each 
country can only demonstrate through action that it 
is living up to its responsibilities. Therefore, import-
ant amendments to the Montreal Protocol were 
made, specifically a global reduction in the use of 
climate-warming hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs). The 
Protocol will be voted on in October by the High 
Ambition Coalition. 

How quickly and the extent to which EU Member 
States will adopt and implement the new environ-
mental goals will be a key determinant of the suc-
cess in keeping our planet the same as we know 
it today. 

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the Euro-
pean People’s Party (EPP):
• Noting that our planet’s surface temperature 

is in danger of continuing to rise over the 
twenty-first century and the oceans at risk of 
continued warming and acidification;

• Stressing the fact that any action against cli-
mate change must begin with the reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions;

• Underlining the necessity to prioritise the 
predominance of clean renewable energy in 
the European energy mix within the shortest 
timeframe possible; and

• Acknowledging that energy efficiency can be 
implemented on all scales;

“Facing the Challenges of Climate Change”
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Call on the European Commission and Mem-
ber States to:
• Take tangible and decisive action to ensure 

that every EU Member State reduces the pro-
duction of greenhouse gas emissions;

• Raise awareness in the public and private 
sectors, especially among entrepreneurs and 
big enterprises, of the importance of environ-
mentally responsible models of business and 
operation, through a Europe-wide information 
campaign. Member States should be further 
encouraged to consider incentivising environ-
mentally responsible business and operation 
models through, for instance, tax breaks; and

• Speedily implement the resolutions of the 
Paris Agreement at the national level as soon 
as the procedures of each Member States 
allow.
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Ever since its rise to power in 2002, Turkey’s 
Justice and Development Party (AKP) under the 
leadership of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan at-
tempted to present itself to the world as a mod-
el of moderate Islamic politics, a feat in which it 
broadly succeeded for a certain period. However, 
in 2016, the situation in Turkey took a turn for the 
worse, with the failed coup attempt 15 July al-
tering the course of the country seemingly irre-
versibly. 

Over the past few years, the international com-
munity has witnessed an erstwhile model of mod-
erate Islamic politics cracking down on human 
rights and freedoms, in the name of preserving 
and defending democracy. Violations committed 
in this course range from the arrest of journalists, 
to the closure of radio stations and newspapers, 
and even the invalidation of election results that 
did not grant the AKP a clear parliamentary ma-
jority. However, following the attempted military 
coup, these violations have severely escalated. To 
contain the situation, neutralise the influence of 
the revolutionaries, again with the justification of 
saving the democracy, Erdogan’s government pro-
ceeded to arrest thousands of military personnel 
and hundreds of army commanders and generals 
under the sound of torture reports. Erdogan further 
closed several educational institutions supported 
by imam and political activist Fethulla Gülen, all 
while accusing Gülen of orchestrating the coup. In 
the same vein, thousands of civil servants includ-
ing, teachers, deans, judges, and other employees 
across Turkish public institutions were discharged 
due to their alleged affiliation with the Gülen 
Movement. Later, President Erdogan declared 
the suspension of the European Convention on 

Human Rights. Moving forward, Erdogan turned 
back towards journalism once again, several me-
dia outlets ranging between newspapers, TVs and 
radios. Not forgetting political parties, the Turkish 
President, arrested members of parliaments from 
the opposition MPs from the pro-Kurdish people’s 
Democratic Party (HDP).

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organization of the Euro-
pean People’s Party (EPP),
• Condemning President Erdogan’s abuse of 

power shown during the crackdown of the 
Turkish Regime on innocent civilians;

• Condemning the brutality of the Turkish 
regime in dealing with the individuals who 
took part in the coup and demanding a trans-
parent investigation

• Recognising every human beings’ right to 
be respected as a human entitled to all the 
rights cited in the United Nation’s Declara-
tion of Human Rights and the European Con-
vention on Human Rights without fearing 
any repercussions for their actions;

• Recognising that the will of the people in 
choosing their representatives in a demo-
cratic system should be respected;

Call upon the European Union, European 
Council and the European Parliament
• To place pressure on Erdogan to restore the 

European Convention on Human Rights and 
respect it, as well as the United Nation’s 

“Opposing Anti-Semitism”

RESOLUTIONSRESOLUTIONS

The right to education is universal. The role of higher 
education in modern societies and knowledge-based 
economies cannot be overestimated. It promotes 
individual freedom and self-realisation. 

The Bologna Process was a pivotal step towards 
the Europeanisation of the continent’s higher ed-
ucation sector. However, many students are still 
unable to fully participate in the Bologna Process 
and the benefits it provides. Many students still 
today face discrimination in the enjoyment of their 
full right to education. The people of unrecognised 
regions like Kosovo, Nagorno-Karabakh, Transn-
istria, Abkhazia, and South Ossetia are deprived of 
various opportunities. The European Higher Edu-
cation Area is still not accessible to students from 
such conflict zones. One of the main problems 
these students face is the lack of recognition of 
their qualifications after completing BA or MA pro-
grammes and thus being deprived of any chance 
to take part in exchange programmes or studying 
at European higher education institutions. Many 
of the HEIs of these conflict zones have commit-
ted themselves to major reforms in their higher 
education systems and function according to the 
principles and guidelines of the Bologna Process. 
Moreover, Nagorno-Karabakh and Kosovo  have 
applied to join the Bologna Process but the appli-
cation of Nagorno-Karabakh has been suspended 
as it “lacks state recognition”. The first official ref-
erence to this issue in the Bologna Process may 
be found in the Yerevan Communiqué where High-
er Education Ministers of the EHEA agreed that 
the students of conflict zones should be granted 
mobility opportunities.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the
• European People’s Party (EPP),
• Emphasising the role of higher education in the 

acquisition of the knowledge, skills and abilities 
needed to meet the requirements of modern 
societies and knowledge-based economies,

• Stressing HEIs’ role in creating stable, peace-
ful and democratic societies as well as in the 
preparation of active citizens through higher 
education, 

• Highlighting the importance of successful Eu-
ropean exchange programmes in promoting 
European values and ideas,

• Realising that it is through mobile education 
and face-to-face interactions that the younger 
generation of conflict zones will develop the 
skills needed for peaceful coexistence and 
reconciliation,

• Acknowledging that the European Higher 
Education Area should develop and expand 
throughout the European continent without 
discrimination for those who are committed to 
the Bologna principles,

• Taking into account the Yerevan Communiqué 
of the Bologna Ministerial Conference which 
envisages greater support for the mobility of 
conflict zone students,

• Stressing that cooperation within the context 
of the Bologna Process with individual HEIs 
should not disincentivise parties involved in 
these regions from seeking reconciliation in the 
existing conflicts and that it does not amount 
to a de facto recognition of the regions in ques-
tion as independent entities, 

“Promoting the Inclusion and Mobility 
of Students in European Conflict Zones”

H
R

Call on the European Union and its Member 
States to:

• Create appropriate institutional opportunities 
and undertake reforms aimed at the imple-
mentation of the Bologna Process work pro-
gramme;

• Ensure Bologna Process member countries 
support and encourage the mobility of stu-
dents, HEI staff and researchers, and seek 
to enable where possible the recognition of 
qualifications of those conflict zones in order to 
prevent discrimination in higher education so 
as to promote as far as deemed as possible 
their cooperation with the UN non-member 
European conflict zones; and

• Encourage the Bologna Follow-Up Group to 
create special mechanisms for involving as far 
as deemed possible the HEIs in UN non-mem-
ber European conflict zones in the Bologna 
Process. 
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In the aftermath of the Arab Spring we can see that 
the situation in Northern Africa is still somewhat 
tumultuous. The waves of protests and revolutions 
have not brought the desired peace and stability. The 
European Union is still recovering from the financial 
and refugee crisis that have dented the aspiration for 
a more harmonised and prosperous Union. The EU 
institutions have been in a constant state of alert to 
provide solutions to constantly emerging problems 
and some critics argue that the EU should have fore-
seen some of the crises and acted more preventively 
then reactively. 

Striving for peace in the North African region should 
be a priority for the EU. Instability in its southern 
neighbourhood can have a catastrophic impact for 
the citizens in the area as well as severe conse-
quences for the EU. Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, Libya 
and Egypt are some of the problematic areas that 
are at risk of creating a power and political vacuum 
due to the resurgence of authoritarian tendencies in 
these countries. This region is suspected to be used 
by ISIS to recruit, plan and launch attacks. These 
countries have different problems and they should 
be addressed individually with solutions tailored to 
target the root of the problem.

The EU should focus on involvement in this region 
and in partnership with these countries, through 
communication and cooperation, and in doing so try 
to be proactive and strive for peace and stability. One 
of the most effective factors supporting the develop-
ment and establishment of democracy is economic 
growth. The EU needs to focus on economic part-
nership in the region by investing and trading with 
these countries. The EU is, for all its alleged faults, a 
success story in this matter. It started with six coun-

tries after the Second World War and now compris-
es 28 countries with improved prospects and peace 
in Central-Eastern Europe. 

It is essential to acknowledge that finding solutions 
to the problems in North Africa is very complex. The 
Member States of the EU have different opinions, 
the problems are diverse and the solutions will have 
to take in consideration domestic problems, political 
legitimacy and the interests of all involved or inter-
ested parties. 

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student’s organisation of the European 
People’s Party (EPP):
• Acknowledging the importance of cooperation 

with Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and Algeria 
for a long-term solution of the refugee crises;

• Supporting increased corporation between 
the intelligence agencies in Europe and North 
Africa; and 

• Underlining the need for a renewed and con-
sistent focus on working along with the inter-
national community and institutions to lay the 
groundwork for a peaceful resolution of the 
Libyan conflict;       

      
Call on the European Commission to:
• Heighten efforts towards securing a long-term 

solution to ensure stability, peace and the rule 
of law in Libya;

• Prioritise and intensify cooperation between 
the European Union and Tunisia, Morocco 
and Algeria in terms of promoting stability and 
peace; 

• Negotiate long-term partnerships and strate-
gies to prevent possible crises; 

• Focus on economic partnership by promoting 
investment and trade; and

• Promote industrial modernisation in order to 
promote economic growth. 

“Instability in North Africa”
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The internationalisation of higher education is a pro-
cess that encourages cooperation, ties and integra-
tion of higher education institutions (HEIs) with their 
peers elsewhere in the world in order to achieve a 
greater international presence and visibility in an 
increasingly globalised world. This process gives an 
international and intercultural mechanism of higher 
education teaching and research through the aca-
demic mobility of students, teachers and research-
ers. Such mobility enhances education through the 
development of double degree programmes, the de-
velopment of joint research projects, the internation-
alisation of curricula, the formation of international 
networks and the signing of agreements on a mutual 
recognition of teaching and examination systems in 
order to provide quality assurance in higher educa-
tion. 

It is important to mention that an international 
outlook is crucial in today’s world. However, it is a 
matter of fact that despite the existence of study 
programmes such as “European Studies”, there still 
remains a lack of conventional fields of study with an 
international angle. For example, a student pursuing 
a Law degree in Spain - although Spain is a member 
of the European Union - may be given the opportunity 
not only to read Spanish law but also European or In-
ternational law as well. In countries such as Austria, 
these courses have been part of the educational cur-
ricula for decades. This is very important because it 
opens the door to students and gives them a better 
qualification for their future professional careers at 
European and international level. 

A focus on international studies benefits students in 
many different aspects. In particular, it gives them an 
international perspective to higher education which 

facilitates students’ inclusion in a globalised world.

We, the European Democrat Students, the 
official student organisation of the European 
Peoples Party recognise that:
• That a focus on international studies allows 

greater exchange of knowledge, technology 
transfer and research, and also provides the 
ability to increase the mobility of students, pro-
fessionals, teachers and researchers; 

• Reform of Europe’s higher education system 
is indispensable if improved accreditation 
standards and harmonisation of the criteria by 
which the quality of academic programmes 
and institutions in different countries is evalu-
ated are to be fostered; 

• Reform is also necessary to facilitate the ex-
pansion of educational services of higher edu-
cation institutions; 

• The European Commission has stated that 
changes to the higher education sector are 
necessary if Europe is to render itself more 
competitive; and

• There is a strong need for flexible and innova-
tive learning approaches and delivery methods 
in order to improve the quality and relevance 
of the courses being taught, in addition to 
expanding student numbers. One key way of 
achieving this, in line with the EU policy paper 
on Rethinking Education, is through education-
al reform;

We the European Democrat Students, the offi-
cial student organisation of the European Peo-
ple’s Party, call upon European Institutions to:
• Encourage teachers and researchers to im-

prove their skills and competences so as to in-

“A Focus on International Study”

H
ER clude an international perspective in their work 

and teaching;
• Keep staffing levels in line with expanding stu-

dent numbers at HEIs; 
• Implement, where possible, at least one 

course in every study field with an international 
orientation; and

• Establish a framework to facilitate the ex-
change of best practice with a view to the 
introduction of international courses for Euro-
pean universities.

RESOLUTIONS
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Over the last years, multi-national and collective 
engagement and actions have become increasingly 
important in regards to security policies. Security is-
sues require more than ever multilateral agreements 
between all EU member states. At this point in time, 
the policies and responses to security crises are not 
sufficient, especially in consideration of the various 
threats surrounding the EU and its Member States, 
ranging from the tensions with the Russian govern-
ment, the situation in the Middle East and the grow-
ing threat of terrorism. 

We believe that the European Union’s most import-
ant task is to maintain the security and safety of all 
European citizens and to protect our democratic val-
ues. This can only be done when security is viewed 
as a European challenge, not the challenge of individ-
ual Member States, and requires the European Union 
to put security issues and challenges on the top of 
their agenda. 

There has been increasing discussion regarding a 
united European defence and what shape it would 
assume. One of the main issues for the EU is for any 
of their decisions not to threaten NATO’s adaptation 
to the new security challenges, and possibly under-
mine the coherence of the EU itself. The debate has 
also centred on the implementation of the EGS (Eu-
ropean Global Strategy), with its principal objective 
of strengthening the CSDP (Common Security and 
Defence Policy). Due to the improbability of a unan-
imous agreement on the CSDP reform within the 
implementation of the EGS, many Member States 
are calling for urgent action, pointing to Brexit as 
an example where such a “defence core” could be 
needed, as well as other EU security crises. 
A common intelligence agency is also a potential 

step forward that needs to be discussed seriously 
and evaluated as a realistic option when moving 
forward. In particular, this becomes apparent in light 
of the strained relations between the EU and the 
Russian Federation, as well as the general rise of 
populism seen both within and without the European 
community. These challenges need to be confronted 
lest they grow further. Foremost, it has to be rec-
ognised that these challenges requires a common 
solution. 

Security threats are becoming an ever more acute 
problem, not least as the nature of the conflict has 
also changed: security policy, previously mainly fo-
cusing on threats of nuclear wars or conventional 
military matters, has now expanded to include for 
example bio-terrorism, cyber attacks and globally 
operating  franchise terrorism. We have had to learn 
that defence policies and security policies are not al-
ways synonymous. Moreover, the European Union’s 
previous inability to find an adequate response to 
such challenges have had an enormous impact on 
today’s economy, security and the overall political 
environment. The Arab Spring is a recent example 
of this. 

There is an ever-growing need for enhanced intelli-
gence sharing, forcing every Member State to take a 
step back and not only focus on their sovereignty, but 
of the potential greater good of all of Europe and its 
citizens. Information about potential security threats 
should be shared more widely across all Member 
States to prevent scenarios similar to the situation 
seen following the terrorist attacks in Brussels, when 
it was discovered that one of the bombers had been 
arrested in Turkey and deported to the Netherlands 
where he was later released. These failures to com-
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path to strengthening the European Union against 
these security threats.

Security policies are becoming increasingly relevant 
and important, and it is crucial that the European 
Union and all its Member States find a unified solu-
tion to this growing issue. If this is not done, it will 
further impact our political societies, our economies 
and the security of European citizens. 

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student organisation of European Peo-
ple’s Party (EPP): 
• Recognise the need for a unified solution to a 

common European security question;
• Recognise previous failures and the impact 

these now have on the European political cli-
mate, economy and security; 

• Acknowledge the new characteristics of secu-
rity threats, such as hybrid warfare;

• Emphasise that international law, territorial in-
tegrity and the European security order must 
be protected to achieve a peaceful Europe;

• Recognise the serious and fundamental threat 
posed to said European security order by the 
illegal Russian annexation of Crimea;

• Further condemn Russian aggressions in Eu-
rope such as in Eastern Ukraine, Georgia and 
Moldova; 

• Recognise the need for greater European ini-
tiative in defence policy, being mindful of the 
EU-NATO joint declaration signed at the NATO 
Summit in Warsaw, through the allocation of 
greater resources to the sector; and

• Acknowledge that the respect for human 
rights is a prerequisite for security;

Call on the European Commission and the 
Member States to: 
• Create a unified solution to the current security 

threats;
• Increase intelligence sharing across Member 

States; 
• Evaluate the possibility of creating a wider 

reaching and more proactive EU Intelligence 
Agency to deal with the current security 
threats; 

• Further integrate EU-NATO cooperation on 
countering disinformation to increase resil-
ience; 

• Implement and execute in an effective manner 
the Directive on Security of Network and Infor-
mation Systems (the NIS Directive); 

• Commit at least 2% of the Member States’ 
GDP to defence expenditure;

• Account for the need for continued and deep-
ened security cooperation with the United 
Kingdom in the context of the withdrawal ne-
gotiations of the UK from the European Union;

• Prolong sanctions against Russia until the full 
implementation of the Minsk Agreement; and

• Support the principle of diplomatic contacts 
and effective dialogue between national actors 
and international organisations.
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On 6 December 2016, the political activists Fadzayi 
Mahere, Henry Munangatire, Nyasha Musandu, 
Mudiwa Mahere, Talent Chademana, and Thobekile 
Ncube in the Republic of Zimbabwe were taken 
into custody. The six activists had previously been 
arrested on 18 November 2016 on the grounds of 
“participating in a gathering with intend to promote 
public violence, breaches of the peace or bigotry 
as defined in Section 37 (1) (a) of the Criminal Law 
(Codification and Reform) Act Chapter 9:23 alterna-
tively disorderly conduct in contravention of Section 
41 of the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) 
Act Chapter 9:23”. The six activists in question had 
in fact held a peaceful protest against the introduc-
tion of “bond notes” by the government of Zimba-
bwe in the Africa Unity Square in Harare’s central 
business district when they were accosted and 
subsequently arrested by the Zimbabwe Republic 
Police. These arrests are complemented by reports 
of the abduction, harassment and brutalisation of 
at least six other activists intending to participate in 
the protest of 18 November.

Zimbabwe has been ruled since 1980 as a one-par-
ty dictatorial state led by Robert Mugabe and his 
Zimbabwe African National Union – Patriotic Front 
(ZANU-PF) party, making him the world’s longest 
ruling head of government. The systematic sup-
pression of human and civil rights, as well as the 
rule of law has been a defining hallmark of Mug-
abe’s rule: this has included the curtailment of the 
freedom of expression, association and assembly, 
as well as the regular disappearance of civil rights 
activists such as journalist and pro-democracy ac-
tivist Itai Dzamara on 9 March 2016. Other dissi-

dents, such as Pastor Evan Mawarire who launched 
a social media protest campaign named #ThisFlag 
against the government, were subject to arbitrary 
arrest and forced to flee the country after threats 
against the livelihood of himself and his family. Af-
ter a brief period of détente, Mugabe’s authoritarian 
tendency have thus re-emerged more stringently in 
2016. Early July 2016 saw consequently the great-
est protests in Harare, the nation’s capital, in ten 
years.
 
We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student’s organisation of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP):
• Standing in solidarity with and condemning 

the unlawful arrest and trial of Fadzayi Ma-
here, Henry Munangatire, Nyasha Musandu, 
Mudiwa Mahere, Talent Chademana, and 
Thobekile Ncube.

• Acknowledging the Joint local statement on 
the abduction of social activists issued by Eu-
ropean Union Delegation, the Heads of Mis-
sion of EU Member States present in Harare 
and the Head of Mission of Switzerland on 
19 November 2016 condemning the violence 
suffered by activists ahead of the protest on 
18 November and expressing concern over 
the deteriorating human rights situation in 
Zimbabwe.

Call on the Zimbabwean Government to:
• Retract all charges against Fadzayi Mahere, 

Henry Munangatire, Nyasha Musandu, 
Mudiwa Mahere, Talent Chademana, and 
Thobekile Ncube with immediate effect and 

“Support Human Rights
Activists in Zimbabwe”
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release any political prisoners remaining in 
custody; 

• Instate independent investigations into the 
abductions, harassment and brutalisations 
of civil rights activists before and since 18 
November 2016 and bring the perpetrators 
to justice.

Call on the European Commission and the 
Member States to:
• Resort to all diplomatic means and instru-

ments necessary to support and, where nec-
essary, secure the release of the above-men-
tioned activists; and

• Continue to enforce and if necessary tighten 
sanctions against the Zimbabwean Govern-
ment. 
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Recent developments of Turkey’s violation of 
Greece’s airspace and maritime borders
In mid-October 2016 Turkish fighter jets entered 
Greece’s air space, prompting the response of 
two Greek aircraft, and leading to a conflict be-
tween the two sides, the first such incident of 
its kind since a failed military coup in Turkey on 
15 July 2016.The Turkish F-16s violated Greek air 
space southeast of Rhodes and south of Kastello-
rizo and were pursued by two Greek fighter jets 
dispatched from a base at Souda Bay, according 
to Defence Ministry officials. A separate pair of 
Turkish jets then entered Greek air space and en-
gaged in a dogfight with the Greek aircraft. The 
Turkish jets were all armed, according to defence 
officials.

Greek-Turkish relations have been strained in 
recent weeks following comments by Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and other Turk-
ish officials questioning international treaties that 
establish the borders between the two countries. 
A misinterpretation, however, of more recent 
comments by Erdogan, which suggested that he 
had called for a referendum in the Greek region of 
Thrace, needlessly aggravated the situation.
Meanwhile, in a sign of rising tension in the Ae-
gean Sea, a Greek military frigate on 21 October 
2016 sent to international waters east of Karpa-
thos and south of Rhodes after a Turkish frigate 
approached a Greek survey vessel in the area.
Furthermore, a most recent development of the 
Greco Turkish Tensions involve the statement 
made by the deputy of the Republican People’s 
Party (CHP), Tanzius Oztzan on 8 December 2016 

in his speech to the Turkish Parliament where he 
states that “I will go to the islands and I will lift 
the Turkish flag. After I fold the Greek flag and will 
send by courier to the Greek government”.
Another statement from the Turkish side aims to 
further escalate the relations between Greece and 
Turkey. Turkish parties have addressed the Turk-
ish public to support populist movements against 
Greece. 

Turkey promotes the aforementioned contentions 
in practice through methods that contravene the 
fundamental principles of the UN Charter (threat 
of war, violations carried out with armed fighter 
aircraft over inhabited islands, etc.).
Within this framework, Greece is pursuing the res-
olution of the only outstanding dispute between 
Greece and Turkey, in accordance with regulations 
of international law and specifically the law of the 
sea. This dispute is of a legal nature and concerns 
the delimitation of the continental shelf.

Brief Summary and Background of 
Greek-Turkish dispute over the Aegean Sea –
The Threat over Greece’s National Security.
The evolution of the Law of the Sea, which gives 
countries new spaces of sovereignty and areas of 
jurisdiction without specifying their delimitation, 
is the source of the dispute between Greece and 
Turkey in the Aegean Sea. 

Turkey began in the early 1970s to create method-
ical policies of combative claims against the sov-
ereign rights as well as Greece’s international re-
sponsibilities in maritime, air and territorial space.  

The aim and intentions of this new formulation 
of policies of Turkey against Greece is to change 
the status quo of as provisioned in international 
treaties as well as the legal status of airspace, 
maritime zone that legally derive from internation-
al regulation.

The initiations of these policies developed into a 
whole new phase of tension in Greek-Turkish rela-
tions that continues until today, and was initiated 
by the first claims on the Greek continental shelf in 
1973, and the first controversies and friction with 
regard of the extent of Greek national airspace in 
1975. 

This new Turkish policy happened to have coin-
cided with the Turkish invasion of Cyprus in July 
1974 with the subsequent result of Turkey occu-
pying the northern part of Cyprus. This still remi-
ans unresolved till this day. This as a result has 
unquestionably impacted the relations between 
the two countries and has furthermore escalated 
the tensions.

As tensions began to grow that started with the 
dispute over the delimitation of the continen-
tal shelf in 1973 and the subsequent crisis that 
sparked off intense controversies, Greece took ini-
tiative through both the UN Security Council and 
the International Court of Hague. Turkey however 
began to systematically increase their claims.

Starting with the dispute over the delimita-
tion of the continental shelf (1973) and the 
crisis that followed bringing the two coun-

“The Greek Turkish Dispute over the 
Aegean Sea – A Threat to National Security”

The Syrian crisis is in its fifth consecutive year with an 
increasingly heavy human, social, cultural and eco-
nomic toll. Millions face murder, abduction, and exile, 
to which the destruction of holy and historical monu-
ments is added.

The number of Chaldean-Syriac-Assyrian (CSA) Chris-
tians has decreased dramatically. Thus, a religion 
which has existed for over 2,000 years is under serious 
existential threat.

A century after the genocide of 1915, where 500,000 
CSA were massacred by the Ottoman Empire, CSA 
are again being persecuted. On 23 February 2015, 
ISIS assaulted the Khabur River Valley, taking several 
hundred hostages and claiming a high ransom for their 
return. CSA are tortured, forced to convert to Islam or 
beheaded. There are several cases of children sold into 
slavery and women held as sex slaves. Per Article 6 of 
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 
these acts fall under the definition of genocide.

Since the Arab Spring in 2011, the Coptic Christian 
community in Egypt has likewise become a target for 
Islamist groups. From 2011 to July 2016, at least 50 
churches have been closed in Egypt due to attacks or 
threats from Islamists. Added to this, 70 churches and 
over 1,000 Christian homes were attacked and burnt 
in August 2013. Copts also suffered the most barbaric 
killing of 20 Egyptian Copts and one Ghanaian captured 
with them by decapitation on a Libyan beach last year 
by the Islamic State.

The current situation in Middle Eastern countries 
tragic to ethnic and religious minorities, in particular 

Christians as they face the risk of extinction in the land 
which is the cradle of civilisation. The EU as a union 
with its Romano-Judeo-Christian historical back-
ground foundations has the responsibility to protect 
Christian minorities outside its borders.
We, the European Democrat Students, the offi-
cial student organisation of the European Peo-
ple’s Party recognise that:
• The EDS Council adopted a resolution on “Sec-

tarian Violence and the Plights of Christians 
in the Middle East” on 26 April 2014, in Split, 
Croatia;

• At the beginning of February 2016, a landmark 
achievement was created by Lars Adaktusson 
MEP (EPP – KD Sweden) when the report on the 
“Systematic mass murder of religious minorities 
by ISIS” was passed on 4 February 2016;

• The UN Security Council Resolution 2249 (2015) 
which states that the violent extremist ideology 
of the so-called ISIS, expressed through terrorist 
acts, systematic and widespread attacks direct-
ed against civilians, as well as abuses of human 
rights and international humanitarian law includ-
ing the destruction of cultural heritage, consti-
tutes a global threat to peace and security;

• Since 3 February 2016, the Geneva peace talks 
have been suspended and that since 19 Sep-
tember 2016 Assad declared the ceasefire to 
be ended.

We, the European Democrat Students, the offi-
cial student organisation of the European Peo-
ple’s Party call upon the European Institutions, 
as well as EU Member States to:
• Refer this flagrant violation of international law 

“End the violent persecution of 
Christian minorities in the Middle East”

to the ICC as provided by the Articles 13 and 14 
of the Rome Statute,

• Ensure - in accordance with international law – 
the provision of necessary security conditions 
for all those who have been forcibly displaced or 
forced to flee from their homeland,

• Try - in accordance with international law - to 
provide protection and aid, and all possible sup-
port of the democratic forces to defeat ISIS,

• Use the diplomatic means at their disposal to 
facilitate the resumption of talks on ceasefire 
and peace between the recognised participants 
in the Syrian conflict along, with the participation 
of all relevant global and regional players,

• Ensure safe and stable living conditions, includ-
ing the launch of educational and employment 
projects for the persecuted and now increas-
ingly endangered Christian minorities in their 
historic homeland.
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Ever since its rise to power in 2002, Turkey’s 
Justice and Development Party (AKP) under the 
leadership of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan at-
tempted to present itself to the world as a mod-
el of moderate Islamic politics, a feat in which it 
broadly succeeded for a certain period. However, 
in 2016, the situation in Turkey took a turn for the 
worse, with the failed coup attempt 15 July al-
tering the course of the country seemingly irre-
versibly. 

Over the past few years, the international com-
munity has witnessed an erstwhile model of mod-
erate Islamic politics cracking down on human 
rights and freedoms, in the name of preserving 
and defending democracy. Violations committed 
in this course range from the arrest of journalists, 
to the closure of radio stations and newspapers, 
and even the invalidation of election results that 
did not grant the AKP a clear parliamentary ma-
jority. However, following the attempted military 
coup, these violations have severely escalated. To 
contain the situation, neutralise the influence of 
the revolutionaries, again with the justification of 
saving the democracy, Erdogan’s government pro-
ceeded to arrest thousands of military personnel 
and hundreds of army commanders and generals 
under the sound of torture reports. Erdogan further 
closed several educational institutions supported 
by imam and political activist Fethulla Gülen, all 
while accusing Gülen of orchestrating the coup. In 
the same vein, thousands of civil servants includ-
ing, teachers, deans, judges, and other employees 
across Turkish public institutions were discharged 
due to their alleged affiliation with the Gülen 

Movement. Later, President Erdogan declared 
the suspension of the European Convention on 
Human Rights. Moving forward, Erdogan turned 
back towards journalism once again, several me-
dia outlets ranging between newspapers, TVs and 
radios. Not forgetting political parties, the Turkish 
President, arrested members of parliaments from 
the opposition MPs from the pro-Kurdish people’s 
Democratic Party (HDP).

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organization of the Euro-
pean People’s Party (EPP),
• Condemning President Erdogan’s abuse of 

power shown during the crackdown of the 
Turkish Regime on innocent civilians;

• Condemning the brutality of the Turkish 
regime in dealing with the individuals who 
took part in the coup and demanding a 
transparent investigation

• Recognising every human beings’ right to 
be respected as a human entitled to all the 
rights cited in the United Nation’s Declara-
tion of Human Rights and the European Con-
vention on Human Rights without fearing 
any repercussions for their actions;

• Recognising that the will of the people in 
choosing their representatives in a demo-
cratic system should be respected;

Call upon the European Union, European 
Council and the European Parliament
• To place pressure on Erdogan to restore the 

European Convention on Human Rights and 
respect it, as well as the United Nation’s 

Declaration of Human Rights,
• To pressure the Turkish regime to release 

the arrested MPs and reinstate the media 
and educational outlets subject to the crack-
down.

• To pressure the Turkish regime to hold a 
transparent investigation into the attempted 
coup and reinstate all personnel whom the 
investigation proves innocent.

“Human Rights in 
Turkey post July Coup”

tries into intense disagreement, which was 
taken in hand, on Greece’s initiative, by both 
the UN Security Council and the Internation-
al Court in the Hague – Turkey started to im-
plement the policy of constantly increasing 
contentions and claims, including:
• Contesting the extent of Greek national air-

space, through constant violations by Turk-
ish fighter aircraft;

• Disputing Greek sovereignty over islands 
and subsequent violation of that sovereignty 
even in cases of inhabited islands;

• Disputing the delimitation of territorial sea 
and the responsibilities within the Athens 
FIR, which are exercised by Greece based 
on ICAO decisions, and constant refusal on 
the part of Turkey to comply with air traffic 
regulations; and

• And lastly demanding the demilitarisation of 
the islands of the Eastern Aegean.

The national security of the Greek Islands is in-
deed of paramount importance to Greece’s overall 
national security.

The gradual demilitarization and disarmament of 
the Aegean in a balanced manner through bilateral 
negotiations on behalf of both Greece and Turkey 
seems like an ideal proposition. This agreement 
would undoubtedly enhance the national security 
of each country. However this in reality is would 
not seem possible.

Greece aspires to turn the Greece-Turkey rela-
tionship to a cooperative one, instead of creating 
tension, and this is why Greece calls on Turkey 
to come forth with willingness and constructive 
spirit for the complete normalization of this rela-
tion. After all, this is appropriate for neighboring 
countries.

Greece has always been firmly dedicated to the 
principle of peaceful resolution of disputes based 
on international regulation. Greece’s dedication to 
international law is not just in theory, – it is man-
ifest. This is because Greece has declared its ac-
ceptance of the general mandatory jurisdiction of 
the International Court in The Hague with the only 
exception of disputes involving the taking of mil-
itary measures of a defensive nature for security 
reasons. Further confirmation and demonstration 
of Greece’s adherence to seek a civil agreement in 
these tensions is the signature and ratification of 
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982).

In light of the above,

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student’s organisation of European 
People’s Party (EPP):
We recognize that Improving Greek-Turkish rela-
tions is an important factor with regard not only 
to the relations between the two countries, but 
also with regard to the development and stability 
of the wider region of Southeastern Europe and 
Eastern Mediterranean; and
We uphold and support the significance of good 
neighbourly relations –a full-fledged Copenhagen 
criterion– and spare no effort in their establish-
ment.

Call on the European Commission and EU 
Member States to:
• Ensure and encourage more dialogue and 

bilateral negotiations between Greece and 
Turkey.

• Encourage more dialogue and communica-
tion with European Leaders to tackle the 
tensions with European Neighbouring Coun-
tries.

• Emphasise the imminent and dangerous 

consequences that could follow if immedi-
ate international recognition and awareness 
of these impending threats is not commu-
nicated and that South Eastern European 
countries to face the threats imposed my 
neighbouring countries.

• Continue to support South Eastern Mem-
ber States to protect their national borders 
which ultimately constitute the European 
Borders. 

• Emphasise that consistent violation of Na-
tional Borders, whether that be Territorial 
Borders, Maritime borders or airspace is 
utterly intolerable and that a common plan 
of action to deter these actions should be 
created. 

RESOLUTIONS
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The jihadist group Islamic State (ISIS) burst onto 
the international scene in 2014 when it seized 
large swathes of territory in Syria and Iraq. It 
has become notorious for its brutality, including 
mass killings, abductions and beheadings. In or-
der to monitor the situation, the United Nations 
has established an independent international 
Commission on the Syrian Arab Republic. The 
Commissions’ report confirms that ISIS has 
committed the crime of genocide as well as mul-
tiple crimes against humanity and war crimes 
against the Yazidis, a religious group whose 
beliefs combine elements of several ancient 
Middle Eastern religions. Thousands of Yazidis, 
especially women and children, are held captive 
in the Syrian Arab Republic where they are sub-
jected to almost unimaginable horrors: killings; 
sexual slavery, enslavement, torture, and other 
inhuman and degrading treatment. This includes 
the imposition of measures designed to prevent 
the birth of Yazidi children or the coercive con-
version. The public statements and conduct of 
ISIS and its fighters clearly demonstrate that 
ISIS intends to destroy the Yazidis of Sinjar, who 
constitute the majority of the world’s Yazidi pop-
ulation, in whole or in part. These actions against 
the Yazidi population already resulted in approxi-
mately 500,000 refugees. It is estimated that at 
least more than 3,000 Yazidi women and girls 
remain captives of ISIS, mainly within ISIS-con-
trolled areas of Syria. In accordance to the most 
recent data, no free Yazidis have remained in the 
Sinjar region.
The UN report subsequently underlines that 
among all the religious minorities subjected to 
human rights violations, including Shia, Kakai, 
Shabak and Christians, the Yazidis are currently 

the most vulnerable one and most affected by 
IS’s atrocities. 

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student’s organisation of Euro-
pean People’s Party (EPP):
• Recognise that ISIS is committing war 

crimes and crimes against humanity 
against religious, ethnic, and other groups 
in Iraq and Syria; 

• Recognise the systematic murder of Yazidis 
as genocide as defined under the 1948 
Genocide Convention;

• Urge the UN Security Council to create an 
ad hoc tribunal comparable to the Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda in order 
to refer the situation to justice;

• Recognise the importance of the collection 
of evidence to secure a just and fair judicial 
process at a later stage;

• Encourage the international community to 
continue its efforts to combat ISIS, as well 
as to help protect the vulnerable popula-
tions in affected territories.

Call on the European Commission and EU 
Member States to:
• Recognise ISIS’s perpetration of the crime 

of genocide against the Yazidis of Sinjar;
• Use all means available to protect the lo-

cal population from attack and ensure that 
they are safely rescued during military op-
erations against ISIS;

• Create special refugee contingents for 
highly vulnerable groups of the population 
such as women, children or religious mi-
norities;

• Ensure a safe and efficient transport of 
these groups through concrete action plans 
including hotspots and monitor the human-
itarian aid activities in order to identify po-
tential deficits;

• Provide further funding for psychosocial 
support programmes, with increased em-
phasis on trauma therapy for children and 
women, on-site as well as in Europe. 

“ISIS Crimes Against the Yazidis”

The European Union should undertake greater ef-
forts to increase the interoperability on smart tick-
eting schemes for public transport. Eventually, this 
would allow passengers to benefit of simpler and 
more efficient travel experiences, whether they 
are using public transport in their home countries 
or when travelling in other Member States. 

In Europe, passengers are facing difficulties with 
a large variety of different ticketing schemes and 
different price systems which can lead to confu-
sion as to when, how and what kind of tickets to 
acquire for a specific occasion. This is more famil-
iar when travelling in other countries, but systems 
can also greatly differ between cities within one 
and the same country. 

Therefore, the EU should move towards more 
integrated systems that would, with the use of 
smart technologies, simplify and improve public 
transport across Europe. The key issues are the 
interoperability and integration of multimodal 
transport fares and different transport networks. 
Progressing on these issues could eventually al-
low for the creation of a working linkage between 
real time travel information, journey planning, au-
tomated fare determination and payment, leading 
to a simple and complete public transport expe-
rience wherever the consumers find themselves.
There are multiple ways to harness modern tech-
nology when implementing such Smart Ticketing 
schemes. For instance, the ticketing could be 
handled by integrating the usage of smart cards 
for public transport or a smartphone application 
using NFC-technology. Payment could be based 

on a prepaid or direct debiting system. However, 
rather than the selected system, the more vital 
aspect of this idea is the ability to use the same 
system when going to work or when visiting other 
cities around Europe.

As with any ticketing schemes, there certainly are 
also disadvantages. When it comes to Smart Tick-
eting schemes, concerns may for instance include 
the question of data privacy, the risk of creating 
an even more confusing and complex system with 
an interface not fit for purpose or the exclusion 
of people unfamiliar with technology of this kind. 
Clearly these concerns must be heard, but with 
a careful preparation, it ought to be possible to 
come up with a solution that addresses all these 
major concerns.

With properly working Smart Ticketing schemes, 
public transport would become more efficient, 
simpler and economically more cost-effective. 
According to the Department for Transport of the 
United Kingdom, integrated Smart Ticketing could 
deliver net benefits of £2bn per year at the nation-
al level in the UK. The reduction of, for example, 
the operational costs of ticketing could be trans-
ferred to lower ticket prices for customers. That 
would similarly increase the attractiveness of pub-
lic transport, which would encourage people to 
choose public transport over their own car, which 
means that besides being more cost-effective, 
it could produce also more environment-friendly 
outcomes. 

In 2011, the European Commission published a 

“European Smart Ticketing 
Scheme for Public Transport”
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The time of digitalisation has dawned. With the 
digital transformation becoming one of the most im-
portant issues of this era, the European educational 
system is changing and per sequitur, it is vital for any 
educational and professional training system to be 
adjusted and upgraded. At present, almost all pub-
lications of the last 20 years are digitalised and ready 
for open access. It is crucial to create a common 
library without barriers and borders to enable open 
access to informational resources of high quality, 
with everyone having access to educational material 
across EU Member States.

The idea of a Pan-European library would permit a 
disruption of existing systems and an improvement 
in the quality of teaching and research. One of the 
principal problems faced by academia is the uncritical 
use of open and editable internet platforms such as 
Wikipedia to write seminar papers and dissertations, 
despite these sources not being able to guarantee 
precise and trustworthy information. Open access to 
a Pan-European Library compiling updated textbooks, 
journals, research publications from professors and 
young scientists alike, private educational institu-
tions, renowned institutions, and government agen-
cies could vitally contribute to eradicating unreliable 
sources from student work.

Such an initiative may only be implemented in co-
operation with the Member States of the European 
Union, libraries, national institutions and private 
institutions.  To accomplish this task, commercial 
and contractual conditions must be changed. The 
procurement of books and research publications 
for educational institutions are based on large con-
tracts with commercial publishers. This could be a 
problem in the sphere of copyright, but a renegoti-

ation of these contracts granting libraries access to 
e-books at reasonable payment rates would facili-
tate the forging of a solution by EU Member States. 
It is essential to work together with institutions and 
Member States on a new international infrastructure 
model of open access to digital media. Additionally, if 
every university may agree to pay a fixed amount of 
money to have access to specific libraries, commer-
cial publishers may be willing to provide funds and 
support the project as a whole. Likewise, such an 
initiative could offer a rating and search system, with 
books and publications sorted by the total number of 
consultations and the rating by students.

We, the European Democrat Students, the 
official student organisation of the European 
People’s Party:  
• Recognise the nessesity to integrate digital 

technology and IT infrastructure into the ed-
ucation sector and provide universal and bar-
rierfree access to education and information 
resources; 

• Stress out that the use of technology and dig-
ital infrastructre can fundamentally transform 
how learning is received and delivered. 

• Underline the importance of the right to infor-
mation and the right of access to the Internet 
for an inclusive and development-oriented In-
formation Society.

We, the European Democrat Students, the offi-
cial student organisation of the European Peo-
ple’s Party, call upon the European Institutions 
and European Higher Education Institutions to:
• Collect and classify every e-book from every 

public and private university 
• Coordinate the cooperation with other similar 

projects such as Europeana Libraries in order 
to share metadata and to create a common 
database

• Support and register with the database in or-
der to ensure universal student access to this 
scheme; and

• Initiate, fund and coordinate such an initiative 
in cooperation with programmes such as Hori-
zon 2020 of the European Commission. H

ER

“Pan-European Library”
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White Paper, introducing a roadmap to a Single 
European Transport Area, which included a men-
tion of the importance of intermodal integration 
of public transports. However, in July 2016, the 
Commission released a mid-term report on the 
implementation of said White Paper, which did 
not feature great progress in this particular field.  

On the one hand, Smart Ticketing would improve 
the functioning of the Single Market and facili-
tate the mobility of citizens, while on the other 
hand constituting a concrete measure on simpli-
fying citizens’ everyday life. This would not only 
be beneficial to regular European travellers, but 
EU citizens as a whole. Therefore, the European 
Union should undertake all the necessary efforts 
to secure progress on this question.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organization of the Euro-
pean People’s Party (EPP):
• Acknowledging freedom of movement as 

one of the core freedoms of the European 
Union;

• Taking into consideration the vital role of mo-
bility in the proper functioning of the Single 
Market;

• Acknowledging the complexity caused by 
the amount of different systems currently 
used by Member States; 

• Recognising the importance of functional 
public transportation in the development of 
urban areas; and

• Acknowledging the importance of students 
to travel easily within Europe in order to fos-
ter our European society from an academic 
perspective. 

Call upon the European Union, the Europe-
an Commissioner for Mobility and Transport 

and the Member States to:
• Ensure that more decisive action will be 

taken to make further progress with view to 
the interoperability of European-wide Smart 
Ticketing systems for public transportation;

• Assist with the funding coming from the Eu-
ropean Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 
or the European Fund for Strategic Invest-
ments (EFSI);

• Develop a clear set of common objectives 
in order to encourage individual cities to 
pursue compatible types of Smart Ticketing 
systems; and

• Guarantee a sufficient level of ambition in 
further integrating transport networks and 
multimodal transport fares, so that the re-
sults will truly deliver the potential benefits 
to the citizen and to the EU.
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The advent of the internet has caused many changes 
in society, none more so than in the methods people 
use to search for information. The internet comple-
ments the education we receive in school by giving 
us access to a constant stream of the most up-to-
date knowledge in a huge spectrum of specialties. 
Whether an architect, a doctor or in any other pro-
fession, people can use the internet not only to stay 
up-to-date with the latest scientific developments 
and techniques of their discipline, but it also provides 
them with a platform where they can exchange ex-
periences with other professionals from all over the 
world.  The internet opens us up to all aspects of 
knowledge and facilitates interdisciplinary exchange, 
but also facilitates the specialisation of knowledge.
Since we are convinced that everyone should have 
equal chances to gain knowledge and learn, we think 
that free WiFi and high-speed internet access in el-
ementary schools, secondary schools, high schools 
and universities would better the lives of many stu-
dents across Europe. 
A good example in Europe is The “Eduroam” sys-
tem (education roaming) which is a free interna-
tional service for users in the fields of research 
and higher education. The initiative started in 2002 
and since then more than 70 countries have joined 
the system. It provides researchers, teachers and 
students easy and secure network access when 
visiting other institutions that are also parts of the 
system.

Although it works well, there are still some improve-
ments to be made: more institutions should connect 
to this service, in particular those from elementary 
and secondary levels of education. In Europe, tra-
ditional campus universities similar to those in the 
United States are not common and faculties are 

usually spread out all over the city. Because of this, 
students study at a wide variety of places. So a pro-
posed improvement would be to introduce this ser-
vice to other relevant public institutions.

We, the European Democrat Students, the 
official student organisation of the European 
People’s Party:
• Acknowledging that fast access to information 

is indispensable for young people; 
• Being aware of Article 27 of the Universal Dec-

laration of Human Rights, which states that 
everyone has the right to freely participate in 
the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the 
arts and to share in scientific advancement and 
its benefits, meaning we have the right to use 
the internet to access knowledge, information 
and research;

• Recognising, that the Eduroam system is a 
great initiative but realising that it needs im-
provements;

We, the European Democrat Students, the offi-
cial student organisation of the European Peo-
ple’s Party, call upon European Institutions to:
• To launch systems which provide high-speed 

and free internet access via WiFi in all universi-
ties and public libraries; and 

• To encourage higher education institutions 
which are not part of the Eduroam system yet 
to adopt it.

“Improving The Eduroam System”

The internet has brought extensive change in peo-
ple’s lives. It has revolutionised lines of communi-
cation and simplified the way of creating networks 
between like-minded individuals. Almost two thirds 
of all EU citizens (65%) use the Internet daily or 
almost every day. It is now possible to reach out 
to an ever-greater share of the population at an 
unprecedented speed. Beyond the evident bene-
fits, it likewise boosts the capacities of more ma-
lign forces, such as terrorist and extremist groups 
to reach out to and connect to larger sections of 
society than previously. In this context, the malig-
nant potential of the Internet has become a primary 
concern for policymakers and changed the way in 
which national security threats are investigated. 
The internet offers extremists and terrorists the ca-
pability to communicate, collaborate, convince and 
recruit. On the backdrop that 94 % of those aged 
16-24 are regular Internet users, this tendency is 
more than threatening. Online extremism is an is-
sue that has received a great deal of attention in re-
cent months and years. Especially after the terrorist 
attacks in November 2015 in Paris, the subsequent 
Brussels lockdown and the attacks in March 2016, 
the fear that young people can be groomed online 
by extremists and terrorists has grown. It is also 
interlinked with the concern that, through immer-
sion in violent extremist cyberspaces, vulnerable 
youngsters can be radicalised to carry out attacks in 
their home countries or could be encouraged to join 
Islamic State, Al Qaeda or other terrorist groups. 
Although Member States have already taken mea-
sures to create a framework to contain this legal 
vacuum, it is also important that EU institutions un-
dertake actions to impose structural technological 
changes as an essential step toward the solution 
of these problems. 

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student’s organisation of European 
People’s Party (EPP):
• Acknowledge that the internet is a key source 

of information, of communication and of propa-
ganda for extremist beliefs;

• Underline the necessity of analysing the inter-
play between the off- and online world in the 
radicalisation process;

• Believe that relevant agencies need to re-as-
sess the thresholds and criteria for investiga-
tion and intervention;

• Recognise that an effective model of Internet 
governance is needed, which includes the 
coordination of technical standards, operation 
of critical infrastructure, regulation, and legis-
lation;

• Highlight the fact that people’s privacy needs 
to equally be protected to the fullest extent 
possible.

Call on the European Commission and EU 
Member States to undertake these specific 
actions:
• Introduce a EU wide counter-radicalisation 

programme including joint terms of aims, 
structures, regulatory, budgets, and a compre-
hensive evaluation of counter-narrative work 
online;

• Invest in education and training to increase the 
digital awareness and improve the digital resil-
ience of all relevant institutions;

• Create a legal framework for Member States 
authorities to increase efficiency by sharing 
information gained during monitoring of the 
internet use in the EU area; 

• Stimulate a more collaborative and innovative 

relationship between Internet Service Provid-
ers (ISP’s), social media companies and the 
police; 

• Boost their legislative frameworks so as to 
combat digital aggression.

E&
P “Countering Online Radicalisation”
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Public confidence in the European Union, has fall-
en within member states over the last years. After 
the financial, Eurozone debt, migration and refugee 
crises, wrenching budget and spending cuts, the 
results of UK Referendum; Euroscepticism is soar-
ing to a degree that is likely to feed populist anti-EU 
politics and frustrate European leaders’ efforts to 
arrest the collapse in support for their project. Euro-
scepticism has now spread across the continent and 
across countries that are partnering with EU, like a 
virus. Besides that, in Eastern Partnership countries 
(EaP) since 2009 when this initiative was launched 
as a joint initiative between the EU, EU member 
states and six Eastern European and South Cauca-
sus partner countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine, the 
European idea become more controversial because 
of mismanagement, lack of success and unexpected 
challenges faced by these countries. Furthermore, 
the Europeanisation of EaP is overshadowed by the 
presence and influence of Russia in the region. 

The reasons of for creating the Eastern Partnership 
was were, on the one hand, to reinforce the politi-
cal association and economic integration of Eastern 
European partner countries and, on the other hand, 
to strengthen the mutually beneficial cooperation be-
tween EU and EaP partners, whatever the individual 
level of ambition in their relations with the EU is. But, 
unfortunately, the success stories are hindered by 
frustration, mismanagement, failures, unexpected 
obstacles, and blame shifted from one party to an-
other. Although the whole European Neighbourhood 
Policy (ENP) is currently in repairs, the achievement 
of intentions requires lots of resources and political 

will from both sides. These negative effects listed 
above, but also popular dissent because of social 
hardships during reforms, radicalisation of conserva-
tive, anti-liberal and anti-European political attitudes, 
deepening polarisation and political conflict, shortag-
es of public funding and macroeconomic imbalanc-
es, loss of certain foreign trade options, increases 
in socially deviant behaviour like crime, corruption, 
disruptions to existing communal rites, led to the ris-
ing of Euroscepticism in these countries. The citizens 
of EaP that were supporting the European idea are 
losing more and more their trust in Europeanisation. 
For example, the EU’s presence in Moldova after the 
events of April 2009 was always assessed through 
the performance of the pro-European governing co-
alitions. This risk was impossible to avoid, though it 
could have been tempered if EU officials had taken 
a more critical stance regarding the widespread 
corruption in the justice system, failed reforms and 
deep problems with the security of the banking 
system. The EU faces various troubles with regard 
to its perception in Moldovan society. The image of 
the EU was shaped by the internal expectations of 
the population, but also taking into account the EU’s 
lack of an efficient communication strategy and the 
geo-political disorder in the region. 
Also, the EU’s image in EaP countries was negatively 
influenced by Russia’s propaganda, which remains 
highly efficient due to the dominance of Russian me-
dia in the local media market and among the Russian 
speaking population. It was accompanied by the ag-
gressive geopolitical conduct of Russia in the region, 
combined with the political and economic pressure 
exerted on Eastern Partnership countries. At the re-
gional level, Russia’s military involvement aimed at 

supporting and spreading separatism in Ukraine had 
a heavy impact on the debate. All this encouraged 
public perceptions that the Agreement with the EU, 
and the Europeanisation of their countries could lead 
to violent events similar to those that occurred in 
Ukraine. 
So, how we see there is an urgent need to keep 
and to make all necessary efforts in order to retrieve 
again the trust of the citizens living in the EaP in the 
Europeanisation of their countries. This is imperative 
for developing forward and enhancing the mutual co-
operation between EaP and the EU member states.

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student’s organisation of the European 
People’s Party (EPP), having created a special-
ly dedicated task force with the main goal of 
tackling the dangerous wave of populism and 
radicalisation affecting the European conti-
nent:
• Fully recognise the danger of losing the trust 

in the European ideas in Eastern Partnership 
countries;

• Acknowledging the importance of Europeani-
sation in EaP countries and keeping viable the 
European ideal; 

• Being deeply concerned about the increasing 
Euroscepticism in EaP countries;

• Recognising the particular importance of 
strengthening the cooperation between EU 
and EaP;

• Recognising the positive effects of association 
and economic integration of Eastern European 
partner countries with EU;

• Further deploring the Russia’s propaganda 

“Keeping The European Idea in 
Eastern Partnership Countries Alive”

through the local media market in EaP coun-
tries and condemn the aggressive geopolitical 
involvement of Russia in Eastern European 
countries;

Call on the European Commission and EU 
Member States to:
• Promote in the collaboration of every Eastern 

country through different online and offline 
channels a clear, pro-active, coherent and ef-
ficient communication strategy based on EaP 
countries reality, in order to inform their citizens 
about the positive effects of EaP cooperation 
with EU;

• Provide legal advice to EaP public authorities 
on the competition and anti-monopoly law that 
will help to prevent hostile acquisitions in the 
media sector;

• Develop educational campaigns to explain the 
EU cooperation benefits; 

• Encouraging to create in EaP countries organ-
isations that will spread the positive effects of 
the partnership between EU and EaP.
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Populism is spreading faster than an infectious dis-
ease. The recent results of the US presidential elec-
tion, the British EU referendum and the referendum 
in Italy have revealed a previously unknown social 
mechanism of the decision making process. The 
narrative of recent campaigns in both the United 
States and Europe has been based on easily share-
able and absorbing emotions such as fear, feeling 
undervalued and desire. These emotions work as 
a suitable medium for false gestures and misstate-
ments, pulling media outlets into the emotional 
debate. This has deflected media discussion away 
from the key concerns.

The common characteristic of these campaigns 
has been the ready utilisation of modern social and 
mass media which enables them to mask their 
real intensions by presenting their proponents as 
the only possessors of the truth. Wherever you 
are, opening a mainstream newspaper, switching 
on the television or scrolling your Facebook feed 
results in an exposure to falsehoods, misstate-
ments, distorted data or flashy messages which 
touch our deepest emotions. These are recognised 
as the best means of attracting a mass audience 
and increased viewing figures, and thus help media 
companies achieve their main goal of generating 
financial revenue.

The political communication used during these 
electoral campaigns created a breeding ground 
which allowed this tone of communication to pass 
into everyday usage. Social media, media compa-
nies and other outlets spread this form of brutal 
communication into people’s minds, resulting in 
selfishness and general insensitivity towards oth-
ers in the behaviour of the public. Furthermore, it 

resulted in a growing tolerance by authorities to-
wards racist, sexist and xenophobic attitudes and 
behaviour.

On the other hand, there has been an admirable 
protest from a number of newspapers, television 
channels and internet outlets in response to this 
rise of bigotry. Despite not stopping or effectively 
reducing public support for populism, the example 
of these outlets acts to confirm the claim that mass 
media outlets remain most the effective means of 
political influence to respond to this increase in 
populism. Consequently, it is crucial to increase 
activities designed to combat illegal online hate 
speech such as the “Code of Conduct on Illegal On-
line Hate Speech” which was unveiled recently by 
the European Commission and four of the biggest IT 
companies in Europe.

However, at the same time and in the same global 
village, the self-interest of media firms in Trump’s 
win acted as a major impetus for well-functioning 
media companies to promote Trump. Considering 
both the attractiveness for audiences and the in-
come those increased audiences brings, many 
television and internet companies were highly suc-
cessful in using their colourful communication tech-
niques to spread his brand of populism. Transposing 
the problem into the European theatre, the same 
media mechanisms were a main factor behind 
the victory of the “Leave” campaign in the British 
EU Referendum, where this campaign receiving 
broad support from internet and mass media out-
lets which helped them to spread misinformation. 
Similar communication techniques, based on stok-
ing negative emotions towards immigrants and on 
people’s general feeling of frustration, also led a 

populist party to be elected with an absolute gov-
erning majority in Poland. 

These examples illustrate two ways in which mass 
media outlets are used to garner political support 
for populist movements. In the first instance, many 
developing countries are faced with the problem 
where populist parties constitute the government 
and are able to possess the entire governing power 
over state-owned media. In the second, developing 
countries often struggle from the fallout of prom-
inent private media companies bound by interest 
links to the populist movements. Developing coun-
tries which are governed by populist parties benefit 
from little media oversight and criticism of the gov-
ernment due to the reliance by key media outlets 
on public funds. In Poland, for example, the popu-
list government financially supports private media 
outlets favourable to the governing party by forcing 
public sector companies to buy commercial adverts 
in this kind of media. It has gone on to withdraw all 
opposition newspapers’ subscriptions from public 
services, swapping them with those with favour-
able  editorial boards which are the beneficiaries of 
public funding. However, the government still oper-
ates within the limits of Poland’s national law and 
gives an appearance of acting through democratic 
means.

This is not the case for the six countries of the 
EU’s Eastern Partnership (the “EaP”) programme. 
In these countries a very different media environ-
ment exists. A lack of transparency with regard to 
the ownership and control of television channels 
by oligarchs remains a serious problem in the EaP 
countries. These oligarchs are in possession of all 
major national broadcasters. Three of these coun-

tries – Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine – were rated 
“Partly Free” in Freedom of the Press 2015, while 
the other three – Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Belarus 
– were rated “Not Free”. This results in a distortion 
of journalistic standards and a distortion of reality, 
as the owners often use their channels to pursue 
political objectives and to spread populist mes-
sages. Given the close relationships between the 
oligarchs and the top officials of EaP countries, to-
gether with intrusions by oligarchs into the political 
arena, the operation of these television channels is 
heavily influenced by their oligarchic owners, who 
usually seek to promote propagandistic messages 
according to the myriad of agreements and clashes 
between each other, the cumulative effect of which 
is to distort media messages so that they no lon-
ger reflect reality and that they favour only certain 
groups of politicians.

There is an urgent need to retain a system demo-
cratic control over the society which is supported 
by civil society, an effective political opposition and 
a free media – a system of checks and balances. 
There must be a large role for objective and inde-
pendent media outlets in this system. It is crucial 
for politicians to work to maintain a high quality and 
free mass media. 

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official students’ organisation of the Euro-
pean People’s Party (EPP), having created a 
specially dedicated Working Group with the 
goal of tackling the dangerous wave of popu-
lism and radicalisation affecting the European 
continent:
• Acknowledging that the course of the recent 

US presidential election campaign was based 
on emotional discourse and the absence of 

any substantiated arguments, and that this 
will have an influence on developments in 
Europe;

• Aware of an increased tolerance by Europe-
an authorities towards aggressive and racist 
types of behaviour which are based on preju-
dice and hate;

• Distressed by the passivity of central and 
eastern European state authorities in their re-
sponse to online acts of xenophobia, racism 
and other kinds of discriminatory behaviour;

• Concerned about the non-implementation 
of EU guidelines which provide a safeguard 
against the improper use of state funding to 
undermine a free media;

• Expressing approval for the “Code of Conduct 
on Illegal Online Hate Speech”, unveiled by 
the European Commission and IT companies, 
and designed to combat the spread of illegal 
hate speech online in Europe;

• Remembering that the media’s main task 
is to inform citizens and not to manipulate 
them; and

• Acknowledging the growing  influence of new 
media outlets, especially those which oper-
ate online;

Call on the European Commission and EU 
Member States to:
• Execute anti-monopoly regulations so as to 

prevent EU Member States from nationalising 
media outlets;

• Implement a system of checks and balances 
over governmental control of mass media and 
adopt effective tools to prevent governments 
from taking control or otherwise undermining 
the impartiality of state-owned television or 
radio channels, by drawing from the learnings 

of Europe’s best examples of impartial public 
owned media;

• Ensure the distribution of a wide range of 
media channels to allow the public to receive 
a range of objective news sources and pro-
hibit the practice of granting citizens access 
only to one single partisan television or radio 
channel;

• Undertake actions to counter differing access 
between journalists to politicians and the per-
formance of their duties, which readily results 
in media manipulation and public misinforma-
tion; 

• Take all possible efforts to define a capital 
concentration threshold for single investors 
that will protect the media from being unduly 
influenced by single investors;

• Investigate effectively the most serious ex-
amples of attempts at media manipulation, 
especially where there is a high possibility 
that this will be by non-EU actors; and

• Enlarge the scope of media education for pu-
pils and students on a European-wide scale in 
order to minimise their risk of being manipu-
lated by the media.

RESOLUTIONS
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The digital transformation has become one of the key 
challenges in the 21st century. 
The almost complete digitisation of the world’s 
stored information took place in less than 10 years. 
With therapid development of the Internet, we are 
benefitting from the economic and social advan-
tages that e-commerce, social media and mobile 
payments offer us. Internet and the digitisation of 
products and services have transformed the global 
economy and data transfer, including personal data, 
across borders and into a part of the daily operations 
of European businesses of all scales and sectors. 
Trade increasingly relies on the privacy of flows of 
personal data, and as a result the security of such 
data has becomes an essential factor for the con-
sumer’s trust.  The main characteristic is the cre-
ation of new types of connections between both 
individuals and institutions, based on the informa-
tion. However, the massive collection, storage and 
transmission of digital data created also a status of 
vulnerability: Whilst the European Union has already 
a comparable high standard  of data protection, the 
cross-border transfer of personal data from the EU to 
third countries remains questionable. Due to the very 
different domestic laws and technological progress 
of different countries, the process of finding ade-
quate solutions, certification mechanisms and codes 
of conduct on a global level is challenging more than 
ever. As the core of the multidimensional digital 
growth is related to the data driven development, a 
particular focus is set on the protection of personal 
data. Personal data according to the Directive 95/46/
EC of the European Parliament are any information 
relating to an identified or identifiable natural person. 
This includes for instance personal details such as 

name, address, health status, religion, credit card 
details, emails, or online banking account creden-
tials, among others. These data have a certain value 
on the global market in both economic and political 
terms as the case of Hilary Clinton in the US elec-
tion has proven. According to estimates, the value of 
European citizens’ personal data has the potential to 
grow to nearly €1 trillion annually by 2020. The trend 
to live and work in the Internet is exponentially on the 
rise. However, more than 80 % of European users 
are increasingly concerned about privacy. The loss of 
trust turns into lost opportunities. At the same time 
new technologies lead to increases in cybercrime 
such as business espionage, financial theft, and Cy-
berwarfare which in return a high standard of data 
regulation and protetion. Losing personal data that 
do not expire is not only a threat to individual rights; 
it has also (inter-) national relevance. A recent report 
states that the cost of data breaches will amount 
to 2.1 trillion dollars globally by 2019, increasing to 
almost four times the estimated cost of breaches in 
2015. Even states are now faced with cyber security 
challenges that tend to become a menace to nation-
al defence. These developments constitute a certain 
state obligation to address privacy and cyber securi-
ty issues. In recent years more and more countries 
around the world have adopted a new legislation in 
the area of data protection and privacy or are in the 
process of doing so. 

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student organisation of European Peo-
ple’s Party (EPP): 
• Acknowledge the growing dependence on 

IT-supported processes and systems, which 

“Data Crisis: Protecting Personal 
Information in a Globalised world”
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creates digital vulnerabilities in all areas of life, 

• See that the diversity of national approaches 
on the effectiveness of personal data protec-
tion has been an obstacle to the development 
and expansion of both the internal market 
among the member states and the internation-
al market,

• Underlining that the European Union has the 
potential to become a hub for data services 
that require both free flows and trust,

• Believe that an important contribution to the 
European Agenda on Security will be achieved, 
harmonizing data protection rules, facilitating 
cross-border cooperation between police and 
judicial authorities,

• Consider that cyber security is not only tech-
nical, but also operational and organisational. 
This requires long-term visions and a gover-
nance model which includes standards, best 
practices, report protocols, and funding in all 
Member States,

• Recognise that the development of new tech-
nologies and devices will require an unprece-
dented collection of (personal) data and neces-
sarily a global strategy due to its cross-cutting 
nature and international scope. 

• Strongly emphasizing the importance of the 
right to be forgotten and the right to data por-
tability.

Call on the European Commission and the 
Member States to: 
• Ensure that the right to personal data protec-

tion, established in article 8 of the European 
Charter of Fundamental Rights is guaranteed 

the same level of protection either across all 
Member States, in the different entities or cor-
porations,

• Increase the investment in technical, financial 
and educational measures of the European 
Union Agency for Network and Information Se-
curity (ENISA) as a body of expertise in order 
to be prepared for the advent of the internet 
of things and to meet upcoming cyber security 
challenges,

• Stimulate better harmonisation across the EU 
to develop and deploy good practices if faced 
with a major power supply disruption. In this 
sense the EU and its member states should 
raise awareness and enable cooperation on 
this matter,

• Promote more effective law enforcement 
cooperation with strong data protection safe-
guards,

• Establish higher antivirus and anti-cyber-at-
tacks requirements for the highest level of pro-
tection for databases operating with personal 
data of the consumers,

• Strengthen the capacity of police specialists to 
evaluate data relevant in criminal proceedings 
in the area of cybercrime which demands a 
material support.
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Over the last years, an ever-increasing number of 
fake news websites deliberately publishing and 
spreading propaganda, disinformation and hate 
speech, often for financial or political gain, has 
emerged. These websites are frequently using 
social media channels in order to amplify their 
effect and disseminate ever more false informa-
tion online. Another unethical case of distribut-
ing fake news is the technique of website spoof-
ing, structured in such a way as to make visitors 
believe they are accessing trustworthy sources. 
Until now, such websites have promoted politi-
cal falsehoods in Germany, Indonesia, Sweden, 
Russia, Romania, and the United States amongst 
many others. Neighbouring Eastern Partner-
hip countries, such as Georgia, Moldova, and 
Ukraine have already been subject to concerted 
disinformation campaigns during armed conflicts 
with the Russian Federation for long.

Russia is one of the main actors seeking to in-
fluence the outcome of key elections in Europe-
an countries through the spread of fake news. 
There have been many reports of Russian state-
backed “troll factories” seeking to disseminate 
such false news items in order to fulfil this end. 
The spreading of fake news becomes more 
dangerous in a year when France and Germany 
will hold elections and choose new leaders. The 
dissemination of false information and anti-Eu-
ropean Union propaganda will contribute to the 
further destabilisation of people’s trust in Euro-
pean institutions. Fake news put the region’s 
decades-old project of unity in danger, as Europe 
is challenged by populist forces from Russia and 

beyond. 

This dissemination of fake news, that is the 
straightforward fabrication of stories, is com-
plemented by the systematic circulation of mis-
information through media outlets operated by 
authoritarian governments and partisan NGOs. 
Whilst not relying on straightforward falsehoods, 
these publications and broadcasting corpora-
tions must be differentiated from independent 
media outlets through their systematic disre-
gard for internationally established journalistic 
standards: this includes the systematic reliance 
on unverified or severely distorted data, as well 
as the amalgamation of journalistic forms of 
expression (for instance by merging report and 
comment). They do not seek to primarily inform 
but to promote an aggressively partisan line. 
Examples for this include the broadcaster RT, 
funded and controlled by the Russian govern-
ment, whose standards of reporting have been 
found by several national media authorities to be 
deficient. Russia is however not the only culprit 
in the distribution of fake news. EU sources are 
equally concerned about misleading anti-EU sto-
ries in UK tabloid newspapers. Furthermore, Bre-
itbart, a US pro-Trump website that propagates 
hard-right views, is also expanding into Europe, 
with new offices in Berlin, Paris, and Rome.

After fraudulent stories gained traction during 
the 2016 US Presidential Elections via social 
media channels, companies such as Google and 
Facebook launched special tools to verify the 
accuracy of news stories and thereby counter 

 “Tackling the Increasing Dissemination 
of Fake News and Disinformation”
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misinformation. Facebook has released a state-
ment claiming users would in the future find it 
easier to flag fake articles as a hoax, and added 
that it will work with organisations such as the 
fact-checking website Snopes, ABC News and 
the Associated Press to check the authenticity of 
stories. Google has stated that it had permanent-
ly banned nearly 200 publishers from its AdSense 
advertising network near the end of last year, af-
ter putting into effect a corresponding policy in 
November. The European Union itself has made 
an important step and founded the East Strat-
com, Europe’s front line against the onslaught of 
fake news.

There is an urgent need to undertake all nec-
essary efforts to prevent and tackle the spread 
of fake news and to fight against sophisticated 
hacking operations in the whole world. This is 
imperative and essential for running transparent 
and fair elections and for respecting the people’s 
right to make a political choice based on true ar-
guments, facts and ideas.

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student’s organisation of the Eu-
ropean People’s Party (EPP), having creat-
ed a specially dedicated task force with the 
main goal of tackling the dangerous wave 
of populism and radicalisation affecting the 
European continent:
• Recognising and honouring the inviolability 

of freedom of speech but distinguishing it 
from the deliberate desemination of false-
hood;

• Fully recognising the increasing danger of 
spreading propaganda, disinformation and 
hate speech;

• Deeply concerned about the spread of 
Russian propaganda in European countries 
presently conducting elections;

• Recognising the positive effects of building 
online tools that can help to identify fake 
and real news; and

• Recognising the value of independent and 
unprejudiced media channels.

Call on the European Commission and EU 
Member States to:
• Collaborate with relevant social media 

websites and search engines to review   
notifications regarding fake news, remov-
ing or disabling the access of users to such 
content and instating Rules or Community 
Guidelines clarifying that they prohibit the 
promotion and spreading of fake news;

• Strengthen the overall media sector in the 
EU Member States and its the neighbour-
ing countries, including support for media 
freedom and supporting the creation of in-
dependent media;

• Educate and raise awareness among web 
users to spot websites and channels that 
are spreading fake news;

• Intensify intra-EU cooperation, as well as 
collaborations with other platforms and so-
cial media companies to enhance the shar-
ing of best practice;

• Improve their capacity to forecast, address 
and respond to disinformation activities by 

external actors;
• Improve the activity of the East StratCom 

Task Force in order to counter Russia’s on-
going disinformation campaigns in Eastern 
Europe.

RESOLUTIONS
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In previous weeks and especially in recent days, 
highly repressive and violent action was taken by 
Belarusian officials and law enforcement against 
participants in peaceful demonstrations across the 
country. Particular attention ought to be drawn to 
the unprecedented number of arrests of citizens 
exercising their constitutional rights to freedom of 
expression, speech, and peaceful assembly on 25 
March 2017 in Minsk, as well as in other cities of 
the country. Of particular concern are the so-called 
preventive arrests by plainclothes policemen, ef-
fectively amounting to abduction. In the course 
of these arrests, citizens are quite often injured; 
money, personal belongings and even pets have 
disappeared during subsequent house searches. 
Often, law-enforcement agencies even conceal the 
location of arrested persons from their relatives, or 
even the arrest itself. These apprehended persons 
have no possibility to call their relatives or to con-
sult a lawyer. Witnesses for the prosecution are 
in several instances the same policemen, whose 
testimonies not only contradict fact, but also one 
another. Despite these facts, judges sentence par-
ticipants of peaceful demonstrations to weeks of 
the jail and significant penalties. More than 200 
demonstrations participants were sentenced to 
3-25 days of arrest during March.

It is necessary to note the inadequacy and bias of 
information about planned and held peaceful pro-
test actions in the state media, which purposefully 
depicts the protesters as “the enemy within” and 
seeks to create tensions within society. At the 
same time, independent mass media has much 
smaller resources to compete with this aggressive 

propaganda and can spread information almost 
only through the internet. The only independent TV 
channel “Belsat” based in Poland, requires more 
support. Together with other media outlets, the 
station and its journalists experience pressure from 
the Belarusian state: independent journalists have 
thus systematically faced arrest and even beatings. 
Furthermore, the incumbent far-right government 
of Law and Justice in Poland has recently cut off 
funding for Belsat, putting the future of the station 
seriously in question.  

Attention and condemnation should likewise be 
drawn to the detention of Belarusian and inter-
national human rights defenders in the course of 
the exercise of their work, including the attempt 
to monitor events. In particular, this concerns the 
arrest of 60 members of the Human Rights Center 
“Viasna” in their own offices and the detention of 
members of the Belarusian Helsinki Committee. 
These actions by the authorities contravene the 
provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of 
Belarus, current legislation, and the international 
obligations of the country. It is a blatant contempt 
for the values of democracy and human rights.

The Belarusian Human Rights Centers rigorously 
collect all evidence of human right violations and 
list all the persons responsible for the violations 
mentioned above: this includes judges who pass 
sentences by order from above; policemen who 
beat citizens who are peacefully protesting in 
Minsk and elsewhere; policemen who give false 
evidence at courts; university administrations who 
put pressure and implement sanctions against stu-

“Condemning Recent Human 
Rights Violations in Belarus”
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dents for political reasons; and politicians who give 
criminal orders and cover human right violations.

Belarus has not seen such vibrant civic activism 
and correspondingly, such strong repressions in 
a long time. Belarusian society presently requires 
more support from EU than it ever did. 

We, European Democrat Student (EDS), the 
official student organization of Europeans 
People’s Party (EPP):
• Condemning arrests of peacefully demon-

strating citizens of Belarus and abuses of their 
fundamental rights;

• Supporting Belarusians’ human rights of 
freedom of expression, speech and peaceful 
assembly; 

• Acknowledging the political motives behind 
decisions made at the Belarussian courts, 
universities and other institutions implement-
ing the sanctions against politically active 
citizens;

Call on the European Commission and the 
Member States to:
• Demand an immediate end to the political 

repressions and the release of all civil rights 
activists detained for political reasons in Be-
larus;

• To strengthen its support of Belarusian human 
rights organisations (e.g. “Viasna”) 

• To ensure the stable functioning of the inde-
pendent media - “Belsat” etc.;

• To restrict travel and finance activity of per-
sons involved in conducting political repres-

sions until investigations are carried out and 
officials found guilty of misconduct and abus-
es are punished according to international 
laws and Belarusian legislation;

• To revise the format of the Dialogue on Hu-
man Rights between the Republic of Belarus 
and the European Union by including specific 
commitments of the Belarusian state on the 
respect to the rights and freedoms of citizens 
in the dialogue agenda.

RESOLUTIONS
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On Sunday 26 March 2017, an unprecedented num-
ber of protesters gathered in 82 cities of the Russian 
Federation to denounce corruption in the country and 
the Russian government, following revelations over 
estate holdings and assets controlled by Prime Min-
ister Dmitry Medvedev. Participants in these protests 
were predominantly young Russians, the demograph-
ic most severely affected by the economic downturn 
experienced by Russia in recent years. The protests 
were violently broken up by riot police, with rough-
ly 1,030 protesters – including minors – detained. 
Roughly 120 of those arrested are thought to remain in 
custody. The leader of the protest, opposition politician 
and potential presidential candidate Alexey Navalny, 
was arrested immediately upon the beginning of the 
protest in Moscow and convicted to fifteen days in 
prison, as well as a fine of roughly 20,000 roubles (350 
Euro) for holding an “illicit protest”. Media outlets in 
the country barely covered the events, despite consti-
tuting the largest anti-government protests in the Rus-
sian Federation in several years: major outlets such 
as state news agency RIA Novosty only dedicated 
a small headline to events. Both the European Union 
and the U.S. State Department have condemned the 
excessive force used by law enforcement and called 
for the Russian authorities to release protesters and 
respect the freedom of peaceful assembly.

Freedom of expression, association, and peaceful as-
sembly have been systematically suppressed by Rus-
sian state authorities in the aftermath of the protests 
against the purportedly falsified Russian Presidential 
Elections of 2011. After the Bolotnaya Square protests 
of 6 May 2012 which were likewise broken up vio-
lently and saw many participants being handed long 
jail sentences, Russian Federal authorities instated a 
series of measures rendering the conduct of peaceful 

protest in opposition to the present regime almost im-
possible. Human rights organisations such as Amnes-
ty International have repeatedly pointed to the serious 
deficits in Russian democratic governance under the 
rule of the United Russia party led by President Vlad-
imir Putin, speaking of an “onslaught on protest” in 
the country. Protests by more than one person need 
to be authorised by local authorities, unless they take 
place in remote locations.  This defies international 
standards on the freedom of peaceful assembly which 
explicitly state that the exercise of this right ought not 
require authorisation of government authorities. This 
has been confirmed by the European Court of Human 
Rights which has stated that notification requirements 
must not constitute a hidden means to quell protest. 
Evidence has shown that public authorities have 
systematically sanctioned, if not organised, rallies in 
favour of the regime in central and visible locations, 
whereas dissident protests have been denied authori-
sation (mostly on spurious grounds) or constricted to 
remote areas. In turn, authorities granted counter-pro-
tests in favour of the government free rein, with cer-
tain instances seeing verbal and physical intimidation 
of anti-government activists. The Russian judiciary 
has similarly proven unable to uphold the freedom 
to peaceful assembly, failing consistently to overrule 
arbitrary executive decisions banning anti-government 
protests.

Opposition politicians have likewise faced systematic 
recriminations, including arbitrary arrest, imprison-
ment, violence and even murder. Alexey Navalny has, 
in response to his political activism, thus had to endure 
a number of trials considered by many observers to 
be politically motivated, with the intention to bar him 
from standing for political office. In 2016, the Europe-
an Court of Human Rights ruled that in a high-profile 

trial on grounds of embezzlement in 2012, Navalny’s 
right to a fair trial had been infringed by the Russian 
judiciary.

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student’s organisation of the European 
People’s Party (EPP):
• Reaffirming the intrinsic freedom of peaceful 

assembly;
• Standing in solidarity with the protesters and the 

detained across the Russian Federation;
• Condemning the excessive force used by law 

enforcement in the dispersion of the protests; 
and

• Joining the European Union in the condemna-
tion of the actions by Russian state authorities 
to disrupt a peaceful protest;

Call on the Government of the Russian Feder-
ation to:
• Release and retract all charges against Alexey 

Navalny and the other protesters remaining in 
custody with immediate effect; and

• Fully respect its international commitments, 
such as within the Council of Europe and the 
OSCE, to uphold and guarantee the unhindered 
exercise civic rights, including the freedom to 
peaceful assembly.

Call on the European Commission and the Member 
States to:
• Resort to all diplomatic means and instru-

ments necessary to secure the release of the 
above-mentioned activists; and

• Continue to enforce and if necessary tighten 
sanctions against the Russian Government and 
state officials. 

Since 1980, Zimbabwe has been a one-party dicta-
torial state led by Robert Mugabe and his Zimbabwe 
African National Union – Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) 
party. The systematic suppression of human and civil 
rights, as well as the rule of law has been a defining 
characteristic of Mugabe’s rule: this has included the 
curtailment of the freedom of expression, associa-
tion and assembly, as well as flagrant breaches of 
the principles of the separation of powers and dem-
ocratic rule of law. Civil rights activists and journalists 
have been subject to abduction, arbitrary arrest, tor-
ture, abuse and harassment. Where they have been 
placed before a court, these trials were often found 
not to be in compliance with the right to a fair public 
trial, not least due to the regular interference and un-
due influence exercised by the regime on the judicial 
branch. Reports of extrajudicial killings, sanctioned 
or connived by the Zimbabwean government, have 
likewise circulated with regular frequency. The coun-
try’s judiciary has furthermore been unwilling to in-
vestigate and restore justice in cases of past human 
rights abuses and political violence. Corruption is 
endemic in Zimbabwe at every tier of public life, par-
ticularly at the level of local government but also at 
the higher echelons of the state. Beyond civil rights 
activists, societal minorities are also subject to ha-
rassment and discrimination by government bodies.

In response to the flagrant and systematic human 
rights abuses committed by the Mugabe regime, a 
series of sanctions and embargoes have been im-
posed by inter alia the United Nations, the United 
States of America and the European Union on the 
Zimbabwean government and its representatives: 
this include arms embargoes, as well as sanctions 
on financial transactions and travel. 

Despite this international pressure, the years 2015-
2017 have seen a spike in repressive action by the 
Zimbabwean government, not least in light of the 
resurgence of public protest in light of the regime’s 
unwillingness to undertake severe reforms to revit-
alise the country’s moribund economy, resolve its 
problem of endemic corruption, end its international 
isolation and liberalise its political structures. At the 
head of this movement was the “#ThisFlag” cam-
paign led by Pastor Ewan Mawarire which triggered 
the largest protests across the African country in 
more than a decade. The government’s response 
was heavy-handed, leading to the arrest, abduction, 
abuse and detention of many civil rights activists, in-
cluding Pastor Mawarire himself. Whilst the 93-year-
old dictator Robert Mugabe has pledged to stand for 
another five-year-term in the Zimbabwean Presiden-
tial Elections, the prospect of his retreat from power 
in the years to come will create a vacuum that could 
see further instability and thus a further deterioration 
of the state of human rights in the country. 

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student organisation of European Peo-
ple’s Party (EPP): 
• Condemning the systematic abuses of human 

rights committed by the government of the Re-
public of Zimbabwe;

• Acknowledging the oppression experienced by 
civil rights activists, journalists and minorities 
in Zimbabwe;

• Supporting the democratic opposition and free 
press in Zimbabwe;

• Supporting the sanctions regime imposed on 
the country by the international community 
and the European Union; and 

• Aware of the sanctity and universality of hu-

man rights, as enshrined in the European 
Declaration of Human Rights and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR);

Call on the European Commission and the 
Member States to: 
• Tighten and further enforce sanctions against 

the government of the Republic of Zimbabwe, 
lest improvements in terms of human rights, 
the rule of law and democracy be noted;

• Facilitate the entry and accommodation of po-
litical asylum-seekers from Zimbabwe;

• Support the democratic opposition and free 
press in Zimbabwe; and 

• Work with the EU’s partners in Africa, not 
least the African Union, to exercise diplomatic 
pressure on Zimbabwe to enact meaningful 
reforms and improvements in the areas of 
human rights, the rule of law and democratic 
governance. 

“Support the Freedom of Assembly in Russia” “Condemning Human Rights Abuses in Zimbabwe”

RESOLUTIONS

94 95



The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children 
in Armed Conflict is a multilateral treaty whereby 
states agree to prohibit the conscription of children 
under the age of 18 to the military and to ensure that 
military volunteers under the age of 18 are exempt-
ed from taking a direct part in hostilities. The United 
Nations General Assembly adopted the treaty as a 
supplementary protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child by the resolution 54/263 on 25 
May 2000. The protocol came into force on 12 Feb-
ruary 2002. The protocol requires that ratifying gov-
ernments ensure that while their armed forces can 
accept volunteers below the age of 18, they cannot 
be conscripted and “State Parties shall take all feasi-
ble measures to ensure that members of their armed 
forces who have not attained the age of 18 years do 
not take a direct part in hostilities”. Non-state actors 
and guerrilla forces are forbidden from recruiting any-
one under the age of 18 for any purpose. As of the 
end of November 2016, one-hundred-sixty-six (166) 
states are party to the protocol and another thirteen 
states have signed but not ratified it. Romania has 
not signed the Protocol to the Convention.

Romania’s 2004 Law on the Protection and Promo-
tion of Children’s Rights (Lege nr. 272 privind pro-
tecţia şi promovarea drepturilor copilului) states 
under its chapter on children and armed conflict that 
“infrastructure intended for the protection and pro-
motion of children’s rights will not be used for military 
purposes” (article 83(2), as amended).

On the face of it, such a provision might appear to 
offer schools in Romania special protections from 
military use in the event of war.

However, such apparent protections are undermined 
by the 1997 Law on the Requisition of Goods and 
Services in the Public Interest (Legea nr.132 din 1997 
privind rechiziţiile de bunuri şi prestările de servicii în 
interes public), together with Order 81/2011 (Ordi-
nul nr. 81 din 11 aprilie 2011 pentru aprobarea No-
menclatorului bunurilor rechiziţionabile), under which 
schools are explicitly listed (order, at point 645) as 
property available for requisition by the armed forces 
“for national defence … in case of general or partial 
mobilisation or in times of war” (article 2(1)).

In contrast, the Safe Schools Declaration—a political 
commitment to better protect students, education-
al staff, and schools during armed conflict—urges 
countries to minimise the military use of schools by 
using the Guidelines on Protecting Schools and Uni-
versities from Military Use. The Safe Schools Decla-
ration has already been endorsed by the majority of 
Romania’s fellow European Union and NATO Mem-
ber States, and by fifty-nine countries in total as of 
21 February 2017.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the  Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP):
• Stressing the importance of the application of 

the Convention on the Rights of the Child and 
the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child on the involvement of chil-
dren in armed conflict,

• Stressing the importance of the UN Conven-
tion on Human Rights,

• Relying on Romania’s 2004 Law on the Protec-
tion and Promotion of Children’s Rights

Call on the European Commission to:
• Ask the government of Romania whether it 

considers schools and other education insti-
tutions as “infrastructure intended for the pro-
tection and promotion of children’s rights,” as 
referenced by the 2004 Law on the Protection 
and Promotion of Children’s Rights.

• Recommend that Romania remove schools 
and other education institutions from the list of 
property explicitly available for requisition and 
use by the armed forces.

• Recommend that Romania endorse the Safe 
Schools Declaration, as well as sign and ratify 
the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child 

 “The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children 
in Armed Conflict in Romania”
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that directly or indirectly sell EU citizenship to citizens 
of countries outside the EU. The rights granted to 
Union citizens, such as the right to move and reside 
freely within the EU, should not be sold off lightly to 
the highest bidder. Union citizenship means that indi-
viduals have an attachment to an EU Member State 
or personal ties to EU citizens. In addition, schemes 
which grant citizenship in exchange for investments, 
or ‘citizenship by investment’, only makes it possible 
for the wealthiest third-country nationals to obtain 
citizenship without taking other criteria into account, 
a practice which can be considered discriminatory. 

Another method of obtaining an EU passport is ac-
quiring citizenship by declaration. This involves a 
non-EU citizen being awarded citizenship of a partic-
ular EU Member State by claiming that one or more 
of their ancestors held this citizenship. This type of 
scheme is also problematic because the procedure 
has been found to be questionable in some cases. 

The EU does not dictate the methods and proce-
dures used by Member States to grant citizenship, 
but it is important to acknowledge that granting EU 
access without proper screening is problematic and 
can raise serious security issues for all EU Member 
States. Furthermore, these schemes undermine the 
credibility of the European Union and fuel Euroscep-
ticism. EU citizenship should never be a commodity 
“for sale”, used to lure foreign investors or to serve 
any other national interest, at the expense of the Eu-
ropean Union. 

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student’s organization of European 
People’s Party (EPP): 

• Acknowledging that citizenship is a national 
matter; 

• Taking into account the sovereignty of the 
Member States; and

• Deeply concerned that the sale of citizenship 
undermines the principle of mutual trust under-
pinning the EU and EU citizenship.

Call on the European Parliament, the European 
Commission, and EU Member States to: 
• Put the procedures of acquisition of national 

citizenship in EU Member States on the agen-
da;

• Try to reach an agreement that sets minimal 
requirements for non-EU citizens who wish to 
obtain national citizenship;

• Ensure that applicants for citizenship are prop-
erly screened to identify a relevant criminal 
record; and

• Impose sanctions on the EU Member States 
that do not respect the commonly agreed min-
imum requirements. 

 “EU Citizenship Agreement”
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RESOLUTIONS

Central European countries are making an effort to 
stop multinational food industry companies and su-
permarkets from selling sub-par versions of popular 
brands in former communist states. According to 
experts in food law, the food industry discriminates 
against the region by using lower-quality ingredients 
and more chemicals. This is an unfair distortion of the 
Single Market: consumers in some cases are offered 
more expensive but lower-quality food than in West-
ern countries of the EU, even neighbouring ones such 
as Austria.

So-called “dual-quality foods” have been on the radar 
of Central European governments for years (since 
2011), but it seems as if it is time to finally combat 
double standards by launching action toward tighter 
regulation at the European level.

Researchers have found that although packaged foods 
may look the same in Germany and the Czech Repub-
lic for instance, the products are not identical — the 
product in Prague is thus often of inferior quality. The 
practice reflects a belief among food suppliers that 
they can still sell poorer quality goods to Central Euro-
pean consumers more than a quarter of a century after 
the fall of the Iron Curtain.

In Slovakia, food inspectors from the Ministry of Agri-
culture and the State Veterinary and Food Administra-
tion tested 22 food products also sold in Austria be-
tween November and December 2016. Their findings, 
revealed on 14 February 2017 by Agricultural Minister 
Gabriela Matečná found significant differences in qual-

ity. The study found products in Slovakia had in some 
cases higher concentrations of artificial sweeteners 
and preservatives, contained more fats and lower 
proportions of meat, and had overall a lower weight.

A 2015 study by Prague’s University of Chemistry 
and Technology examined ingredients in brand-name 
products in German and Czech supermarkets and 
found some had markedly different ingredients. For 
example, a bottle of Sprite in German supermarkets 
was sweetened only with sugar, but the same bottle 
in Czech supermarkets was sweetened with fructose 
and glucose syrup, as well as artificial sweeteners 
such as aspartame and acesulfame. The Czech Sprite 
was also slightly more expensive.

Researchers further found that the same packet of Iglo 
fish sticks in the Czech Republic contained 7% less fish 
than its identical German counterpart.

The law, however, protects the producer because it 
can sell the product if the packaging clearly describes 
the ingredients. However, consumers have no way of 
comparing the ingredients described on the packag-
ing with the label of the same product in a Western 
country and few buyers can make the distinction. EU 
food legislation requires companies to fully label ingre-
dients to inform consumers, but it does not require 
that brand-name products are tied to specific recipes.

Breaking the two-tier system and forcing companies 
to sell identical branded products across the “new” 
Member States would require the EU to revise its food 

legislation. Current regulation requires food products 
to list every ingredient, which fully informs consumers.

We, the European Democrat Students, the offi-
cial student organisation of the European Peo-
ple’s Party recognise that:
• The current practice of the food industry com-

panies is not illegal, however it is ethically prob-
lematic;

• Companies having access to the Single Market 
should not take advantage of EU legislation to 
distribute their lower quality products;

• The people of the so-called “new Member 
States” of the EU should not be treated as sec-
ondary citizens by companies.

We, the European Democrat Students, the offi-
cial student organisation of the European Peo-
ple’s Party call upon:
• Member States to hold enquiries regarding the 

quality of same brand products;
• The European Food Safety Authority to investi-

gate the case of multinational companies selling 
lower quality products under the same branding 
taking into consideration that local taste may 
differ;

• The European Commission, especially the com-
missioner for health and food safety and the 
commissioner for the internal market, to revise 
the current legislation based on the findings of 
the EFSA study.

“Applying the Same Standards Across 
the EU Single Market for Identically 
Branded Food Products”

New legislation regarding agrarian regulations was 
introduced by the European Economic Community in 
1992:
The Council established a set of laws aiming to en-
sure judicial protection to quality foodstuffs: namely 
the Council Regulation (EEC) N0 2081/92 of 14 July 
1992 on the Protection of Geographical Indications 
and Designations of Origin for Agricultural Products 
and Foodstuffs, and the Council Regulation (EEC) No 
2082/92 of 14 July 1992 on Certificates of Specific 
Character for Agricultural Products and Foodstuffs. 
These laws were established after both pieces of 
legislation had been substituted by the EC 510/2006 
and the EC 509/2006.

The purpose of this legislation was to guarantee 
equal competition conditions to the producers, re-
place the existing heterogeneity of the regulations 
of each EU Member State, and, in view of the ne-
cessity of a better consumer safeguard, ensure clear 
and synthetic information about the product’s origin, 
which must be displayed on the label.

The Council thus instituted the PDO and the PGI, two 
different trademarks of territorial origin. With these 
labels, the EU intended to guarantee the quality of 
certain food products on a geographical basis, with 
the aim of promoting the development of regional 
production and specialties, and supporting business 
initiatives by introducing measures designed to pro-
tect them from abuses.
The PDO (Protected Designation of Origin) imposes a 
strict link between a product and its place of origin. It 
also requires that the producer to only uses raw mate-
rials that come from a designated geographical area.

By contrast, the PGI (Protected Geographical Indica-
tion) does not impose such a strict link between the 
product and its place of origin: the only requirement 
is that the manufacturing of the product is in com-
pliance with the regulation (that is, the raw material 
does not necessarily need to come from a specific 
area).

The initiative for registration procedure (Reg. EEC 
510/2006) can come exclusively from associations, 
cooperatives and consortia.

The application, in which the procedural guideline 
must be included, is delivered to the Member State 
where the production of the PDO takes place. Once 
the requirements are fulfilled, the application is trans-
ferred to the European Commission.  

Once the trademark has been acknowledged, the la-
beled products are considered EU cultural products, 
and are thus protected in each member State.

These protections appear to be effective and beyond 
criticism: however, despite the good results thus far 
achieved, current agrarian regulations are not suffi-
cient to address the problems that will inevitably rise 
as new globalised international markets develop. 
New responses must be found to overcome these 
challenges.

The main areas of uncertainty can be sum-
marised in two points:
• Online trade: there currently exists virtually no 

protection against frauds and forgeries, es-
pecially on minor search engines and e-com-

merce (For example, the issue of “Italian 
sounding” products is well attested: that is, 
products are sold as Italian but are actually 
counterfeit. Recent research (in the years 
2015-16) conducted by the Italian Ministry of 
Agricultural and Food Policies suggests that in 
Italy alone it led to a loss of €60 billion in 12 
months, double the sum made by exports of 
official products).

•  The need for diversification between compa-
nies that conduct only domestic trade, compa-
nies that trade inside the European borders and 
companies that engage in global trade. This is 
crucial for the avoidance of unnecessary costs 
for the EU, and will help to better promote 
companies within their commercial borders. 
Those companies who can reach markets 
abroad need a different form of protection to 
those who are only trading domestically. It is 
important to reward those firms who are trad-
ing abroad, but equally small businesses must 
be protected within their own commercial 
areas.

We, the European Democrat Students, the 
official student organization of the European 
People’s Party, call upon the European Com-
mission to:
• reinforce controls over e-commerce websites 

by setting new proper authorities in order to 
fully protect producers and supply consumers 
with correct information; and

• set a diversification mechanism in order to 
efficiently and properly protect agrifood com-
panies within their commercial areas.  

“Protected Designation of Origin 
– A Useful Protection Tool in Need of Adjustments”
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RESOLUTIONS

Balancing one’s studies with a family is always a very 
special challenge for mothers and fathers, whether 
they wish to start or continue to study at a Higher 
Education Institution. Compared to childless peers, 
coordinating one’s studies involves more obstacles 
when with child. Shuttling between childcare facil-
ities, the desk, lecturers and the baby’s changing 
table is a veritable challenge. Being or becoming a 
parent during the study period entails a reorganisa-
tion of one’s whole life. To find the balance between 
care for the family and the continuation of the study 
requires not only a high degree of concentration but 
also requires organisational skills to manage studies, 
the child, the household, and often a part-time job. 
Few parents can handle this challenge without any 
external support. Aside from issues of time manage-
ment and financial constraints, a family-friendly study 
environment plays a significant role in assisting the 
success of a study-parenting schedule. In many cas-
es, the semester timetable, including seminars and 
lectures can, be only planned just before the start of 
the semester which does not fit into the necessary 
deadlines for the application of places for child care. 
Another major problem arises from the fixed time-
frame of lectures that do not leave room for flexibility. 
Although a number of universities especially in the 
UK have already taken steps to facilitate the harmon-
isation of family and study, there is still a need for 
improvement.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student’s organisation of European 
People’s Party (EPP):
• Recognising that families are the foundation of 

our society which leads to a significant respon-
sibility to support young families in particular,

• Highlighting the necessity of establishing a 

family-friendly environment and a comparable 
level of support at HEIs across all Member 
States; and

• Underline the importance of guaranteeing 
equal opportunities during the process of 
studying for a degree.

Call on the European HEIs to:
• Establish a framework to facilitate the ex-

change of best practice;
• Create consulting bodies and informative 

events such as a “Family Welcome Day” in 
order to obtain the widest possible public sup-
port;

• Establish affordable day-care centres for chil-
dren with the possibility to accommodate the 
children for the entire day;

• Offer the option of a temporary suspension of 
studies for a certain number of semesters for 
young parents whose children have not yet 
completed their third year of life;

• Seek means to offer the option for deadline ex-
tensions, if the deadline is exceeded during the 
course of studies, due to pregnancy or child 
rearing;

• Offer financial support to student parents as 
studies, especially for students with a child, 
constitute a huge financial burden;

• Improve the university facilities in terms of ac-
cessibility, parents-children-rooms, possibility 
to prepare children’s meals, changing rooms, 
children’s chairs, etc.; and

• Give priority to students with children in the 
allocation of housing.

 “Student Parents”
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The phenomenon of bullying is becoming more wide-
spread and intensive, both in terms of age, and in 
relation to its different forms. It has become a key 
issue for public policy in recent decades, following 
widespread public and professional concern about 
the negative effects of bullying on students’ aca-
demic performance and emotional well-being. ‘Bul-
lying’ as a term is normally interchangeable with the 
term ‘harassment’, although bullying is considered 
an emotive behaviour with more emphasis on intim-
idation. There are various types of bullying practices; 
we usually find differences in physical bullying, verbal 
bullying, covert bullying, and cyber bullying amongst 
others, with the latter gaining more recognition with 
latest developments in information technology in 
recent years. A number of important projects such 
as ‘Build Future – Stop Bullying’, ‘Action Anti-Bully-
ing’, and the ‘European Anti-Bullying Network’ have 
benefitted from European Union funding to combat 
bullying on a local level in a number of states and 
in the 8th Forum on the Rights of the Child in 2013. 
The forum recognised the EU Agenda for the Rights 
of the Child as the basis for the EU’s commitment to 
fight bullying to promote, protect and fulfil the rights 
of the child. 

Although such programmes have aided the struggle 
against all forms of bullying, especially in primary and 
secondary schooling, it is important to recognise that 
bullying affects a much larger section of students. 
Above all, research clearly indicates how bullies and 
victims of bullying suffer from disorders such as anxi-
ety, depression, loneliness, and rejection, and have a 
higher risk of committing suicide.

One should recognise that different states accom-
modate different social realities and norms related 
to the form bullying assumes, correspondingly adopt-
ing their own strategies to counter such regrettable 
patterns of behaviour. Nonetheless, a coherent and 
unified European approach could prove to be suc-
cessful if it sets a minimum standard to facilities and 
methodology, putting the bullying problem into the 
spotlight and calling for concerned parties to draw 
the line and tackle bullying in a systematic approach. 

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP),
• Recognising bullying as a not only faced by chil-

dren and young pupils, but a wider age bracket 
of students in today’s society as well;

• Acknowledging the numerous projects carried 
out in separate states and in a multitude of 
states and funding initiatives organised by the 
European Union; and 

• Seeing the need for a common European pol-
icy to combat bullying problems amongst stu-
dents around Europe.

Call on the European Union, its Member States, 
and European Higher Education Institutions to:
• Work together in ensuring the further conduct 

of research into the phenomenon of bullying, 
for instance by providing more funding oppor-
tunities in this area, with the intention of deriv-
ing more information and understanding differ-
ent realities faced by different Member States.

• Ensure that a coherent policy against bully-
ing, that recognises it as a common problem 

amongst students around Europe is instated 
to guarantee that a minimum standard of safe-
guards is in place for the benefit of all European 
students;

• Exchange best practice with view to reduc-
ing cyberbullying, protecting victims, raising 
awareness in the educational system; 

• Offering training, workshops, and interactive 
courses in order to raise awareness young-
sters; 

• Stimulate cooperation between local stake-
holders such as NGOs, youth organisations, 
schools, teachers, parents; and 

• Convene a European Anti-Bullying Summit to 
analyse the problem in greater depth and elab-
orate coherent strategies within the European 
Higher Education Area (EHEA) to tackle the 
problem.

Intercultural dialogue is the equitable exchange and 
dialogue among civilizations, cultures and peoples. 
Based on mutual understanding, respect and the 
equal dignity of all cultures and religions, it is the es-
sential prerequisite for social cohesion, reconciliation 
among peoples and peace among nations. Among 
its aims are: to develop a deeper understanding of 
diverse perspectives and practices; to increase par-
ticipation; to foster equality; and to enhance creative 
processes.

Unlike multiculturalism, whose aim is the preserva-
tion of cultures through separate and isolated co-
existence, intercultural dialogue seeks to establish 
linkages and common ground between different 
cultures, communities, and people, promoting un-
derstanding and interaction.

Our cultural environment is changing quickly and 
becoming increasingly diversified. Cultural diver-
sity is an essential condition of human society, 
brought about by cross-border migration, the claim 
of national and other minorities to a distinct cul-
tural identity, the cultural effects of globalisation, 
the growing interdependence between all world 
regions, and the recent advances of information 
and communications technology. More and more 
individuals are living in a “multicultural” reality in 
which they have learnt to manage their own multi-
ple cultural affiliations. We must consider the best 
practices around the world, for example Indonesia, 
“which is the biggest Muslim democracy in the 
world on the one hand but also has a well-balanced 
harmony between numerous religious and ethnic 
groups on the other”. 

Dialogue between cultures, the oldest and most 
fundamental mode of democratic conversation, is an 
antidote to rejection, violence, and populism. Its ob-
jective is to enable us to live together peacefully and 
constructively in a multicultural world and to develop 
a sense of community and belonging. The develop-
ment of dialogue between people(s) is a prerequisite 
to prevent the mistakes of the past from ever being 
repeated again. 

The essential role played by higher education is to 
foster the virtue of international dialogue. In training 
future teachers and other professionals in a range of 
academic disciplines, as well as granting them an 
understanding of the role of higher education institu-
tions, their students, and their staff in forming public 
opinion, tools are created to ensure that attitudes 
and values gained through higher education can be 
transmitted to society more broadly. International 
dialogue can thus be fostered through higher edu-
cation.

Through higher education institutions and the pro-
motion of intercultural dialogue, it is possible to have 
a positive influence on students and teachers, em-
powering them to reject populism and other toxic 
ideologies.

We, the European Democrat Students, official 
student organization of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):
• Underlining the importance of intercultural dia-

logue to achieve respect for cultural diversity in 
societies of today;

• Acknowledging the role of dialogue and great-

er mutual understanding in developing equal 
opportunities for all;

• Aware of the universal character of higher edu-
cation and its cross-border nature;

• Recognising that being “united in diversity” is 
the only way to preserve and develop the unity 
of Europe, as well as to promote a free, open, 
and modern society and European cultural di-
versity;

• Believing that intercultural dialogue can help 
create a sense of European identity and Euro-
pean citizenship;

Call on the EU institutions and all Member 
States to:
• Consider the dialogue between cultures within 

higher education not only as a country-specific 
issue, but as a European cross-border reality;

• Focus on encouraging academic mobility and 
cultural dialogue between universities across 
Europe, including partner states in non-EU and 
European neighbouring states, and facilitate 
their access to the European Union network of 
education services and culture;

• Prioritise European-wide cross border cultural 
events as key tools for encouraging cultural 
exchanges and cooperation through dialogue 
in the fields of culture, education, science and 
creative economy.

“Tackling Bullying Problems 
amongst Students around Europe”

“The Essential Role of Higher 
Education in Intercultural Dialogue Today”
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The Arctic region, as it is today, is a highly import-
ant region and requires close observation through 
different paradigms in order to gain a complete 
understanding. Although the Arctic region is facing 
fundamental challenges such as climate change, it is 
again, after more than 25 years, starting to be per-
ceived as a strategically important region in the con-
text of geopolitics. A region that had previously sym-
bolised cooperation in development and research 
among world powers is once again the focus of an 
emerging cold war policy of deterrence between 
world superpowers. 

In a survey conducted by the United States Geologi-
cal Survey, it was estimated that the Arctic contains 
13% of the world’s undiscovered oil reserves and 
30% of its undiscovered conventional natural gas 
resources. Despite the current low oil prices and 
high costs of exploration due to harsh conditions, 
it is without question that countries will continue to 
invest and compete in this region. 

The Arctic has also become an area of conflict and 
territorial disputes. Unlike the Antarctic, there is no 
single treaty regime that regulates developments in 
this particular region. The signing and ratification of 
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS) has been the best tool in the process of 
demarcation and delineation of jurisdictions, but the 
complexity of the seabed and the terrain on which 
it is applied makes it problematic due to conflicting 
claims. Although the countries involved are trying 
to solve disputes through dialogue and institutional 
cooperation, attitudes are continuing to harden, as 
proved by the planting of the Russian flag on the sea-
bed of the North Pole at the depth of 4,000 metres. 
Russia emphasised that they will use both military 

and diplomatic means to secure their influence, as 
well as their territorial claims. 

The emergence of the Ukraine crises and the sanc-
tions imposed by the EU have played a role in Arc-
tic matters as well. This is especially clear when it 
comes to the questions of Russian oil and gas ex-
portation, and possibly even more so in the question 
of the diffusion of technology which makes the ex-
ploration and usage of resources in the region more 
viable. However, the particular difference between 
the activities in the High North of NATO and its allies 
from those of Russia is the extensive deployment 
by Russia of nuclear assets and infrastructure in the 
region. The problem with the current security archi-
tecture is defined by the complexity of the existing 
situation, where some countries involved in the re-
gional processes are not members of NATO but are 
EU members, such as Sweden and Finland. Further-
more, some countries are members of NATO and the 
EU, but do not take part in the Common Security and 
Defence Policy (CSDP). In summary, when it comes 
to the current state of play and the powers of the 
EU and its allies in the High North, the situation is far 
from stabile and positive. 

The EU has always relied on soft power but the limita-
tions of this strategy become apparent with the fallout 
of the sanctions regime targeted at Russia, deterio-
rating conflicts in the neighbourhood, cyber attacks in 
Estonia and Russian military deployment. Russia has 
recently opened six military bases in the region, bring-
ing their regional total to 16 deep water ports, 13 air-
fields and 10 air defence radar stations. They have also 
deployed two S-400 Surface to Air Missile (SAM) reg-
iments to Novoya Zemlaya. The fallout of these activ-
ities resulted in the conclusions of the NATO Summit 

“The Arctic and the EU”
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in Warsaw, which opened a whole new perspective 
in regional security questions and increasing distance 
between Russia and the West. 

In addition to these strategic and military challeng-
es, the Arctic region is heavily affected by climate 
change and it is heating up twice as fast as any other 
region in the World. Increased ice melting and other 
environmental changes not only are a threat to the 
four million indigenous people living there but rep-
resent a real danger to the whole world. The Arctic 
is also home to many ecosystems that are being 
exposed to the effects of climate change.   Beside 
the acidification of the ocean, dangers of disasters 
and the over-usage of natural resources, there are 
concerns arising from invasive alien species which 
exacerbate the more natural movement processes 
which accompany increased traffic in transportation 
routes, via the ballast waters of vessels coming from 
foreign waters. 

These developments actively raise the question of 
opening “new” shipping routes in the Arctic region 
and the Arctic Ocean. Even though they represent 
shortened transportation routes when compared to 
those already in use, they are still much less used 
than the World’s dominant routes via Gibraltar and 
the Suez Canal. However, it is without a doubt that 
usage of these routes is on the rise and will continue 
to rise as the melting of the ice continues. As high-
lighted in a report from the Commission on Arctic 
Matters, the problem in shipment and usage arises 
from the uncertainty that accompanies the opening 
of passages that depend on ice meltdown from year 
to year, which make the Arctic a ‘’seasonal route’’. 
However, these routes might prove to be usable in 
the cases of transportation of iron ore, coal and LNG 

materials. Furthermore, additional reasons for delay-
ing the exploitation of these routes can be found in 
other technical and infrastructural reasons such as 
the need for a security escort by naval forces, well 
developed ports systems and so forth.
In summary, these issues elucidate that the Arctic 
region represents both threats and opportunities 
on a domestic as well as an international level, and 
might have a spill-over effect onto developments on 
the global stage.

We, European Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student’s organisation of European 
People’s Party (EPP):
• Acknowledge that the Arctic, as a region of 

emerging geopolitical and geo-economic in-
fluence, is a highly important strategic area 
for the EU, NATO and its partners, and which 
is dominantly used by the Russian Federation 
for military deployment, especially at a time of 
heightened tensions between Russia and the 
West;

• Underline the necessity to ensure a stable lev-
el of security through cooperation between the 
various partners in the High North through proj-
ects such as the Nordic Defence Cooperation 
(NORDEFCO), which guarantee flexibility and 
the participation of non-NATO countries also;

• Stressing the importance of joint military exer-
cises among the Nordic and allied states in the 
High North to help the development of stra-
tegic cooperation and increasing the military 
capabilities in this specific region; and

• Emphasising the importance of institutional 
cooperation between countries, particularly by 
EU Member States through the Northern Di-
mension and the Barents Euro-Arctic Council, 

and dispute settling processes through resolu-
tions and agreements. 

Call on EU Member States and NATO to: 
• Increase their cooperation in terms of techno-

logical exchange and application, and the fur-
ther investment in programmes aimed at de-
veloping technologies designed to improve the 
exploitation of minerals and other resources, 
and protecting the environment and reducing 
the costs of exploration;

• Provide necessary infrastructural help to the in-
digenous peoples of the Arctic to protect them 
from the effects of climate change and the 
threats to their settlements and ways of life;

• Further develop best rescue practices, and 
equip the military and coast guards to enable 
them to reach any remote area;

• Develop a NATO Strategy for the Arctic Region 
and ensure the inclusion of non-NATO member 
states in the development of this strategy;

• Continue and enhance cooperation between 
states through projects such as NORDEFCO 
and engage in an increased number of military 
exercises in the High North such as the Cold 
Snap Exercises;

• Foster dispute settling processes through mul-
tilateral agreements and institutions, particu-
larly through IMO, AC and UNCLOS;

• Continue and enhance current areas of coop-
eration, and continue efforts and activities to 
bring the EU closer to obtaining the status of 
observer member in the Arctic Council; and

• Support programmes for media outlets and 
journalists who are being prevented from prop-
erly reporting on developments in the region, 
such as the Barents Observer.

RESOLUTIONS
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The digital revolution affects everyday life on an 
economic, social, and political level. It confronts 
us with new challenges, all while offering us a 
wide range of opportunities at the same time. To 
ensure that Europe remains competitive on the 
world market in future, the opportunities offered by 
digitisation must be analysed and explored in the 
field of research and teaching. Digitisation must be 
integrated as an interdisciplinary research method 
into the curriculum. In this context, three core areas 
play a significant role: digital studies, interaction 
between teaching and research, as well as online 
courses in domestic and European countries. 
The classical teaching concept, consisting of lec-
tures, exercises, tutorials and seminars at the uni-
versity, must remain at the core of teaching. Digital 
teaching and learning concepts should comple-
ment these methods. In order to allow the usage 
of these concepts, Learning Management Systems 
(LMS), such as Blackboard, ILIAS or Moodle, must 
be established and constantly improved. LMS offer 
a platform where academic staff and students can 
upload teaching, learning and additional material, 
including e-books or scientific essays. Furthermore, 
electronic homework, pre-tests or examinations 
can be completed through LMS. This allows stu-
dents more learning opportunities, improved net-
working with lecturers and fellow students, as well 
as a better coordination of study.

In addition, learning analytics should be used to 
support students in their individual learning be-
haviour and success. Learning analytics is the 
measurement, collection, analysis and reporting of 
data about learners and their contexts, for purposes 

of understanding and optimising learning and the 
environments in which it occurs. Students receive 
real-time feedback in class and can thereby identify 
their knowledge gaps. 

In the context of digital teaching, the three teach-
ing concepts of e-learning, blended learning, and 
e-teaching should be the subject of increasing fo-
cused. 

E-learning and e-teaching digitises the transmission 
of teaching content. Lectures, exercises, home-
work and so forth are instantly made available 
online as video, tutorial or live streams which can 
be accessible through an LMS. E-Teaching is rath-
er less common since it hampers the interaction 
between lecturers and their students. Apart from 
homework or examinations, the lecturer does not 
receive any feedback on the extent to which the 
content was understood. Therefore, e-teaching is 
only suitable for purely application-oriented cours-
es, such as programming or digital humanities, in 
higher semesters.

The blended learning concept links digital structures 
more closely to classical teaching. In addition to the 
LMS, digital elements are integrated into the lec-
tures and exercises themselves. Students prepare 
themselves on the LMS through tutorials or a short 
online lecture on the study content of the lecture. 
In the lecture, the lecturer takes a closer look at the 
teaching material, but likewise has the time to carry 
out application-oriented examples, labs, and so on. 
The questions raised during the self-study or the 
lecture can be collected on an online platform, for 

 “The Digitisation of 
Higher Education and Research”

example Kahoot, and made available to the lecturer 
for his response. The students, on the other hand, 
repeat the content on the LMS after the lecture 
and conduct individual online tests, on the basis of 
which the lecturer can evaluate whether the study 
content was understood. The blended learning con-
cept is particularly suited to natural sciences and 
engineering sciences because it allows complex 
topics to be dealt with more effectively. Through 
these measures, both students and lecturers have 
the possibility to learn and teach in a manner which 
is flexible and adapted to their individual needs.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP),
• Stressing that the future competitiveness of 

European higher education institutions de-
pends on innovative approaches in the field of 
digitisation;

• Highlighting that face-to-face learning is the 
foundation of content transmission which 
should not be replaced but rather supplement-
ed by digital learning and teaching concepts; 
and

• Recognising the need for further research on 
digitisation and its impact on higher education 
and research;

Call on European higher education institutions to:
• Establish and update Learning Management 

Systems (LMS) based on intermural platforms 
for a better coordination of studies and the 
promotion of the academic dialogue on current 
research between students and scientists;

• Create an open environment for innovations 
and new technology, including C-pen, data 
goggles, 3D simulations and virtual autopsy 
tables;

• Establish learning analytics in order to enable 
students to gain feedback in their e-learning 
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Over the past few years, the European Commission 
has been developing the Digital Single Market across 
the European Union. The main aim of the Digital Sin-
gle Market is to help the European digital economy 
grow in order to improve the conditions for digital 
networks and to give European citizens access to 
online products and services across the Union. In 
order to harness all of the benefits of a completed 
Digital Single Market, the European Union should at 
the same time more adequately respond to the basic 
need for more in-depth knowledge in the matters of 
innovation and entrepreneurship as well as empower 
people with ambition to start their own company.   

This is the right time for entrepreneurship and 
start-ups. However, many universities do not have 
the right connections with business or sufficient 
access to funding. Most university students cur-
rently face a lack of knowledge in relation to many 
matters related to entrepreneurship and start-ups 
around Europe. Even worse, at the vast majority 
of universities the development of an entrepre-
neurial mindset amongst students is not even 
an issue for consideration. Universities can play 
a vital role in helping students by providing the 
necessary knowledge on how to build a business 
from scratch, how to promote it, and how to find 
supporters for their innovative idea. Following the 
path shown to them, young Europeans aspiring to 
run their own business would be able to promote 
their start-up in order to be more competitive in 
the market after gaining their undergraduate qual-
ifications. 

Universities connected to the market would be well-
placed to instate academies providing a basic intro-
duction to the world of start-ups. The main purpose 

of the academies would be to provide the tools and 
methods to young entrepreneurs to enable them 
to implement their visions and ideas, for instance 
through workshops and lectures about business in-
novation. 

Europe needs new and refreshing ideas. While stu-
dents are at university they have more courage and 
they possess incredible and unstoppable dynamism. 
If they have the opportunity to work in the field of 
start-ups, they could create businesses never seen 
before and thereby revitalise the market.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP),
• Recognising that the issue of start-ups is very 

important and must be taken into greater con-
sideration in order to generate new and greater 
economic impact in today’s society; and

• Seeing the need for a common European policy 
to support youth projects;

Call on the European Union, its Member 
States, higher education institutions and other 
relevant stakeholders to: 
• Work together to enable more research in the 

field of start-ups by providing more funding 
opportunities in this area and by encouraging 
greater cooperation with financial institutions 
and private capital; 

• Ensure that policies on this issue are effective 
so as to ensure a high level of standards and 
opportunities for students sufficient to be of 
benefit to all European students.

• To create Start-up Academies at Universities 
to accommodate new ideas and help students 

to obtain a grasp of relevant market sectors; 
and

• Encourage start-up initiatives during univer-
sity studies by offering specific lectures and 
events, in an entrepreneurial spirit.

“Start-Up Academies at Universities”

RESOLUTIONS

Mental health issues have become an increasing 
problem among students. This is not simply a nation-
al or European phenomenon, but rather a world-wide 
problem that students face. This thesis was support-
ed in a study by a German health insurance company 
which was published in 2015. According to its find-
ings, students suffer from different forms of mental 
health issues which it itemised in a non-exhaustive 
list. The study found that 54% of women and 35% 
of men reportedly experience exhaustion. Insomnia 
(33% women, 22% men) and lack of concentration 
(24% women, 18% men) are also common problems 
listed in the report.  

The causes behind these issues are numerous. A re-
port by the British National Union of Students (NUS) 
lists workload, deadlines, exams (including revision), 
academic performance, financial difficulties and so-
cial pressures as the most frequently cited factors 
behind mental health problems. 

In many cases, these illnesses remain unnoticed and 
untreated. On the one hand, the problem is rooted 
in a lack of counselling opportunities and support 
programmes. On the other hand, it is a problem that 
academic staff are not able to recognise illness pat-
terns. Likewise, the fear of “admitting weakness” by 
conceding a mental illness stops many students from 
seeking professional help.

Even more alarming is the fact that more than half 
(54%) of respondents who experienced mental 
health issues did not seek support, indicating that it is 
still a public taboo. A third of those surveyed claimed 
that they did not know where to receive support on 
campus. In a different survey, over 70% stated that 
they wished their university would offer special pro-

grammes for stress relief and psychological support.  

In order to underline the world-wide nature of this 
problem, it is helpful to note that the Australian In-
stitute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) published data 
showing that more than one quarter (26%) of the 16-
24 age group experienced a mental health disorder in 
a 12-month period. This marks the highest incidence 
of any age group.  

Students who work alongside their university studies 
experience an even higher risk of developing mental 
health issues. This is reflected in a report by a Ger-
man health insurance company which asked 18,000 
German students about the dual burden of working 
and attending university. The report points out that 
the probability of suffering from a mental health ill-
ness and higher overall stress levels is intensified by 
a part-time job.  Furthermore, there is an undisputed 
negative relationship between debt and mental 
health.  Especially in countries with high study fees, 
the number of mental health problems and rates of 
suicide are still increasing.

In the course of the Bologna Reform, the pressure 
to perform and feelings of insecurity have become 
an ever-greater problem. Solutions must be adapted 
to students’ unique requirements. Students must be 
given advice on the responsible handling of stressful 
situations and how to overcome them. This must go 
hand-in-hand with an evaluation of courses in order 
to examine burden levels.
The pressure to perform is directly connected to 
students’ mental health. It is therefore necessary to 
take action and establish programmes designed to 
provide help for students. The fundamental problem, 
however, is not just the non-availability of counselling 

programmes, but moreover the mental problems 
that are caused by the pressure to perform, exces-
sive competitiveness and the fear of admitting a 
weakness by recognising a mental health issue. 

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
official student organisation of the European 
People’s Party (EPP):
• Recognising that mental health issues have 

become a serious problem that needs to be 
tackled;

• Acknowledging the necessity of mental health 
support services in ensuring that help is pro-
vided;

• Underlining the importance of mental health 
programmes at European universities;

• Recognising that universities should be places 
where students feel supported, whether in 
their educational or personal development.

Call on European Higher Education Institutions 
to: 
• Establish mental health services on campus 

which offer ongoing individual counselling ser-
vices, screening, and evaluations;

• Establish an individual mental health policy at 
every European university;

• Provide a nationwide 24-hour crisis hotline to 
support and expand services for students look-
ing for help;

• Offer training for university staff to increase 
their understanding of mental health issues; 
and 

• Offer training to students to ensure a better 
handling of pressure and increasing workloads, 
especially during exam periods.

“Mental Health on Campus”

RESOLUTIONS
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RESOLUTIONS

According to Article 1 of the United Nations Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child, “a child means 
every human being below the age of eighteen 
years unless, under the laws applicable to the 
child, majority is attained earlier.” 
Although EU Member States have ratified the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Euro-
pean Union and its institutions have also taken 
measures of their own relating to the rights of the 
child. More specifically, Articles 24 and 31 of the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU focus on 
the rights of the child and on the prohibition of 
child labour respectively. Likewise, Article 3 of the 
Treaty of Lisbon promotes the protection of the 
rights of children.

However, despite all the measures taken, chil-
dren’s rights continue to be violated across Eu-
rope. This was recently confirmed by the Council 
of Europe’s Commissioner for Human Rights. In 
his report, the Commissioner stated that “chil-
dren are not always recognised as full bearers 
of human rights”. He proceeds with reminding 
the states of their obligations towards children, 
stressing the need for considering the best inter-
est of children in all decisions concerning them 
and ending with a reminder of the states’ obliga-
tion to provide protection against poverty. 
The situation in Greece does not fall far off from 
its Spanish and Dutch counterparts. Several re-
ports have stated that migrant and refugee chil-
dren in Greece have been subject to several cas-
es of rape, child prostitution, lack of safety and 
security, and a lack of proper shelter to protect 
them from the cold and elements, especially if 
these children were unaccompanied. Moreover, 
they are not given access to proper education. A 

recent article by Amnesty International likewise 
described a more worrying situation in Greece: 
according to Amnesty’s findings, refugee chil-
dren aged between 12 and 16 were arrested 
by Greek Police who allegedly subjected those 
children to ill-treatment.

Moreover, The Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) 
Annual Report 2016 found that 60% of world-
wide child sexual abuse material was now in Eu-
rope, an increase of 19% from the previous year, 
with the Netherlands topping the list of European 
nations hosting the illegal content.
Serious measures need to be taken to prevent 
a reoccurrence of these situations in the future 
and to fulfil the full implementation of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child along with 
its adjacent European regulations that ensure the 
safety and protection of all children residing in 
Europe, whether they be European or migrants.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the Euro-
pean People’s Party (EPP),
• Recognising that the United Nations Con-

vention on the Rights of the Child and the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU 
must be respected;

• Condemning the violations of the rights of 
the child, whether that child European or a 
migrant; and

• Stressing the need for the careful monitor-
ing of cases of violations within all European 
countries;

Call upon the European Union, the European 
Council, the European Parliament and the 

European Commission:
• To create an independent committee to hold 

an independent and transparent investiga-
tion into that issue;

• To pressure governments to take necessary 
action for the proper implementation of the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child and the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights of the EU without any discrimination 
between European and migrant children; 
and

• To take all necessary measures needed to 
limit and block the promotion of child sexual 
abuse content on the internet.

 “Children’s Rights in Europe”
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On 7 February 2017, the Supreme Court of the Re-
public of Belarus upheld a government decision to 
extradite a prominent Israeli blogger, Alexander 
Lapshin, to Azerbaijan, where he is facing criminal 
prosecution for insulting Ilham Aliyev and for visiting 
the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh without 
the prior authorisation of the Azerbaijani government.

Alexander Lapshin , who is famous for his blog about 
travelling, was arrested in Minsk in December 2016 
at the request of the Azerbaijani government.

Mr Lapshin’s arrest and transfer to Azerbaijan was 
widely disseminated in media reports where he was 
shown handcuffed, having been apprehended by 
armed men in military uniforms.

The OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Me-
dia, Dunja Mijatović, has expressed her concerns 
over the issue, claiming that in case of extradi-
tion by the Belarussian authorities Mr Lapshin 
will face grave punishment in Azerbaijan. Ms 
Mijatović has appealed to the Permanent Repre-
sentation of the Republic of Belarus to the OSCE 
multiple times and sent a letter to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Belarus ex-
pressing her concerns over the fact that, in case 
of his extradition to Azerbaijan, Mr Lapshin will 
face unfair treatment as a result of his work as a 
journalist and for expressing his opinions freely, 
including over the important human rights issues 
in the NKR conflict.

In response to a request from the Police of the Re-
public of Armenia, the Interpol General Secretariat 
responded that Alexander Lapshin has never been 
on Interpol’s list of wanted persons and has never 

been internationally wanted.
According to Russia’s state-run Interfax news agen-
cy, Azerbaijan has declared 180 journalists personae 
non grata – meaning they cannot enter the country – 
for visiting the “disputed territory” of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh,. The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry’s full list, last 
updated on 7 December 2016, includes in total 623 
names.

Later, in February 2017, the Azerbaijani authorities 
issued an international arrest warrant for three 
members of the European Parliament who were 
observers at the constitutional referendum in Na-
gorno-Karabakh.

We, the European Democrat Students (EDS), 
the official student organisation of the Europe-
an People’s Party (EPP),
• Acknowledging that freedom of the media is a 

prerequisite for a democratic society;
• Stressing that freedom of movement is a core 

human right;
• Acknowledging that any action to limit the 

fulfilment of media representatives’ demo-
cratic mission is condemnable in the strongest 
terms;

• Realising that arresting a person for blog posts 
poses a real threat to the freedoms of expres-
sion and the media that lie at the heart of Eu-
ropean values;

• Raising concerns over the freedom of speech 
in Azerbaijan;

• Realising that such an act creates an imper-
missible precedent; and

• Emphasising that objective coverage of the 
situation in disputed territories may have a 
positive impact by leading to a better under-

standing of the possible options to resolve the 
conflicts in those regions;

We, European Democrat Students, call on the 
European Commission and EU Member States 
to:
• Condemn acts of imprisonment and threats 

against journalists; 
• Ensure the safety of EU officials;
• Urge the Azerbaijani government to refrain 

from subjecting Alexander Lapshin to ill-treat-
ment and torture; and 

• Exhort the Azerbaijani government to ensure 
improvements to human rights in that country;

 “The Violation of the Rights of Blogger Alexander Lapshin”

RESOLUTIONS

Wasting food is not only an ethical and economic 
issue but it also depletes the environment of lim-
ited natural resources. All actors in the food chain 
have a role to play in preventing and reducing food 
waste, from those who produce and process foods 
(farmers, food manufacturers and processors) to 
those who make foods available for consumption 
(the hospitality sector and retailers) and, ultimately, 
consumers themselves. 

A study used and published by the European Com-
mission has estimated that Europeans produce an 
average of 123 kg food waste per capita annually. 
Another study shows that food wasted in the EU 
annually is around 88 million tonnes, with the esti-
mated costs at around €143 billion. Almost 80% of 
the wasted food (97 kg) is avoidable waste as it is 
edible food. Avoidable consumer food waste of the 
average EU citizen is within the range of 45 to 153 kg 
per capita per year. Consumer food waste consists 
of food waste at the household level (constituting 
the highest share) and in the catering sector (restau-
rants, workplaces, schools). Vegetables, fruits and 
cereals are considered as foods with the highest rate 
of wastage, as they tend to have a shorter shelf-life 
and are often over-purchased due to their relatively 
low price. The blue water (water from surface and 
groundwater sources) footprint associated with 
avoidable food waste averaged 27 litres per capita 
annually. 

We, the European Democrat Students, the 
official student organisation of the European 
People’s Party, recognise that:
• The EU and the Member States are commit-

ted to meeting the Sustainable Development 
Goals, as adopted by all global actors in 2015, 

with the target of halving per capita food waste 
at the retail and consumer level by 2030;

• In its Action Plan, the EU and its Member 
States promote the Circular Economy, and the 
Commission has singled out food waste pre-
vention as a priority and sets clear targets for 
reduction of waste; 

• The EU Platform on Food Losses and Food Waste 
(FLW) was established as a part of the Action 
Plan so as to share best practices, prevent food 
waste and evaluate progress made; and

• Taking waste management policy further can 
result in significant benefits, through sustainable 
growth and job creation, reduced greenhouse 
gas emissions, and a better environment;

We, the European Democrat Students, the 
official student organisation of the European 
People’s Party, call upon:
• The European Commission to implement a 

simplified and improved definition of food 
waste as it is not clearly defined in the Direc-
tive 2008/98/EC on Waste; 

• Member States to fulfil the common EU target 
for recycling by 2030 (65% of municipal waste 
and 75% of packaging waste) and to reduce 
landfill to a maximum 10% of municipal waste 
by 2030; 

• Member States to promote economic incen-
tives for producers to put greener products on 
the market and support recovery and recycling 
schemes (including packaging, batteries, elec-
tric equipment); and 

• Member States to raise awareness of or-
ganisations which are helping to reduce food 
waste by distributing surplus food to people 
who are in need.

“Reducing Food Waste in the EU”
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iMEurope
Campaign Report 2016/2017

CAMPAIGNS

We believe in the idea and vision of the European 
Union. For decades, this Union has worked for and in 
many ways achieved what generations of Europeans 
have dreamed about for many centuries: a continent, 
ruled by peace and justice. We all share in the Euro-
pean identity. We are, as the motto of the EU poi-
gnantly proclaims, united in diversity. Recent events 
have amply shown that there is a gap between peo-
ple’s perception of the European Union and the reality 
of European politics. In the aftermath of a spiral of 
economic, migration, and security crises since 2008, 
trust in the European project and its institutions has 
significantly dropped – as was not least witnessed by 
the vote of the British people to leave the European 
Union in June 2016. More than ever, the questions 
arise: how can the European project deliver on its 
promise in the 21st century? What does it mean for 
the younger generation to be “European”? What do 
we base our “Europeanness” on? 
The #iMEurope campaign was launched by EDS in 
February 2016 to provide young people and students 
with a positive vision of how to make the EU fit for 
decades to come and reaffirm the positive value of 
European identity. 
The campaign consisted of two aspects: on the one 
hand, to bring youth activists together to influence 
European policy and represent their interests on the 
highest tier of political decision-making. On the other 
hand, the campaign aimed to help forge a new “Gen-

eration Europe” through a critical analysis of current 
political challenges and a reflection on the meaning 
of “European identity”. To reflect this dual approach, 
the campaign encompassed different phases and 
methods. 
The campaign’s initial stage, concluded in the sum-
mer of 2016, consisted of the collection of propos-
als to identify the crucial issues faced by the youth 
of Europe. This input was summarised in the policy 
white paper “An Open Europe in an Open World” 
adopted at the Summer University 2016 in Larnaca, 
Cyprus. Starting from this point, several events 
were organised, inviting an in-depth discussion on 
the policy areas discussed in the white paper. A 
new Ad-Hoc Working Group “Euroscepticism and 
Populism” was instated in August 2016 to contin-
ue the policy work throughout the year. Beyond 
the programmatic work, EDS likewise engaged in 
direct action: during the subsequent event in Kyiv 
held under the theme “Europe’s Challenges Ahead: 
Our Answers to Security Threats”, our volunteers 
organised flash mobs at Maidan Nezalezhnosti, the 
central square of Kyiv. In Ukraine, the campaign 
received prominent attention and the participants 
made press statements for the Ukrainian media 
and national TV. With the slogan “We Are Europe”, 
seventy participants from more than twenty-five 
countries showed their support to the Ukrainian 
people and spent a minute of silence for the victims 

of the Euromaidan protests and the war in Donbas. 
In February 2017, EDS organised a special Policy 
Days seminar. During this event, participants were 
given the opportunity to exchange their thoughts 
with senior political figures and academics, includ-
ing former Polish President Bronisław Komorows-
ki, former Polish Prime Minister Marek Belka and 
Esteban González-Pons MEP. The knowledge 
gained was turned into political output such as 
resolutions and statements. This is complemented 
by the promotion of the White Paper with senior 
policy-makers, not least during the EPP Congress in 
Malta in March 2017. BullsEye, the official debating 
magazine of EDS, issued a special edition for the 
Congress to likewise promote the ideas of #iMEu-
rope and the White Paper. Lastly, EDS launched an 
acclaimed social media awareness campaigns with 
the series “Students of Europe”: similarly to the fa-
mous “Humans of New York” project, “Students of 
Europe” told the stories of European students and 
why they believe in the European Union and its core 
idea of “United in Diversity”. 
Winning high acclaim from many senior political fig-
ures and experts, the #iMEurope campaign provid-
ed EDS with a fresh focus on policy questions and 
essential questions of European identity that tre-
mendously inspired the work of EDS and to create a 
dialogue beyond its meetings on what it does mean 
to be a young European in the new millennium. 
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Mission Statement
We, the European Democrat Students, believe in a 
united Europe governed by democracy, the rule of 
law, and close cooperation in order to secure peace, 
prosperity and freedom on our continent. Therefore, 
we want to make our contribution as European youth 
through the formulation of a policy paper on neces-
sary reforms in Europe and in particular the Europe-
an Union (EU). The fundamental beliefs mentioned 
above have inspired our work since the inception of 
our organisation and we continue to consider them 
as relevant today as at the time of our foundation in 
1961. In an ever more rapidly evolving and closely in-
terlinked world marked by challenges that transcend 
borders, nations, and peoples, there is greater rather 
than less need for close cooperation between Euro-
pean states. If Europe and the nations forming it wish 
to successfully overcome the challenges ahead, they 
must stand together.  

Hence, we vehemently reject the critiques of right- 
and left-wing populists alike that put the achieve-
ments of the European project into question and 
wish to see it either restructured along collectivising 
lines or replaced by a loose framework of coexisting 
nation-states. Not only are their criticisms holisti-
cally counterfactual, they indeed threaten the very 
prosperity, harmony, and freedom they claim to 
restore. However, we acknowledge the grievances 
expressed by citizens with the European project in 
its current form and that they need to be addressed 
if the EU is to remain relevant, capable of acting and 
sustainable. This foremost means rebuilding trust in 
and identification with the European project and its 
aims, as well as the means by which it seeks to at-
tain these objectives.

At the beginning of this endeavour must stand the 
conception of a coherent and holistic reform agenda 
applicable to both the European and national level 
that reflects the radical socio-economic, cultural, 
and geopolitical changes of the past decade and 
addresses the challenges that have arisen as a re-
sult. Crucially, this programme must be supported 
by a new narrative for the community that not only 
highlights the achievements of the European project, 
but provides a concrete and positive vision of the 
purpose of the European Union in the 21st century.

Preamble
Faith in the European Union, that is its institutions, 
foundational ideals and purpose, has steadily erod-
ed in recent years. When addressing the factors 
informing the growth of Euroscepticism across the 
continent, one arrives at the conclusion that the in-
creasing renunciation of the European project and 
the institutions that embody it are in large part the 
consequence of a broader societal development: a 
sense of exclusion and consequently alienation from 
fast-evolving political and economic processes, as 
well as a society finding itself in a state of rapid so-
cio-cultural change. In the eyes of a significant pro-
portion of the peoples of Europe, decisions affecting 
their lives, be they economic or political, are taken by 
distant organs and individuals over whom they have 
little to no meaningful influence.
To this a sense of insecurity is added in light of a se-
ries of fundamental crises which suggest a state of 
lasting instability. This may be considered a partial 
consequence of a disillusionment following the rec-
ognition that the end of the Cold War did not herald, 
as was long believed, the “end of history” and thus 
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a phase of quasi-permanent political, social and eco-
nomic stability. This has particularly affected young 
people who no longer find discernible and reliable 
pathways ahead of them when planning their futures. 
The exponential increase in the mobility of capital, 
goods, services, information and people across the 
world has, for all its proven and significant benefits, 
left many adrift in an ever more heterogeneous and 
complex demographic, cultural and socio-economic 
environment. Consequently, a sizeable demographic 
has experienced a loss of identity and trust in the in-
stitutions governing their societies.

Reforms and solutions for the EU
To address the challenges outlined above, we be-
lieve that relevant decision-makers of all levels of 
governance should seek to prioritise reform in the 
following sectors:

1) Democracy, Accountability and Institutional 
Reform
A crucial factor in the loss of trust in the EU is the 
perception of its central institutions as unaccount-
able, wasteful, opaque and excessively technocrat-
ic. Whilst the Lisbon Treaty introduced many vitally 
needed improvements to rendering decision-making 
process more transparent and accountable, this 
reform has not been sufficiently appreciated by the 
majority of EU citizens, as the continuously low turn-
out at the elections to the European Parliament in 
2014 has demonstrated. The challenge for the EU 
and particularly its Member States is two-fold: first, 
it must endeavour towards communicating the de-
cision-making process within the EU more clearly to 
citizens. In parallel to this, continued efforts should 
be undertaken to vigorously apply the principles of 
subsidiarity and proportionality. Likewise, the EU 

must take further account of the differing levels of 
desire for deepened European integration and cre-
ate the groundwork for a truly “multi-speed Europe” 
that accommodates the preferences of its Member 
States on this matter.

We hence call for:
• the consolidation of the “Spitzenkandidaten” 

process for the selection of the President of the 
European Commission and a more transparent 
recruitment process for Commissioners; 

• the adoption of a treaty amendment enabling 
the passing of a motion of no confidence in 
individual Commissioners by the European 
Parliament;

• a review and potential diminution of the num-
ber of Commission portfolios in the Commis-
sion;

• the continuation of internal review pro-
grammes such as the Regulatory Fitness and 
Performance Programme (REFIT) aiming at 
identifying unnecessary and burdensome reg-
ulation; 

• the definite move of the European Parliament’s 
institutions in Strasbourg and Luxembourg to 
Brussels;

• the expansion of voluntary “opt-ins” in the 
realms of home affairs, justice, defence, mon-
etary, fiscal, and social policy;

• an Internal Control Framework to safeguard 
expenditure, as well as the appointment of a 
Commissioner for Budgetary Control;

• increased powers for the European Court of 
Auditors and the European Anti-Fraud Office 
(OLAF).

2) Youth

Whilst “Generation Y” is the generation to have taken 
the most advantage of the opportunities offered by 
the EU, the Community’s seeming state of perma-
nent crisis has also left them more disillusioned with 
the European project. Young people have come to 
suffer disproportionately from the economic turmoil 
of the past decade to the point of many no longer 
finding discernible and reliable pathways ahead of 
them when planning their lives. With the future of 
the EU and indeed the continent as a whole in their 
hands, it is pivotal for the young people of Europe 
to be equipped with the skills, knowledges and 
opportunities necessary to secure the continued 
prosperity, security and freedom on our continent. 
For this reason, it is particularly vital to create an en-
vironment that significantly improves their economic 
fortunes and to allow them to gain an understanding 
of the EU, its institutional framework and objectives. 

We hence call for:
• the continuation of ensuring access to higher 

education, mobility and the establishment of 
strategic partnerships between institutions as 
a top priority;

• the creation of exchange programmes by 
private businesses for apprentices and other 
vocational learners to expand opportunities for 
exchange and cooperation beyond the realm of 
higher education;

• A reconstruction of the Erasmus+ Youth in 
Action Programme as a crucial element in the 
stimulation of youth cooperation across the 
continent. This includes in particular the cre-
ation of an own budget for the youth sector, 
the breakdown of bureaucracy burdens and 
the establishment training programs for the 
application progress;

• the inclusion of European Studies in secondary 
education curricula by the responsible authori-
ties in the Member States and an international 
angle in higher education degree course syllabi 
in order for students to obtain a firm grasp of 
the global dimension of their fields.

3) Migration, Asylum and the Challenge of In-
tegration
Throughout human history, migration has been a fact 
of life. Beyond its undeniable net economic benefit, 
the movement of people across borders has prov-
en indispensable to the advancement of mankind. 
This is all the more true of the 21st century with its 
unprecedented levels of mobility of capital, goods, 
services, information and people. In particular, the 
fundamental demographic changes witnessed by 
Member States marked by radically ageing soci-
eties, will render the further attraction of migrants 
indispensable in order to sustain living standards and 
public services in Europe in the medium- and long-
term future. Continued economic stagnation, politi-
cal instability and conflict in the EU’s neighbourhood 
likewise signifies that the EU and its Member States 
may have to brace itself for a continued high influx of 
economic migrants and refugees in the short- and 
medium-term. At present, the EU does not have the 
adequate policy tools to address this challenge.  

We hence call for:
• more information about immigration and mi-

gration in the public domain in order to familiar-
ise more citizens with the topic and encourage 
constructive dialogue on the subject;to offer 
free and mandatory integration courses, es-
pecially language courses, for non-EU citizens, 
who are applying for EU permanent residence. 

Language courses should also be offered free 
of charge to asylum seekers after their applica-
tion has been accepted;

• the reconsideration of the EU’s immigration 
policy in light of the decisions of the European 
Court of Human Rights; 

• the provision of financial assistance to those 
countries bearing the brunt of the problem of 
clandestine migration;

• the creation of a unified solution to the refu-
gee crisis by all EU Member States and the 
introduction of immigration centres (Hotspots) 
at the EU’s external borders in order to enable 
legal immigration into the Union;

• A thoroughgoing reform of the Dublin II Reg-
ulations to allow for the faster registration of 
asylum seekers and the relocation of asylum 
seekers once a Member State can no longer 
practically accommodate those entering, 
based on the capacity of each Member State.

4) Economy
The European economies have been strained by the 
financial and sovereign debt crisis, with not least 
the South of the continent having suffered a “lost 
decade”. Public debt will remain above 90% of GDP 
over the course of the coming ten years, even if cur-
rent rules on deficit spending are fully implemented. 
High levels of unemployment, in particular youth 
unemployment, and low labour productivity growth 
continue to persist. There is hence an urgent need 
for Member States to undertake meaningful structur-
al reforms and implement growth-oriented policies 
that champion an increase in competition, productiv-
ity and public sector efficiency. Further, the EU must 
attribute a special priority to the preservation and 
improvement of its status as a global economic force 

in order to safeguard the prosperity of its citizens in 
the long-term.

We hence call for:
• the full implementation of approved rules on 

public deficit spending to avoid excessive pub-
lic debt; 

• the completion of the single internal market, 
both for digital and other services;

• the lessening of the regulatory burden imposed 
on start-ups and SMEs by Member States on 
the domestic level to foster an entrepreneurial 
climate;

• the rapid conclusion and ratification of trade 
agreements in the process of negotiation, in-
cluding the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP);

• the negotiation of further Deep and Compre-
hensive Free Trade Agreements (DCFTAs) with 
China, India, Australia and New Zealand.

5) Monetary and Fiscal Policy
The Eurozone crisis was the first in a series of crises 
that have shaken the European Union and notably 
contributed more than any other to the sustained 
loss of trust in the viability of its achievements and 
ambitions. Whilst the integrity of the Eurozone was 
ultimately preserved, the measures taken to stabi-
lise the single currency area have been insufficient 
in addressing the structural factors responsible for 
the emergence of the crisis. All Eurozone countries 
continue to record high levels of government spend-
ing and taxation and structural deficiencies in the 
system of governance of the single currency persist. 
The monetary union is still incomplete and vulnerable 
to asymmetric shocks of the kind experienced in the 
late 2000s and early 2010s.
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We hence call for:
• the erection of a greater fiscal union for the Eu-

rozone, including the introduction of euro bills 
and project bonds;

• a policy tool with which to manage aggregate 
demand and stabilisation policies during large 
Eurozone recessions;

• the coordination of monetary policy with fiscal 
policy to sustain aggregate demand in excep-
tional circumstances.

6) Security and Defence
From Russian geopolitical pretensions to system-
ic instability in the Middle-East and the continued 
threat of terrorism, the EU and its Member States 
are facing a series of significant threats for which 
they are currently not sufficiently equipped following 
chronic underfunding of relevant bodies by Member 
States. The fragility of the EU’s defence and security 
framework is further exacerbated by the impend-
ing withdrawal of the United Kingdom, the world’s 
fifth-most powerful army and one of the EU’s two 
Member States in possession of a nuclear deterrent. 
The formulation of a coherent and effective Common 
Security and Defence Policy that addresses all of the 
external and internal threats faced by the community 
must hence remain a central focus. However, this 
common strategy must include the erection of viable 
and potent permanent frameworks of defence and 
intelligence cooperation in order to increase the ef-
fectiveness and credibility of the EU and its Member 
States as a military actor. 

We hence call for:
• the formulation of a security strategy with a 

common concept of European Security,
• the creation of a voluntary European Defence 

Union to facilitate the sharing of resources, 
prevent duplication on the national level, and 

eliminate wasteful spending;
• a consistent increase in military spending 

among Member States to at least 2% GDP;
• a strengthening of the Euro-Atlantic partner-

ship on the basis of the points formulated in 
the Joint Declaration signed at the recent 
NATO Summit in Warsaw;

• the creation of a permanent European frame-
work of intelligence cooperation for the com-
bat against terrorism and crime.

7) Energy and Environment 
The world of tomorrow will have to master a num-
ber of environmental and energy challenges: global 
warming, an increasing population, a growing share 
of renewable energy sources, and increasingly de-
centralised production at ever smaller power plants 
to name but a few. This requires many operators and 
new technologies. With the EU’s neighbourhood 
marked by political and economic instability, it is fur-
thermore vital for Member States to decrease their 
dependency on non-EU states for its energy provision 
and aim for full self-sufficiency in this realm. Whilst 
the European energy framework will continue to rely 
on fossil fuel technologies in the considerable future, 
the long-term objective of the EU and its Member 
States should be to phase these out in favour of 
more sustainable, efficient and environment-friendly 
technologies. 

We hence call for:
• speeding up the process for the creation of an 

EU energy union worthy of the name;
• the introduction of a regulatory energy strategy 

which allows monitoring of Member States’ 
commitments and implementations of existing 
European legislation;

• the encouragement of long-term investment 
from both the public and the private sector 
in infrastructure and clean technologies, to 

amongst others further secure grid reliability 
through smart grid networks;

• the conclusion of an updated energy security 
strategy, taking into account global changes in 
the oil market;

• the creation of energy efficiency mechanisms 
and, more generally, systems for the sus-
tainable management of resources such as 
a smart energy grid, smart metering, urban 
waste collection and processing, management 
of public parks and gardens, and the measuring 
of environmental parameters;

• a deregulation of energy markets; 
• the initiation of splits between electricity gen-

eration from transmission and distribution.

8) Digitalisation
The digital transformation has become one of the key 
challenges for business, science, society and poli-
tics. The almost complete digitisation of the world’s 
stored information has taken place in less than a de-
cade and changed our society as radically as few oth-
ers. Digital technologies and applications contribute 
to the economic strength, societal well-being, and 
effective governance of societies across the globe. 
The massive collection, storage and transmission of 
digital data has created a new reality with a huge 
potential but also involves many risks that need to be 
managed. In order to gain the maximum advantage 
of this process a clear framework needs to be set.  

We hence call for:
• higher investment in broadband infrastructure 

and ensure universal, high-quality access to 
the web with particular emphasis on rural and 
economically weaker regions;

• the establishment of a Digital Single Market 
which includes a common European law on 
data protection rights, Geo-Blocking and Copy-
right Regulations as well as the reformation of 

EU telecommunication rules;
• an increase in the sharing of data and services 

online (E-Government), as well as the support 
and development of educational programmes 
on personal data by public institutions;

• the maintenance of data neutrality;
• a higher degree of integration of digital skills 

into education, from the earliest stages of 
school on to higher education, the provision of 
vocational education and training, and lifelong 
learning for individuals;

• the creation of a collective defence system in 
cyber security.

Conclusions - An Open Europe in an Open 
World
The 21st Century is a global century. Its hallmarks are 
economies, states, and societies that are increasing-
ly intertwined and interdependent. This development 
has been sustained by a mobility of goods, capital, 
services, people, and information unprecedented in 
human history. Whilst this process of globalisation 
has proven overwhelmingly positive in raising living 
standards and the emergence of freer and safer so-
cieties across the world and societal strata, it must 
be acknowledged that it has also given rise to new 
challenges. Societies are thus more vulnerable to 
fluctuations in the global political and economic or-
der as crises inevitably extend beyond local, regional 
and national contexts. Exacerbated by the rapid pace 
of change, this constellation has overwhelmed a 
sizeable share of the population in Europe which has 
become wary of an increasingly complex world they 
inhabit. This has enabled the anew rise of tribalist 
and collectivist movements which have put the ben-
efits of globalisation and the model of the open so-
ciety that underpin it into question. In doing so, they 
threaten the progress made over the past decades in 
terms of prosperity and stability.
 

We, the European Democrat Students, believe that 
the European Union and its Member States are 
uniquely well-equipped to confront and overcome 
the philosophical, political, social, economic and se-
curity challenges ahead. However, a consistent and 
vigorous display of political will and unity is necessary 
to do so. For the European project to remain uncom-
promised it is necessary for stakeholders across the 
continent to reassert the value of its foundational 
beliefs in the open society and a globally-oriented, 
united Europe firmly committed to the Transatlantic 
alliance. It must categorically reject attempts to dele-
gitimise the achievements of the European Union 
and/or turn it into a parochial, inward-looking insti-
tution. At the same time, an expansion of the EU’s 
competences is not an end in itself. The principle of 
subsidiarity must continue to remain at the heart of 
European governance, together with a commitment 
to a “multi-speed Europe” that takes account and 
respects the different approaches of individual Mem-
ber States to further European integration. Sustained 
by an according reform agenda that addresses the 
practical grievances of the people of Europe, this 
vision of an “Open Europe in an Open World” can 
restore credibility and trust to the European project.
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CAMPAIGNS

I stand for the same European values and principles, 
which today have become universal values.

Just before we joined the EU, we were discussing 
the question “Are we European? In my mind that 

was never a question.
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CAMPAIGNS

This is the time of our generation to remember 
who we are and what our destination is.

The EU has brought peace and prosperity 
to our home countries.
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CAMPAIGNS

Thanks to this cultural enrichment, I am proud 
to be European and honoured to defend it through 

my engagement.

We speak different languages, we have different 
customs and religions but we have more things in 

common than not.
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CAMPAIGNS

The ultimate goal is to make Europe a strong 
and safe place for everyone.

The EU is an ocean of opportunities and freedoms 
that many young European take for granted.
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CAMPAIGNS

If we are able to speak with one single voice
 why can’t our fellow citizens?

I have been blessed with friends from all over Europe 
and I am proud to say I feel at home.
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CAMPAIGNS

Europe must be our future in order to move forward 
instead of going backwards.

Even in challenging times, the EU is what holds us together 
and embodies the values worth fighting for it.
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Europe is the best modern
 invention - an amazingly visionary thing.

What makes me a European is a fundamental belief in a 
simple yet powerful promise: that we, as peoples of Europe, are 

happier, wealthier, and stronger when we come together.
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The Summer University of the 2015/16 working year was held from 2 to 7 
August 2016 in Larnaca under the theme “Powering Europe- The Future of EU 
Energy Strategy”. 

EDS received a warm welcome in Larnca, Cyprus by its member organisa-
tion FPK Protoporia and had the pleasure to speak about the future of energy 
policy. For this reason, highly enlightening speakers had been invited such as 
Solon Kassinis, Managing Director of Kassinis International Consulting and MP 
for Nicosia, who gave an overview of the topic of energy supply and explained 
to participants the nature of gas utilisation in and around Cyprus. Toula Onou-
friou, President of Cyprus Hydrocarbons Company, spoke on the management 
of hydrocarbon reserves and the opportunities for regional cooperation before 
going on to give participants an insight into the Cypriot energy market and 
the importance of international alliances. Gene Kornegay, Country Manager 
and Vice President at Noble Energy International Ltd, gave an analysis of the 
different oil and gas fields which have been discovered in the Eastern Medi-
terranean region, and explained the role that the countries in the region could 
play in guaranteeing the future energy security of Europe.
EDS also went to the Cypriot capital, Nicosia, where participants visited the 
Parliament and had the pleasure to hear a speech from Demetris Syllouris, the 
President of the House of Representatives, before being given a tour of the 
parliament. They also visited the Presidential Palace, where EDS went to hear 
Andreas Mavroyiannis, Greek-Cypriot negotiator for the solution to the Cyprus 
Problem, who spoke about the current status of the negotiations between 
the Greek-Cypriots and the Turkish-Cypriots. Following this, Harris Georgiades, 
Minister of Finance, spoke on the topic of the Euroarea’s latest success in Cy-
prus. During his speech, he explained the situation back in 2013 when Cyprus 

faced the Financial Crisis and also spoke about the measures his ministry took 
in order to put Cyprus back onto a path of stable growth. Georgios Lakkotrypis, 
Minister of Energy, Commerce, Industry and Tourism, talked about the Third 
Licensing Round for the offshore exploration of Blocks 6, 8 and 10 in the Cy-
priot Exclusive Economic Zone and also touched on topics such as renewable 
energy and Europe’s energy security. 
During the event, the Annual Meeting also took place. That was the high-
light of the event due to the fact that a new Executive Bureau was elected. 
Georgios Chatzigeorgiou was re-elected as Chairman. Silvie Rohr, Alexander 
O ́Brien, Sophia Skoda and Mitya Atanasov were re-elected as Vice-Chairs. 
Giacomo Rossetto, Tomasz Kaniecki and Sara Juriks were elected as-Vice 
Chairs. Ivan Burazin was re-appointed Secretary General of EDS. EDS also 
adopted the White Paper of the #iMEurope Campaign. 
Furthermore, four member organisations gained observer member status, 
namely the Belarusian Students Network, Youth of Solidarnist Ukraine, Youth 
Democratic Choice Russia and YEPP Moldova. Two organisations gained af-
filiate membership status, namely the Youth of the Republican Party Armenia 
and Lebanese Forces Students Association. Finally, one organisation gained 
full membership status, namely HCDM Romania.

EVENTS

“Powering Europe- The Future of 
EU Energy Strategy”
Location: 
Larnaca, Cyprus 

Date: 
2nd – 7th August 2016
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Over the past years, the official debating magazine of the European Demo-
crat Students – BullsEye – has gone from strength to strength in providing 
a potent forum for centre-right students, politicians and figures from politics, 
academia, economy and society. To this end, the EDS Bureau invited the Bull-
sEye Editorial Team to join them in Brussels, Belgium, for a Skills Workshop 
at the EPP Headquarters, alongside with the Co-Chairs of the Working Group 
and the Social Media Team. The programme, was divided into three parts: 
first, participants were offered an insight into the work of the European Union 
and its Communications Units in particular. The first part was thus formed by 
an introduction to the work of the Directorate General Communications of the 
European Parliament. After a brief tour of the Parliament, speakers such as 
Thibault Lesenécal and Delphine Collard delivered compelling presentations 
on the promotion of the EU’s legislative body on social media. On Saturday, 
EDS were further treated to an exclusive address by Margaritis Schinas, the 
Spokesperson of the European Commission, on the topic of “Communicating 
Europe”. Mr Schinas analysed the political state of affairs in Europe, the future 
priorities of the Commission and the challenge of promoting the EU’s work in 
times of growing Euroscepticism with EDS. 
The Co-chairs were trained on all aspects of their work: from identifying poli-
cies to turning their ideas into motions and leading the working groups. They 
learnt to recognise relevant topics and stakeholders, and had a brainstorming 
session on ideas for motions. The Co-Chairs practised leading the working 
groups in a roleplay workshop and received tools to write background papers 
and motions as well as individual feedback. They also had a session with EPP 
Policy Adviser on EPP Policy. The workshops resulted in motions for the next 
event and work plans for the upcoming year.
The editors also underwent a series of training sessions designed to improve 

their skills and equip them with useful knowledge for the tasks ahead. To this 
end, EDS welcomed Alexandra Ivanov, former Chairwoman of FMSF Swe-
den and journalist at the Swedish daily Svenska Dagbladet, on Saturday for a 
session on “How To Write An Article”. During this unit, Ms Ivanov introduced 
participants to the requirements and different styles of journalistic writing, 
from comments to news reports and interviews. Later on the same day, the 
BullsEye team were further joined by Roland Freudenstein, Policy Director at 
the Wilfried-Martens-Centre for European Studies. Mr Freudenstein provided 
editors with valuable feedback on the articles they had produced for the first 
issue of BullsEye and suggestions to improve their writing in the future. Partic-
ipants were further treated to an open discussion with Thomas Hermansson 
of the EDS Social Media Team who informed participants of the channels 
available at the organisation’s disposal and discussed opportunities to height-
en the online presence of the magazine. Furthermore, the Bureau also held its 
second Bureau Meeting of the working year 2016/17.

EVENTS

“Skills Workshop 2016”
Location: 
Brussels, Belgium 

Date: 
9-11 September 2016
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For the first Council Meeting of the 2016/17 working year, EDS was warmly 
welcomed by StudiCentro in Venice, Italy. The event took place from 29 Sep-
tember to 2 October 2016 and was held on the topic of Climate Change and 
its future effects.

For this topic, EDS had the pleasure to talk to politicians such as Simoni Ven-
turini, board member of the city of Venice, who explained to participants that 
Venice faces a number of difficult issues with regard to climate change and 
as such was an ideal location to discuss this topic. He also gave participants 
an insight into how Venice dealt with the recycling of refuse. Caroline Kanter, 
director of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung Office in Italy and the Vatican, spoke 
to participants about how KAS looked to support a strong centre-right in Italy 
and explained that policy should come first in politics rather than personality. 
She referenced the controversy surrounding climate change, noting that the 
Paris Agreement had brought further attention in this regard, but explained 
there were real economic reasons why this issue should be addressed for 
the benefit of future generations. Lara Comi MEP raised the question of the 
future of the EU and not only addressed the current problems faced by Europe 
with regard to climate change but also more general problems such as the 
challenges posed by Brexit. She went on to state that, in order to face pop-
ulism, EDS, as an organisation representing the younger generation, needed 
to develop a new way of believing in the European Project. She was positive 
about this as, in her belief, in the long term populist parties will decline in size 
and influence once governments develop the answers to the issues of today. 
She also argued that the Bologna Process could only succeed if studies were 
harmonised at a European level, stressing the importance of courses such 
as European Studies. Furthermore, she expressed her desire for the current 

knowledge gap in Europe to be overcome through the development of a Sil-
icon Valley in the EU. Participants not only heard from politicians but were 
also treated to Stefania Gorgoglione, a lawyer at Ambientalex Law Firm, who 
provided participants with an introduction to environmental law and gave a 
general overview of this subject. 

Participants also discussed the Conference Resolution before splitting into the 
respective Working Groups to discuss and develop the motions to be present-
ed at the Council Meting. For this working year a new ad-hoc Working Group 
called “Euroscepticism and Populism” has also been created. 

During the Council Meeting five resolutions were passed and a new Vice Chair 
was elected to fill the eighth VC position on the Bureau which had been va-
cant since Summer University. Efthymia Katsouris from Greece was elected 
with a majority of votes of the Council.  

EVENTS

“Facing the Challenges of Climate Change”
Location: 
Venice, Italy 

Date: 
29th September – 2nd October 2016
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From 3 to 4 November 2016, EDS received a friendly welcome in Brussels by 
the Wiflrieds Martens Centre for European Studies for the Digital Youth Acad-
emy, which was held in cooperation with the Swedish Enterprise. Tomi Huh-
tanen, Executive Director of the Wilfried Martens Centre, and Anders Edholm, 
Head of Regional Affairs at the Confederation of Swedish Enterprise, wel-
comed participants on the first day. The aim of the Academy was to provide 
participants with an overview of the transatlantic relationship between the 
European Union and the United States, and to provide political skills training. 
Further to the first aim, Peter Chase, Senior Fellow at the German Marshall 
Fund, talked about TTIP and its possible further developments after the up-
coming US elections. He compared the attitudes of Americans and Europeans 
toward the agreement and also highlighted that the benefits of TTIP would be 
more important for SMEs than big multinational corporations since the latter 
would be able to continue trading easily regardless of the agreement, as they 
had the resources in order to do so. Afterwards, Per Stange, a Political Advisor 
at the European Parliament, taught participants how to communicate large 
political messages such as TTIP properly. He emphasised that the discussion 
in Europe began in a misleading manner since the TTIP negotiations had turned 
out to be very transparent compared to other free trade agreements negotia-
tions. Participants were also given the possibility to gain an insight into what it 
was like to work for Jean Claude Juncker by Natasha Bertaud, Spokesperson 
of the European Commission. She outlined the everyday routine of President 
Juncker and explained what it was like to work in the press department of the 
Commission. At the end of the day, participants were taught some practical 

and easy techniques for the use of social media channels by Lada Jurica, 
EPP Group expert on digital diplomacy and social media. On the second day, 
participants explored in greater depth the techniques they had learnt the day 
before with Martin Borgs and his colleague Voldemar. The two of them held an 
interactive workshop where participants gained learnings in a range of areas, 
from political design techniques to the best way to communicate a political 
message on the basis of best practice examples. 

EVENTS

“Digital Youth Academy -
Enhancing Transatlantic Ties: 
Online Bridges for Youth” 
Location: 
Brussels, Belgium

Date: 
3rd – 4th November 2016
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EDS received a friendly welcome in Kyiv, Ukraine from the Youth of Solidar-
nist. The event was opened by Gabriele Baumann, Head of the KAS office in 
Ukraine, who addressed participants on the topics of the Euromaidan move-
ment, which took place three years ago, the relationship between Ukraine 
and the EU, and the decentralisation of Ukraine. The speech was followed by 
a screening of the documentary “Winter on Fire: Ukraine’s Fight for Freedom”, 
after which a panel discussion took place with Yevhen Nyshchuk, Minister of 
Culture of Ukraine, Maria Ionova, MP of the Verkshovna Rada of Ukraine, and 
Kateryna Kruk, political scientist and Euromaidan activist, who shared with 
participants their experiences from their participation in the Euromaidan. 

On the second day of the event, participants received a briefing on the NATO 
Liaison Office Activities in Ukraine by Deputy Director Ms Ann-Kristin Bjer-
gene. Ms Bjergene explained the role played by the media in the dissemina-
tion of propaganda and the importance of young people’s engagement in poli-
tics. Participants then visited the Ukrainian Parliament and had the pleasure to 
be addressed by Carl Bildt, former Prime Minister and former Foreign Minister 
of Sweden, through a video message and to join a panel discussion with Ivan 
Miklos, Head of the Group of Advisors to the Prime Minister of Ukraine, Dm-
ytro Shymkiv, Deputy Head of the Presidential Administration of Ukraine on 
Administrative, Social and Economic Reforms, and Vasyl Zadvornyy, Chief of 
the public e-procurement system PROZORRO. 

Afterwards, Max Primorac, President of the Institute of Stabilization and 
Transition, spoke on the aftermath of the presidential elections in the United 
States. He explained the different political situation in the USA compared to 
Europe and considered the possible future policies of the newly elected Pres-

ident-Elect Donald Trump, with a particular focus on the EU and Russia. The 
next speaker was Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze, the Vice Prime Minister on 
European Integration, who gave an emotional speech on the situation in east-
ern Ukraine and the Russian impact there. She also explained how Russian 
propaganda functioned and the influence it held over citizens in the region. 

EVENTS

“Europe´s challenges ahead: 
Our answers to security threats”
Location: 
Kiev, Ukraine 

Date: 
8th – 11nd December 2016
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This February we held our Policy Days in Warsaw. As a follow-up to the 
#iMEurope campaign launched last summer in Cyprus, the event focused on 
the necessary EU reforms proposed in the EDS White Paper. Over 100 young 
people from all over Europe, together with students from Polish universities, 
were addressed by people from the world of politics, academia and economy. 
The prominent guest list on the first day included former President of Poland 
Bronisław Komorowski and former Prime Minister and head of the National 
Bank of Poland Marek Belka. The second day was divided into three themed 
panels. Michał Boni MEP, Esteban Gonzalez Pons MEP and UK Conservative 
MP Neil Carmichael were joined by EDS Chairman Georgios Chatzigeorgiou 
to answer the question of what the EU can do to protect the founding values 
of the European project. In the following session Polish MP Cezary Tomczyk, 
Michał Szczerba MP, EPP Deputy Secretary General Christian Kremer and EDS 
Secretary General Ivan Burazin debated whether the EU can successfully 
tackle the governance and security challenges it faces and solidify its role 
as a strong and united global player. To conclude the event, perspectives on 
future integration were discussed by Dariusz Rosati MEP, Jan Olbrycht MEP, 
WMCES Director Tomi Huhtanen and Polish MP Borys Budka. Both European 
and national policy-makers declared their will for a close cooperation with 
European students. EDS Policy Days received wide social media coverage, 
with the hashtag #iMEurope recording a reach of more than half a million on 
Twitter to become the top trending topic in Poland. The event was supported 
by Michał Boni MEP and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation.

EVENTS

“#iMEurope: A Roadmap for the 
European Union”
Location: 
Warsaw, Poland

Date: 
9th– 11th February 2017
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For the Winter University of the 2016-17 working year, EDS was warmly wel-
comed by Studenti Demokristjani Maltin in Malta. Over one hundred dele-
gates gathered in Malta to engage in debates on the approach to the issue of 
“Data Crisis: Protecting Personal Information in a Globalised World”.

Among the visiting speakers were Joseph Daul, EPP President; Lawrence 
Gonzi, former Prime Minister of Malta; Antonio López-Istúriz, Secretary Gener-
al of the EPP; and Manfred Weber, President of the EPP Group in the European 
Parliament. 

The three of them addressed participants on the rising challenges that we 
currently face in Europe and the role to be played by young people in over-
coming them. They stressed the need to fight for and defend democracy in 
times like these, where we face the threat of populism and when people 
in countries outside the EU face imprisonment and torture in their fight for 
those same rights. The EPP and EDS must play a key role in overcoming these 
challenges and work to remove the walls that divide us, especially the digital 
walls that we face, such as those created by the different national laws for 
digital streaming services.  

The panel discussion on Digital Europe was attended by Therese Comodini 
Cachia, MEP and the European Parliament’s Rapporteur on Copyright Reform; 
Eva Maydell, MEP; Alexander Whalen, Senior Policy Manager at DIGITALEU-
ROPE; and Sebastian Gerlach, Director of EU Government Affairs at Microsoft. 

The panellists addressed the fact that technology is moving faster than our 
legislation and that social problems such as unemployment can often be 

solved by technology, as entrepreneurship in this area can create new jobs. 
However, in order for citizens to start believing in a digital future for Europe, 
we need more accountability, transparency and honesty.

On the last day of the event the Council Meeting took place. 10 resolutions 
and four statutory changes were passed. Furthermore, EDS gained three 
new member organisations: CDS Belgium and MDBG Bulgaria as Observer 
Member Organisations, and NNGG Spain as a Full Member Organisation. The 
Council Meeting was opened by Simon Busuttil, PN President, and by Roberta 
Metsola, MEP and EDS alumni.
 
The Winter University took place alongside the EPP Congress. EDS was 
pleased by the organisation’s strong presence at the convention, by both par-
ticipants of the EDS Winter University and also the high number of EDS vol-
unteers who assisted the EPP in accomplishing another successful Congress.  

EVENTS

“Data Crisis: Protecting Personal 
Information in a Globalised World”
Location:
Malta

Date: 
28th March – 1st April 2017
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The Council Meeting in Oslo was organised by Høyres Studenter from 3 to 7 
May. The purpose of the Council Meeting was to give participants an overview 
of the current situation in the Arctic region together with its challenges and 
possible security threats. The first evening started with a keynote speech by 
Angelos Chryssogelos from King’s College London who updated participants 
on the current situation concerning Brexit, what the UK elections will bring for 
the country and how this will affect the EU.

On the second day, EDS visited the Norwegian Parliament and Heidi Nordby 
Lunde, MP from the Conservative Party, provided participants with several in-
sights into Norway and its political challenges. She highlighted the importance 
of education in enabling a country to foster its society and upgrade people’s 
skills. Afterwards, Roland Freudenstein from the Wilfried Martens Centre for 
European Studies together with Heidi Lunde discussed the possible develop-
ments in the Arctic. Roland Freudenstein highlighted the security threat of 
Russia, a country which also has a large interest in the Arctic region. Heidi 
Lunde gave the example of Spitsbergen where cooperation between the two 
countries is necessary for the local population to be able to survive.

Panel discussions with panellists such as Karl Eriki Schjøtt-Pedersen, Kent 
Gudmundsen, Director General of the Norwegian Oil and Gas Association,  Er-
ling Kvadsheim MP and Orjan Birkeland from Statoil focussed on Norway’s 
activities in and approaches to the oil industry and how Norway’s position 
benefits not only the country itself but also the EU. This underlined the signifi-

cance and importance of Arctic policies to Europeans in general. 
One of the most remarkable speakers was Frank Bakke-Jensen, Minister of 
EEA and EU Affairs. He discussed the current issues in the EU and highlighted 
the point of view of the Norwegian government with regard to these chal-
lenges. 

On the last day of the event, the Council Meeting took place at which eight 
resolutions were passed. 

EVENTS

“The Arctic and the EU: 
Supporting successful cooperation 
and meeting the challenges”
Location: 
Oslo, Norway 

Date: 
3rd – 7th May 2017
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The EDS Centre-Right Academy was hosted by SO HSS Croatia from 8th to 
11nd June 2017 in Zagreb. The Academy pursued two principal goals: to de-
velop the skills of participants in the communication of key values, and to fos-
ter a discussion on the highly important topic of the Western Balkans and its 
future in Europe. The programme began with participants receiving an over-
view of the topic by Arnold Kammel from the Austrian Institute for European 
and Security and Policy and a more critical point of view from Sandro Knezovic 
from the Institute for Development and International Relations. The speakers 
gave participatory presentations and afterwards a Question and Answer ses-
sion allowed participants to discuss what nature of future development would 
be possible for the region together with the realistic possibilities when it came 
to EU enlargement. The speakers also highlighted the influence of Russia, 
China and the Arab States in the Western Balkans. 
It was soon clear to participants that the “Western Balkans” cannot be gen-
eralised as a region, as it is made up of a diverse and highly different range of 
countries. To further this understanding, Đana Luša from the Faculty of Politi-
cal Science at Zagreb University held a workshop on Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
one of the countries which faces the greatest challenges of the region. The 
workshop took the form of a role play in which participants were divided into 
six groups with each group given a single role, for example that of an ethnic 
minority. The groups then tried to work together to find a solution for the 
divided country. In doing so, participants not only developed their negotiation 

skills but also gained an understanding of how hard it is to find a solution that 
suits everybody. 
On the second day, participants engaged in discussions with several speakers. 
Matija Ocurscak, from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Croatia, discussed the 
tensions between the countries of the Western Balkan region and highlighted 
the important role to be played by Croatia in overcoming them. He went on to 
stress the importance of the continuation of the EU enlargement process in 
order to prevent countries in the Western Balkans from falling behind and cre-
ating a security threat to their own citizens. Miriam Lexman from the Interna-
tional Republican Institute shared with participants the results of a survey by 
her institute which highlighted the reasons why Eastern European countries 
such as those in the Visegrad group often felt cut off from Western European 
countries. Žiga Turk, former Minister of Education in Slovenia, gave an over-
view of the current EU approach to this issue. Antonis Klapsis, from the Centre 
of International European Political Economy, spoke on the general situation of 
the EU enlargement process as it currently stood and highlighted the conten-
tious issue of how Turkey should relate to this process. The last presentation 
was given by newly elected EPP Vice President Rafał Trzaskowski who spoke 
about the current challenges faced in the EU and actively discussed with par-
ticipants what possible solutions to these challenges could look like.

EVENTS

“EU Enlargement towards the 
Western Balkans and South-East 
Europe – a Security Issue”
Location: 
Zagreb, Croatia 

Date: 
8th – 11nd June 2017
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The Study Mission on the island of Lesbos was hosted by ONNED and its 
student branch, DAP-NDFK. The purpose of the Mission was to get an insight 
of what has been going on, observing the reality of the European Migrant 
Crisis. In 2015 and 2016, the Greek island handled 85% of the migrants who 
arrived in Greece. EDS therefore, through talking to locals, NGOs, and politi-
cians gained more information about what had actually been taking place in 
Lesbos and what is the current situation in 2017.
On the first day EDS had discussions with the Regional Office of the Northern 
Aegean, a role directly connected to handling the overall coordination over the 
North Aegean islands. EDS then visited the Municipality of Lesbos to discuss 
the challenges the local community faced, how they managed to receive the 
refugees right at the peak before additional aid and assistance was provided. 
The next stop was the visit to the University of the Aegean where the partici-
pants had the chance to learn about the program that has been implemented 
under the scheme of the Erasmus Plus. The program organises and offers 
access to university facilities for young refugees in order to assist them in 
digital learning, creating their email address etc. 
The second day started with learning more about the work of the NGOs. The 
participants met with a representative of US NGO Mercy Corps. The represen-
tative gave a broad overview of what has happened since 2015 and the work 
of Mercy Corps. EDS then proceeded to visit an educational support centre 
called “Mosaik”. The purpose is to provide sustainable structures to refugees 
to take part in courses and workshops where they learn, primarily, languages 
and IT skills. The centre also offers sewing classes and the refugees have the 
possibility to sell hand-made things, for example, bags. 
Following this, EDS had the opportunity to exchange information with the Hel-
lenic Coast Guard. The Coast Guard Lieutenant shared significant insights on 

his experiences and a thorough statistical overview. He explained the chal-
lenging tasks of the Hellenic Coast Guard cover, the situation at the peak 
of the crisis and how this changed since the EU-Turkey agreement in March 
2016. The effect of the agreement has been underlined by facts and several 
figures which clearly showed that the numbers went down significantly. The 
UNHCR also offered a presentation to EDS and explained figures about the 
migrant crisis.
As EDS also wanted to visit a refugee camp in order to see what the con-
ditions are in the camps, the participants had the opportunity to visit “Kara 
Tepe”, a camp for families and children. The camp is governed by the munic-
ipality of Lesbos. Stavros Mirogiannis, the director of the UNHCR Camp Kara 
Tepe, and Jamal, an Afghan refugee, explained the daily life in the camp. 
Another part of the programme was to visit the region where most of the 
refugees arrived during the crisis. Therefore EDS went to the region of Man-
tamados in order to visit one of the villages, which has been hit the hardest 
in the crisis. 
Besides discovering the route that the refugees followed in order to get from 
the shores, where they arrived, to Mytilini, the capital of Lesbos, EDS also 
visited the town of Molyvos, which has been hit the hardest in the crisis as 
tourism decreased by 90% from 2015. The participants had the chance to 
discuss the crisis and its effects with the Vice Mayor of the town and the 
President of the region. The two of them spoke about the enormous burden for 
the locals and the challenges of also cooperating with the NGOs. 
At the end of the mission, it became very clear to the participants that they 
had been offered a lot of information that has not been spread throughout 
the media and therefore EDS got an even greater insight on the crisis and its 
consequences for Lesbos and Europe in general.

EVENTS

“Europe’s migration crisis: 
Inside the challenge to help refugees”
Location: 
Lesbos, Greece 

Date: 
6th – 9th July 2017
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BullsEye has accompanied EDS as its official de-
bating magazine for more than forty years. Headed 
by Henrique Laitenberger (YCGE) and Silvie Rohr 
(RCDS), the magazine’s mission for 2016/2017 was 
to consolidate its ability to promote EDS within the 
European People’s Party and beyond.
In 2016/2017, BullsEye experienced an unprece-
dented expansion: with ten editors from nine nations 
from across the European continent and its neigh-
bourhood, the magazine boasted the largest and 
most diverse Editorial Team in its history. Equally his-
toric was the first Editorial Team Training hosted by 
EDS in September 2016. Aside from workshops with 

the European Commission’s Spokesperson Margari-
tis Schinas and the European Parliament’s Press 
Service, this involved several strategic meetings to 
prepare the working year. Together with achieve-
ments of previous years – including a state-of-the-
art website and the continued distribution of issues 
to all MEPs of the EPP Group – BullsEye operated on 
a larger scale than ever before. 
This sense of initiative was replicated on the con-
tent-level: foremost, BullsEye undertook heightened 
efforts to support EDS’s policy strategy as adopted in 
its White Paper: “An Open Europe in an Open World”. 
In this spirit, the magazine launched the series “Eu-

rope and the World” to explore the EU’s potential as 
a global player and relations with countries across 
the world. A special issue to promote the resolu-
tions of the White Paper was released in time for 
the EPP Congress in Malta. This was complemented 
by contributions and interviews with senior figures, 
including former Prime Ministers Ewa Kopacz and 
Lawrence Gonzi, as well as EU Commissioner Carlos 
Moedas and David McAllister MEP. 
In turbulent times for the world in general and the Eu-
ropean project in particular, BullsEye thus succeeded 
to entrench itself as the firm voice of centre-right 
students in Europe.

PUBLICATIONS

Henrique Laitenberger (YCGE United Kingdom) is Ed-
itor-in-Chief of BullsEye. Born in Germany, he pursues 
a PhD in History at the University of Oxford and the 
University of Göttingen. Active in the UK Conservative 
student movement since 2012, Henrique is currently 
the Vice-Chair of the Young Conservative Group for 
Europe. Previous journalistic experience on his part 
include contributions for various student outlets and 
blogs on British, German and UK politics. 

Silvie Rohr (RCDS Germany)  is EDS Vice-
Chair responsible for publications and cam-
paign managment.  In addition to her polit-
ical activities, Silvie has been working for a 
public television channel, different newspa-
pers and radio channels. Her work with Bull-
sEye mainly focused on the supervision of 
the Editorial Team and the Council of Europe 
column.

“BullsEye - The EDS Newsmagazine”Ed
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Ramy Jabbour 
(Lebanon)

Julien Sassel
(Belgium)

Manuel Schlaffer 
(Austria)

Neil Smart Constantino 
(Malta)

Krystyna Brodych 
(Ukraine)

Sarah Wolpers 
(Germany)

Teodoras Zukas 
(Lithuania)

Olivia Andersson 
(Sweden)

Maciej Kmita 
(Poland)
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REPORTS BY MEMBER ORGANISATIONS

 AG Austria
Aktionsgemeinschaft

The working year of 2016/17 started in July with the election of the new national board at the annual summer congress, which took place in 
Tyrol, Austria. In February, we held our annual winter congress. The Congress’s main objective was to harness the organisation’s campaigning 
ability through several training sessions on rhetoric, social media, and leadership skills. The principal focus of these meetings was to train our 
member for the upcoming student union elections.
In March, AG launched its campaign for the student union elections in May 2017. This year, AG fielded three Spitzenkandidaten, including 
the Chairman and two female students from the University of Vienna and the University of Graz. In April, AG presented its candidates for the 
upcoming elections formally at a press conference. Afterwards, the candidates toured Austria and visited the universities to engage in the 
ground campaign. 
In May, the Austrian Student Union Elections were held. AG won the elections on the national level. The result clearly shows that students 
acknowledge the work of AG and want an actual representation of their interests. The followings negotiations will show whether the other 
organisations are going to cooperate with us or if they will continue to prioritise their ideology over actual student issues. Throughout the year, 
AG has been highly represented at the Committee Meetings and the Council Meetings of the Austrian Students Union.

 EDH Belgium
Etudiants Démocrates Humanistes

This past year has been quite eventful for Belgian student’s political life. From the “Landscape Decree”, to the Inami issue, the election of the 
new the National board, Humanist Democrat Students had a challenging year.
First of all, the decompartmentalization of studies (today, missing one or two courses does not mean a total failure for students, who do not 
start again anymore) and the new program “à la carte” (giving students maximum freedom in “the elaboration of their curricula”) create a 
considerable overload of work for the administrative services of the Universities: on the one hand, students complain about the poor orga-
nization of their University. On the other hand, the latter return criticism towards the political level. According to them, the new “Landscape 
Decree” (voted upon in 2013) requires them to organize an individualized teaching while they receive funding for mass education.
EdH claims a better adaptation of political decisions on the ground. Indeed, we strive for better listening from the public authorities on the 
realities we are facing on campuses and how it could be tough to enforce these new directives, especially when the financial and human 
means do not follow.
Secondly the Inami issue. The Higher Education Commission adopted the draft decree introducing an entrance examination in medicine and 
dentistry. The purpose is to organize a selection before entering the first cycle, in order to limit the access to these two studies. Medical 
students must pass an entrance exam in order to have a certificate of success. However, this certificate does not ensure them an Inami 
number at the end of their studies. This Inami number allows medical graduates to get an official certificate in order to practice or specialize. 
This project is created without consideration with the reality on the ground, when one knows the situations of shortages in certain special-
izations and regions of Belgium.
EdH regrets there being a filter for medicinal studies. We believe this will exacerbate the shortage issue. However, we consider the entrance 
examination a better solution than the competition at the end of the first year of the bachelor’s degree.
Furthermore the Publifin affaire which gathers several elected representatives of parties in a political scandal, they were graciously recom-
pensed by being absent. This revelation has shaken and undermined the Walloon political world. According to our ethical values that we 
cherish, edH has held a conference in order to help student to understand how an intercommunal works and how a public service might be 
deflected from its common matter interests when a legal vacuum occurs.   
Otherwise, edH has brought its support to Young cdH for the launch of the “Human Tour”. This project has been led with the will to help 
children in trouble. It consisted on a series of concerts throughout Wallonia where each participant had to bring a toy in order to collect and 
redistribute them to the non-profit association “Le refuge des Salanganes” in Braine-l’Alleud. This is an organization that takes care of children 
with psychological, characteristic and psychomotor disorders. The benefits of these concerts have been donated to this association. 
We have also organized several drinks on the various university campuses, especially at Brussels in Saint-Louis for the Welcome day which 
has been a great success and at Liège during the Christmas holidays.  
But our most noteworthy event is undoubtedly the election of the new National Presidency. The inauguration of the new board will take place 
on 1st of July. EdH has the pleasure to introduce Coralie Brich, the first, youngest woman to have been elected at the position of President. 
At only 20 years old, she is determined and committed to improve edH’s communication and recruitment, but also to open our activities to 
people with disabilities (mainly deaf-mute community). Moreover, this new elected board is fully committed to strengthen its participation at 
the international level. Their International Secretary, Libertas Ezako, is looking forward to share deeper relations with the European Democrat 
Students and others European organizations.

FULL MEMBERS
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 FISS Bulgaria
Federation of Independent Student Societies

In January 2016 FISS began preparing for the Presidential elections in November 2016.
FISS has a long experience as an organization registering observers for local and national elections in Bulgaria – 13 national election observer 
missions. In the spring of 2016, FISS decided to participate in the establishment of a new independent organization – the Transatlantic Pros-
perity Area – Observer Mission, Bulgaria. In October 2016 this organization was registered by a decision of the Central Election Commission 
as an official election observer. So FISS stayed to do her political job, and the Transatlantic Prosperity Area – Observer Mission, Bulgaria, 
began to organize national election observer missions.
At the same time, FISS continues to work as a permanent member of the Public Council in the Central Election Commission. In April 2016 
FISS had a regular Annual Congress, in which they reelected the Honorary Chairman of FISS. Bojidar Vasilev; The Chairwoman – Mrs. Kon-
stantin Kiprov; The International Secretary – Mrs. Maria Nenkova; The Secretary General – Mr. Apostol Apostolov and the Chairman of the 
Ronald Reagan Committee – Mr. Todor Gunchev.
In November 2016 Bulgaria held National Presidential elections. At the first round of the elections FISS supported Mr. Traycho Traykov, a can-
didate of the Reformist Bloc. At the second round of the elections FISS supported Mrs. Tsetska Tsacheva, a candidate of GERB. Unfortunately, 
the Presidential elections ware won by the Socialist candidate, Gen. Rumen Radev.
In March 2017 we have had an early Parliamentary elections. FISS members and sympathizers have supported the candidates from the 
GERB and the Reformist Bloc. GERB won the highest result of these Parliamentary elections and the Reformist Bloc did not enter in to the 
Parliament.
This year the Federation started a new project with the Bulgarian Institute for Public Finance.
On May 10, 2017 in Sofia was opened the bust-monument of the US President Ronald Reagan. This is one project started six years ago by 
the idea of FISS.
Besides the fact, we are a small organization but there are structures of ours in every university in Sofia. The Federation of Independent 
Student Societies has struggled to hear the voice of young people, but also for their rights.

 MGERB Bulgaria 
Mladi Grazhdani za Evropeisko Razvitie na Bulgaria

For yet another year MGERB has proved to be and solid supporter of GERB party, participting in two crucial elections for Bulgaria - 
Presidential in november 2016 and general in march 2017. The youth branch of GERB was again the main platform to address the 
youth in the country and one of the key sources to provide with highly educated and high-skilled young experts where needed. It’s 
Chairman become Deputy minister of foreign affairs, after a historical win of the party and leading for the third time the government 
of the state.
MGERB organize its annual main events - Summer and Winter university, respectively in September 2016 and February 2017 with 
more than 500 participants in total. Many local training sessions and political academies were orginazed to encourage the youth for 
more active participation in politics.

FULL MEMBERS

 FPK Protoporia Cyprus
ΦΠΚ ΠΡΩΤΟΠΟΡΙΑ

The working year 2016-2017 started in August 2016 with the annual electoral assembly of our organization. A central Bureau was elected 
with a new Chairman, Mr Antreas Eleftheriou who shared his ideas and presented the new program that he would implement during the year 
ahead. Mr Giannis Eleftheriou got elected as the new international secretary while Ms Sara Artymata remained the head of the delegation 
for FPK Protoporia in EDS.

During the past year, FPK Protoporia as the biggest student organization in Cyprus supported a series of concrete proposals on Higher Educa-
tion which aimed at improving the Higher Education system of the country. For example, in the last years FPK Protoporia has been a part of 
the process to amend and upgrade the financial support that the Cypriot government is giving to students as “aid” for the student expenses. 
In the past year, there have been rumors about the reduction of that support from the Ministry, therefore FPK Protoporia actively engaged 
in dialogue with the Authorities in order to ensure that there will be no reduction at all. It is important to note that our organization has been 
a pioneer for the financial support mechanism since the economic crisis in order to help students that need extra support to continue their 
studies and get their degree. 
 
Last December, the local elections were held, during which FPK Protoporia actively campaigned in order to assist in the successful election of 
young people and ensure that DI.SY, our mother party, will achieve a good result ahead of the Presidential elections next year. We are happy 
to say, that DI.SY preserved a historic high of 37.3% while many young members of NE.DISY or FPK Protoporia managed to get elected. 

The past working year has been a very important one in relation to the negotiations for a peaceful and viable solution to the Cyprus problem. 
A lot of developments have taken place, with great ups but also difficult times. FPK Protoporia, an organisation that at the core of its aims 
wants to raise awareness on the Cyprus issue, has actively participated in several bi-communal events and activities and supported the 
government’s efforts in any possible way. At the time of writing this report, a new Geneva meeting is set for June 28 under the auspices of 
the Secretary-General. 

Between the months January to May, our organization focused on the student elections which took place in every city and country where 
a sufficient number of Cypriot students live and study. In particular, student elections took place at the University of Cyprus, University of 
Nicosia, Cyprus University of Technology, European University and Frederick University. The elections in Cyprus were followed by elections in 
universities around Greece in the cities of Athens, Thessaloniki, Ioannina, Patra, Volos, Komotini, Larissa, Heraklion and Rethymno. Elections 
were also held in the United Kingdom where a very large number of Cypriot students live and study. FPK Protoporia is proud to say that we 
won the student elections with 42%.

 IRLY Estonia
IRL Noored 

The past year has been quite interesting for IRL Youth and our party, the Estonian political scenery has become very turbulent. After the 
elections in 2015, our party lost 9  places in the Parliament but still had the chance to be in the Government. In 2015 March, Pro Patria and 
Res Publica Union had 4 ministers  in the Government. The coalition was made between Reform Party, Socialdemocrats and Pro Patria and 
Res Publica Union. But in November 2016 the coalition changed as the Reform Party was changed to Centre Party in the coalition. After this, 
our party now has 5 ministers.
Estonia has been preparing for the EU Presidency in 2017, as well as for the Local  Elections in October 2017. 
As for the youth, in August 2016 IRL Youth elected a new Board and Chairman for the organisation. The newly elected Board has been 
actively trying to restore relationships between our partner organisations as well as with EDS. 
Last year, IRL Youth had a Winter Seminar in December with our partners from Finland, Sweden, Lithuania and Latvia. The seminar focused 
on security, immigration and Brexit. 
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 KS Denmark
Konservative Studerende 

At an extra congress in October 2016 we changed the statutes moving the annual congress from March to October. KS elected a new 
bureau for the working year 2016/2017. Anne Birk Mortensen was re-elected as the National Chairman and Mikkel Wrang was re-elected as 
International Secretary. KS’s local branches participated in student election with good results. KS Odense has been re-launched and a new 
branch has emerged at Roskilde University. In November 2016, the Conservative People’s Party joined the government together with Liberal 
Alliance and Venstre (ALDE) still with Lars Løkke Rasmussen as Prime minister.

 TK Finland
Tuhatkunta (Student Union of the National Coalition Party)

The main activities in the fall of 2016 were primarily related to the student union elections and to the Annual Congress. In Finland the univer-
sities follow different electoral cycles and this time the elections were held only in the University of Helsinki and in the Universities of Applied 
Sciences. After many challenging years and elections at the University of Helsinki, TK Finland managed to get an impressive result in these 
elections. The number of representatives rose from two to five for the first time since nearly a decade.
In November TK Finland held its Annual Congress, where the new executive board got elected for the working year of 2017, starting from 
January onwards. The current Chairperson Marianna Kupias and two Vice Chairs, Emmi Venäläinen and Janika Takatalo continued to the final 
year of their two year term. The rest of the 10 board members hold one year terms and while Miikka Koski and Tommi Pyykkö got re-elected 
from the previous year’s board, five new members started their one year term: Anne Pynttäri, Konsta Nupponen, Sami Kontola, Tuomas 
Kuoppala and Ville Hakala. Tommi Pyykkö was also chosen to carry on his duties as the International Secretary for the year 2017.
Finland’s municipal elections in April were the main focus of TK for the first part of the year. TK organized a tour in order to educate and 
provide support to its members throughout the country regarding the upcoming elections. Later on TK and its members participated actively 
in the actual campaigning both as candidates and as members of campaign teams of other candidates. The result was victorious as TK’s 
mother party, Kokoomus, won the municipal elections for the third time in a row. Many of TK’s members were also elected to city councils 
around Finland.

 YSO GRAALI Georgia
Young Student Organization Graali

During last year, Graali has participated in many events. Graali continued to help disabled students. We have active volunteers who take part 
in this actions. 
Our main goal in 2016 was to increase citizens political education, in which EDS meetings helped us alot. 
Like in 2015, problems surrounding marijuana was still actual, because of huge numbers of people who are in jail for using this kind 
of drug. Hopefully this problem is being solved step by step for now.
In 2017 we started to inform students and all interested citizens the main responsibilities of the mayor. We are still in the process 
of this action.
During these events we are working for new projects which will be introduced in the next reports.

 RCDS Germany
Ring Christlich-Demokratischer Studenten

2016 started with an enormous discussion in Germany on the refugee crisis in Germany and Europe. With our future at stake, RCDS had to 
raise its voice. We hence promoted our view on the issue to the German national magazine FOCUS. Our major claim was: not to privilege 
refugees at the universities. Instead we demanded a test system for refugees to prove their ability to study. It was necessary because a 
lot of those people were not able to show their qualifications. Our motivation was to set the bar high for the quality of education and not to 
undercut this high bar. With our demand, we initiated a debate within society and our mother party - the CDU. After a lot of discussions and 
conversations, the Ministry of Education and Research confirmed our demands. Since then, this practice has become routine at universities.

Another major campaign conducted by RCDS was our demand to reduce the broadcasting licence fees for students and apprentices from 
17.50 euro to 5 euro. To this end, a social media campaign was launched that attracted much support from across society. Supporters of the 
campaign included the Secretary-General of the CDU Peter Tauber, President of the German Taxpayers Federation Rainer Holznagel, and the 
Chairman of the Junge Union Germany, Paul Ziemiak, to name a few. RCDS further launched an online and an analogous petition to collect 
signatures in support of the campaign. The majority of our federal groups and the groups at the universities organised activities to collect as 
many signatures as possible. The result of this initiative was more than 12,000 signatures. Unfortunately, the campaign has not yet been 
crowned with success. However, we will keep trying to achieve the best for German students and apprentices.

Beyond these activities, we expanded our press mentions and developed our network to partner organisations such the Junge Union, 
Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation, and EDS.

In 2017, our whole work has focused on the German Federal Elections scheduled for September. We started the year with different events 
in many cities to convince the German students as soon as possible of our agenda. One example is that we started five panel discussions 
under the name “Eurovision” to promote our policies concerning the European level. In August, we will travel from city to city with an RCDS 
bus to discuss the issues of our party with students from across Germany. Until the date of the General Elections, all our meetings with CDU, 
our social media campaigns, and everything else will be held in this spirit.
sels in Saint-Louis for the Welcome day which has been a great success and at Liège during the Christmas holidays.  
But our most noteworthy event is undoubtedly the election of the new National Presidency. The inauguration of the new board will take place 
on 1st of July. EdH has the pleasure to introduce Coralie Brich, the first, youngest woman to have been elected at the position of President. 
At only 20 years old, she is determined and committed to improve edH’s communication and recruitment, but also to open our activities to 
people with disabilities (mainly deaf-mute community). Moreover, this new elected board is fully committed to strengthen its participation at 
the international level. Their International Secretary, Libertas Ezako, is looking forward to share deeper relations with the European Democrat 
Students and others European organizations.
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 DAP-NDFK Greece
Dimokratiki Ananeotiki Protoporia - Nea Dimokratiki Foititiki Kinissi
Δημοκρατική Ανανεωτική Πρωτοπορία - Νέα Δημοκρατική Φοιτητική Κίνηση

During the annual student elections DAP-NDFK was elected first for a 31st consecutive year in the majority of Greek universities with 46,93 
per cent and technical educational institutions with 59,08 per cent with a significant increase from last year. DAP-NDK continues to stand 
strongly as the leading student organization of the nation.

This working year 2016-2017 for DAP-NDFK consisted of various activities. A major campaign under the slogan “STUDYING and ACTION” 
was conducted. Among the main proposals was private funding for education, research and evaluation systems, campus security, academic 
excellence, unhindered access to the work force which remain timeless policies in the face of the current radical left government that has 
pursued a destructive policy in the field of education as well. 

DAP-NDFK has promoted the introduction, by means of legislation, of examination sessions on a permanent basis for senior students with 
the purpose of assisting them to complete their studies without further delay or hindrance. 

DAP-NDFK conducted an action through which funds were raised for needs of SOS Children’s Villages, an activity that strengthens commu-
nities ties by conveying a message of “SOLIDARITY”. 

Another standing position of DAP - NDFK is the promotion of the establishment of the first English-Language Undergraduate Program with 
the title “Bachelor in Ancient Greek Literature, History and Archeology” by the University of Athens. The purpose is to attract students from 
countries also outside of the EU. With the entrance of foreign students, public revenue would increase, market mobility would be stimulated, 
and higher education would also have the opportunity to be enriched with the introduction of new ideas and gain the prospect of new part-
nerships with students from foreign Universities.

Under the theme of “Asylum Must not be Granted” DAP-NDFK expressed its’ liberal and democratic ideology in the field of education in the 
current working year by combating the obsessions over the occupation of the university campuses something that restrains educational 
development. DAP-NDFK’s position can be summarized in the triptych of “Reforms - Participation - Security”.

Within the Department of Law of the Universities, DAP-NDFK has conducted a plan to support law students and strengthen their academic 
performance and enhance their future employment opportunities by proposing to provide a mechanism through which law students can 
have access to the legal date base of revised legislation and case law of the Greek Courts by registering in a system with an annual reduced 
subscription fee. It has always been the strong position of DAP-NDFK that education is a sector towards which investment must be made. 

Last of all DAP-NDFK in cooperation with EDS organized a Study Mission on the island of Lesvos in Greece, the crossroad of the European 
Refugee Crisis. Students had the opportunity to visit the refugee camps, NGOs, the Greek Coast Guard, The Mayor and Municipality, the 
Regional Officer of the Northern Aegean and University of the Aegean and to witness the circumstances of one of the most challenging 
European and humanitarian crises of the century. 

 NCD Italy
Generazioni Di Studenti per il Nuovo Centrodestra

GDS is one of the most important popular centre right youth organisations in the Italy and this year through our activities, our presence in the 
most important Italian universities and involvement in the political national debate we were able to consolidate our position and influence. 
The President Michelangelo Chinni and the Vice-President Emilio Minuzzo organized a series of meetings and panels in collaboration with 
national institutions, universities and business organisations to spread ideas, awareness and knowledge among young generations. Among 
other areas of interest, we focussed on the recently proposed Constitutional Law and its effects on the national scenario, the social repercus-
sions of the organized crime in Italy and Europe, and the problems related with the high youth unemployment rate in Italy. 
Furthermore, in line with the activity of EDS we organised conferences in several Italian universities to promote European values and increase 
awareness about populism and its effects on the European political situation.
We followed the activities of the government in the launch and implementation of the recent “Young apprenticeship programme” assisting 
the national institutions, representing the interests of the students and enhancing our ties with business organisations and industry associ-
ations. 
Our International Secretary Mattia Caniglia has successfully implemented our initiatives about foreign policy and current global geopolitical 
trends. In particular, conferences have been organised on topics like the European Defence Architecture and the future of the European 
foreign policy, the geopolitical situation in the MENA region, the current state of European relations with Russia and the future of the Balkan 
region.
Finally, our members continued to be active in the academic world and in 2017 they achieved impressive results. At the recent elections at 
Roma Tre University a branch of our association became second for numbers of votes, electing a total of 27 student representatives in all 
the different departments, 1 student representative in the Academic Senate and 1 student representative in the Board of Directors of the 
University. GDS reinforced its presence also in other universities especially in Sicily and in Reggio Calabria.
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 StudiCentro Italy
StudiCentro

Over the past year, many activities have been carried out by StudiCentro. From campaigns to reforming the School (Giannini Law called “Good 
School”), to various television appearances on educational reform decrees.
During the year numerous institutional meetings were held with the government and ministers to elaborate the implementation plans of the 
school reform law. The association was also heard several times in Parliament.
Huge commitment was made by the foreign affairs committee of the association: Giacomo Rossetto has been elected vice chairman of 
EDS, Rodolfo Biancheri has been elected Vice Chairman of EUPAS, StudiCentro has organized the first EDS Council Meeting for the year 
2016/17 in Venice on environmental awareness, in December the association Organized the “StudiCentro Study Visit” in Brussels, hosted by 
the President of EPP Joseph Daul and the vice-president of the EPP Group in the European Parliament with the mandate on youth Lara Comi.
StudiCentro has been, as every year on May 23, a protagonist of the campaign against the Mafia in Palermo, and took part, as a custom, in 
the memory trips to Auschwitz.
The founder of StudiCentro, Gianpiero Zinzi, fought at the Regional Council of Campania to improve the study conditions for millions of stu-
dents by submitting questions and bills.
In addition, many members of StudiCentro were elected to the bodies of universities and councils throughout Italy.

 FR-LDK Kosovo
Forumi i Rinisë i Lidhjes Demokratike të Kosovës

As a forum of the Youth Democratic League of Kosovo, during  2016 and in the continuation of 2017 we have had several different activities 
all over the country 
The forum structure have participated with the rest of the youth who were not even involved in poltics.
Some months ago, Youth Forum of the Democratic League of Kosovo has successfully accomplished the regular election process. A process 
that has been organized according to the party regulation and other statutory requirements. The election process was finished on the De-
cember 25, 2016, where the central election assembly consisted of 355 delegates from all around Kosovo, and in a secret voting ballot they 
elected Mr. Fidan REKALIU as Chairman of FR-LDK.
From that time onwards, we have consistently followed the acivities of the youth 
of our country. 
We have developed various trainings that have to do with the training of young people in different fields. I will mention a few of them now:
One of the trainings was the “New Media School” training organized by NDI and USAID and has enabled some young people to get more 
information about media activity and how they can use it as something very important.
We have raised the concerns of Kosovo’s youth visa liberalization as a sort of protest that we have asked the deputies and state leaders to 
have in mind and to deal with this issue seriously because as young people we want to be equal with all the other citizens of Europe, to move 
freely, to have the opportunity to go to study, to work and to visit. We called this activity “Don’t let us close”
As a forum, we have also participated in the Training “NDI Regional Political Academy for Center Right Parties 2017, where we have received 
information and we were trained on how to write a policy brief, we are still working on it and then we have to present it to our polical party 
so they can use it  and implement it in its curricula.
We have held trainings for youth in all municipalities of Kosovo with the theme: “The role of youth in a modern political campaign” in coop-
eration with Konrad Adenauer Stiftung Kosovo foundation. This was on of the most succesfull trianings that we did with our youth, because 
they have learnt a lot of things that they had the chance to use in our latest campaign.

 SDM Malta
Studenti Demokristjani Maltin

SDM had its Annual General Meeting in December, where Gabriel Micallef took over from Ian Zahra as president of SDM.
Elections: SDM throughout this year contested 1 election and successfully managed to elect all candidates put forward for the KSU elections. 
The Kunsill Studenti Universitarji Elections (KSU) are the most important elections for SDM as it represents all students at the University of 
Malta. Only one role was contested as the other main organisation on campus did not participate in these elections for the second consec-
utive year. 
With respect to Policy, SDM hosted a campaigne aimed at increasing student activism on campus. This ended with a conference with all 
student organisations on campus in April 2017, themed ‘Leave Your Mark’. Hundreds of students have approached us to give us their opinion 
on how student activism could be enhanced. For this conference, we invited representatives from student organisations to discuss the 
results of the survey and research which have been conducted throughout the past few weeks. Those who attended were split into different 
workshops to examine those results in specific areas and provide a way forward in this regard.
Throughout the year SDM conducted other Campaigns, ranging from philanthropic to recruitment campaigns. The first campaign was ‘Take 
the Leap’ which was conducted in all 5 institutions in which SDM is present, as a recruitment campaign during Freshers’ Week. A more 
philanthropic campaign was ‘Project 7000’, where SDM for the fourth consecutive year raised more than 7,000 euros for charity. 
SDM was also active throughout Domestic Affairs which happened in Malta over the past year. We spoke out in a responsible manner and 
fought for our fellow students as was seen when the present government proposed a media registrar bill, when prime land was going to be 
built in Outside Development Zone and the weakening of tertiary education in Malta.
This year, SDM International Office was busy preparing for the EDS Winter University which was hosted in Malta. This year’s theme for the 
Winter University was “Data Crisis: Protecting Personal Information in a Globalised World” which was hosted in St. Julian’s between the 28th 
March and 1st April. SDM executive members were also involved in the preparations of the EPP Congress which was also hosted in Malta. 
SDM International Officer attended the EDS Council Meeting in May which took place in Oslo.

 JKL Lithuania
Jaunųjų konservatorių lyga (Young Conservatives’ League)

During the last couple of years YCL has experienced a fast growth of its branches, therefore, the main activities of the organization were 
aimed at youth education, training and fostering conservative values. Alongside numerous lectures and seminars held all over Lithuania, YCL 
organized its annual summer academies concerning such topics as the growth of the populist movements in Europe, upcoming Parliament 
elections in Lithuania and presidential elections in the United States, youth politics and education. During the last year, YCL set a goal to 
establish closer relations with other centre-right or right youth organizations in the Baltic region, therefore a concept of Strategic Partnership 
conferences has been developed and two such conferences have been held in Lithuania with the youth of Civic Platform from Poland and 
youth of CDU from Germany. The main project of YCL - the School of Citizenship - was also carried out in 2015 and 2016, which is a two stage 
simulation of the most important Lithuanian governing bodies - municipalities and the National Parliament. Resolutions, written during these 
projects and concerning the most important issues in fields such as economy, national defence, social affairs, education and youth politics, 
have been handed out to numerous municipality representatives and the vice chairman of the National Parliament. Currently, YCL is aiming 
to establish more educational activities in various regions of Lithuania, especially rural areas, in order to educate the youth in fields such as 
politics, foreign relations, national defence and youth politics as well as to encourage young people to take part in democratic processes and 
civic activities.
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 HS Norway
Høyres Studenter

This past year has been a great and exciting year for Hoyre Studenter. As Hoyre are still the governing party in Norway this has given us 
a unique opportunity to work alongside Hoyre and be a vital part in shaping their policies and the policies of the government. As we have 
elections coming up in the autumn of 2017 a lot of the past years activities have also revolved around preparing for the elections and creating 
good, new, conservative student policies. In April we had the pleasure of electing a new chairwoman, and Hedvig Heyerdahl was elected. 
Hoyre Studenter has also this year greatly focused on the international work, and had the great honour of hosting EDS at a council meeting 
in Oslo in early May.

 TLDM Moldova
Tineretul Liberal Democrat din Moldova (Liberal Democratic Youth of Moldova)

For TLDM, last year was full of challenges focused primarily on presidential elections. Summer time was a perfect time to set new goals and 
to shape new strategies for our youth organization. In partnership with our friends from Konrad Adenauer Stiftung we organized a workshop 
on the topic „The political pathway of the Republic of Moldova”. There we discussed the future and the needs of the young people from Mol-
dova, the current political situation and we planned and set up the youth political agenda. Later on, together with PAS Youth and Youth from 
DA the whole autumn we were actively involved in the presidential election campaign, supporting Maia Sandu’s candidacy for president. We 
started the campaign “What we are doing with the president?” in order to encourage young people to support us in the elections and to join 
us to promote a president that represent young people from Moldova. In November, after the elections, we organized a seminar on the topic 
“The challenges in development of a political youth organization. During the seminar, we analyzed our political situation after the presidential 
elections, set up new goals for the next year and discussed how we can strengthen the position of the center right parties. We continued to 
discuss and to debate this topic during the TDLM Winter School organized in partnership with International Republican Institute. Furthermore, 
the TLDM with PAS Youth and Youth from DA, launched a civic campaign on free access to dormitories during the night that were regulated 
by the Government. Together we succeeded to collect 4000 signatures and let our voice to be heard by the Governement. Also, this spring, 
we participated actively at the protests organized against the government and against the bill on uninominal vote.

 SMD Poland
Stowarzyszenie Młodzi Demokraci 

In the working year of 2016/2017 we were about to face problems as biggest youth political NGO in Poland, in opposition against the gov-
erning and ruling party. We worked close to the mother party in organising anti-governmental demonstrations. Since the beginning of 2016 
we organised the biggest march in May 2016 with over 300.000 people participating. Starting from the December 2016 parliamentary crisis 
when journalists were banned from the Parliament building, we have strengthened our attacks against breaking the rule of law. Despite that, 
we held key event as the new opening took place during Summer University 2016 in Ostrow where all major political figures appeared. As 
the international secretariat of SMD throughout 2016 we continued the bilateral cooperation and events with JU, RCDS, Youth of Solidarnist 
and JKL Lithuania, as well as organising the EDS Policy Days in Warsaw in February 2017.

 ODM Slovakia
Občiansko-demokratická mládeže (Civic Democratic Youth)

2016 has been a productive year for ODM. We organised several events and workshops on topics such as extremism, security, marginaliza-
tion of Romas and regional politics. 
Along with the traditional conferences. ODM managed to bring its ideas to the streets. We coorganized a protest against the right-wing par-
ties, which after the elections in March, despite their vows never to cooperate with the Social Democrats (a party with numerous cooruption 
scandals), formed a coalition with them, dissapointing many of their voters. On the 1st of May, members of  ODM marched through the 
capital dressed as a pioneers (the political youth of the communist regime) while highlighting crimes and absurdities of the regime. In july, 
ODM was also co-organizing protests against the interior minister, who proved to be making business deals with a obscure businessman, 
accused of financial and tax frauds. 
During last summer, ODM organised a traditional summer university.
In December, ODM held a congress that elected a new chairman Andrej Stancik, to lead ODM for the next 15 months. 
In 2017, the majority of the activities of the ODM will be held in the second half of the year. We are currently preparing our summer university, 
which is supposed to be bigger and longer than last year.

176 177



REPORTS BY MEMBER ORGANISATIONSFULL MEMBERS

 SAU Slovenia
Slovenian Academic Union

Academic year 2016-2017 was Slovenian Academic Union’s second year under the leadership of Janez Olovec and his team. The Bureau 
started its first year very promising with important strategic decisions and renovations of the political program and agenda. 
The newly elected Bureau had to focus on various major challenges. The Bureau members put all their efforts in resolving domestic challeng-
es student organizations are facing in Slovenia today. Lack of student involvement of the first and second year students in student politics and 
insufficient positioning within the Student organization of the University of Ljubljana were two of our biggest concerns. Though the number 
of seats in Student parliament has stayed the same, the program and agenda of the majority winners, discouraged the Slovenian Academic 
Union to negotiate seriously about entering the Student government.  
As a strong opposition party, we started off our work in the Student parliament within the student Ministry for university issues and within 
the projects devoted to better quality of higher education and social position of students. 
The general student election proved to be a good starting point for renovating the party and bringing in new fresh members. Certain focus is 
already put towards the next student elections at the end of the academic year 2017/2018. Our aim is always to strengthen our position in 
the Student Parliament and to offer opportunities for political participation to as many students as possible.

 USA Ukraine
Українська студентська спілка
Ukrainian Students’ Association

The latest activites of the USA have been focused on two main channels, which can be devided into ONLINE and OFFLINE projects:

1. Project «Skills Academy» www.skillsacademy.com.ua 
The project is a unique combination of online education and a professional carrier. An efficient system of work with young people and adults 
implemented in form of social network with a high inclusion level for the development of people’s skills in their areas of interest. The search 
system on the website of the “Skills Academy“ allows the employers to find and recruit people based upon different criteria.

2. Project «FORUM OF CIVIC EDUCATION» (in partnership with the Vishegrad Fund)
The mission of the Forum is to prepare Ukrainians for a real civil society life through online educational technology. In the framework of the 
Forum several online courses dedicated to the civic education were created and several interactive events were carried out which allowed 
us to unite participants on different burning issues in society: the fight against corruption, rights and the freedom of citizens, systematic 
cooperation of the state authorities and the civil society, development of housing cooperatives, conscious elections, European values, etc. 

3. ONLINE JUSTICE HOUSE (WWW.OBU.ORG.UA)  
The project allows everybody to order services such as issuing a copy of documents, registration og organization through an online platform 
for avoiding queues and corruption. In future it is planned to expand the project with the functions of the “means of social mobility” which 
would allow one to select potential employees and also of the education and enhancing the professional skills of the justice system workers. 

4. LINGVA SKILLS (WWW.LINGVA.UA)
A website for free English learning for state employees and education system workers, social categories of the society based upon a special 
methodology up to level B2.

5. Project «YOUTH UNITES UKRAINE» (with the support of Hans Seidel Foundation and in partnership with the All-Ukrainian Youth Civic 
Organization «Young Rukh»):
Harmonizing the relationships among young people from different regions of Ukraine, leadership, mutual understanding, tolerance to each 
other through forming different groups on the project and conducting educational events, trainings and camps aimed to develop leadership 
skills, with youth civil society as an essential part of the democratic developmetn of the society. 

6. Project «I AM A CIVIL SOCIETY ACTIVIST» (with the support of the Konrd Audenauer Foundation):
Forming a new generation of civil society activists as an active and systematic part of the civil society, creating a good image of a civil society 
activist in Ukraine and other EaP countires. 

7. Project «CONCSIOUS ELECTIONS»: 
To get the young peope familiar with the current peculiarities of the election process. To unterstand how to find the way among the political 
ideologies. To teach the participants how to work with the programs of candidates, to ask right questions at the meetings of the candidates 
with the electorate, to bring up understanding and responsibility of the young people in the election processes in Ukraine, to get as many 
young people as possible as observers and to participate in the elections. 

8. Project «TOGETHER WE STAND!» (with the support of the Foundation of the International Development of Christian Democracy)
The project is dedicated to unite the young people of Ukraine to overcome the modern challenges of the society and to study, share the 
knowledge, skills and experience of bringing together young people of Ukraine especially including internally displaced people around chris-
tian-democratic values to overcome factors and threats deviding the people of Ukraine.

 FMSF Sweden
Fria Moderata Studentförbundet

FMSF celebrated it’s 75 year anniversary this year, 2017. 
FMSF has, under the leadership of current chairman Hugo Selling, experienced a continuous positive incline in active members and activities 
the past year and increased outreach in media. The political year in Sweden was characterized by both a debate about migration and justice 
policies and also by a discussion amongst the centre right parties on how to handle their situation in opposition. FMSF has been a voice for 
an active, ideological, centre-right opposition being a strong alternative for government. 
FMSF has had several local campaigns, and successfully participated in local student elections. Several national conferences have been 
arranged, e.g. on state regulation and on housing policies, higher education, EU and brexit. Höstgimo, a traditional weekend conference on 
ideology and policy, was held. FMSF released reports on the labour unions, taxes and on the new economy – the latter during participation 
in the political week “Almedalen”.
Our annual visit to the European Parliament was on the invitation of MEP Christofer Fjellner. Besides meeting with MEPs, we visited lobby 
organisations and political advocacy groups. 
FMSF also went to London, UK, on an invitation from YCGE, to campaign in the 2017 general election in the UK.
Our international work, led by our international secretary Gustaf Reinfeldt, has been an integral part of our organisation and of promoting 
liberty and fundamental human rights in Europe and beyond. Particular focus has been on EDS and we have enjoyed several visits from 
international guests and further exchanges in our network. A working group on foreign policies has also been created.
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 YCGE United Kingdom
Young Conservative Group for Europe

The most notable event of the past year was the 2017 UK General Election on 8 June 2017, during which YCGE members campaigned for 
Conservative candidates throughout the country with a focus on those candidates who were supportive of a close and constructive relationship 
between the UK and the EU following Brexit. We were joined in these efforts by a delegation from fellow EDS member organisation Fria Moderata 
Studentförbundet – Sweden who came to London to campaign in the final week of the election. Although though the result of the election was 
disappointing for us, we remain committed to promoting the Conservative case for a close and constructive relationship between the UK and the 
EU, and will strive more than ever to support those elements of the Conservative Party who share this objective. 

The year also saw YCGE reaffirm its commitment to EDS, beginning at the 2016 Summer University in Valetta, Cyprus with the re-election of 
YCGE Chair Alexander O’Brien as Vice-Chair of EDS whilst YCGE Vice Chair Henrique Laitenberger was re-appointed Editor-in-Chief of BullsEye, the 
in-house magazine of EDS. Furthermore, YCGE submitted two motions at the Winter University in Malta in March 2017, the first on “Condemning 
Human Rights Abuses in Zimbabwe” and the second a call to “Support the Freedom of Assembly in Russia”. Both were successfully adopted 
by the Council.
Other international commitments saw Vice Chair Henrique Laitenberger attend the 2016 Annual Congress of fellow EDS member organisation 
Ring Christlich-Demokratischer Studenten – Germany in Berlin in October 2016. Meanwhile, in May 2017 Chair Alexander O’Brien joined Fria 
Moderata Studentförbundet – Sweden for their 2017 Annual Meeting in Nyköping. 

With Brexit negotiations now underway, the need for a pro-European voice within the UK Conservative Party is now more vital than ever. YCGE 
remains committed to this cause and will continue to fight for a close and constructive relationship between the UK and its EU. 

 NNGG Spain
Nuevas Generaciones

The first term of the political year was marked by the instability that ended in a success, since we kept our place in government. Then we 
vowed our activity to the party congresses and keeping a fair youth representation in every party board. Afterwards we had to hold our 
congress and a whole new board was elected. For the new boards activities the main driving forces are the upcoming Summer School, 
the ongoing campaign on global warming, a future campaign against separatism and varied activities at universities to keep enlarging the 
organisation.

 RMKDM Romania
Romániai Magyar Kereszténydemokrata Mozgalom Ifjúsági Szervezet
Hungarian Christian Democratic Movement from Romania Youth (HCDM)

For our organisation the year 2016 started with a music event. The event consisted of a retro music night with 100 participants. Everybody 
was thrilled with the outcome, so we decided that we will organise it again.
In the spring we organised some sport events like football tournaments, and bike rides to discover the cultural beauties of our regions such 
as castles and churches.
In July we organised the most important event of the year. We invited professor Nográdi György, an expert in security policy, from Corvinus 
University Budapest to share his views on migration, terrorism, Brexit and the USA elections. The 600 participants had many questions 
regarding these topics.
Regarding our external activities, we attended all of the EDS events. At the Summer University in Cyprus, our organisation was accepted as 
full members of EDS.
In November we attended the V4+ event in Kosice.
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 YRPA Armenia
Youth Organization of the Republican Party of Armenia

The previous year was very productive for the organisation. Starting from July 2016, YRPA continued its traditional projects throughout all the regions 
of the country, conducting seminars, conferences and trainings for regional youth aiming at improving the political knowledge and increasing their en-
gagement in country’s political life. One of the main achievements of the YRPA was the political summer school named after Andranik Margaryan- one 
of the founders of the party. Within a short period, the school has proven a great success and gained its recognition. The summer school served as a 
basis for the establishment of a political school of the party which had its first graduates this year. 
This year we implemented a new membership process to the party i.e. all the new affiliates take a special training on the program ideology, structure, 
statutes and the current activities of the party. This is the way to ensure that the new members are updated to the political life of the country and better 
prepared for party activities. The previous year was a sporty year for the organization, thus a couple of student championships of futsal, tennis, football, 
chess were organized by YRPA aa well as competitions, healthy bike tours and car races. As usual healthy lifestyle projects have been important for 
YRPA activities throughout 2016-2017 one of which is blood donation by the Young Republicans. The anti -smoking campaigns were also carried out.
One of the major events of the previous year was the Congress of the Youth of the Republican Party of Armenia. It welcomed roughly 300 delegates 
from across the country chosen through the application process. The Congress had 7 main directions. Each direction was conducted by one high 
government official and a moderator from the youth. All of these groups had thorough and fruitful discussions. The first phase of the Congress con-
sisted in YRPA talks hosted by around 15 successful figures from different spheres who shared their success stories with the young republicans. The 
Congress was attended by the President of Armenia and the Chairman of the Republican Party of Armenia, Serzh Sargsyan. The moderators presented 
the outcomes and summaries of each discussion to the president. The President asked a couple of questions on the position of the youth concerning 
important issues. The media prominently covered the event. 
One of YRPA’s main line of activities this year was international cooperation. Jointly with KAS, NIMD, and the Eduardo Frei Foundation, many training 
sessions, study visits, meetings, and political education programmes were held by Youth of the Party. The organisation was further actively involved 
in the events of its international partners, most prominently the Robert Schuman Institute, the Robert Schuman Foundation, EDS, YEPP, and DEMYC. 
The elections were the most important phase of the party’s working year. The YRPA was actively involved in assisting the mother party in campaigning 
activities, research, monitoring, and the party’s candidate lists. YRPA chairman Karen Avagyan was re-elected as a member of the National Assembly. 
The huge success of parliamentary elections was followed by City Council elections where two members of the organization - Lilit Beglaryan and Anna 
Mkrtchyan were elected as City Council members.

AFFILIATED MEMBERS

 LFYA Lebanon
Lebanese Forces Youth Association

The past year was very prosperous for the Lebanese forces Youth Association. It started with many election victories in the Lebanese uni-
versities followed by the annual Gala Christmas dinner which was attended by more than 4500 people. We welcomed 2017 with an internal 
dinner attended by 350 board members of the LFYA. For the 5th year in a row, LFYA organized the ”Youth Day” in the party Headquarters. 
This event gathered more than 5000 participants.
Without any allies, the Lebanese Forces Youth Association won 63% of the NDU students Elections. This victory was followed by another 
one in the Lebanese American University (LAU) where LFYA students won 7 seats out of 12. The victory scenario ended in Saint Joseph 
University where the LFYA won the elections in 4 campuses out of 5.
On the 23rd of December, the LFYA organized for the 3rd consecutive year : “Gala -Christmas
Reunion 3”. The event was attended by more than 4500 participants. The night started with Christmas songs performed by Pavo and the 
joy continued with the Lebanese comedian Tony Abou Jaoude who performed a standup show like no other. The cherry on top was the 
performance of Nancy Ajram and Assi El Halani, 2 class-A lebanese singers who pumped up the evening and made it a night to remember.
In February 2017, The LFYA organized an internal dinner. 350 board members attended it. The event started with the speech of the head of 
the LFYA Jade Demian followed by the speach of the head of the Lebanese Forces, D. Samir Geagea. Comrades who have worked for several 
years in the LFYA were also honored. The event ended with a performance held by the talented members in the organization.
On the 25th of June, and for the Second consecutive year, The LFYA will organize its General Assembly in the Party HQ, where they will 
prepare next year’s agenda and vote on the main projects that should be executed.

 BSN Belarus
Belarussian Student Network
Беларуская Студэнцкая Сетка

1. Three Republican professional orientation conferences held in regional cities. Total number of participants 700 people.
2. Republican essay competition. Topic “How could Belarussian educational system be improved”. 200 participants. 20 winners brought to 
Lithuania for study trip, meeting with educational authorities and local student organisations. 
3. Close collaboration with Belarussian Academy of Science established. Many events run for young scientists.
4. Summer and winter Universities run for active participants of Student Network.
5. New permanent student club launched named SciFun. SciFun is a scientific lecture-hall with lectures on English language, where every 
student can listen to or to make their own 15 minute presentation on scientific topic. Lectures are on different topics from different fields of 
science. Besides that we discuss scientific issues, play scientific-related games, drink tea and have fun. 15-50 students meet each Saturday.
6. New permanent student club launched for Belarussian language popularization and preservation.  15-50 students meet each Saturday.
7. New permanent student club launched named “Green Education” for nature preservation and popularization of ecological mindset among 
students.  15-20 students run regular campaigns to reduce paper waste in Belarussian Higher Education system.
8. Old permanently working student clubs run successfully, such as “Student English Club” and “Guides Club” that collect the best young 
people of Belarus and inspire them to work for the better of our country.

REPORTS BY MEMBER ORGANISATIONSOBSERVER MEMBERS

 CDS Belgium
Christen Democratische Studenten/Christian Democrat Students

After a few years passing where all activity was being focused in the various university towns where CDS is represented, the past year we 
witnessed a rebirth of interest in the national level of our organization. Numerous meetings with members belonging to the various depart-
ments were organized throughout the year and a global strategy was decided on to put CDS back on track. As a part of this strategy we 
re-enrolled in EDS, in the hope to be a reliable member of the organization once more and to achieve a full membership as soon as possible. 
In the Flemish university towns our local departments organized many debates, workshops and lectures, whereby various national and 
regional ministers, business leaders and professors (of various domains) were invited to speak on a very broad range of topics, including: the 
ideological basis of Christian democracy, the ethical debate on abortion, the elections in the USA, the future of the Belgian state, and the 
changing climate and how to cope with it. Furthermore we sought to improve contact with the student population and to convince more 
talented young people to join our organization.
Our annual national congress in the Flemish Parliament focused on three themes, each selected and thoroughly prepared by one of the local 
departments of CDS: ecology, administrative fusions and the future of legislation regarding prostitution. After a vivid debate we reached 
consensus on the first two themes and decided to publish our stance on the aforementioned two topics. In May we had the occasion to 
celebrate our 35th year of existence in the prestigious new Harbor Complex in Antwerp in the presence of many former members of our 
organization.
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 MDBG Bulgaria Bulgaria 
Bulgaria of the Citizens Youth Movement
Младежко Движение България на Гражданите

We held a political academy in November 2016.
Bulgaria of the Citizens Youth Movement academies consist of:
* Panel discussions with some of the most prominent Bulgarian politicians and public figures – sociologists, journalists, economists;
* Workshops where the participants are given tasks such as simulated debates, preparation of a

 Fidelitas Hungary
Fidelitas

Last year was a very prosperous and special year for us: we celebrated our 20th birthday! Since last summer, we have established 20 new 
local groups and we have had hundreds of new members joining our organization. We have organized approximately 200 events, which 
involved round table discussions, fundraising events and regional and national conferences - such as our annual sports conference or the 
summer university.

Our delegates have participated at several international events with EDS, YEPP and DEMYC. This May our candidate, Ágnes Magyar was 
elected as vice-president of YEPP. In November we organized the Visegrád 4+ International Youth Conference for the third time, it was 
organised in Kosice, Slovakia. 

We regularly go to festivals to meet young people and try to get them involved in politics. Since it is still forbidden for political youth organi-
zations to recruit new members at universities, this provides a good platform for us. 

We at Fidelitas always have thought that it’s extremely important that young people know our history, therefore we have been organizing 
history competitions for high school students. Last year the topic was the Revolution of 1956 against Soviet occupation, given it had its 60th 
anniversary last year.

 YDC Russia
Youth Democratic Choice

In the working year 2016/2017, Youth Democratic Choice has so far made the largest progress in its  history. During this year, we expanded 
our membership by 50%. Almost all the new members were high-schoolers - a fact we consider a huge success given that all other political 
youth movements in the country consist primarily of university students or older activists. The increase in membership and enthusiasm 
allowed us to open organized branches in 18 Russian regions. 

In May 2017, we had our annual leadership election, which saw Robert Wright, a new member, elected Federal Chairman. Dmitry Mukhin 
became Secretary General. Alexander Genkin was re-elected Deputy Chairman and retained the International Secretary position.
In line with the YDC’s commitment to cooperate with all democratically-minded organizations of the right and center-left, we expanded 
cooperation with other democratic youth movements, and expressed support for Alexei Navalny’s 2018 presidential campaign.
Members of the Youth Democratic Choice participated in the mass pro-democracy protests on 26th of march and June 12th 2017, which 
sent shockwaves throughout the country because of the large numbers of young people participating in them. We also participated in the 
14th and 28th of may rallies agains unpopular city renovation plans in Moscow.
The new leadership initiated a campaign to promote YDC among young people, which included using memes and buying ads in right-of-cen-
ter political communities in social networks, giving out flyers at opposition rallies and promoting our brand with YDC merchandise.

 YS Ukraine 
 Youth of Solidarnist

During 2016/2017 the organization Youth of Solidarnist continued development of its structures and attracting new members. Events and 
campaigns that we arranged served several strategic goals: popularization of politics among youth, spreading political education, realization 
of campaigns to advance youth interests. 

Primarily, for members and young activists of our organization we provide educational platforms like “Discussion Club” (meetings with famous 
politicians and activists with youth in Kyiv), “English Club” (learning English with activists in Lutsk, Zaporizhia), “School of European Politician” 
(Dnipro), “School for assistants of local council members” (Ternopil, Lutsk, Rivne, Odesa, Sumy), “School of political stuffer” (Kyiv).
In 2016/2017 the organization cooperated actively with KAS, that supported our three major conferences. Two conferences of the national 
level were arranged in April and November. Additionally, in December, we were honored to host the EDS Council Meeting “Europe’s chal-
lenges ahead: Our answers to security threats” in Kyiv. 

Several events for celebration of the visa-free regime with Europe and promoting campaign #UkraineIsEurope were organized by our youth 
organization all around Ukraine in the beginning of 2017

An important part of our activities during 2016/2017 were events organized in celebration of Youth Day, Day of Independence, Student’s Day, 
Christmas and New Year, etc., that attracted new members to our organization.

Events aimed to attract youth to our activities were called “Shevchenko hipster” (modern lectures on famous Ukrainian writer) and “Songs 
open air” were highly popular among youth. For promoting healthy lifestyle we organized sport activities like workout championship in Kyiv or 
football championships around the country. No less important for us was charity activities like charity auctions and collection of humanitarian 
supplies.

Thanks to our international partners over 20 members of our organization attended youth conferences and trainings of IRI, RSI, EDS and YEPP 
in: Germany, Finland, Lithuania, Poland, Austria, Georgia, Hungary, Malta, Italy, Cyprus, Croatia.

Summarizing all this, during 2016/2017 we successfully organized more than 20 projects and over 100 events all around Ukraine.
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 MK Czech Republic
Mladí konzervativci, z.s. (Mladi konzervativci Czech Republic)

This past year we organised many events on different topics with focus on Czech Republic, European Union, Visegrad Group and many other 
topics covering the most important issues we have in Europe. Throughout the year we closely cooperated with our only MEP in EPP and 
former member of the MK Mr. Jiri Pospisil and other MPs or MEPs from the ODS party.  
There were regional elections held in October 2016. MK took part in campaigning and strongly supported ODS party. Mk is also focused on 
this years election campaign. There are elections to the Chamber of Deputies in November 2017.
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Warsaw Zagreb Lesbos
Council WGs Council WGs Council WGs Council WGs Council WGs Overall

YRPA	Armenia Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Absent Absent Absent YRPA	Armenia
AG	Austria Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Absent Absent AG	Austria
BSN	Belarus Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Present Present 80% Absent Absent Absent BSN	Belarus
CDS	Belgium Present Present Present Present 100% Present Absent Absent CDS	Belgium
EDH	Belgium Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Absent 80% Present Present Absent EDH	Belgium
FISS	Bulgaria Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 40% Absent Absent Absent FISS	Bulgaria
MDBG	Bulgaria Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present MDBG	Bulgaria
MGERB	Bulgaria Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Absent Absent MGERB	Bulgaria
SO	HSS	Croatia Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent 50% Absent Present Absent SO	HSS	Croatia
FPK	Protoporia	Cyprus Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Absent 80% Present Absent Present FPK	Protoporia	Cyprus
MK	Czech	Republic Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present Absent Absent 40% Present Absent Absent MK	Czech	Republic
KS	Denmark Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present KS	Denmark
IRLY	Estonia Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0% Absent Absent Absent IRLY	Estonia
TK	Finland Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Absent TK	Finland
UNI-MET	France Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0% Absent Absent Absent UNI-MET	France
YFU	of	VMRO-DPMNE Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Present Absent Absent Absent 50% Absent Absent Absent YFU	of	VMRO-DPMNE
UYNM	Georgia Absent Absent Present Absent Absent Absent Present Present Absent Absent 30% Absent Absent Absent UYNM	Georgia
YSO	Graali Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present Present Present Absent Absent 40% Absent Absent Absent YSO	Graali
RCDS	Germany Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present RCDS	Germany
DAP-NDFK	Greece Present Absent Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 90% Present Present Present DAP-NDFK	Greece
Fidelitas	Hungary Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present Fidelitas	Hungary
SC	Italy Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present SC	Italy
NCD	Italy Present Absent Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present 80% Present Absent Absent NCD	Italy
FR-LDK	Kosovo Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present 20% Absent Absent Absent FR-LDK	Kosovo
LFYA	Lebanon Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Absent Absent Absent LFYA	Lebanon
JKL	Lithuania Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0% Present Absent Absent JKL	Lithuania
SDM	Malta Present Absent Present Absent Absent Absent Present Present Present Present 60% Present Absent Absent SDM	Malta
TLDM	Moldova Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent 90% Absent Absent Absent TLDM	Moldova
TPPEM	Moldova Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 20% Absent Absent Absent TPPEM	Moldova
HS	Norway Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present 90% Absent Absent Absent HS	Norway
SMD	Poland Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present SMD	Poland
RMKDM	Romania Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Absent RMKDM	Romania
CSL	Romania Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0% Absent Absent Absent CSL	Romania
YDC	Russia Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Absent Present 70% Absent Absent Absent YDC	Russia
ODM	Slovakia Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Absent Absent ODM	Slovakia
SAU	Slovenia Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent Absent Absent 40% Absent Absent Absent SAU	Slovenia
NN.GG	Spain Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present Present Present 90% Absent Present Absent NN.GG	Spain
FMSF	Sweden Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Absent FMSF	Sweden
USA	Ukraine Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Absent 80% Present Absent Absent USA	Ukraine
YS	Ukraine Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent Absent 80% Present Absent Absent YS	Ukraine
YCEG	United	Kingdom Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent 90% Present Absent Absent YCEG	United	Kingdom
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Mission	Summer	University Council	Meeting Council	Meeting Winter	University Council	Meeting

Centre-Right	
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Larnaca Venice Kyiv St	Julian's Oslo
Policy	Days
Warsaw Zagreb Lesbos
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CDS	Belgium Present Present Present Present 100% Present Absent Absent CDS	Belgium
EDH	Belgium Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Absent 80% Present Present Absent EDH	Belgium
FISS	Bulgaria Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 40% Absent Absent Absent FISS	Bulgaria
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SO	HSS	Croatia Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent 50% Absent Present Absent SO	HSS	Croatia
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MK	Czech	Republic Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present Absent Absent 40% Present Absent Absent MK	Czech	Republic
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UNI-MET	France Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0% Absent Absent Absent UNI-MET	France
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Fidelitas	Hungary Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present Fidelitas	Hungary
SC	Italy Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present SC	Italy
NCD	Italy Present Absent Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present 80% Present Absent Absent NCD	Italy
FR-LDK	Kosovo Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present 20% Absent Absent Absent FR-LDK	Kosovo
LFYA	Lebanon Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Absent Absent Absent LFYA	Lebanon
JKL	Lithuania Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0% Present Absent Absent JKL	Lithuania
SDM	Malta Present Absent Present Absent Absent Absent Present Present Present Present 60% Present Absent Absent SDM	Malta
TLDM	Moldova Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent 90% Absent Absent Absent TLDM	Moldova
TPPEM	Moldova Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 20% Absent Absent Absent TPPEM	Moldova
HS	Norway Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present 90% Absent Absent Absent HS	Norway
SMD	Poland Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present SMD	Poland
RMKDM	Romania Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Absent RMKDM	Romania
CSL	Romania Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0% Absent Absent Absent CSL	Romania
YDC	Russia Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Absent Present 70% Absent Absent Absent YDC	Russia
ODM	Slovakia Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Absent Absent ODM	Slovakia
SAU	Slovenia Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent Absent Absent 40% Absent Absent Absent SAU	Slovenia
NN.GG	Spain Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present Present Present 90% Absent Present Absent NN.GG	Spain
FMSF	Sweden Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Absent FMSF	Sweden
USA	Ukraine Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Absent 80% Present Absent Absent USA	Ukraine
YS	Ukraine Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent Absent 80% Present Absent Absent YS	Ukraine
YCEG	United	Kingdom Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent 90% Present Absent Absent YCEG	United	Kingdom
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YRPA	Armenia Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Absent Absent Absent YRPA	Armenia
AG	Austria Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Absent Absent AG	Austria
BSN	Belarus Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Present Present 80% Absent Absent Absent BSN	Belarus
CDS	Belgium Present Present Present Present 100% Present Absent Absent CDS	Belgium
EDH	Belgium Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Absent 80% Present Present Absent EDH	Belgium
FISS	Bulgaria Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 40% Absent Absent Absent FISS	Bulgaria
MDBG	Bulgaria Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present MDBG	Bulgaria
MGERB	Bulgaria Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Absent Absent MGERB	Bulgaria
SO	HSS	Croatia Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent 50% Absent Present Absent SO	HSS	Croatia
FPK	Protoporia	Cyprus Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Absent 80% Present Absent Present FPK	Protoporia	Cyprus
MK	Czech	Republic Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present Absent Absent 40% Present Absent Absent MK	Czech	Republic
KS	Denmark Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present KS	Denmark
IRLY	Estonia Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0% Absent Absent Absent IRLY	Estonia
TK	Finland Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Absent TK	Finland
UNI-MET	France Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0% Absent Absent Absent UNI-MET	France
YFU	of	VMRO-DPMNE Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Present Absent Absent Absent 50% Absent Absent Absent YFU	of	VMRO-DPMNE
UYNM	Georgia Absent Absent Present Absent Absent Absent Present Present Absent Absent 30% Absent Absent Absent UYNM	Georgia
YSO	Graali Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present Present Present Absent Absent 40% Absent Absent Absent YSO	Graali
RCDS	Germany Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present RCDS	Germany
DAP-NDFK	Greece Present Absent Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 90% Present Present Present DAP-NDFK	Greece
Fidelitas	Hungary Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present Fidelitas	Hungary
SC	Italy Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present SC	Italy
NCD	Italy Present Absent Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present 80% Present Absent Absent NCD	Italy
FR-LDK	Kosovo Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Present Present 20% Absent Absent Absent FR-LDK	Kosovo
LFYA	Lebanon Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Absent Absent Absent LFYA	Lebanon
JKL	Lithuania Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0% Present Absent Absent JKL	Lithuania
SDM	Malta Present Absent Present Absent Absent Absent Present Present Present Present 60% Present Absent Absent SDM	Malta
TLDM	Moldova Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent 90% Absent Absent Absent TLDM	Moldova
TPPEM	Moldova Present Present Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 20% Absent Absent Absent TPPEM	Moldova
HS	Norway Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present 90% Absent Absent Absent HS	Norway
SMD	Poland Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Present SMD	Poland
RMKDM	Romania Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Absent RMKDM	Romania
CSL	Romania Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent Absent 0% Absent Absent Absent CSL	Romania
YDC	Russia Present Present Present Present Absent Absent Present Present Absent Present 70% Absent Absent Absent YDC	Russia
ODM	Slovakia Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Absent Absent ODM	Slovakia
SAU	Slovenia Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent Present Absent Absent Absent 40% Absent Absent Absent SAU	Slovenia
NN.GG	Spain Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present Present Present 90% Absent Present Absent NN.GG	Spain
FMSF	Sweden Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present 100% Present Present Absent FMSF	Sweden
USA	Ukraine Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Absent 80% Present Absent Absent USA	Ukraine
YS	Ukraine Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent Absent 80% Present Absent Absent YS	Ukraine
YCEG	United	Kingdom Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent 90% Present Absent Absent YCEG	United	Kingdom
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BUREAU PRESENCE

Executive	Members Non-Executive	Members
Physical	Meetings Chatzigeorgiou Rossetto Kaniecki Rohr O'Brien Skoda Atanasov Juriks Katsouri Burazin Pavlova

Larnaca,	August Present Skype Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present

Brussels,	September Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present

Venice,	September Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Absent Present Present

Kyiv,	December Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present

Vienna,	January Present Skype Skype Skype Present Present Present Absent Absent Present Present

Warsaw,	February Present Present Present Skype Present Skype Skype Absent Skype Present Present

St	Julian's,	March Present Present Present Present Present Absent Present Present Present Present Present

Oslo,	May Present Present Absent Present Present Present Absent Present Skype Present Present

SUM: 100% 100% 88% 100% 88% 88% 75% 63% 80% 100% 100%

Skype	Meetings

October Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent

June Present Absent Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Absent

SUM: 100% 50% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 0%

TOTAL: 100% 90% 90% 100% 90% 90% 80% 70% 86% 100% 80%
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www.facebook.com/edsnet.eu@edsnet

www.edsnet.eu

European Democrat Students (EDS) is a pan-European centre-right student and youth political association, and the 
offi  cial student organisation of the European People’s Party, the political family that has shaped Europe since decades.  
Presently, EDS unites 41 member organisations from across Europe and its neighbourhood.
 
EDS is a fi rm advocate for entrepreneurship, e-learning, student mobility, and raises its voice on any issues aff ecting 
Higher Education. Moreover, during its Council Meetings, EDS develops policies on Human Rights and European aff airs 
which are subsequently promoted with the EPP and other policy-making stakeholders. EDS is committed to building 
strong and mutually benefi cial relations with the Eastern Partnership countries.
 
EDS is a full member of the European Youth Forum and the Robert Schuman Institute and enjoys a participatory status 
on the Council of Europe dating back to the early days of the organisation. EDS has a central offi  ce in Brussels and the 
leadership of the association is provided by the Executive Bureau, consisting of the Chair, the Secretary-General and 
eight Vice-Chairs.
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European Democrat Students is full member of the European Youth Forum(EYF), which consists of 99 National Youth 
Councils and Non-Governmental Organisations. Also political youth organisations, respectively; Youth of the Euro-
peans People´s Party (YEPP), Democrat Youth Community of Europe (DEMYC), EDS, Liberals European Movement 
of Youth Cooperation (LEMYC), the Greens, ISYO, European Cooperation of Socialist Youth (ECOSY) and the Young 
Federalists (JEF) are member of the EYF. EDS has been actively involved in all activities throughout the working year, 
and has had a great cooperation with the center-right organizations DEMYC and YEPP. This work led to the election 
of former Greek EDS delegate Vasia Alexandri into the board of EYF, ensuring that center-right opinions are well heard.
EDS has enhanced the relationship with YEPP, and has attended YEPP council meetings and has invited YEPP guests 
to our council meetings. In the EPP working group 1, that is working on the EPP electoral manifesto, EDS has worked 
with them to ensure the youth and student voice are well represented. We also expressed our ideas and visions for 
the future of Europe in a Youth Manifesto which EDS and YEPP organizations jointly presented ahead of the European 
elections. The European Elections were an important opportunity for EDS to form the future development of Europe by 
actively participating in writing of EPP electoral program. 
As a member of the Robert Schuman Institute EDS took part in many RSI events and activities during the whole year. 
EDS was present at the Annual Meeting of RSI and was invited at several occasions to give expert lectures at RSI 
Study Missions.
EDS is proud of its participatory status at the Council of Europe (CoE), dating back to the early days of our organi-
sation. Members of the executive bureau were actively involved in CoE events and EDS also nominated a Vice-Chair 
candidate for Education and Culture Committee of CoE’s INGO Conference. 
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European Democrat Students (EDS) is a pan-European centre-right 
student and youth political association representing over 1 600 000 
students in 42 member organisations from 35 countries in Europe. 
It advocates a free, democratic and united Europe through greater 
student mobility and comprehensive education policies across the 
continent.

Founded in 1961, EDS is one of the oldest and biggest youth or-
ganisations in Europe. The three pillars of EDS originally stood for 
Conservatism, Liberalism and Christian-Democracy. Today, EDS has 
grown into a large family which has an outlook that is varied, rich and 
unique, represented by the name ‘Democrat’: Here, student organ-
isations, political youth organisations as well as center-right NGOs 
come together to shape modern centre-right policies for Europe.
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