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Dear friends in EDS, 
It is a pleasure for me to once again write 
a foreword to your Annual Report. This 
is particularly true this year as you mark 
the 60th anniversary of European Demo-
crat Students and the 30th anniversary of 
your publication BullsEye Magazine. As 
Secretary General of the EPP, I appre-
ciate your contribution and continuous 
commitment to strengthening our cen-
tre-right unity and family. When I think 
of you, the young generation, the future 
leaders, and the extraordinary work you 
are doing I feel that the future of our po-
litical family, our values and our unity is 
in safe hands.

I see the enthusiasm, energy and matu-
rity in continuing the legacy of your pre-
decessors. 

This past year has not been easy. We have 
all faced enormous challenges prompted 
by the pandemic. However, the EDS de-
monstrated that in such a difficult time 
we can trust you.  Our political family 
has remained strong, responsible and 
united. You are a valuable member. You 
have led by example.

It would be optimistic to say that we will 
come out of this crisis stronger both as 
Europe and as the centre-right but we 
must always see opportunities brought 
by challenges. The EU has been forged 
in crisis. It is important now that we ga-
ther strength, seek common ground and 
maintain the unity of our family. If we 
stand together, we will overcome all di-
fficulties. 

The EPP is a  responsible and sensible 
political force. We are the party of the 
solutions. 

I would like to thank the Chairman Carlo 
Angrisano and Secretary-General Beppe 
Galea for giving 2 years of hard work, 
continuous activity and strong growth of 
the organisation. 

Once again, my sincere congratulations 
and best wishes to you all! I look forward 
to an even deeper cooperation within the 
EPP and I hope that we will soon be able 
to meet in person. Take care!

Atonio López-Istúriz
Secretary General of the European 
People’s Party
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Dear friends in EDS, 
When I wrote the foreword to last year’s 
Annual Report, we were still in the middle 
of the pandemic.

Today, we can finally have hope. As 
more and more people get vaccinated, 
our lives are slowly getting back to some 
form of normal: we are going back to our 
offices, planning our holidays and, most 
importantly, seeing each other face-to-face 
again.

But the normality we are discovering 
will not be the one we were used to: not 
only because we will have to remain very 
careful and learn to live with the virus for 
a long time to come, but also because this 
pandemic has shaken our entire world 
to its very foundations. Pretending to be 
going back to “business as usual” would be 
an illusion.

It is said that the European Union always 
moves forward more decisively when 
confronted with a crisis. Because it is 
in times of crises that we really see how 
much we need each other. This has never 
been more true than it is today. No crisis 
has ever affected us as a community more 
than the COVID-19 pandemic: it has been 
detrimental not only to our wallets but 
especially to our health, our lives, and to 
the very ways we interact and live together. 
Who would have thought that such simple 
and mundane daily gestures like going 
to the movies or hugging a friend would 
become our most cherished desires?

We must not waste this opportunity. As 
we move out of the current crisis – and 
let us do it in a cautious way – we must 
also prepare for the future, adapt to a fast-
changing world, and increase our resilience 
to future challenges.

As always, the way forward is through 
unity.

Unity among countries, because never 
before have we been so acutely aware of 
how intertwined our destinies are.

Unity among generations, because each 
and every one of us, the young and the 
elderly, have been affected by this crisis, in 
one way or another.

And above all, unity among us, within this 
great political family that, brick by brick, 
has built this amazing haven of peace, 
freedom, and prosperity that we call our 
Union.

The EPP family is experiencing serious 
challenges in several countries, including 
my own. We no longer compete only with 
our traditional opponents, but with many 
other adversaries, both inside and outside 
the EU, some of which do not share even 
our most basic beliefs in democracy, the 
rule of law and individual freedoms!

If we are not united, how can we protect 
our Union from authoritarian regimes 
like Russia, China or Belarus, which not 
only repress their own people, but foment 
divisions among us, undermine our future 
and challenge our European way of life? 
How otherwise if not by being united 
can we counter fake news and distorted 
narratives spread by all kind of populist, 
nationalist, and anti-European forces in 
our own countries?

This will be the primary purpose of this 
year’s EPP Congress: to strengthen and 
consolidate the centre-right throughout 
Europe – starting from the values which 
unite and define us – so that we can 
continue to be the main engine of European 
integration and preserve Europe’s role in 
the world.

The pandemic has only confirmed that 
our way of doing politics – based on 

morals, competence, consistency, credible 
proposals, and resolute actions – is the most 
effective one in protecting our citizens and 
delivering on their expectations.

EDS, as all our other member associations, 
has made a valuable contribution to the 
drafting of our Congress document. But if 
our commitments only remain on paper, 
we will achieve nothing. Principles such 
as subsidiarity, solidarity or social market 
economy cannot become just academic 
notions we repeat without fully believing in 
them. We must give them substance, turn 
them into concrete actions.
 
This is the crucial work that awaits us and, 
as always, the EPP also counts on your help 
to succeed.

Donald Tusk
President of the European People’s
Party
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Carlo Giacomo 
Angrisano Girauta
Chairman
Carlo Giacomo graduated in Law at ESADE Law School in 
2019. Since 2017 he is the Vice Secretary General responsible 
for International Relations of NNGG Spain. He entered this 
organization in 2012 when he was appointed Chairman of the 
NNGG Pupils in Catalonia. In 2016 he was the youngest MP 
candidate in Barcelona’s constituency. In that campaign, he also 
assumed a position in the campaigning team of the Interior 
Minister. He started his activity in EDS in 2016, during the 
Summer University of Larnaca. That same year he was elected 
Vice-Chairman of EDS during the Varna Summer University 
and was re-elected for a second term in 2018 at the Genoa 
Summer University. As EDS Vice Chairman he was responsible 
for Latin American relations which he enhanced creating the 
Caja Política initiative, he was also responsible for the Sino-
European relations and established the first Study Mission to 
China.

As EDS Chairman he has lead the organization during the 
covid-19 global pandemic and pushed through the EPP 
institutions the policy papers elaborated by the working 
groups. During his first term as chairman the organization 
enlarged with the entrance of new member organizations.

7
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Beppe Galea
Secretary General

Beppe Galea has a degree in European Studies and is an MSc 
graduate in Strategic Management and Digital Marketing. 
Beppe currently works in the office of MEP DavId Casa and he 
has previously served as the Digital Communications Manager 
of his party (Partit Nazzjonalista) and also as the Deputy News 
Manager of Newsbook.

During the past years, he has been active in various youth 
organisations. He was the Deputy Secretary General of the 
National Youth Council of Malta (KNZ) where he was elected on 
behalf of the National Scout Youth Council representing Scouts 
from Malta and Gozo. 

He has also been active in Studenti Demokristjani Maltin 
(SDM) since 2012 and has served as International Officer of the 
organisation for two years between 2015-2017. In 2017 he was 
also elected as Vice-Chair of EDS where his main responsibilities 
were social media and communications.

Between 2015 and 2018 he worked as an assistant for two Maltese 
MEPs both in Brussels and in Malta. 

Beppe was also involved in the organisation of Malta’s Presidency 
of the Council of the European Union as Liaison Officer.

8
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Ivan Botoucharov
Vice-Chairman
Ivan Botoucharov is an Executive in Digital Economy, Marketing 
and Public Relations. He is a graduate from universities in the 
UK (UEA and LMU) and the USA (UCLA), and holds a full 
Chartered status from the Institute of Marketing, granted by 
authority of The Queen’s Privy Council.

Ivan is the Chair of YCGE UK and also serves on the Executive 
Board of YCGE’s parent organisation, which enjoys the support 
of 70 Conservative Members of Parliament and the House of 
Lords.

During the course of his EDS career Ivan has been the head of 
the UK delegation at Council Meetings; Co-Chair of the Policies 
for Europe Working Group; Bullseye Contributor; as well as 
Vice-Chair. He has received the unique honour of being 1st 
Vice-Chair twice, achieving an unprecedented number of votes.

Ivan is President of the Nordic Conservative Student Union 
(NKSU), which unites 9 centre-right student and youth 
organisations in Northern Europe and holds regular events and 
international conferences.

He also created The Churchill Group, an umbrella network 
for centre-right organisations in the UK, which facilitated 
unprecedented cooperation between over a dozen organisations 
and hosted the UK’s largest centre-right youth events and 
conferences.

Ivan has previously co-founded and managed OneEurope, 
which became Europe’s largest citizens media under his tenure 
with over 200 active volunteers across Europe.
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Thomas Belligh
Vice-Chairman

Thomas Belligh was born in Oostende, Belgium and currently 
lives in Ghent, Belgium. He obtained a Bachelor’s and a 
Master’s degree in Linguistics and Literature, as well as a 
Bachelor of Law at Ghent University. Currently he is pursuing 
a PhD in General Linguistics and an additional Bachelor’s 
degree in Theoretical and Experimental Psychology, also at 
Ghent University. In addition to his academic interest in the 
human mind, language and cognition, he has a vivid interest 
in politics. For the past four years Thomas has been actively 
involved with the Christian Democrat Students of Belgium, 
serving two years as a local board member (one year as local 
vice-president, one year as local president) and two year as 
Chairman of the organization. In his capacity as Chairman of 
CDS Belgium Thomas has been actively attending EDS Council 
Meetings since summer 2017. During the Summer University 
of 2019 in Bucharest he was elected as Vice-Chairman of the 
EDS board. As a Vice-Chair Thomas is responsible for the 
drafting of the conference resolutions, the overseeing of the 
EDS working groups and for bringing the EDS resolutions and 
motions to the EPP.
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Valentina Podestà
Vice-Chairwoman
Valentina is a graduating M.Sc. in Environmental and 
Development Economics, with a major in Global Economic 
Governance. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Political Sciences 
and International Relations, with a dissertation in History of 
International Relations, the denuclearization of Ukraine. She 
did an internship at the Centre of Socio-Economic Studies 
in Rome, during which she carried out OSINT activities for 
the areas of Russia and Ukraine and wrote for the European 
Affairs magazine. She is currently working in the ICT sector in 
Italy, specifically dealing with Big Data and IoT technologies. 
Valentina has been active in student and youth politics since 
2012 and was elected Deputy International Secretary of 
GDS Italy in 2018. She has been strongly committed in EDS, 
raising the awareness on gender and equality issues. During 
2018/2019 working year, she wrote and presented the motion 
“Europe fighting violence against women”, approved during 
the 2018 Summer University Council Meeting in Genova. 
She also actively collaborated with “BullsEye”, the official EDS 
magazine, resulting in the publication of an article about sexual 
harassment in politics and a co-written reportage on Revenge 
Porn. Valentina has been elected as Vice-Chairwoman during 
Bucharest Summer University, and now within the bureau is 
responsible for communication and campaigns.
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Karlo Kolesar
Vice-Chairman

Karlo Kolesar was the President of the Student Council of 
University Colleges and Universities of Applied Sciences and 
President of the Association of Students of VERN’. In the Croatian 
Academic Union he is the acting Deputy President. He has a 
master specialist degree of Sustainable Tourism Management 
and is currently a lecturer at Edward Bernays University College. 
Karlo has been active in a number of students’ representative 
and co-ordination bodies, especially regarding implementing 
projects aimed at linking and aligning the labour market and 
higher education. He has gained entrepreneurial experience 
by organising and leading numerous international projects in 
tourism. Through his participation in professional conferences 
in Austria, Germany, Belgium, Romania and Slovenia closely 
related to education Karlo has been directly involved in creating 
educational policies. One of the aims of this involvement is to 
create partnerships between relevant domestic and foreign 
institutions competent for the development of higher education 
in order to enhance the representation of students’ interests. 
EURASHE has elected him into the Committee for strategic 
advice as the only student representative from Europe. He has 
also been active within the Youth of Hrvatska Demokratska 
Zajednica (HDZ) which is the strongest centre-right oriented 
party in Croatia, and also a member of the EPP group. As an 
active member in the International Board of the HDZ Youth, 
he will continue to contribute to the development and growth 
of the EDS Family. Since the last year he has been a Co-chair of 
the permanent working group “Higher Education and Research” 
where he promoted the importance of creating higher education 
policies in Europe.
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Iacovos Iacovou
Vice-Chairman
Iacovos Iacovou is a qualified Lawyer in Cyprus and he has 
obtained an LLM in Shipping Law from Cardiff University 
as well as an LLM in Energy and Natural Resources from the 
Queen Mary University of London. 

During his studies in the UK he was elected as a President of 
the Cypriots’ Society of his University and as spokesman of 
FPK Protoporia United Kingdom. 

Iacovos has been attending EDS for several years and he has 
served for two terms as a Co-Chair of the Policies for Europe 
permanent Working Group. 

He has submitted dozens of motions and background papers 
and led the Cypriot delegation at the EDS Council as Head of 
the FPK Protoporia. 

Iacovos is currently serving as an EDS Vice-Chairman and he 
is the Parliamentary Assistant of the Parliamentary Leader of 
the Democratic Rally of Cyprus. 

He also serves as a Legal Advisor to the Chair of the Legal 
Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives in Cyprus

13
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Vasileios S. Kesidis
Vice-Chairman

Vasileios S. Kesidis (23) was born on October 22, 1997 and grew 
up in Ancona, Italy.  
Holds a degree in Maritime Management & Finance and gained 
work experience by a worldwide shipping company. Currently is 
BSc student of Italian Language & Literature at the National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens and exchange Erasmus+ BSc 
student at the Université Libre de Bruxelles, on Linguistics, Roman 
& Modern Languages, as well as, Assistant to the Professor of the 
same Faculty, and has also completed a BSc Erasmus+ programme 
on Language, Literature, Linguistics, History & Philosophy 
at the Università degli Studi di Padova. Addingly is Associate 
Researcher of the Hellenic Optical Character Recognition Team, a 
scientific crowdsourcing initiative for the processing and analysis 
of parliamentary data and is currently working at the European 
Parliament.  
Active in politics since 2015 as member of the Social Media 
Team of the nowadays Hellenic Prime Minister & President of 
“Nea Demokratia” mr. Kyriakos Mitsotakis. Kesidis has political 
experience in Universitarian, Municipal and Prefectural level. 
Nationally is Member at the Executive Office and elected Member 
at the Central Committee of the Youth Organisation of “Nea 
Demokratia”, ONNED. Moreover, holds key responsibilities in 
the sector of the International Relations as currently serves as the 
Dep. International Secretary of ONNED. In European Democrat 
Students served as Co-Chair for the Working Group of European 
Elections 2019 during the Working Year 2018-19, having 
introduced the role of the ‘European Elections Ambassadors’ 
and representing DAP-NDFK, the Student Organisation of “Nea 
Demokratia”, as the Head of Delegation. Has now been re-elected 
as Vice Chairman of the Official Student Organisation (EDS) 
of the European People’s Party in charge of EDS-USA relations, 
membership applications & communications / social media and 
is also contributing to “BullsEye”, the only political centre-right 
magazine in Europe. 
Speaks native Italian & Greek, full professional proficiency English 
and limited working proficiency French. 
From the age of 5 interested in football and today athlete of JUDO 
(Japanese Martial Art). Activities during spare time are poetry, 
reading of literary, historical and news articles. Characterised by 
capacity - determination, endurance and faith in achieving goals. 
Supports the virtues of Freedom, Meritocracy and Democracy.

14
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Benjamin Welling
Vice-Chairman
Benjamin Welling (29) was born in the northern German city 
of Hamburg. After growing up in Germany and the USA, he 
finished school in his hometown of Hamburg before signing up 
for service in the German military. After his service, he began 
studying history, American literature and European studies at 
the University of Hamburg and Trinity College Dublin. He has 
been active in EDS since 2017, working as the International 
Secretary of the German Member-Organisation RCDS. While 
organising and leading the German delegation at council 
meetings in Skopje, Krakow, Riga, Genoa and Budapest, he 
participated in multiple topics in all working groups of EDS. 
Furthermore, he is staying active in CDU politics in Hamburg, 
supporting his MPs as an elected citizen in committees on 
city planning and public safety. He is Vice-Chairman of Junge 
Union in his home state. Working as an Investment Consultant 
while continuing his studies, he enjoys films and reading 
classical literature and historical novels in his free time.
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Benita Czirkl
Vice-Chairwoman

Benita Czirkl (25) lives in Budapest, Hungary and is studying 
law at Pázmány Péter Catholic University. Before she started 
law school, she studied Business Informatics at Széchenyi 
István University in Győr. When she moved to Budapest she 
was an intern at the Centre for Fundamental Rights where 
she was researching international topics. She also worked as a 
personal assistant for a member of parliament at the House of 
the National Assembly, as well as for a Foundation for children 
with serious diseases. Benita is currently working at the legal 
department of the Public Procurement Authority of Hungary. 
She got interested in politics during high school years, therefore
she became a member of Fidelitas in February 2017. She 
participated in the campaigning work in 2018 during the 
national election in Hungary, and then in 2019 throughout 
European elections. Also in 2017, she attended her first EDS 
Council Meeting in Skopje, Macedonia. Since then, she is 
an active member of the organization. During the European 
Democrat Students Summer University in Bucharest, she was 
elected as Vice-Chairwoman, and now she is responsible for 
the statutory changes and fundraising.
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Francesco 
Sismondini
Executive Officer 
Francesco Sismondini obtained a Bachelor’s degree in 
International Relations at the Catholic University of Milan. 
Currently he is pursuing a Master’s degree in International 
Cooperation at the University of Milan. For the past two years 
Francesco has been actively involved with the EDS European 
Elections 2019 WG as Co-Chairman. He is the International 
Secretary of his national organization StudiCentro where he 
was responsible for organising several meetings both in Italy 
and Brussels between students and politicians from all over 
the world. He is passionate about public and institutional 
relations. He is currently Tutor of the Christian Political 
“Lab.Ora 1000” established to foster Christian leadership 
all over the country. He is working in the consultancy field 
responsible for European Affairs for SYNEDRIA Paris. At 
EDS, Francesco is responsible for working from the Brussels 
Office for the entire EDS Team.
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Christie Maike
Deputy Secretary 

General
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Virgilio Falco
Honorary Chairman
Virgilio Falco (30), is a Law graduate from the LUMSA 
University of Rome. He is also President of an EDS member 
organisation, StudiCentro. He obtained a MicroMaster in 
Political Science, organised by the University of Oxford 
and Blavatnik School of Government and a MicroMaster 
in Humanitarian Law, organized by Harvard University. He 
served as Deputy Secretary-General and, for two terms, as 
Vice-Chairman of EDS. Falco also worked at the Chamber of 
Deputies and an online university. He served as President of 
the Education Committee of the National Youth Council of 
Italy, and he writes for several Italian newspapers (Il Foglio, Il 
Giornale, Formiche) on educational and political matters. He 
has been audited several times by Parliament and the Ministry 
of Education on the reforms of school and university. Since 
the 2011 congress in Marseille, he has been on the staff of the 
organization of the congresses of the European People’s Party. 
He also carries out volunteering activities at the Basilica of St. 
John in Lateran, in the Vatican City.
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January

February

March

April

October

December

EPP Women General Board

Conservative European Forum AGM

EPP Webinar on Resilient Recovery- Tapping the 
full potential of EU Funding

16 days of activism against Gender-based 
violence

The Future of UK-Irish Relations

FRPD Albania Political Academy 2020

UK-Norway Centre-Right Student Cooperation

Charity Telemarathon

Solidarity Campaign to HDMZ Croatia

Azione Magazine

‘COVID-19 & Data Privacy: The Case of the 
Vaccination Certifi cate’

Panel Discussion on Vaccination Certifi cate

‘Health, a European or National issue’ 

International Youth Forum

‘Discussion with Albanianb students on the 
importance of youth voting and political 
participation’

#AllTogetherForWomensRights

Meeting with the Chairman of JONG CD&V

e-launching of DAP-NDFK’s campaign “NEW ERA”

CSJ Annual Congress

The situation in Belfast with Ivan Botoucharov

UK-Poland Centre-Right Relations

Event on Job Orientation and Opportunities

The Bicentennial Anniversary from the Greek 
Revolution

Meeting with the Ambassador of Germany to 
Greece 

Meeting with the National President of the Young 
Democrats of America and the National President 
of the College Democrats of America

EPP Women

CEF

EPP

Facebook EU

YFG Ireland

FRPD Albania

HS Norway

ONNED Greece

ONNED Greece

GDC San Marino

EPP Group/New Democracy MEP 
for Greece Mrs. Asimakopoulou

MEP Anna Michelle
Asimakopoulou

ECPYOUTH

SM Ukraine

FRPD Albania

SMD Poland

JONG CD&V

DAP-NDFK Greece

CSJ Luxembourg

YFI Serbia

SMD Poland

Senior High School of Athens

ONNED Greece

ONNED Greece

YDA/CDA America

Valentina Podestá

Ivan Botoucharov

Valentina Podestá

Valentina Podestá

Ivan Botoucharov

Vasileios S. Kesidis

Ivan Botoucharov

Vasileios S. Kesidis

Vasileios S. Kesidis

Vasileios S. Kesidis

Vasileios S. Kesidis

Valentina Podestá

Vasileios S. Kesidis

Ivan Botoucharov

Vasileios S. Kesidis

Vasileios S. Kesidis

Vasileios S. Kesidis & 
Thomas Belligh

Vasileios S. Kesidis

Ivan Botouharov

Ivan Botouharov

Ivan Botouharov

Vasileios S. Kesidis

Vasileios S. Kesidis

Vasileios S. Kesidis

Vasileios S. Kesidis

30.06.2021

06.07.2021

23.10.2020

25.11.2020 - 
10.12.2020

15.12.2020

09.12.2020

18.10.2020

19.12.2020

13.01.2021

20.01.2021

28.01.2021

28.01.202

22.02.2021

20.02.2021-
21.02.2021

04.03.2021

08.03.2021

10.03.2021

23.03.2021

13.03.2021

22.04.2021

28.04.2021

09.04.2021

09.04.2021

21.04.2021

23.04.2021

MONTH ORGANISEREVENTDATE WHO

June

July
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is a 26 year old professional 
holding an MA in Physiothe-
rapy from Coventry University 
and currently pursuing an MA 
in Public Relations. She is the 
General Secretary of the Croa-
tian Academic Union being 
the first woman to be elected 
for this position. In the past, 
Dora represented more than 
40.000 students as the Presi-
dent of the national Croatian 
Student Council. Moreover, 
during her studies in the Uni-
ted Kingdom she got elected 
as a delegate of the National 
Union of Students represen-
ting interests of more than 
30.000 students from England. 
Being a strong communica-
tor with additional degrees in 
critical thinking and business 
consulting gives her additio-
nal edge in a political dialogue 
why she works as a Policy Ad-
visor at a Public Affairs agency 
registered in Brussels.

is a History and German gra-
duate of King’s college Lon-
don. He has been accepted to 
the premier law school in the 
United Kingdom, BPP, with 
his degree to begin in autumn, 
2021. Since 2019, he has ser-
ved as international secretary 
of YCGE-UK and as co chair 
of the working group Policies 
for Europe. In the working 
year 2020-1, he was appointed 
to the working group higher 
education and research. Em-
manuel is a keen arsenal fan, 
europhile and Christian De-
mocrat.

is a Master’s student at the 
historic Otto-Suhr-Institute 
at the Freie Universität Ber-
lin, where one of the major 
student led discourses culmi-
nated in one of the greatest 
caesura in German student 
history - with the spirit still 
living on. Building upon the 
ideal that education is key to 
empowerment and integra-
tion in society, he enjoys using 
his skills to contribute to exis-
ting efforts set out to establish 
equal opportunities for anyo-
ne willing - be it in education 
programmes, youth program-
mes or sports programmes – 
striving for a modern merito-
cracy. Conventions are there 
to be treated as guidance, but 
one should not to follow them 
blindly. This is the premise he 
lives by, which has already pa-
ved unexpected paths for him. 
But also explains, for example, 
his fashion style, which was a 
topic of discussion more than 
once already – much to his 
amusement and surprise.

Dora Miketek 
HAZ, Croatia

Emmanuel Janssens 
YCGE, UK

Jakob Reinhold 
RCDS, Germany

24
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In an age of unprecedented european hi-
gher education integration, the different 
starting times of academic semesters at 
European higher education institutions 
(HEIs) are a brake on student mobility. As 
such, this motion calls for the harmonisa-
tion of semester terms in the European Hi-
gher Education Area. This would lift this 
brake on mobility and create more oppor-
tunities for an integrated higher education 
area. Harmonisation should be agreed at 
the meeting of the Ministers of Education 
of the European Higher Education Area in 
2024 in Albania.

Agreement amongst stakeholders 
on the harmonisation of semester 
terms

HEIs across Europe have a great deal of 
freedom in the organisation of semester 
terms. As such the state cannot be the sole 
actor here; it must work alongside higher 
and secondary education institutions.

It must be ensured that the timing of the 
semester is appropriate for the end of year 
examinations in secondary education. The 
deadlines for degree programmes with 
restricted admissions must be adjusted ac-
cordingly to be able to gain a time gap be-
tween application and the start of studies. 

Commitment to pan-European harmoni-
sation in the run-up to the meeting of the 
Education Ministers of the European Hi-
gher Education Area 2024 in Albania.

Despite the ECTS system, there is still no 
harmonisation of semester terms. Althou-
gh the semester terms of other states also 
overlap. In Germany, for example, the se-
mester lasts until the end of February or 
the beginning of March (with exams), whi-

le in Finland, Norway, Belgium, Cyprus, 
Bulgaria, France, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Slova-
kia, Slovenia and Spain, teaching for the 
summer semester has already begun at the 
same time at most HEIs. 

The impact of the Corona pandemic has 
also negatively affected those involved in 
exchange opportunities, which is why a 
framework that creates more opportuni-
ties must be found. 

It should be emphasised here that harmo-
nisation in terms of time is not intended 
to interfere with the design of teaching 
at HEIs or in a country, but to develop 
a common framework that can be used 
more easily by the staff and students.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents (EDS), the official student or-
ganisation of the EPP:

• Recognise the hindering effect of di-
fferent semester terms on student mo-
bility within Europe.

Calls upon the member states and 
the HEIs of the European Higher 
Education Area to:

• To establish a clear path to harmoni-
sed academic semester terms by the 
next meeting of the ministers of edu-
cation of the European Higher Educa-
tion Area in Albania, 2024

• To fully implement the harmonised 
semester terms.

“HARMONISA-
TION OF ACADE-
MIC SEMESTERS 
IN THE EURO-
PEAN HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
AREA”
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Undoubtedly one of the most successful 
initiatives of the European Union (EU) is 
the Erasmus+ programme. Not only has it 
unlocked significant academic resources 
to students from across Europe, it has also 
provided countless students with valuable 
life experience. In the political sphere, it 
has provided an incalculably useful re-
source for improving the togetherness of 
our continent. We believe the current edu-
cational aims should be further integrated 
and enhanced, on these political grounds, 
for as the world evolves from COVID-19, 
Europe will need a generation of Euro-
peans convinced again of the necessity of 
the European project. As such, we propose 
the Bridge Programme, which attempts to 
improve secondary education and higher 
education connectivity further, across Eu-
rope. The Bridge Programme has five ba-
sic components: (1) the introduction of a 
system where secondary school students 
can take time abroad (from 3-12 months), 
(2) a unitary application and information 
system to Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs), (3) a new programme to offer a re-
placement to the Erasmus+ programme for 
United Kingdom (UK) students and those 
students from Erasmus countries seeking 
to take a placement in the UK, (4) a new 
and bespoke funding settlement for the 
EU and non-EU nations to support these 
initiatives and (5) with all these initiatives 
overseen by a dedicated Higher education 
& Research (HER) committee of non- EU 
and EU nations. This programme acts as 
a bridge between the countries of Europe, 
further reinforcing connections between 
them and helping to create a more unified 
network. 

The Tesla Scheme

The first part of the Bridge programme 
is the introduction of the Tesla Scheme. 
This would allow secondary school pupils 
to take time abroad, similar to the way an 

undergraduate or postgraduate would un-
dertake an Erasmus+ exchange. Between 
defined years of secondary schooling (in 
the U.K, for example, between year 10 and 
12 - age 15 and 17), pupils would be able 
to apply to take a period of time in another 
secondary school in Europe. This could 
range from three to twelve months. For 
those pupils who would prefer to not take 
a longer stay, but still go abroad, it would 
be possible to take a short course of 2-4 
weeks. The scheme would be named the 
Tesla scheme and would be open to all EU, 
EFTA (European Free Trade Area), EEA 
(European Education Area), UK and non-
EU European nations.  

The pupils would apply to their year 
abroad through an online application por-
tal. Pupils would pick a country to apply 
to, choose a preference between a town 
or a city and thus be provided with a va-
riety of school options. They would also 
have the option to rank top 5 alternatives, 
as reserves. To understand in better detail 
the application system, see the annex. To 
gain admittance, they would need to pro-
vide documentation (I.D., grade profile, 
a personal statement e.g). Participating 
countries would ensure schools follow the 
European Qualifications Framework as to 
ensure transferability of courses. Additio-
nally, education institutions would inform 
prospective pupils before application what 
subjects are being taught. 

To overcome any Visa difficulties the pu-
pil will be eligible for a specific low cost, 
easy application visa relevant to the length 
of their stay. This would be issued by the 
governments of the receiving nations, on 
the basis of bilateral agreements between 
all participating nations. 

In the country, student stay would be par-
tially funded by national governments and 
the EU. EU institutions would fund the 
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student through a specific financial 
instrument that would be provided as 
a grant, with the amount dependent on 
the cost of living of the host country and 
city. Accommodation could be provided 
by host families within the country to 
help cover study cost for the student. To 
encourage lower income pupils to attend 
this scheme, they would be eligible for 
a further top up grant, provided by EU 
institutions and/or national instruments. 
Just as the Erasmus+ programme 
improves the skills and employability of 
its participants, this scheme will broaden 
and increase the mutual learning of each 
other’s culture, values and ideas.

Pupils would have to choose whether 
their year abroad would count towards 
their final grade (if it does), or whether 
they accept that they might have to 
repeat the year upon re-entry into their 
home country. Pupils would study in the 
language determined by the host school. 
The teaching language would be made 
known to any prospective applicant 
pupils.  When pupils are in the country, 
they shall receive language lessons so 
as to improve their abilities in the host 
language. 

This scheme further incentivises its 
participants to either apply to a HEI 
abroad and/or take an Erasmus+ 
placement. Their self-confidence 
should also increase, along with their 
competence. Thus, this system would 
help fuel a new generation of students, 
further connected across Europe. 

To bolster the chances that a pupil would 
then go abroad to a University, we would 
propose that universities in the receiving 
country offer short courses to anyone who 
attended the Tesla scheme, so long as he/
she is eligible to attend existing courses. 

These courses, lasting only a few weeks, 
would cover relevant topics of interest 
while integrating exchange pupils with 
local pupils. 

The European Higher Education 
Application system

To further increase the chances that 
Pupil X would indeed attend a university 
outside of their host country, we then 
propose a unitary European Higher 
Education Application System 1(EHEAs). 
This has already been proposed by EDS, 
in the Summer University of 2019, in 
Bucharest. We are returning to promote 
this idea to further highlight its merits. 
The idea, in short, is that prospective 
undergraduate students would use this 
system to apply to HEIs. 

EHEAs would be made up of two 
essential components. The first would 
be a database, which would contain 
all the necessary information on what 
courses are provided, by whom, with the 
necessary applicant requirements and a 
short profile on the HEI and surrounding 
area. Here, prospective students would 
also find information pertaining to 
grants and scholarships or other general 
funding opportunities on offer from the 
HEI and/or other relevant stakeholders.  

The second component of EHEAs would 
be the application portal. This portal 
would allow you to create an applicant 
profile, from which you could apply to the 
universities of your choosing. It would 
also allow you to monitor the progress 
of your application. More details on the 
operation of this portal are provided in 
the annex. 

This system would be opt in, open to 
participation for all EU, EEA, EFTA, UK 

and non-EU European nations as well 
as EAP – Eastern partnership countries. 
For all non-EU nations, there would be 
a separate system operating on the same 
principle, offering the same service.  It 
is hoped that, ultimately, all universities 
across Europe would participate. Thus, 
there would be a similar submission 
deadline for applications, that the 
application process be uniform and thus 
easier to apply abroad and to digitise as 
much as possible (to be less burdensome 
and further increase the chances of 
making an application to a foreign 
university). 

We also propose that all non-EU 
participating nations and the EU reach a 
ten year, renewable, funding settlement. 
This settlement would aim first to 
provide a consistent basis for the funding 
of EHEAs and the exchange system. 
Secondly, it would provide funding for 
EU and non-EU undergraduates and 
postgraduates seeking to attend the UK, 
as they might have done in an Erasmus+ 
stay. 

The Newton Scheme

This scheme would aim to replace the 
loss of funding and opportunity created 
by the departure of the UK from the 
Erasmus+ scheme. The Newton scheme 
would provide funding to students, on a 
grant basis, from EU and Non-EU nations 
to study in the UK, in the same way the 
Erasmus+ programme did. Accompanied 
by the Turing scheme, which provides 
UK students with funding to go abroad, 
this should provide a replacement to 
the Erasmus+ programme that allows 
students from outside the UK to continue 
to tap into the immense capabilities of the 
U.K higher education sector. The funding 
would be available for undergraduate and 
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Given the diminished environmental 
impact of rail travel, its use is likely to 
increase in the medium to long term. 
As the premier student organisation of 
Europe, we believe that rail travel for 
students must be made affordable and 
accessible. As such, this motion sets 
forward several policy objectives. 

First: That student mobility within Europe 
be strengthened by means of discounted 
cross-border student tickets also for long-
distance travel.

Second, that an integrated European rail 
transport area be created to strengthen 
the integration of European mobility as 
a location for business and science and 
to bring about a true Europeanisation of 
students’ studies and lifestyles. 

Student mobility increased by 
discounted student tickets for long 
distance travel. 

As far as long-distance rail passenger 
transport is concerned, the way in which 
a student card entitles the holder to a 
reduction in the fare in some Member 
States must be changed. Students and 
trainees (apprentices, student interns) 
should be able to obtain discounts when 
buying tickets for cross-border train 
journeys, irrespective of their age, by 
presenting appropriate proof, for example a 
digital student identity card. The discounts 
should not only be limited to long-distance 
journeys from city to city but also include 
local transport (Subway, Bus, Tram). These 
tickets could be partly subsidised from EU 
funds, so that travelling to other European 
countries and to the rural regions of 
Europe is more attractive. 

A contribution to this is to be made by 
a uniform European booking platform 
in which all European rail transport 

companies participate, to give students 
better access to special offers on the one 
hand and to provide a better overview 
of all available options. Such platforms 
have already shown great success in 
local transport. With programmes like 
Erasmus+, it is normal to study abroad 
in Europe. If we want to further increase 
opportunities for European students, 
this student, cultural and cross-border 
exchange should be further encouraged 
and facilitated. This would also avoid 
the use of air tickets, which in turn have 
a negative long-term impact on the 
environment.  

Expansion and harmonisation of 
railway infrastructure. 

Improving student mobility in the 
broader sense in the medium to long 
term also includes the construction of 
European high-speed lines as well as 
the standardisation of, for example, rail 
widths, handling procedures or train 
protection and power systems as well as 
platform heights, which continue to stand 
in the way of genuine European long-
distance high-speed train connections, 
as the European Commission also stated 
ten years ago. By harmonising, we would 
enable students to travel through Europe 
more easily and quickly, which would 
increase the availability and attractiveness 
of such journeys (for example, study 
trips). At the end of 2014, around 
900,000 people were employed in the 
EU in rail transport companies and rail 
infrastructure companies alone. In many 
Member States, rail transport companies 
are among the largest national employers. 
The free choice of jobs in the EU would 
thus have a meaningful impact here. To 
this end, we should support the concepts 
presented by the European Commission 
of a single European transport area in the 
medium term as well as the projects of 
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harmonisation of standards on European 
rails advanced by the European Railway 
Agency and calls for these to be pushed 
forward.
 
The European student population will 
benefit from these measures. They offer 
the potential to strengthen European 
exchange on several levels at once: A 
significant mobility barrier would be 
removed and the possibility created to 
further strengthen the international, 
cultural and value-based cohesion of both 
Europe’s regions and Europe. Tourism 
and European economies would also 
be given a boost. This would also be the 
case in particular if transport associations 
were expanded within the framework 
of regional passenger transport, as 
this benefits all those who travel in the 
respective area - for example, on the way 
to work or to go shopping. A functioning 
student exchange in Europe is essential and 
has the potential to sustainably strengthen 
networking within the European Union. 
To ensure that this exchange is not 
only promoted in the European cities, 
local transport should also be included 
accordingly. This does not put those at a 
disadvantage in rural areas.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents (EDS), the official student or-
ganisation of the European Peoples 
Party (EPP):

• Recognizing the opportunities of the 
current railway system in Europe.

• Believing in the positive impact of 
cross-border and trans-continental 
mobility for the cultural exchange 
between Europeans and students in 
Europe.

Call upon the European Council, 
Commission, Parliament and mem-
ber states: 

• Work towards a common approach 
to incentivize student mobility in 
Europe by railway.

• Implement a common booking 
platform for trans-continental 
railway mobility.
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The European project rests upon coope-
ration and interaction between sovereign 
Member States. At the heart of this effort 
and one of the most successful aspects is 
the Erasmus project. However, the out-
break of COVID-19 has severely threa-
tened this programme. There is a danger 
that without action students will lose out, 
across Europe.

We warmly recognise the actions alre-
ady taken by the Commission not only 
in dealing with the impact of COVID-19 
on students, but also in allocating finan-
cial resources to ensure that the Erasmus+ 
programme does not wither because of the 
pandemic. We call for this to continue, so 
we ask all member states and higher edu-
cation institutions (HEIs) to continue to 
invest in the Erasmus+ programme. 

These unprecedented times have showed 
just how important digital transforma-
tion is. HEIs were pressured to make the 
necessary adjustments so that study pro-
grammes can continue to be delivered 
despite the pandemic. HEIs must continue 
this effort, so we implore member states 
to make further investments for the long 
term, mainly in developing advanced te-
chnologies for study. The Commission 
has also recognised the multidimensio-
nal benefits of the digital world, so it is 
no surprise it supports such initiatives. By 
embracing digital transformation mem-
ber states will not only be able to ensure 
future best practice, but also to deliver a 
wider range of experiences for students 
who wish to participate in the Erasmus+ 
programme. This could include the pos-
sibility, for example, of including a higher 
number of students online to enjoy the 
benefits of Erasmus+ at a lower cost. Whi-
lst we endorse a wider range of access in 

teaching formats such as lectures and sym-
posia, special attention must be given that 
this does not hinder the academic perfor-
mance quality or teaching in formats such 
as seminars.

Looking to the short to medium term, we 
see that there is an opportunity to improve 
and widen the Erasmus+ experience. In-
creased digitalisation could support the 
creation of a European online study plat-
form that would allow students to connect 
with other Erasmus students and even-
tually those students not in the Erasmus+ 
programme. It would also allow institu-
tions to share resources and students to 
take advantage of resources from previous 
years. Having such a comprehensive and 
central platform would provide the EU an 
easier path to promoting digital literacy. 

Remote and online materials should be 
delivered in a fresh form like debates, 
journal clubs, panels, video content, info-
graphics, streamlines, etc. and even more 
interactive learning could involve hacka-
thons, conversations with alumni societies 
or broadcasted simulations. Furthermo-
re, all examination transferred to online 
surroundings need to be adjusted to re-
mote study and online platforms. More 
preference should be given to written as-
signments, essays, project proposals and 
case studies thus also facilitating group 
interaction. Moreover, oral exams can be 
easily conducted and possibly recorded 
for future consideration by the student. 
Most importantly, ECTS credits must be 
given for courses that are delivered online, 
Erasmus+ or otherwise. If the online study 
calls for additional costs for students that 
need assistance i.e. students with disabili-
ties, such expenses should be covered by 
the Erasmus+ programme.

“ERASMUS+ 
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It should also be possible for short term 
mini courses to be taken online. These 
could count towards an Erasmus+ ex-
perience as an ECTS credited course or 
a micro credential. Such mini courses 
can provide the inclusion of companies, 
NGOs, regions and cities by allowing 
them to contribute to the content of the 
course.

HEIs must make sure, too, that students 
are able to fully engage in academic life. 
As much support as possible should be gi-
ven to student societies to provide events 
online or in other epidemiologically ac-
ceptable ways. However, member states 
should not just concern themselves with 
making the Erasmus+ programme as di-
gital as possible. The heart of the Eras-
mus+ programme is of course the lived 
experience and accordingly we implore 
member states to keep their borders open 
to students. It should be made possible 
for students to travel to their destination 
country or stay at their respective campu-
ses if they wish to. 

However, for those students who would 
not be able to travel abroad to complete 
their Erasmus+ placement, we implore 
the Commission and HEIs to provide for 
an experience abroad in the upcoming 
summer, should the pandemic allow. This 
could be a two week or months’ worth of 
funded travel and basic living expenses 
from the Erasmus+ scheme to visit the 
campus on site. In order to ensure that 
we remain environmentally focused, the 
travel expenses could entail a subsidised 
Eurail student pass. 

HEIs should embrace the new normal and 
be more flexible with sending and recei-
ving digital documentation, especially for 

Erasmus+ applications. This flexibility 
should be applied to student accommo-
dation contracts on campus as well. Also, 
due to COVID-19 and the necessity of 
maintaining student’s wellbeing, manda-
tory health coverage for all and any stu-
dents on their Erasmus+ placement in the 
respective host country must be in place. 
Furthermore, students should be advised 
to institutions providing help regarding 
mental health and other wellbeing su-
pport for students under quarantine. Last-
ly, in case that students need to return to 
their country of residence due to the risks 
arising from the COVID-19 pandemic, 
their repatriation must be secured and fi-
nancially supported.

We, European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official students’ orga-
nisation of the European People’s 
Party:

• Acknowledge that the COVID-19 
pandemic caused severe hindrance 
to the Erasmus+ scheme and accele-
rated the need for a digital transfor-
mation.

• Recognise the efforts the European 
Commission has made to support 
Erasmus+.

• Believe that Erasmus+ should be pro-
tected and carried out regardless of 
COVID-19.

We, European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official students’ orga-
nisation of the European People’s 
Party:

• Call upon the European Commission 
to establish a European study plat-
form.

• Call upon the Member States to keep 
their borders open for Erasmus+ stu-
dents and secure the repatriation of 
students should that be needed.

• Call upon HEIs to provide Erasmus+ 
exchange programmes physically 
and/or online.

• Call upon the EU institutions to gua-
rantee an equivalent academic ack-
nowledgment of the delivered Eras-
mus+ Programme irrespective of the 
format.

• Encourage the European Commis-
sion to put any unused Erasmus+ fi-
nancial resources into further develo-
pment of the Erasmus+ programme.

• Encourage Member States and HEIs 
to invest in digital transformation 
and to use novel study tools.

• Encourage Member States and HEIs 
to be more flexible in sending and re-
ceiving digital documentation, espe-
cially for Erasmus+ applications.

• Encourage Member States to ensure 
that all students have automatic heal-
th coverage on their Erasmus+ place-
ment.

 
• Encourage HEIs to offer short online 

courses leading to micro credentials 
or ECTS credits.
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Improving the capabilities of the 
ECDC:

The Corona pandemic has unfortunately 
shown to what extent a crisis like this 
can shake the foundations of European 
coexistence. Certainties, such as the free 
movement of capital, people, goods and 
services on which the prosperity and 
freedom of European citizens are based, 
were suddenly suspended in different 
ways. The European Union was unable 
to provide a swift European answer as an 
alternative to the national states going 
about fighting the pandemic alone. Early 
involvement of the EU European Center 
for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) should have been seriously 
considered before the acute phase of the 
Corona Pandemic, both by the European 
Commission and the member states.

The input of the member states to the 
ECDC must be reliable in such situations 
as well, as the initial assessments of the 
authorities’ management were erroneous. 
The ECDC can only function well in itself if 
all parties involved cooperate thoroughly. 
This includes, above all, sufficient funding 
and staffing for the respective agencies, 
which do important work not only for the 
EU as a whole, but also for many member 
states.

In order to support decentralized agencies 
like the ECDC, the number of employees 
cannot remain at 290 (as of May 2020). 
The german aquivalent, the Robert Koch 
Institute, has more than a 1000 employees. 
Here, the ECDC is clearly understaffed 
and has had to postpone other important 
tasks, such as in the field of antibiotic 
resistance, due to the current focus on 
corona. Early joint crisis prevention would 
also have had the potential to curb long-
term damage, especially to the European 

economy. Economic activity in the euro 
zone in the second quarter of 2020 was 
15% down on the previous year. Deloitte 
forecasts that the GDP of the European 
Union will not have fully recovered until 
2023. This is catatrophic for the economic 
growth and well being of EU citizens. 

Exploring the possibilities of the 
decentralized Agencies for young 
scientists and researchers:

Better-equipped decentralized agencies 
should also ensure broader participation 
of European science. Graduates and 
participants in postdoctoral programs, for 
example, should be given opportunities 
to actively participate in current research 
in research oriented decentralized 
agencies. Another example would be 
the announcement of possibilities to do 
doctoral work and study programs in such 
agencies. This should result in greater 
functional benefits for the quality of the 
European research and innovation sector 
and for European policy. This way, the 
research oriented decentralized agencies 
of the EU would offer career incentives 
for graduates and young scientists. All 
research oriented decentralized agencies 
in the EU should therefore be evaluated 
for the possibilities to include more 
opportunities for young scientists and 
researchers to involve themselves in 
European research. 

We, the European Democrat 
Students, the official student 
organization of the European 
People’s Party:

• Recognizing the need for properly 
funding and equipping the European 
Center for Disease Prevention and 
Control to better respond to the 
ongoing Corona pandemic.

“EXPLORING AND 
IMPROVING THE 
CAPABILITIES 
OF RESEARCH 
ORIENTED 
DECENTRALIZED 
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• Aware of the need for a reliable 
exchange of information between the 
european and national levels.

• Considering the big potential of 
research oriented decentralized 
agencies in regard to giving 
young scientists and researchers 
oppotunities to get involved in 
European research.

 Call upon the EU Commission and 
the Member States to:

• Increase the funding and personnel 
for the European Center for Disease 
Prevention and Control.

• Share information regarding the 
Corona pandemic in an adequate and 
fast paced way in order to increase 
effectiveness in crisis prevention.

• Evaluate all research oriented 
decentralized agencies of the EU for 
opportunities to involve more young 
scientists and researchers in doctoral 
and post-doc programmes.

• Encourage a clear standard way of 
reporting the number of coronavirus 
deaths and cases from across the 
different European countries. 
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The Erasmus Plus programme offers a 
unique opportunity for EU students to 
advance their educational, cultural and 
vocational skills, while improving future 
employment prospects.

The initial plan of the Erasmus has proven 
to be very popular amongst students of 
the EU, many of whom have grasped the 
opportunity and positively commented on 
its beneficial impact on their student lives 
as well as future endeavours in the field of 
employment. Although, the Erasmus Plan 
has been welcomed and its successes have 
been reported, the development of the pro-
gramme has continued and further oppor-
tunities have been incorporated into the 
new and updated Erasmus Plus Program-
me. Specifically, Erasmus Plus manages to 
incorporate a wide array of programmes, 
covering topics like education and youth 
training on a Pan-European level as well 
as including aspects of extra-regional co-
llaboration.

This multifarious scheme includes, na-
mely the Erasmus+ : Comenius, Erasmus 
+: Erasmus, Erasmus+: Erasmus Mundus, 
Erasmus+: Leonardo da Vinci, Erasmus+: 
Youth in Action and several other actions 
on educational development which focus 
on adult learning, non-formal and infor-
mal learning, EU studies and sport.

The evolution of Erasmus for the future 
of Europe as a nation on a macro level, as 
well as, the beneficiaries of the programme 
i.e. students on a micro level, will de facto 
improve economic outlooks. However, we 
believe that there are still some contextual 
issues that could be further developed in 
order for the Programme to reach its opti-
mal societal outcomes. 

In particular, in today’s globalized era and 
with increasing levels of educational at-
tainment, many students, upon finishing 
their studies, face serious issues in ente-
ring the labour market due to work expe-
rience requirements faced by firms. Fur-
thermore, in many EU states facing high 
unemployment rates, it is often difficult 
for students to find jobs upon returning 
to their country of origin. Therefore, the 
Erasmus Plus is an excellent opportunity 
to incorporate and promote the idea of op-
tional work in the job market of the host 
country upon finalization of the student’s 
degree. This would not only contribute to 
the reduction of unemployment in certain 
European countries but also enrich the 
individual’s qualifications and experience, 
aiding his chances to obtain an occupation 
in his country of origin, if he decides to re-
turn. Thus, a positive sum-game is created 
for all actors.

Furthermore, addressing the issue of 
unequal distribution of students across 
EU countries, (e.g. many students enhan-
ced in Erasmus tend to cluster in specific 
countries whilst others are not frequently 
chosen) further steps should be taken by 
both the member state in question and 
the Commission to promote more equal 
distribution of students across the EU. 
This can be done by advertising a specific 
member state that faces this issue throu-
gh student websites and offering incenti-
ves for students to choose it as an option, 
especially within the Erasmus Mundus 
which offers a joint Masters degree with 
the option to reside in two countries. Si-
milarly, this will contribute to decreasing 
the country’s unemployment problem and 
improving economic indicators as more 
expenditure by students will adjust macro-
economic imbalances in the host society.

“THE ERASMUS 
PLUS 
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We the European Democrat 
Students (EDS), the official 
student’s organization of the 
European People’s Party (EPP):

• Acknowledge the beneficial impact 
of the development of the Erasmus+ 
programme.

• Recognise the need for addressing 
and incorporating more elements in 
the programme 

Call upon the European Union and 
the European Commission to:

• Discuss the adaptation of further 
training/apprenticeship programmes 
into the Erasmus + scheme.

• Incorporate into the Programme 
opportunities for students to facilitate 
employment in their chosen country 
of study.

• Increase marketing strategies to aid 
some countries attracting students 
within the Erasmus + programme.
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postgraduate students and it would be 
provided by the European Commission. 

The Higher Education and Research 
Committee

Overseeing the distribution of the 
funding settlement, the Tesla and Newton 
schemes, and EHEAs would be a special 
higher education liaison committee 
between the EU and non-EU nations. 
The committee would meet biannually, 
discuss implementation and issues that 
may be arising and come to agreement 
on solutions therein. It would also, 
more broadly, seek to provide a forum 
for co-operation between the EU and 
non- EU nations on Higher education 
& Research issues. The committee 
would consist of a delegation from each 
non-EU nation government and EU 
representatives, which would have to 
include representatives of the general 
student population and academic body, 
to be led by the relevant stakeholders. The 
role of this committee would be advisory 
and supervisory.

We, the European Democrat 
Students (EDS), the official student 
organisation of the European 
People’s Party (EPP) are:

• Recognising the importance of 
education as a tool for European 
integration.

• Recognising the benefits of education 
abroad.

 
• Recognising the existence of barriers 

to taking an Erasmus+ placement or 
a degree abroad.

• Seeking to expand the benefits of 
Erasmus+. 

• Seeking to retain the advantages of 
an Erasmus+ placement in the UK.

• Seeking to open up the wealth of our 
HEIs in Europe.

• Aiming to increase the chances of 
secondary school pupils attending a 
university outside of their country or 
an Erasmus+ placement.

• Aiming to increase co-operation 
between non-EU European and EU 
nations. 

Therefore, we, the European 
Democrat Students (EDS), the 
official student organisation of the 
European People’s Party (EPP) call 
upon the EU commission, EEA, EFTA 
and non- EU governments: 

• To introduce a secondary school 
exchange plan (the Tesla Scheme). 

• To introduce the relevant application 
system for the Bridge programme.

• To introduce a relevant visa category 
should that be necessary.

• To ensure that this visa category is 
easy to apply to and low cost.

• To ensure that the EQF is followed 
by host and sending schools in the 
system. 

• To introduce EHEAs: European 
Higher Education Application 
system.

 
• To introduce a plan which would 

fund the studies of students entering 
the UK from Erasmus+ countries 
(the Newton Scheme).

• To come to a bilateral funding 
agreement that would underline all 
the financial commitments for the 
Tesla scheme and EHEAs.

• To create a joint EU, Non-EU HER 
committee to ensure best implemen-
tation and policy moving forward 
with regard to general HER issues, 
the Tesla and Newton schemes, 
EHEAs and the funding settlement 
underlining the latter two. 

Annex 

The application system of the Tesla 
scheme in greater detail:

Pupil X, who in this case is from Ireland, 
in the year before the opportunity to go 
abroad opens, goes to the portal. They 
then pick a country to go to, proceeding 
to pick a region (to be defined as the 
nearest equivalent to the English 
county, German Bundelsand or French 
Department). They would then choose 
between a town or city as a preference. 
This would allow some agency to the 
pupil, which would prevent the pupil 
from ending up in a place they would 
rather not be. Pupil X, in this scenario, 
would want to go to Germany in this 
case. They would pick the Bundeslaend 
to attend: Bayern, in this case. Then, they 
would have a variety of school options in 
Bayern. They would then pick the type of 
school they would wish to attend, in this 
case a Gymnasium. They would also pick 
five other Gymnasium.

To understand how a pupil would be 
allocated their school in the Tesla 
scheme: 

The host (receiving) school would review 
Pupil X’s application. Given that each 
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school can only have a certain number of 
pupils to teachers, each school would have 
a quota of pupils. Based on this quota and 
the application, the school would then 
decide whether to accept pupil X. Should 
they be too full, the pupil would then 
attend the second choice, or be eligible 
to. Should that fail, they will attend the 
school of third rank, and so on until they 
receive their school. Upon acceptance, 
Pupil X would be notified and this would 
be a full six months before their proposed 
departure. 

How the EHEAs application portal 
functions: 

Pupil X having decided, for example, that 
he/she would like to study History at Roma 
Tre or King’s College London or Ghent or 
the Humboldt or LMU (there will be the 
option to choose six universities) would 
then create a login in the application 
portal. Then, they would be required 
to upload a grade profile, background 
information and a personal statement. 
The application could then be submitted, 
for the fee of 25 euro, which would cover 
all six applications. Pupil X would then 
be able to monitor the progress of their 
application on the portal. Here, they 
could ascertain whether an interview 
would be necessary, for example. Upon 
acceptance, they would receive an offer 
to study at the university (which could 
be dependent upon Pupil X receiving a 
grade at the end of the year).
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To address major challenges such as 
pandemics, climate change or artificial 
intelligence, we need Europe as a significant 
scientific power house. That requires a 
future-proof funding for research projects. 
But the adopted long-term EU budget 
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 
(for 2021-2027) and Next Generation 
EU (NGEU) did disappoint not only 
the scientific community, but also the 
European Parliament. While the EP 
demanded 120 billion Euro, the EC 
proposed 100 billion Euro for the program 
Horizon Europe in 2018. The final result of 
95,5 billion is deemed by many members 
of the science community as not yet 
sufficient. 

However, The Recovery and Resilience 
Facility of the NGEU is an instrument 
designed for countries to recover from 
the crisis and is an instrument that can 
be used to bridge the aforementioned 
deficiency. The European Commission 
still has to approve the national recovery 
and resilience plans of the member 
countries in order to send them the 
grants and loans. The governments should 
seize this opportunity and secure funds 
to support researchers. The European 
Commission wants a minimum of 37% of 
the expenditures for climate investments 
and reforms.

The Corona crisis has a devastating 
impact on the economy. That’s why it 
is crucial to help it to recover from the 
crisis. Technological progress and labor 
productivity are the most important 
resources of economic growth for the 
EU. Yet the EU (27) only invested on 
average 2,19 % of its GDP on Research 
and Development (R&D) in 2019. It fails 
its own goal of investing 3 % of the GDP 
on (R&D). We must prevent a potential 

exodus of scientists and technological 
dependencies. An underfunded science 
sector hurts our knowledge-based 
economy to great extent. 

One of the major threats for Europe 
is climate change. It will have a very 
negative impact on our economy and our 
planet. By decarbonizing the economy, 
we can achieve our goal to emit net-
zero greenhouse gas emission by 2050. 
Therefore, we need to support innovations 
in technology of the future such as 
European power grid infrastructure, 
hydrogen energy and nuclear fusion. For 
example, Germany is going to invest nine 
billion Euros in hydrogen technologies. 
An investment in research and innovation 
of green technology will stimulate our 
economy, support researchers and is going 
to improve our standard of living.

We, the European Democrat 
Students (EDS), the official student 
organization of the European 
People´s Party:

• Acknowledging the significance of a 
well-funded research.

• Recognizing that major challenges 
such as climate change can only be 
solved multilaterally.

Call upon the European Commission 
and the member states of the 
European Union:

• To ensure a future-proof research 
funding framework by approving 
more investments into research 
through the Recovery and Resilience 
Facility of the Next Generation EU 
Fund.

“ALLOCATING 
NGEU 
GRANTS TO 
RESEARCH AND 
INNOVATION 
ACTIVITIES”

Presented by 
RCDS



39

To bring the European idea closer to 
students, it is particularly important to 
strengthen their experiences abroad. 
This is possible with an transnational 
transport or semester ticket. They can 
provide opportunities to do student work 
or internships in neighbouring countries 
and gain international experience without 
having to face financial expenses. This 
would also benefit students with a rather 
low budget and give them the chance to 
broaden their own horizons. 

In a Europe that is growing together, 
low-cost cross-border mobility, which 
also gives financially weaker students the 
chance to make foreign contacts, is an 
immense opportunity for the benefit of 
all. This is true both from a cultural and 
economic point of view. This will also 
especially benefit those countries that do 
not receive large numbers of international 
students. 

Examples such as the European University 
Viadrina in Frankfurt (Oder) show 
the many advantages of a cross-border 
semester ticket. For example, it is possible 
to travel across the border to Slubice in 
Poland with the semester ticket. This 
enables students from both countries to 
take advantage of the university offers and 
facilities as well as the cultural offerings 
of both countries. In addition, students 
from both sides are free to choose their 
place of residence. This enables a close 
exchange between the universities as 
well as an intensive cultural exchange. 
Another positive example is the semester 
ticket of the federal state of North Rhine-
Westphalia, which allows students to 
travel as far as the Netherlands. This 
currently only one-sided possibility is also 

used intensively, especially for cultural 
exchange.

We, the European Democrat 
Students (EDS), the official student 
organisation of the European 
People’s Party:

• Being aware that Europe as a 
community begins with the young 
people of our society who carry this 
idea forward.

• Acknowledging the need to network 
to understand each other and thus 
live the European project of peace and 
common interest-driven culture.

• Recognising how short-term stays 
abroad strengthen the exchange 
between students at neighbouring 
colleges and universities across 
borders.

Call upon the European Commission, 
the relevant countries and regions 
in the Schengen area, and higher 
education institutions: 

• To strengthen the promotion of cross-
border transport or semester tickets 
in the Schengen area.

• To make short-term stays abroad 
possible.

“COMPLEMEN-
TARY MEASURES 
FOR INCREASED 
STUDENT MOBI-
LITY IN THE EU”

Presented by 
RCDS
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For the past year I was heavi-
ly involved in both Albanian 
politics and international po-
litics. In my home country I 
worked as Chief of Staff for 
Belind Kellici’s campaign, the 
chairman of the youth forum, 
who was the third most voted 
democratic party candidate 
in the country. In my role as 
Co-Chair of the Human Ri-
ght’s Group, I had the great 
opportunity to present mo-
tions speaking up on behalf of 
oppressed groups around the 
continent and beyond. 
 
On a personal level, I gradua-
ted from Queen Mary School 
of Law in the United King-
dom, and am looking towards 
the future with great confi-
dence.

is young but experienced po-
litician coming from Ukraine. 
He holds Master degree in In-
ternational Relations of Zapo-
rizhzhia National University, 
Ukraine. Currently he works 
in the Parliament of Ukraine 
and is an International Secre-
tary of Solidarna Molod where 
he is responsible for interna-
tional cooperation and repre-
sentation of the organisation. 
He also is a Chairman of Ukra-
inian Centre of International 
Relations NGO. Prokhor has 
been contributing to EDS for 
3 years already with numerous 
articles to BullsEye Magazine 
as well as motions both as co-
chair and delegate of his or-
ganisation. He shares a strong 
commitment of European and 
Euro-Atlantic future of his 
country and therefore is doing 
his best to promote European 
values and European unity in 
Ukraine and in the region of 
Eastern Europe.

is 23 years old with a BSC in 
Economics from the Universi-
ty of Leicester in the UK. She 
is currently completing her 
MA degree in International 
Political Economy at King’s 
College London, with a spe-
cial focus on the Cyprus Is-
sue. From 2018 onwards, she 
has been an active member of 
the student organization FPK 
PROTOPORIA in the United 
Kingdom’s branch where she 
currently holds the position of 
Vice-President. Furthermore, 
she held the position of Gene-
ral Secretary in the National 
Federation of Cypriot Stu-
dents in the UK. Upon joining 
EDS as a delegate, she is now a 
Co-Chair of the PWG on HR. 
She is especially interested in 
areas such as development 
and economics, academically, 
and is involved in charity or-
ganisations and empowering 
women through politics

Imanuel Caushi
FRPD, Albania

Prokhor Kazbekov 
SM, Ukraine

Katerina Kyriacou
FPK PROTOPORIA, Cyprus
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Europe witnessed on May 24th an unusual 
act of state terrorism committed by 
Lukashenko’s regime. Hijacking of plane 
FR4978 happened while the aircraft was 
flying from Athens to Vilnius in order 
to arrest illegally the founder of NEXTA 
Telegram Channel, one of the largest 
opposition media platforms, Roman 
Protasevich, and his girlfriend.
After mass protests againts the results 
of fraudulent Belarussian presidential 
elections of 2020 and the Lukashenko 
regime began, the whole world witnessed 
systemic abuse, prosecutions, intimidation, 
and torture of Belarusians in a violent 
crackdown on protesters, politicians, 
activists and the opposition as a whole. 
Currently, according to human rights 
centre “Viasna” there are 421 political 
prisoners in Belarus. Now Roman 
Protasevich is one of these prisoners, and 
despite untrustworthy video proof from 
government officials, is most likely being 
heavily abused and tortured. During these 
protests Raman Protasevich, as a key figure 
of Nexta, a Warsaw-based media group 
operating through Telegram, together 
with his colleagues, helped Belarussians 
mobilise, plan protests and us to see what is 
happening next to our borders. 
The incident is a clear violation of 
international law and once again shows the 
true face of Lukashenko, who persecutes 
the opposition to eliminate any hint of 
democracy in his country. Not only inside 
the Belarus borders but now, also through 
acts of terror against European airplanes 
and citizens.
The response of the EU to such provocation, 
which violates the fundamental rights of a 
resident of the European Union, should not 
be delayed. Also, the Lukashenko regime 
cannot continue to persecute the opposition 
with impunity and violate the human rights 
of its citizens. The sentence Protasevich 
said while he was trembling before his 
arrest when people asked him what was 
happening once the plane landed in Minsk 
shocks us and causes us tremendous pain:
“They’ll execute me here’”

The Lukashenko regime poses a threat not 
only to the Belarusian people but also to 
regional security.  The EU cannot allow this 
criminal regime on its borders endangering 
the civilian population and European 
airspace.

We, European Democrat Students, 
the official student organisation 
of the EPP, are deeply concerned 
about:

The ongoing process of persecution and 
harassment of the democratic opposition 
in Belarus.

The flagrant violation of human rights and 
the absence of freedom of the press and 
freedom of expression in the country.

The life of Roman Protasevich which is 
currently at risk.

We thus call for: 

• The immediate release of Roman 
Protasevich and his safe return to 
Lithuania.

• The European Commission to impose 
severe sanctions on all the Belarusian 
government officials involved in the 
hijacking of the plane.

• The Member States to keep the 
prohibition to operate civil aircrafts in 
Belarusian airspace for the safety of all 
European citizens while banning all 
Belarusian aircrafts entering European 
airspace.

• A coordinated response between the 
EU and NATO to bring democracy to 
the Belarusian people.

• Increased support to the opposition 
and civil society of Belarus.

“STOP 
LUKASHENKO’S 
TERROR 
ATTACKS”

Presented by
NNGG, JKL, YCGE, 
RMKDM, SM, TLDM
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The first tool for change around the world 
is freedom of thought showcased in free-
dom of expression. If we believe in a bet-
ter future for the civilizations of the world 
and in world peace, freedom of expression 
must be protected in every form especially 
in freedom of the press keeping the rulers 
or governments in check. 

The MENA region has always been and 
partly still is the haven of dictators restric-
ting freedom of speech and suppressing 
the media and the press the way dictators 
did throughout history. Lebanon, depicted 
as the asylum or the haven of freedom of 
the region by Orientalist scholar Henri 
Lammens, has always been an exception. 
Today after the latest revolution, political 
and economic crisis even the freedoms in 
Lebanon are compromised. According to 
Amnesty’s international public statement 
on the 6th of July 2020 the Lebanese go-
vernment has been using the Lebanese 
defamation law to prosecute journalists 
and activists. Most of the arrests and in-
terrogations were made due to a post on 
social media or a tweet under the pretext 
of defaming the president of the Lebanese 
republic or some other parties. After the 
latest Covid-19 lockdown protests erupted 
in Tripoli caused by the economic crisis 
multiplied by the lockdown, protestors 
were met with extreme force and arbitrary 
arrests without evidence according to law-
yers provided by North Lebanon Bar As-
sociation. The civilians accused , were in-
terrogated and tried by the military court 
in clear violation of civilian rights. 

The situation of freedom in the region isn’t 
any better from the one in Lebanon. Ac-
cording to Amnesty’s human rights in mi-
ddle east and north Africa - review in 2019 
recorded 367 human rights defenders be-
ing subjected to detention and 118 to pro-
secution in 2019, i a number of countries 
such as Iran, Saudi Arabia, Israel, Egypt 

and most other states of the region with 
probably more undocumented violations. 

The latest of these violations were aimed to 
control the content of the media, Egypt re-
sorted to censoring the internet, and arres-
ting vocal political activists. Other states 
used phishing attacks targeted against 
human rights activists, and some regions 
in Lebanon controlled by certain parties 
censored certain TV channels.

On the 4th of February 2021, Lebanese ac-
tivist Lokman Slim was shot in southern  
Lebanon, this murder will probably go un-
solved until forgotten just as many more 
activists and political figures were mur-
dered in Lebanon such as Hashem al Sal-
man, Gebran Tweini, Samir Kassir, Pierre 
el Gemayel … none of these murder cases 
were ever solved or any real investigation 
upheld by the Lebanese authorities, these 
murders are a true violation to freedom of 
expression considering that they were tar-
geted because of their opinions. Non-state 
actors may be involved considering their 
involvement in the assassination of Prime 
Minister Rafic Hariri which was proven in 
the International Tribunal of Lebanon. 

We, the European Democrat 
Students (EDS), the official student 
organization of the European 
People’s Party (EPP):

• Believe that the declaration of human 
rights is truly universal and uphol-
ding the UN declaration of human 
rights.  

• Asserting the responsibility of the in-
ternational community in safeguar-
ding human and civil rights where 
they are being violated. 

• Acknowledging that freedoms and 
individual rights are being violated 

42

“PROTECTING 
FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH 
AROUND THE 
WORLD”

Presented by 
LFYA



43

• Call upon the European Union and 
Member States to:

• Support the individual civil rights of 
the MENA citizens.

• Pressurize state actors to safeguard 
civil rights of citizens and prevent any 
violations whether by the state itself 
or by the state non actors. 

• Spear no efforts in safeguarding the 
individual and human rights of the 
citizens around the world 

• Push for an international investiga-
tion in major political assassinations 
when the state fails in upholding jus-
tice as it is supported by article 34 of 
the UN Charter.

 
• Sanction all state and non-state ac-

tors believed to have violated human 
and civil rights.

• Push for the abolition of the use of all 
military and special courts for civi-
lian personnel.  

• Push for de-legitimization of all res-
trictions on access to information. 
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Throughout the years the cases of human 
rights and other gender-based violations 
have been increasing at an alarming rate. 
According to data from the World Heal-
th Organization, 38% of women in Tur-
key were subjected to violence from their 
partners which is much higher than the 
European average which is at 25%. This 
year the Istanbul Convention is celebra-
ting its 10th year anniversary of protec-
ting women’s rights and battling domestic 
violence. Instead of joining forces to adopt 
more protective measures that defend 
these rights as advised by the Council of 
Europe, President Erdogan recently deci-
ded to withdraw from the international 
treaties signed at the Istanbul Convention 
without any parliamentary consent. This 
matter has troubled Turkish civil society 
groups as well as international organiza-
tions worldwide. 

Given the heightened tensions that alre-
ady exist between the EU and Turkey, this 
announcement complicates even further 
the relationship between the two parties. 
Furthermore, the Presidents proclama-
tion clearly echoes the desperation in the 
millions of Turkish voices, especially wo-
men who have been fighting for centuries 
to combat discrimination and violence 
against women. International organiza-
tions worldwide like Amnesty Interna-
tional have been urging Ankara that this 
decision will be disastrous for children 
and women and must be reversed. The 
milestones of goals achieved through the 
Istanbul convention and through the EU’s 
influence are contested with the current 
development of affairs and must be ad-
dressed by EU officials urgently.

The Istanbul Convention mainly addres-
ses topics such as tackling violence against 

women and domestic violence. With-
drawing from the treaties, automatically 
diminishes the efforts of women interna-
tionally to combat discriminatory acts and 
protect their fundamental human rights. 
The United Nations Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights suggests that all human 
beings are endowed with the rights to be 
free human beings without any distinction 
whatsoever concerned with gender, ethnic 
origin, religion, or opinion(Articles 1,2,3). 

Nevertheless, retreat from the Convention 
unavoidably will strangle women’s freedo-
ms in Turkey and oppress their position 
in society and within their homes, increa-
sing uncertainty and insecurity as well as, 
the number of cases of domestic violence 
and gender-based crimes. Additionally, 
women in Turkey have already filled the 
streets with countless protests against this 
decision, condemning the President’s act 
and sending the world early signals that 
the outcome will be negative in the context 
of more physical and mental harm caused 
amongst victims from now on.

Estimations of rates of femicide over the 
last 10 years, claim that they have approxi-
mately tripled. To confirm the situation 
in Turkey, the recent case of Melek Ipek, 
who was a chronic victim of domestic vio-
lence and assault by her husband behind 
closed doors. In one of the torturous ni-
ghts Melek faced, she killed her husband 
on the grounds of self-defence, which was 
fortunately recognized by Turkish courts. 
However, this proves that domestic vio-
lence cases that are unrecognised and not 
reported in Turkey cannot continue un-
noticed and there is still much progress to 
be achieved, compared to EU countries to 
bridge gender-based gaps and other for-
ms of violence against women. Women 
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in Turkey are already suffering from a pa-
triarchal and discriminatory state and ma-
tters will become worse for their rights and 
protection against their partners with the 
recent development they are faced unless 
unitary efforts are not put forward from 
the international community.

Since Turkey is one of the countries with 
close ties to the EU, within the customs 
unions and preferential arrangements that 
exist, European values and ideas must be 
transmitted to the area and instances that 
go against the ideologies that we support 
must not be overlooked for this partners-
hip to remain sustainable in the long run. 
The European pragmatic which is reflected 
within each and every one of our citizens 
must be in accordance with the countries 
that we work with as well. Additionally, this 
is not the first time that the Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan has showed signs of disrespect 
and discrimination towards women exem-
plified in a recent diplomatic meeting with 
EU officials where he did not provide a 
chair for the European Commission’s Pre-
sident, Ursula von der Leyen. Therefore, 
the Turkish President must be urged to wi-
thdraw his decision to remove the country 
from the Istanbul Convention’s criteria, not 
only to protect Turkish woman who will 
not be able to feel safe within their own 
homes and the human rights that belong 
to her and she stands for but also for us, 
European citizens. For the values that we 
stand for and a world we want to see that 
will be free from femicide, discrimination 
against women and countless inequalities 
that weaken European solidarity and inter-
national structures.

We the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student’s organization 
of the European People’s Party (EPP):

• Acknowledge the impact of Erdogan’s 
decision to withdraw Turkey from the 
Istanbul Convention as step back in 
women’s rights and fighting inequality.

• Condemn the President’s decision as 
this may open the door to more gen-
der-based and domestic violence ca-
ses.

• Support the fact that countries in clo-
se partnership with the union should 
respect European values and stan-
dards as well as the member states wi-
thin the EU.

• Call upon the European Union and 
the European Commission to:

• Emphasize the negative impacts of ex-
clusion from the Istanbul Convention, 
especially for Turkish women and 
their rights which are contested.

• Urge the President to withdraw his de-
cision which goes against democratic 
principles and European ideals.
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Since early March, the Russian Federation 
and terrorist groups of pro-Russian 
separatists have been constantly violating 
the ceasefire in the war in the eastern 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine. 
The “comprehensive, lasting and indefinite” 
ceasefire, wich lasted more than half a year, 
with certain exceptions, has significantly 
reduced the number of shelling and 
deaths. However, after the unilateral break 
of the truce by the pro-Russian separatists, 
more than 30 Ukrainian soldiers have 
died. These losses add to the 14,000 deaths 
from the war in eastern Ukraine since it 
began in 2014. Although Ukraine fully 
fulfills the obligations laid down under 
the Agreements of Normandy Contact 
Group, including the Minsk Agreements, 
the Russian Federation is consistently 
avoiding fulfilling any of its commitments. 
Together with continuous provocations of 
representatives of the Russian-controlled 
separatists in the Trilateral Contact Group 
and ignoring of the OSCE meetings by 
the Russian Federation, this has led the 
negotiations to deadlock.
 
At the same time with escalating the war 
in eastern Ukraine, the Russian Federation 
have been amassing thousands of its 
troops close to the Ukrainian border and 
on the annexed Crimean Peninsula. The 
culmination of this two-months-military 
build-up was the concentration of 150,000 
troops, more than ever before, including 
military equipment used for offensive 
operations. Although, the Russian officials 
have announced a military pullback, 
Russia still has about 100,000 soldiers 
deployed near its western border with 
Ukraine and in annexed Crimea. Along 
with deployment of numerous navy 
vessels, including landing boats and 
artillery warships that are being moved 
from the Caspian Sea to the Black Sea 
under the guise of military exercises, 
huge Russian military presence near the 

Ukrainian borders and in the occupied 
territories of Ukraine poses a serious 
threat to the military security of Ukraine.

Along with the accumulation and 
threatening manoeuvres of its troops along 
near the border with Ukraine and in the 
occupied territories of Ukraine, the Russian 
Federation continuous its hybrid war 
against eastern European states. Among 
other crimes, the Russian Federation does 
not hesitate to use its diplomats as spies, 
its secret agents to brutally kill opposition 
leaders and its enemies with nerve agents 
everywhere, including western Europe; 
to blow up military warehouses in 
Czech Republic, member state of NATO, 
and to support inhuman authoritarian 
regime of Lukashenko in the Republic of 
Belarus. The most recent consequence 
of this support has become a hijacking 
of an EU airplane, Ryanair flight FR4978 
from Athens to Vilnius by Belarusian 
authorities with one concrete goal – to 
arrest Roman Protasevich, an activist and 
one of top opposition leader. The fact that 
the self-declared president of Belarus Mr. 
Lukashenko is ready to use state’s military 
power, including a fighter aircraft, to hijack 
planes is horrifying and demonstrates 
the true value of human’s life for Mr. 
Lukashenko. The recent decision of the 
Russian Federation to cancel flights from 
France and Austria that were supposed 
to avoid Belarusian airspace shows the 
unconcealed support of the Belarus 
dictatorship by the Russian authorities.  

These cases are just recent examples of 
Russian deeply unfriendly European 
policy, however there are more of them 
with much older history. Thus, in the 
ongoing occupation of Georgia’s Abkhazia 
and Tskhinvali (South Ossetia) Regions, 
there is continued illegal installation of 
new barbed-wire fences by Russian troops 
on a daily basis extending the occupation 
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line deeper into the Georgian controlled 
area, kidnapping and illegal imprisonment 
of Georgian citizens by Russian troops on 
a regular basis.

Another example is Moldova, where 
Russian military exercises have also taken 
place, namely in the breakaway region of 
Transnistria. Military manoeuvres by the 
Operational Group of Russian Troops 
(OGRT) carried out combat exercise 
scenarios including the destruction of 
armoured vehicles and low-flying vehicles 
of an imaginary enemy.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents (EDS), the official student or-
ganization of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):

Recognising 

• The United Nations General 
Assembly Resolution 68/262 
“Territorial integrity of Ukraine”.

• The European Parliament resolution 
2014/2627(RSP) on the invasion of 
Ukraine by Russia.

• Emergency Resolution on Ukraine 
adopted by the EPP Congress, Dublin 
(Ireland), 6th -7th March 2014.

• Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe resolution 1633 
(2008) “The consequences of the war 
between Georgia and Russia”.

• European Council conclusions on 
Belarus, 24 May 2021.

Acknowledging

• Unilateral escalations of the war in 
eastern Donetsk and Luhansk regions 

of Ukraine by the Russian-controlled 
terrorist groups.

• 7 years of Russia’s occupation of the 
Crimean Peninsula - autonomous 
republic and an integral part of 
Ukraine

• 13 year of Russia’s occupation of 
Georgia’s Abkhazia and Tskhinvali 
Regions.

• Russia’s unconcealed and 
comprehensive support of the Belarus 
dictatorship.

Call upon

• The Russian Federation to 
immediately withdraw in full its 
troops from the Ukrainian borders 
and occupied territories of Ukraine.

• The Russian Federation to start 
fully respect the principles of, 
and obligations laid down under, 
international law and immediately 
start the prosses of de-occupation of 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of 
Ukraine and the Crimean Peninsula 
as well as Abkhazia and Tskhinvali 
Regions of Georgia.

• Belarus authorities to immediately 
release Roman Protasevich and other 
political prisoners.

• The European Union and NATO 
Member States to keep close attention 
on the massive build-up of the 
Russian troops along the Ukrainian 
borders and to provide all possible 
support and assistance to Ukraine.

• The European Union to investigate 

the possible involvement of Russian 
special services in hijacking of 
the Ryanair flight by the Belarus 
authorities.

• The European Parliament to impose 
sanctions on the “Nord Stream 2” gas 
pipeline as the project of the Russian 
Federation with the main goal to 
undermine energy independence 
and security of the European Union.
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In recent days, arrest warrants have been 
issued in Bolivia against former president 
Áñez, ministers of her interim government 
and other former authorities. As a result, 
the former president and two of her 
ministers have already been arrested. These 
are worrying developments that are being 
closely monitored by the European Union 
and other international organizations in 
the base of the interim OAS (Organisation 
of American States) mission report. 
That report had identified substantial 
shortcomings of the electoral process, 
notably the unexpected interruption of 
the publication of the voting results, that 
undermine the necessary credibility and 
transparency among other 

The accusations are related to the events 
of 2019, when after the massive electoral 
fraud committed by Evo Morales and his 
government, Añez was legitimately and 
constitutionally appointed president, which 
it was a decision approved by Bolivia’s 
constitutional court, after Evo Morales 
resigned from his position and fled the 
country. 

The political background of Evo Morales is 
overly concerning: An ultra-left politician 
who has failed to act against drug trafficking 
in Bolivia, adopting a passive attitude that 
has made the country’s criminals strong. 
Also, there has been a great controversy for 
having had sexual encounters with, at least, 
one minor.

After taking office, Yañez called for 
elections which were held in 2020. The 
current president, Luis Arce, is considered 
a puppet of Evo Morales who is persecuting 
and imprisoning the opposition, won that 
elections and decide to allow the return of 
Evo Morales without having in regard their 

pending charges for the events of 2019. This 
is reminiscent of the sad story that has been 
taking place in Venezuela these last years 
ago, which led the country to be subjected 
to a dictatorship. The links between the 
Maduro’s regime and the Evo Morales’ 
political party are well known for all the 
international and regional actors.

This is a list of the politicians, human rights 
activists, former officials and civil servants 
being prosecuted by the current leftist 
government in a dangerous drift towards 
authoritarianism:

• Carlos Mesa
• Jose Antonio Quiroga
• Carlos Alarcón 
• Waldo Albarracín 
• Juan Flores  
• Luis Fernando Camacho 
• J. Martín Delgado 
• Amparo Carvajal 
• Roxana Lizárraga 
• Jerjes Justiniano 
• Marco Antonio Pumari 
• Mario Aguilera 
• Germán Antelo 
• Rómulo Calvo Bravo 
• Fernando Larach
• Com. Willian Kalliman 
• Com. Fernando Cardozo 
• Com. Antonio Trapero 
• Com. Flavio Arce 
• Cor. Aníbal Rivas Guzmán 
• Cor. Fernando Calderón 
• Cap. Humberto Tomovichá
• Cap. Luis Alberto Toro
• Cap. Sergio Orellana 
• Cap. Vladimir Yuca 
•  Cap. Ramiro Peñaloza 
• Cap. Daniel Veizaga 
• Gen. Raúl Hurtado Lazo 
• Al. Sergio Condori Alas
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• M. Alejandra Serrate
• M. Lourdes Lanvidar 
• Jeanine Añez Chávez 
• Álvaro Coimbra
• Yerko Nuñez 
• Rodrigo Guzmán
• Fernando Llapiz 
• Arturo Murillo 
• J. Antonio Issa 
• Daniel Humerez 
• Oscar Ortiz 
• CAP. Julio Cámara 
• Fernando López 
• Carlos Valverde Bravo 
• Guido Melgar 
• Edgar Villegas 
• Ximena Galarza 
• Ernesto Monasterio 
• Cristóbal Roda 
• Mariano Aguilera 
• Roger Revuelta 
• Nelson Condori 
• Jhanisse V. Daza 
• Jorge Quiroga 
• Roberto Quispe Kilassaya
• Ronald Feeney Justiniano

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student organiza-
tion of the EPP call for:

The end to human rights violations that 
can be made by the Bolivian government 
during these imprisonments and prosecu-
tions denounced.

The international community to guarantee 
the independence of the judiciary and the 
transparence of the process.

A delegation of the European Union to 
control the situation and defend the rights 
of Bolivian citizens.

The European External Action Service 
to support the OAS monitoring of the 
situation in Bolivia.

Purpose to the Council of the European 
Union the adoption of the appropriate 
sanctions if deemed necessary to press the 
current Bolivian government to end their 
persecution of the Bolivian civil society.

The support of the political parties, 
democratic movements, and the Bolivian 
civil society to their fight for freedom and 
against populism.
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Over the years, higher education 
institutions have developed policies and 
support for pregnant staff members.

However, the majority of higher education 
institutions don’t have similar policies and 
support for pregnant students.

Without any specific support mechanism 
in place for students during pregnancy 
and maternity they are often left to rely 
upon arrangements made with individual 
staff members regarding deadlines or 
class attendance. A NUS research found 
out that 59% of student mothers did not 
feel supported by the university during 
their pregnancy and faced problems such 
as being forced to withdraw from their 
course for a certain period and, therefore, 
taking longer than intended to finish their 
degree. 

Despite the fact that some countries 
offering financial aid for students, most 
countries don’t have a clear or consistent 
funding entitlements for student parents. 
The NUS research states that lack of 
financial help could lead to student 
parents, especially single mothers, to apply 
for hardship funds or additional debt. For 
instance, 61% of single mothers had taken 
debts other than student loans because 
their living costs exceeded their income.

In addition to this, most student parents 
were studying fulltime due to the financial 
penalties they could receive if they studied 
part-time. 

A model example is Norway, where every 
higher education offer help regarding 
pregnancy and maternity. In addition 
to this, pregnant students can apply for 
additional student loan while studying and 
until 7 months after finishing a degree. By 
doing this, it will facilitate students with 
babies to complete their studies while 

raising a family as well as making it easier 
to have a baby after finishing a degree and 
before getting a job. 

Considering the fact that the birth rates are 
decreasing in Europe, offering additional 
financial aid for student parents could 
make it more attractive to start a family. In 
addition to this it would combat the aging 
population EU is facing. 

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, official student organization 
of the European People’s Party (EPP):

• Recognize the need to develop 
policy and procedures on supporting 
students during pregnancy and 
maternity to ensure that students are 
not discriminated against and receive 
appropriate information on support. 

• Recognize the barriers of traditional 
course organization and how 
alternatives should be offered 
regarding pregnancy and maternity. 

• Recognize the need to offer additional 
financial aid for student parents. 

• Recognize the need for higher 
education institutions to consider 
offering childcare. 

• Recognize the need to establish policy 
specific to the university context.

Therefore, the EDS calls upon mem-
ber states of the EU:

• To encourage member states to 
introduce policies and support for 
pregnant students. 

• To implement the directive in their 
legislation.
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On the 4th of august, 2020, the people 
of the world witnessed a nuclear-scale 
explosion that shredded through the 
capital of Lebanon, Beirut. 2750 tons 
of ammonium nitrate, equivalent to 1.1 
kilotons of TNT, had been stored in the 
government owned port of Beirut since 
2014, and lead to this massive explosion.

In the aftermath of the explosion, 202 were 
confirmed dead, more than 6,500 injured, 
and more than 300,000 were left homeless. 
The explosion added to the economic crisis 
that the country was already going through 
as well as the nationwide protests against 
the corrupt few that are taking the country 
to the abyss. Add the Covid-19 pandemic, 
which the whole world is struggling with, 
on top of all that, and you get a picture of 
utter despair, a humanitarian crisis by all 
means. The explosion led to the violation 
of human rights by all means, as described 
by the UN charter as well as the Charter 
of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union.

International and national aid was 
provided immediately in the hours to days 
following the explosion, and the whole 
Lebanese community rushed to help in 
the process of rebuilding the capital. One 
question was always on the people’s minds; 
“What exactly happened?”

In the days following the explosion, 
President Michel Aoun announced that 
the results of the preliminary investigation 
would be revealed in 5 days, but none 
were ever issued. The investigation was 
referred to the domestic court despite 
victims’ families’ and activists’ plea for an 
international investigation into the event.

More than 2 months since the explosion, 
the domestic investigation has failed 

to yield any credible results into what 
occurred. Both Amnesty International and 
Human Rights Watch commented on the 
matter and stated that it is clear that these 
investigations are “neither independent 
nor impartial”. Both NGOs also agreed on 
the fact that an international investigation 
should be instigated in order for clear and 
transparent results to be reached.

Furthermore, a petition signed by more 
than 10,000 individual affected by the 
Beirut explosion demanding international 
investigation has been delivered to the UN 
Special Coordinator for Lebanon mid-
September 2020.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents (EDS), the official student or-
ganization of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):

• Recognize that a domestic investigation 
in the case of the Beirut explosion has very 
low hopes of yielding valuable results.

• Understand the need for an international 
investigation for a clear and a transparent
course of action.

Call upon the European Union to:

• Support the demand of the Lebanese 
people for an independent, transparent 
and impartial investigation.

• Press for an international investigation 
as it is supported by article 34 of the UN 
Charter.

• Form a commission of investigation 
to assess responsibilities in relation to 
the explosion and the resulting deaths, 
injuries and destruction and to make its 
findings public.
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Millions of Belarusians refused to put 
up with the fraudulent presidential 
elections in August 2020 and the fake 
results announced by the Central election 
committee. Hundreds of thousands of 
Belarusians participated in peaceful 
demonstrations against it. Still, the 
response of the police was aggressive and 
cruel: several people were killed, hundreds 
were crippled, thousands were beaten 
hard and tortured in prisons. The regime 
started more than two thousand three 
hundred criminal cases against citizens, 
who express their disagreement with 
the actions of the authorities. There are 
two hundred and eighty nine prisoners 
recognized as prisoners of conscience, 
many more are under long-term arrest 
awaiting trial. More than forty thousand 
Belarusians passed through administrative 
arrest, where they were tortured for weeks 
or were fined in an equivalent of multiple 
average monthly salaries.

Belarusian universities also actively 
protested against falsification, violence 
and torture. Hundreds of professors 
and students have faced discrimination, 
dismissal, fines, violence, harassment, 
arrests and various forms of intimidation 
due to the peaceful expression of their civil 
position. Terror in universities has become 
unprecedented. In some universities the 
administration called a special purpose 
police unit which violently detained 
students and blocked them in the premises 
against their will.

Today there are at least one hundred and 
ten illegally expelled students in Belarus. 
Many students and teachers are pressured 
to withdraw applications and petitions. 
Students are forced to write voluntary 
expulsion applications. Expelled male 
students are often immediately drafted into 
the army violating all laws and procedures.
Universities discourage the creation of 

independent trade unions that provide 
social and economic assistance to victims 
of repression. On March 2nd, the chairman 
and secretary of the primary union 
organization of students of the Belarusian 
State University were abducted. The 
secretary was subjected to administrative 
arrest, the telegram channel of the trade 
union was hacked by the authorities. On 
March 5th, there was a breakdown of the 
unionited congress of the primary trade 
union student organizations. More than 
thirty people were abducted from the event 
and four were subjected to administrative 
arrest.

The worst part of this saga is that the most 
active students are subject to criminal 
prosecution for their social activities. At 
the moment at least thirty criminal cases 
have been opened against students, many 
of them are awaiting a “trial” under arrest 
since November. Several have already 
been sentenced to years in prison. A dozen 
students face up to three years in prison for 
allegedly “organizing mass riots”, although 
they have collected signatures under open 
petitions, participated in student strikes 
and administered social networks. Their 
“trial” will take place very soon and there is 
no doubt that it will not be impartial or fair. 
Each of them needs support and attention 
from the international community.

We, European Democrat Student 
(EDS), the official student organi-
zation of Europeans People’s Party 
(EPP):

• Condemn the persecution of 
peacefully demonstrating Belarusian 
citizens and the abuse of their 
fundamental rights.

• Support Belarusians’ human rights 
of freedom of expression, speech and 
peaceful assembly.
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Acknowledge the political motives 
behind decisions made at the Belarusian 
courts, universities and other institutions 
implementing the sanctions against 
politically active citizens.

Call on the European Commission 
and the Member States to:

• Strongly express solidarity with tea-
chers and students who have become 
victims of academic repression and 
those who continue to express solida-
rity with dismissed and detained stu-
dents and colleagues.

• Review and accordingly adjust the 
existing agreements with the adminis-
tration of Belarusian universities, and 
the Belarusian Academy of Sciences to 
protect fundamental academic values   
and the rights of Belarusian colleagues 
and student.

• Strengthen support programs for dis-
missed workers and expelled students 
so that they can continue to participa-
te in the learning process

• Consider the possibility of bringing 
individuals involved in violating aca-
demic freedoms to personal sanctions.

• Refuse to cooperate with governmen-
tal trade unions which participate in 
repression.

• Support independent trade unions.
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Antisemitism is a phenomenon that has 
been evident for centuries and is a growing 
problem in European society today. It 
involves the racial discrimination of Jewish 
people as well as ignorance or denial of the 
Holocaust and its devastating effects upon 
the Jewish community.  In order to be 
able to combat this issue, we must define 
antisemitism itself and thus adopt such a 
definition as an organisation focused on 
upholding democracy and human rights.
 
Working Definition of Antisemitism

In 2015, the Committee on Antisemitism 
and Holocaust Denial of the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
(IHRA), reached a consensus on a non-
legally binding working definition of 
Antisemitism and proposed the world-
wide adoption of this definition. They 
suggested the following definition, 
including the 11 stated examples:

“Antisemitism is a certain perception of 
Jews, which may be expressed as hatred 
towards Jews. Rhetorical and physical ma-
nifestations of Antisemitism are directed 
toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals 
and/or their property, toward Jewish com-
munity institutions and religious facili-
ties.”

Contemporary examples of antisemitism 
in public life, the media, schools, the wor-
kplace, and in the religious sphere could, 
taking into account the overall context, in-
clude, but are not limited to:

• Calling for, aiding, or justifying the 
killing or harming of Jews in the name 
of a radical ideology or an extremist 
view of religion.

• Making mendacious, dehumanizing, 
demonizing, or stereotypical allega-
tions about Jews as such or the power 

of Jews as collective – such as, espe-
cially but not exclusively, the myth 
about a world Jewish conspiracy or of 
Jews controlling the media, economy, 
government or other societal institu-
tions.

• Accusing Jews as a people of be-
ing responsible for real or imagined 
wrongdoing committed by a single 
Jewish person or group, or even for 
acts committed by non-Jews.

• Denying the fact, scope, mechanisms 
(e.g. gas chambers) or intentionality 
of the genocide of the Jewish peo-
ple at the hands of National Socialist 
Germany and its supporters and ac-
complices during World War II (the 
Holocaust).

• Accusing the Jews as a people, or Is-
rael as a state, of inventing or exagge-
rating the Holocaust.

• Accusing Jewish citizens of being 
more loyal to Israel, or to the alleged 
priorities of Jews worldwide, than to 
the interests of their own nations.

• Denying the Jewish people their right 
to self-determination, e.g., by clai-
ming that the existence of a State of 
Israel is a racist endeavour.

• Applying double standards by requi-
ring of it a behaviour not expected or 
demanded of any other democratic 
nation.

• Using the symbols and images asso-
ciated with classic antisemitism (e.g., 
claims of Jews killing Jesus or blood 
libel) to characterize Israel or Israelis.

• Drawing comparisons of contempo-
rary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis.
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• Holding Jews collectively responsible 
for actions of the state of Israel.

Antisemitism is still an issue that many 
Jewish people experience today, which 
limits their life opportunities, interferes 
with their daily lives, damages their mental 
health and, in some cases, results in phy-
sical harm. It is a totally unreasonable and 
unjustifiable ideology that we must seek to 
root out from society. 

Since the IHRA’s agreement on the non-le-
gally binding working definition of Antise-
mitism, more and more organisations have 
begun to announce their adoption of the 
above definition, including the European 
Youth Forum, European Student’s Union, 
21 European governments as well as the 
European Parliament and European Com-
mission.

Growing the international recognition of 
the definition can act as a cornerstone to 
raise awareness of this issue in order to join 
the fight against this form of discrimina-
tion directed against a particular ethnic 
group or nation.

We call upon the representatives of 
EDS to:

• Agree on EDS’ adoption of the non-le-
gally binding definition of Antisemi-
tism, including the 11 stated examples, 
provided by the IHRA.

• Commit to spread more awareness wi-
thin member states to combat and fi-
ght against antisemitic discrimination.
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The COVID-19 pandemic has proven to 
affect people and countries indiscrimina-
tely, transversing borders and communi-
ties throughout the world and the Euro-
pean continent. This wide-spread crisis 
has affected at unprecedented levels peo-
ple’s health, both physically and mentally. 
An individual’s mental health is just as 
crucial as their physical health for main-
taining a certain standard of living. It is 
important therefore to analyse what can 
we do for our fellow citizens to support 
them while respecting all safety measures 
and complying with the governments’ sa-
fe-distancing regulations?

Freedom of Movement and Mental 
Health

Since the beginning of the pandemic, peo-
ple all around the globe have been living 
under fear and uncertainty, whether this 
comes in the form of losing their jobs or 
not knowing if they will see their loved 
ones again. This is especially the case for 
the older members of society. Furthermo-
re, the uncontrolled surge of ‘fake news’ 
and over-exposure to the media in today’s 
globalised world is adding more pressure 
and uncertainty to households as they do 
not know anymore what is true and what 
to believe about the virus. Self-isolation 
and limits on freedom of movement are 
undoubtedly important in minimising 
the spread of the virus. However, having 
to deal with an unhappy and alienated 
population within your nation state is 
also a major issue. Deprived of their ba-
sic human rights to move freely and to 
interact with their social circles, students 
have to face today’s reality of studying re-
motely and transfer their lives to a digital 
platform, in essence, while young profes-
sionals have to accept the conditions of 

temporary unemployment or reduced wa-
ges by employers. The issue becomes even 
worse for the members of society that are 
victims of domestic violence and cannot 
escape from this situation due to move-
ment restrictions.

In many European countries, mental heal-
th services are facing the issue of having 
to give-up their resources since they were 
needed for Covid-19 cases. In Madrid, for 
example, many mental health beds were 
given up for emergency COVID patients, 
and this required mental health patients 
to be moved to private clinics or the or-
ganisation of home visits for some cases, 
according to the UN. However, a unified 
approach would be more efficient in taking 
quicker and more substantial action, with 
common policies and ground-rules across 
the EU. Member states and governments 
could work together to make sure that 
Emergency Mental Health and Support is 
easily available in our communities

Economic Uncertainty

It is the duty of member states to attempt 
to implement several policies that will take 
into account people’s mental health and 
wellbeing - without abandoning the ne-
cessary precautionary regulations in pla-
ce to prevent the spread of COVID. This 
must be done by also taking into conside-
ration that preventative policies damage 
the economy and by default this leads to a 
deteriorated state of mental health among 
citizens. 

Specifically, the governing authorities 
should make sure that workers are not 
exploited by employers by reducing their 
hours without mutual consent or by being 
fired during the pandemic on the grounds 
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of a reduction in demand for a product, in 
the face of a future economic recession that 
lurks during or after COVID. If there is no 
way of this being avoided, states should 
at least increase financial support for the 
unemployed or assist them in finding new 
occupations by offering more information 
on job vacancies. This will prevent their 
mental health from deteriorating.

In terms of psychological support during 
the pandemic, setting up a European 
Mental Health Support campaign and 
promoting it accordingly throughout 
member states would be a quick and 
practical solution to the increasing 
levels of depression and anxiety in our 
communities.  The role of this campaign 
is to reach out to as many people as it can, 
to spread awareness on the significance 
of mental health protection and offer 
tips/information within online flyers by 
experts in the field of psychology on the 
matter. In addition to the above, member-
states of the EU, in coordination with 
each other, can offer online Questions 
and Answers or therapy/consultation 
meetings where anyone in the EU can 
request to see a psychologist and set-up 
a session free-of-charge or with reduced 
costs. This can be done either by asking for 
psychologists that are willing to sacrifice 
some hours of their time to volunteer 
for this task or provide for each member 
state to devote some funding towards this 
purpose so as to attract experts from their 
country or the rest of Europe to begin the 
programme. 

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student organisa-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP), call upon EU authorities to:

• Develop a strategy to combat the 
negative effects of the restrictions 
on the mental health of citizens 
as part of the national strategy for 
combating the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This strategy may include, but is not 
limited to, the following specific 
measures.

• set up the psychological support 
groups via online meetings for 
citizens to contact psychologists and 
speak to them for free via government 
subsidies or at a reduced price.

• ensure that employability and 
working conditions are maintained 
up to standard in accordance with the 
law in the respective states.

• create more informative campaigns 
that contain tips for mental health 
protection during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

• address the issue of misinformation 
and fake news regarding the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the media 
and give an opportunity to citizens to 
read relevant information provided 
by a government.

• The Coronavirus Response Funds in 
EU member states, should include 
specific and additional funding 
aimed directly for mental health. 
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I’m Viktor Opsomer, 23 years 
old and last year I graduated 
at Ghent university, where I 
finished a master in EU-stu-
dies. Currently I work at the 
Belgian ministry of foreign 
affairs. In EDS I represent 
CDS Belgium and I’m also the 
co-chair of the WG PfE.

he studies in Genoa where 
he obtained the Bachelor’s 
Degree in International and 
Diplomatic Sciences in 2018. 
Currently, Rodolfo is gradua-
ting for the Master’s Degree in 
International Sciences and of 
Cooperation, curricula in In-
ternational Relations and Eu-
ropean Studies, with deep in-
terest for History, Geopolitics 
and International Law of the 
Sea. This is his second year-
term as Co-Chair. During the 
W.Y 2019/2020 he shared the 
co-chairmanship in the Wor-
king Group on Gender Equa-
lity. At national level, Rodolfo 
is involved with his italian 
colleagues in long-term acti-
vities concerning the right of 
study and the safety of school 
and university buildings. In 
StudiCentro, organization in 
which is involved since his se-
condary school years, covers 
the position as Bureau Mem-
ber and Regional Coordinator 
for Liguria Region

is a lawyer at a top ranked 
law firm in Spain working 
in the M&A department. He 
studied Business Adminis-
tration and Law at ESADE 
(Barcelona, Spain) and two 
masters (Master in Laws and 
Master in International Bu-
siness Law) at the same Uni-
versity.  He has also studies 
in universities like St. Gallen 
Universität, Georgetown Uni-
versity or King’s College. He 
is currently a co-chair of the 
Policies for Europe Working 
Group and member of the na-
tional executive committee of 
NNGG (Spain).

Viktor Opsomer
CDS, Belgium

Rodolfo Biancheri 
STUDICENTRO, Italy

Ramon Riera
NNGG, Spain
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The European Pillar of Social Rights is the 
social strategy by the EU to make sure that 
the transition towards a sustainable future 
as well as a recovery from covid is occurring 
in a socially just way. The idea of the pillar 
was launched by the Juncker Commission 
and was proclaimed by the Parliament, the 
Council, and the Commission at the EU 
top-summit in Gothenburg in 2017. The 
aim of the social pillar is “delivering new 
and more effective rights for citizens. It 
builds upon 20 key principles, structured 
around three categories”. 

These categories are:

• Equal opportunities and access to the 
labour market.

• Fair working conditions

• Social protection and inclusion

Originally, the purpose of the social pillar 
was to act as a compass and reference 
framework for national reforms to 
make the European labour market more 
coherent between member states.

However, now the upcoming initiatives 
by the EU Commission are expanding the 
Union’s power by launching several legally 
binding initiatives in the context of the 
social pillar. An example is the minimum 
wage directive, which was proposed by the 
Commission in October, which lacks a 
legal base and is contrary to the principle of 
subsidiarity. Furthermore, other proposals 
regarding pay transparency and the right 
to disconnect have been discussed and 
will probably be launched in a foreseeable 
future. 

The Portuguese presidency has made the 
social pillar a top priority and on 7 May 
2021 EU Heads of State or Government, 
EU institutions, social partners, and 
other key stakeholders are invited to a 

Social Summit in Porto to discuss how to 
strengthen Europe’s social dimension.

The goal by the EU of equal opportunities 
and fair working conditions is something 
most would agree on. We recognize the 
need to create coherence in the European 
labour market and that the EU should 
facilitate this. Therefore, non-binding 
recommendations may be beneficial for 
both the member states and the whole 
union. However, we are concerned that 
the social pillar is used to move power 
and authority from the member states 
to the European Union. Social affairs are 
primarily a matter which is best regulated 
on a national level and therefore, the 
expansionist tendencies need to stop.  

We, European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official students’ 
organisation of the European 
People’s Party:

• Acknowledge that the matter of social 
affairs is a competence best practised 
by each respective EU member state. 

• Acknowledge the need for coherence 
within the common market on the 
social area but reckon that initiatives 
in the framework of the social pillar 
should be non-binding for member 
states. 

Therefore, we, European Democrat 
Students (EDS), the official students’ 
organisation of the European People’s 
Party:

• Call upon European institutions and 
member states stop the proposal of 
minimum wages.

• Call upon European institutions and 
member states to stop any legally 
binding initiatives in the framework 
of the Social Pillar.
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Whilst some parts of Europe have seen 
significant successes in the distribution of 
vaccines, there is a danger that distribution 
will be unequal, particularly in the wider 
European area. This could lead to more 
waves of the virus, economic uncertainty, 
impact on trading, tourism and movement 
of goods and people. This motion aims 
to provide a series of proposals to widen 
the distribution of the vaccine in the 
European neighbourhood, especially with 
those countries which are not currently in 
the EU and those which have committed 
to donating vaccines, such as Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Norway and the UK. 

In the Western Balkans (WB), the only 
governments to have started vaccination 
programmes are Albania and Serbia. 
Despite Albania securing 500,000 Pfizer 
doses, the majority of these doses are not 
expected until the autumn and will not 
cover the population enough. Serbia has 
so far succeeded in giving 8 doses of the 
vaccine per 100 people. 

Elsewhere in the Balkans, however, North 
Macedonia is due to receive doses from 
Serbia and Russia. There are reports that 
they will also receive doses of Astra-
Zeneca, through COVAX, but this is not 
yet confirmed. Bosnia will rely upon the 
COVAX programme, funneled through 
Croatia. Montenegro, initially signalling 
they would use COVAX, have now 
negotiated a supply of Sinopharm which is 
due to arrive.  

In the Eastern Partnership countries, the 
WHO and the EU have launched a 40m 
Euro programme to support Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, 
and Ukraine. As of now, the vaccination 
programme has just commenced in 

Moldova, whilst Ukraine will receive 
8 million doses by the spring. In the 
Caucasus, Armenia and Georgia are 
struggling to secure western vaccines and 
are relying on COVAX.

The Lebanese government intends to 
inoculate 80% of its population, yet it has 
only purchased and is due to recieve, 6.3 
million doses. This is enough for about 
half of the Lebanese population.  

The EU has created a sharing mechanism 
to facilitate member states’s sharing of 
doses outside of the EU, allocating 70m 
euro to this, as well as contributing more 
than €850 million for COVAX, including 
€500 million from the EU budget.  

With the varying levels of vaccine stocks, 
there will be parts of the European 
neighbourhood where mutation of the 
virus can occur, which could potentially 
undo the progress of the vaccination efforts 
in other European nations. Moreover, it 
is our responsibility as a region to work 
together. The EU alone has ordered about 
2.3 billion vaccines, whilst the U.K has a 
vaccine portfolio of 340 million doses. 
Given the extent to which these portfolios 
outsize the respective populations of the 
EU and U.K, the space for distribution 
amongst neighbouring countries with 
smaller vaccine portfolios is a possibility.  

Vaccine sharing should start as soon as 
possible. For example, with the U.K due 
to finish their vaccination programme by 
the end of July and the EU by the end of 
the summer, it should be possible well 
before the end of the year to start better 
distributing vaccine stocks amongst 
nations with smaller vaccine portfolios. 
The UK, with its world leading genome 
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facilities, robust vaccination deployment 
efforts and a strong pharmaceutical sec-
tor, is well placed to offer significant con-
tributions to a pan-European approach to 
vaccine distribution.  

Governments across Europe should have 
already invested significantly in vaccine 
production, vaccine centres, vaccine 
distribution staff and so on. We must re-
double our efforts, across the continent, 
investing the maximum possible in 
vaccine production facilities, the creation 
of more vaccination centres, the hiring of 
staff to maintain them and all necessary 
infrastructure therein. In Lebanon, for 
example, the government should double 
the number of vaccination centres 
it has and seek to better involve the 
private sector in distribution - providing 
such involvement is monitored by an 
independent committee, according to 
the guidelines of the Ministry of Health 
and the vaccine source is approved by the 
WHO or reference countries. 

To ensure that any vaccine progress is not 
undone by the entry of variants that might 
be resistant to vaccines administered, we 
must ensure that as a group of nations 
we agree on a set of rules for streamlined 
travel policies and standards for entry. 
We should also aim to agree on testing 
requirements and quarantine length upon 
entry.  

The EU has agreed on a reconstruction 
package and has provided significant 
economic assistance already to the 
EaP and the Western Balkans (see 
appendix). Countries outside of the EU, 
especially the UK with its large amount 
of vaccines, must collaborate in providing 
a joint European reconstruction package. 

Norway, for example, has agreed to donate 
a particularly large proportion of its 
vaccines. The continent must ensure that 
no country is left behind as we transition 
from this stage in the pandemic. 

In order to overcome further complications 
of this pandemic, to try to avoid the 
harm created by a future pandemic and 
to monitor the vaccine distribution, 
economic reconstruction whilst sharing 
best practice, a committee of delegations 
from all the above countries should be 
formed. Health and economic ministers 
would be represented, with delegations 
meeting at least once a quarter.

We, European Democrat Students, 
the official student organisation of 
the European People’s Party (EPP): 

• Recognise the importance of trans-
national co-operation in combating 
COVID-19.

• Recognise our duty to one another, our 
solidarity and our interdependence.  

• Are aware that vaccine distribution is 
the greatest task of this century so far.  

• Are aware of the difficult transition 
period between economic assistance 
being lifted, as restrictions relax due 
to greater vaccine distribution.

• Acknowledge the risk of another 
wave of the pandemic. 

Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon 
the EU, EEA, EFTA, UK, WB, EAP, to,  

• Form a permanent ministerial con-
ference, aimed at ensuring optimal 

co-operation, sharing best practices 
and better combating pandemics in 
the future.

• Formulate a joint reconstruction plan 
for the wider European neighbour-
hood.

• Agree on a synchronised travel policy 
and standards. 

• Invest further in vaccine distribution 
and production,.

• Call for maximum involvement from 
the UK government in all efforts.

• Call for all governments to involve 
themselves as fully as possible in soli-
darity and co-operation.

• Call for sharing of vaccine stocks as 
soon as possible. 
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There has been a judicial blockade going 
on for two years, as the General Coun-
cil of the Judiciary (GCJ) has not been 
renovated as needed to ensure a proper 
functioning of the organ and its legal 
and organizational capacities. The GCJ is 
the constitutional body that exercises the 
government functions of the judiciary in 
order to guarantee its independence. This 
situation has compromised the judicial 
power, as this organ is the one responsible 
for the appointment of different important 
roles in the judiciary power, such as the 
Supreme Court judges.  

The government coalition composed by 
the social democrats (PSOE) and the 
communists (PODEMOS) has recently 
appointed Dolores Delgado, a former so-
cialist Justice minister, as the new Attorney 
General. This appointment has been criti-
cized due to the political background of 
Dolores Delgado, as she holds an essential 
position to the correct functioning of the 
judiciary power, making her appointment 
a total threat of intrusion by the socialist 
government to one of the essential pillars 
that hold Spain, which is the full indepen-
dence of powers. The Attorney General 
has already shown how much her political 
views are influencing the judiciary system 
by preventing submitted complaints about 
the mismanagement of the socialist gover-
nment during the COVID-19 pandemic.
   
In addition, this appointment itself is con-
trary to the Spanish Constitution as it is 
established on Art. 127.2: “the law will es-
tablish the regime of incompatibility of the 
members of the Judiciary Power, which 
must ensure their total independence”. 
Furthermore, according to the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation, this decision is “an 
unusual event that immediately generated 
serious doubts about the future indepen-
dence of this important institution from 
the interests of the government and the 
[PSOE] party.

 By the end of October, the government an-
nounced a reform of the General Council 
of the Judiciary on the designation of the 
judges who form it, that is included in the 
Spanish Constitution. The composition is 
as follows: the Supreme Court President, 
twelve recognized judges designated by 
the own judiciary power, four proposed by 
the Senate and the remaining four propo-
sed by the Congress of Deputies.
  
The reform itself pretends to reduce the 
parliamentary majority (from qualified 
majority from 3/5 to simple majority) to 
appoint the judges who will form the GCJ. 
The problem of reducing the required ma-
jority threshold is that whoever has the 
parliamentary majority monopolises the 
election and, in the end, it will not be by 
consensus.
  
Another remarkable fact on this reform is 
the formal way the government has hand-
led this essential matter for the spanish 
democracy. The government will present 
the change as a bill, rather than as a draft 
law. By this procedure it is avoided the 
submission of reports from the GCJ itself, 
from the Council of State and the Fiscal 
Council, thus speeding up the process 
and preventing any of these bodies from 
expressing their opposition or concern on 
this bill.  

The significance of these two issues lies in 
the direct undermining of the judiciary. It 
damages the Rule of Law and affects the 
full indepence of powers as it is one of the 
pillars of any full democracy as they are 
conceived. The reform leaves the choice of 
court appointed judges to a simple majori-
ty easily identifiable with any government, 
diminishing the indepence of the GCJ and 
the control from the judiciary to the exe-
cutive. And must be remembered that ju-
dges are meant to be independent bodies 
that seek to safeguard the independence of 
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the GCJ and the control from the 
judiciary to the executive. And must be 
remembered that judges are meant to be 
independent bodies that seek to safeguard 
the independence of the judiciary which, 
in turn, is a condition sine qua non for 
an effective fight against corruption and 
from any undue influence.

In terms of spanish legislation, it directly 
violates Art. 122.3 and Art.127.2 of the 
Spanish Constitution.

Concerns about the reform have spread 
rapidly among spanish judges and 
judiciary organisations, as stated in a 
statement the Professional Association 
of the Judiciary or as distinguished 
magistrates have declared. Also, many 
personalities or official bodies of the 
European Union have shown great 
concern on it as, for instance, Angela 
Merkel did it publicly.

The Konrad Adenauer Foundation 
qualifies the reform as a “threat” 4 to the 
judiciary independence and to the Rule of 
Law. Christian Wigand, the spokesperson 
for the EU’s Commissioner for Justice and 
the President of GRECO (Group of states 
against corruption) are others who have 
raised their voices against undermining 
the independence of the spanish judiciary.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student organiza-
tion of the European People’s Party:

• Recognize that the recent 
appointment of Dolores Delgado, a 
former Justice minister, as the new 
Attorney General is a total threat of 
intrusion by the socialist government 
to the judiciary independence.

• Believe that the reform of the 
GCJ which pretends to reduce the 

parliamentary majority to appoint the 
appointed court judges undermines 
the judiciary.

• Acknowledge the will of the 
government of trying to avoid the 
control of the Judiciary by presenting 
the change as a bill, rather than as a 
draft law.

• Reflect our concern that the 
aforementioned reform damages 
the Rule of Law and affects the full 
independence of powers. 

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student organiza-
tion of the European People’s Party:

• Encourage the socialist government 
to follow the proper procedure 
to ensure a democratic reform in 
compliance with the constitutional 
principles and values that characterize 
Spain’s democracy and independence 
of powers.

• We advise the cessation of Dolores 
Delgado as Attorney General and her 
replacement by a Attorney General 
who is neutral and guarantees judicial 
independence.

• Remark the importance of Member 
States, European institutions and 
other agents’ need to express the 
disagreement on the way of handling 
such an essential matter to the 
Spanish democracy, as it directly 
violates the Spanish Constitution 
and threatens the Rule of Law and 
the independence of the judiciary in 
Spain.
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Introduction

The positive externalities that come 
from Social Media are numerous. People 
who have lost contact for years are able 
to find one another again, it has never 
before been so easy to get a taxi or a meal 
delivered, almost everything is a few clicks 
away. However, every new technology 
also brings negative externalities, it is 
imperative that we mitigate these negative 
externalities without losing the positive 
ones. This motion will try to explain how 
the negative externalities of Social Media 
look like and how we - as young digital 
natives - think we should go about them. 
Getting into this, it is of course necessary 
to discuss what is already happening 
within the policy field.

For more than ten years we observed a 
huge spread of information technology: 
the need for people to stay in contact with 
their peers overcoming their physical 
distance has become increasingly pressing 
and necessary. This need was satisfied 
by the introduction of social media 
platforms. The proliferation of these led 
to a consequent phenomenon, which is 
the multiplication of  data sources . An 
average user, when registering on one of 
these platforms, transfers his sensitive 
data to the free use of the service provider, 
whether they are name, surname, social 
security number, residential address, 
telephone number, etc. This amount of 
information has created, over time, a new 
business model based on the purchase 
and sale of data of individuals registered 
on those platforms that have seen their 
earnings grow, thanks to the fact that the 
legislation at the time did not provide 
any form of discipline on the subject. 
Social media platforms often generate the 
majority of their revenue through selling 
hyper targeted advertising based on 
algorithmically mining every second. 

Negative externalities

Suicide and self-harm rates in young 
people on the rise

Across Europe there has been a rising 
number of self harm incidents and suicide 
amongst teenagers . Norwegian research 
shows an increase from 4.1% to 16.2% in 
self-harm prevalence was observed from 
2002 to 2017/18. The use of digital pla-
tforms and social media have changed 
dramatically along with the ways in which 
teenagers spend their leisure time, their re-
lationship with parents, their attitudes and 
future perspectives seem to have changed.
This has led an increasing amount of 
scientists to connect the rising suicide and 
self harm numbers to digital and social 
media usage.  The controversial documen-
tary ‘Social Dilemma’ tries to make the 
connection between these two phenome-
na very clear . 

Whereas adults often are able to distingui-
sh the digital world from reality, teenagers 
do not have the same ability at a time whe-
re their personality and self-image is still 
taking shape.

Polarization

A good amount of polarization, difference 
in opinion and diversity in perception is 
imminent for a good and healthy demo-
cracy to work. A good democracy even 
requires disagreement, conflict and argu-
ment. However, the red-line between cap-
tivating disagreement and using violence 
and hate to obtain a goal should always be 
very clear in order for democracy to func-
tion.

We should not be tempted to think that 
people today disagree more often on po-
litics than they did in the past. What is 
however a growing problem, is that people 
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via digital and social media are more of-
ten exposed to hate, without any context 
or frame. Social Media is fanning the fla-
mes of hate  and making profit out of it. 
On twitter so-called ‘fake news’ spreads 6 
times faster than ‘real news’ . With a bu-
siness model built on advertisement it is 
logical that social media algorithms cho-
se posts that trigger over posts that just 
inform. This can have very negative side 
effects. Riots and protests based on cons-
piracy theories and false information have 
become frequent. Recent examples can 
be found in assaults on 5G infrastructu-
re, growing anti-vaccine movements that 
endanger public health and the ‘America-
nization’ (e.g. BLM, ‘white supremacists’, 
‘QAnon’, ‘cancel culture’ and ‘cultural 
appropriation’ debates) of our European 
domestic debate. Also terrorism thrives 
on social media, the very recent terrible 
example of the beheaded teacher Samuel 
Paty is the last example in a long list of 
terrorist attacks. The teacher received an 
enormous amount of hate inspired by 
radical islamism via social media before 
he was beheaded. We should also keep in 
mind that ‘ISIS’ used social media to keep 
contact with followers and recruited a lot 
of young people through its online chan-
nels. All these phenomena make it easy 
for foreign countries to interfere in our 
democracies, to influence and impact pu-
blic debate in a way that is not transparent 
enough, not democratic enough. 

What Europe is doing and can do 
better

General Data Protection Regulation

The GDPR (“General Data Protection Re-
gulation”) applies since May 25th, 2018 
in the EU. The aim of this new legislation 
was to strengthen data protection safe-
guards, provide stronger rights to consu-
mers, increase transparency and to ensure 

that all the companies and individuals in-
volved in the processing of data are held 
accountable and responsible. The need for 
the GDPR is due to the growing impor-
tance of data in the world economy  and 
its complications related to the consent 
and the loss of control of consumers’ data 
who increasingly value their privacy and 
the security of their data . The approval of 
the GDPR in the EU was a first step that 
was highly recognized by the rest of the 
world, especially by the UN Secretary Ge-
neral, Antonio Guterres .

The GDPR aims to ensure a high level of 
protection of personal data while provi-
ding the necessary flexibility to accom-
modate different approaches such as their 
use for scientific research purposes. This 
flexibility was well proven during the Co-
vid-19 pandemic where some tracing apps 
were launched to the market allowing a 
practical solution while ensuring a high 
level of protection of personal data .

A Communication of the European Com-
mission of 2020  scrutinized the applica-
tion of the GDPR during these last two 
years in the EU and arrived to the conclu-
sion that it has strengthened data protec-
tion of EU citizens and guaranteed a free 
flow of personal data inside the EU; but 
some important improvements need to be 
incorporated:

1. The cross-border enforcement of the 
GDPR rules is done by different inde-
pendent data protection authorities in 
the Member States that cooperate in 
cross-border cases and within the Eu-
ropean Data Protection Board (“the 
Board”). They have made use of fines 
(from thousands to millions) and other 
measures such as bans on processing, 
which are considered to have a higher 
deterrent effect; but the authorities have 
not made use of all the tools available for 

them and there is an important need to 
make the handling of cross-border cases 
more efficient and harmonized inside the 
EU.

2. There are inconsistencies between na-
tional guidelines and the EU guidelines.
 
3. It is considered that the resources 
allocated to data protection authorities 
should increase. Due to the mechanism to 
designate the “lead authority”, the so ca-
lled “one stop shop” system, which grants 
the condition of “lead authority” to the 
data protection authority of the main pla-
ce of business of the company under in-
vestigation, countries like Luxembourg, 
Ireland and others  are handling very im-
portant cross-border cases and they may 
need larger resources than their popula-
tion otherwise suggests. The Commission 
has continued to stress the importance of 
sufficient allocation of financial, human 
and technical resources to data protection 
authorities 

4. Acknowledges a degree of fragmenta-
tion due to the extensive use of faculta-
tive specification clauses Member States 
are required to legislate in some areas. 
Not only is there fragmentation, but it is 
considered that the level of cooperation 
between the authorities from the different 
Member States could be improved.

5. The importance was highlighted for in-
dividuals to be able to control their data 
through the facilitation of exercising their 
rights in this area. 

6. SMEs have several problems in the 
application of GDPR, in relation to the re-
gulatory burden that it creates, therefore it 
is key to provide tailored codes of conduct 
that not entail disproportionate costs but 
also to consider if certain provisions (low 
risk) should be applicable to them .
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Introduction

Privacy is not only about the triangular 
relationship between citizens, companies 
and the government. It is also increasingly 
important between governments 
themselves, as big data shows to be an 
attractive tool for outside interference. 
Transnational cybercrime (e.g. identity 
theft) and warfare (e.g. hacking of 
ministries) are both sharply on the rise.    
A trend that is exacerbated by the digital 
state caused by the current pandemic. 

A very painful and recent example 
occurred when the European Medicines 
Agency (EMA) in December revealed 
that its systems had been breached and 
information about the BioNTech/Pfizer 
coronavirus vaccine was “unlawfully 
accessed” in the attack. After documents 
had leaked online, the agency said that 
hackers had “manipulated” information in 
documents they obtained in a cyberattack 
and later leaked those on fora on the 
dark web.  Recent information shows 
that also North Korea was actively trying 
to hack Pfizer.  Cyberattacks on critical 
infrastructure, such as pharmaceutical 
companies and health institutions, are 
more and more recurrent. It is clear 
that these events in cyberspace have a 
direct impact on the privacy, health and 
wellbeing of all European citizens.

National and EU security strategies

A hopeful trend however, is that by now 
almost all EU member states’ security 
strategies take into account the importance 
of mitigating hybrid threats and preventing 
cyberattacks and cyberterrorism from 
being successful. In this way the awareness 
of the possible dangers is increasing. This 

also applies to the EU Security Union 
Strategy, where the following two top 
priorities have been identified:

“Cyberattacks have become more frequent 
and sophisticated. By the end of the 
year (2020), the Commission should 
complete the review of the Network and 
Information Systems Directive (the main 
European cybersecurity legislation) and 
outline strategic cybersecurity priorities to 
ensure the EU can anticipate and respond 
to evolving threats. In addition, the 
Commission has also identified the need 
for a Joint Cyber Unit as a platform for 
structured and coordinated cooperation.” 

On the 16th of December 2020 the 
Network and Information System 
Directive (NIS) was indeed reviewed and 
the NIS2 was presented. However, the 
Joint Cyber Unit is still not materialized, 
hitherto only a roadmap has been made . 
This brings us directly to the key issue of 
cybersecurity in Europe. There is a good 
legal framework, well-developed strategies 
and clear capabilities, yet there is very 
little coordination of those capabilities 
between the level of the various member 
states and the EU. It is the very purpose 
of the Joint Cyber Unit to ensure the most 
effective response to cyber threats using 
the collective resources and expertise 
available to Member States and the EU. It is 
paramount that this goes beyond the usage 
of buzzwords. The very different national 
strategies of EU member states can after all 
best be linked together when it comes to 
the important issue of cyber security. 

The European Union is unique when it 
comes to the support of multilateralism. 
It is the actor par excellence that has the 
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responsibility to create international 
norms constraining the use of virtual 
societal warfare. So, in addition to 
coordinating the efforts of the member 
states, the Joint Cyber Unit can become 
a stepping stone towards further 
international governance.

Many European Countries have all also 
relied on NATO for this purpose, through 
its different facilities and departments 
such as the “NATO Cooperative Cyber 
Defence Centre of Excellence” (An R&D 
and training facility for cyber defense 
purposes in Estonia) NATO protects 
members of the Alliance.

Critical infrastructure

Protecting European citizens’ privacy 
goes hand in hand with protecting our 
critical infrastructure. When reflecting 
on critical infrastructure, policy makers 
usually think about reshoring critical 
resources and production (e.g. rare 
earths, antibiotics, energy, etc.). However 
it is equally important to make sure that 
our critical infrastructure can work in 
a safe and secure environment. Thus, 
cyber security is on top of the list when 
talking about our critical infrastructure 
due to the fact that all these sectors make 
use of computers and, therefore, can be 
potentially breached by outsiders in cyber 
security terms. 

For example; the location of the EMA 
- be it in Amsterdam, Barcelona or 
wherever in the EU - would have made 
no difference in terms of cyberspace. 
Potential cyber-attacks can originate 
in any country and impact the whole 
world. To work in a comprehensive way 
and with a bit of foresight, policymakers 

have to acknowledge that the first step in 
securing critical infrastructure is creating 
a safe and secure cyberspace. Only then 
we can protect the privacy, security and 
well-being of our citizens. It is a critical 
parameter in order to secure our critical 
infrastructure from the different threats 
posed by criminals or other governments.

It is clear that the barrier between public 
and private endeavors and responsibilities 
is blurring. National security will rely 
on the cooperation of private actors as 
much as it does on public investments, 
their continuous mutual learning and 
cooperation is key to achieve good 
standards of cyber-protection from time 
to time. The technologies and techniques 
of this type of conflict are increasingly 
available to a wide range of actors. Private 
power in this realm matches and, in some 
cases, even exceeds public power.  In 
the decision-making process regarding 
critical infrastructure, this should be taken 
into account. In order to stand against 
cyberwarfare between governments, close 
cooperation with the private sector will be 
necessary. It should be noted that private 
companies cannot exceed the power 
and control mechanisms of states in this 
field. As NATO has mentioned several 
times: “The private sector is a key player 
in cyberspace. Technological innovations 
and expertise from the private sector 
are crucial to enable NATO and Allied 
countries to mount an effective cyber 
defence”. 

Conclusion
   
That is why, we, the European 
Democrats Students, the official 
student organisation of the 
European People’s Party (EPP):

• Mainstream the idea of thinking 
about cyber security when talking 
about critical infrastructure, cyber-
space is already a new environment 
where wars are constantly happening.

• Create sufficient room to work 
together with companies who possess 
critical infrastructure in order to 
stand against cyber warfare. A strong 
EU network of different public 
and private actors, from different 
backgrounds (academical, defense, 
public sector, IT experts, etc.) must 
be built.

Call upon the EU Commission and 
the Member States to: 

• Work towards more coordination 
between member states when it comes 
to cyber security infrastructure.

• Materialize and give a clear mandate 
to the Joint Cyber Unit, in order to 
be prepared for the dangerous cyber 
threats that many companies and 
institutions in the EU are dealing 
with.

• Harmonize national security 
strategies when it comes to cyber 
security and hybrid threat, working 
closely with our allies.

• Work to create international 
standards constraining the use of 
virtual societal warfare together with 
our partners in the UN.  
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7. Stresses the importance of a strong and 
effective enforcement of GDPR vi-a-vis 
large digital platforms. Including in areas 
such as micro targeting, it is an essential 
element to protect individuals. For this 
purpose, it is essential to have harmonized 
enforcement and regulation in different 
Member States within the framework of 
GDPR. As an example, the Irish IDPC does 
not have a track record of robust enforce-
ment of data protection rules.

8. There should be a more vigorous 
approach towards foreign operators and 
their responsibilities under GDPR, even if 
they do not have an establishment in the 
EU.

9. Synergies between trade and data pro-
tection instruments should be further ex-
plored to ensure free and safe international 
data flows, which are essential for business 
operation, competitiveness and growth of 
European companies (including SMEs).

All in all, it is clear that GDPR has been a 
huge step towards the protection of EU ci-
tizens’ data, but some important improve-
ments have to be made.

One of the main concerns regarding data 
protection is the micro-targeting of EU 
citizens with manipulative purposes and 
to interfere in the democratic processes of 
the EU and its Member States. Many elec-
tions and referendums already suffered 
from such interferences.  While it is true 
that some companies promote the respect 
of personal data as a way to differentiate 
themselves from the competition, the truth 
is that the big tech companies have been in-
volved in different data scandals lately such 
as “Cambridge Analytica” and pose a threat 
to our democratic values.

Digital Influence Machine (DIM) and 
social media rules in the electoral 
context

In the report “Weaponizing the digital 
influence machine: The political perils 
of online ad tech” by the Data & Society 
Institute, it is argued that web publishers, 
ad platforms and other intermediaries 
have created a structure of data collection 
and targeting capacities that is refereed in 
the paper as Digital Influence Machine 
(“DIM”). The use of DIM to target weak 
points of groups or individuals where they 
are more vulnerable for strategic purposes 
is considered as a weaponization of this 
infrastructure. It is very effective in displa-
ying certain ads only to the audience who 
is most receptive, but at the same time it 
is important to contain any possible blow-
back by limiting the part of the audience 
that reacts negatively to these ads.

There are three main reasons (shifts) 
identified as the enablers of political ma-
nipulation through DIM: The decline of 
professional journalism; the expansion of 
financial resources devoted to political in-
fluence; and the growing sophistication of 
targeted political mobilization in a regu-
latory environment with little democratic 
accountability.

Moreover, the paper identifies three main 
strategies on how DIM pivots to mani-
pulate the political sphere: Mobilizing 
supporters through identity threats; di-
viding an opponent’s coalition; and leve-
raging influence techniques informed by 
behavioral science.

As a matter of fact, DIM strategies cannot 
change the deep beliefs of the people who 
are affected, but DIM allows to amplify 

their beliefs, existing resentments or fears; 
basically rising emotional stakes regar-
ding a certain issue of interest for those 
running a DIM infrastructure. These stra-
tegies and techniques can offer a certain 
margin of advantage in an election to tho-
se willing to engage with it. 

It is therefore clear that DIM could be 
used for dubious purposes that subvert 
the main principles of democracy by in-
fluencing the public through certain te-
chniques that somehow lead the public to 
premeditated conclusions or opinions.

Finally, the report highlights the impor-
tance of institutional policies and legal 
regulations to mitigate the harm of such 
strategies.  Some solutions offered by the 
report is to ensure an explicit, non-coer-
cive user consent for viewing any political 
ads part of a split-testing experiment and 
to create ethical guidelines for political 
advertising developed in collaboration 
with independent committees represen-
ting the different stakeholders.

With regard to this, the European Com-
mission has published a guidance on the 
application of Union data protection law 
in the electoral context  to regain the trust 
of the public in the cleanness of the electo-
ral process. Recent reports stated that the 
specific target political advertisement has 
a growing impact   and the deficient com-
pliance of political parties with GDPR 
framework (a transparent, legal and loyal 
treatment of data used only for specific 
purposes); There is especially a big issue 
related to the consideration of “sensible 
data” (article 9.1 GDPR and the complian-
ce of the necessary requirements). It is sta-
ted that national authorities should make 
use of the tools available to ensure GDPR 
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compliance during the electoral process, 
specifically regarding micro-targeting po-
litical advertising.

The guidance sets out different mechanis-
ms for the different actors in the electo-
ral process (political parties, foundations, 
platforms, data analytic companies and 
public authorities):

1. Proactive responsibility: The organi-
zation responsible has to implement the 
necessary measures from the beginning 
and be able to probe its compliance with 
GDPR. For example, establishing a due 
diligence process to evaluate that the ob-
taining of the data given by data brokers is 
legitimate under GDPR, otherwise these 
data must not be used.

2. Special conditions for sensible data: Its 
treatment is forbidden unless an exemp-
tion applies. There has to be an explicit 
consent from the person whose data is be-
ing processed (indicating the specific legi-
timate purpose) or when the data is publi-
cly available. For example, a political party 
would not be able to use sensible data that 
was obtained for commercial purposes by 
a third party.

3. Transparency requirements: In many 
cases people are not aware of who is pro-
cessing their personal data and for which 
purposes. The people affected need to be 
informed about key aspects such as: the 
identity of the data processors, the purpo-
ses, the recipients of the data, the sources 
when they are not obtained directly from 
the person, if there are automated deci-
sions and any other necessary informa-
tion to guarantee a loyal and transparent 
processing of data. This communication 
is required to be clear, easily accessible, 
transparent and specific; also, it has to be 
focused not only on the phase of obtai-
ning data but also on every process phase 
of data.

4. Profiling, automated decisions and mi-
cro-targeting: Profiling people is a way to 
automate the data obtained to analyse or 
predict peoples’ characteristics. It is very 
useful to engage in micro-targeting adver-
tising, showing a personalised advertising 
to each “profile”. This way of engagement 
has aroused different problems (for exam-
ple, identifying easily influenced people), 
it is considered that it can create a “sig-
nificant” effect on the person and it has 
very restrictive requirements. Specifically,  
micro-targeting political advertising can 
only be done when it is expressly consen-
ted by the target person. 

5. Security and accuracy of personal data: 
The necessary means and techniques need 
to be in place to ensure that sensible data 
is protected by the responsible individuals 
or companies in charge of processing the 
data. Moreover, inaccurate data has to be 
erased or modified immediately and mo-
dified when necessary.

6. Impact evaluation on data protection: 
especially when the data processing has a 
high risk of affecting rights of the people 
involved, such as when sensible data is 
processed at large scale.

Even though these clear guidelines are 
set, it is clearly not enough to prevent the 
manipulation of the public regarding po-
litical matters, they only refer to specific 
actions and specific actors. Other issues 
such as fake news and tricky algorithms 
can cause problematic consequences such 
as polarization of the population, mislea-
ding messages and ultimately making de-
mocracy vulnerable to social media.

Cookies & Electronic Communica-
tions Directive

A widely known way of gathering data is 
through cookies on the internet, in that 

regard it is important to highlight the 
Privacy and electronic communications 
Directive (2002/58) where in article 5.3 it 
is established that: “Member States shall 
ensure that the use of electronic commu-
nications networks to store information 
or to gain access to information stored in 
the terminal equipment of a subscriber or 
user is only allowed on condition that the 
subscriber or user concerned is provided 
with clear and comprehensive informa-
tion in accordance with Directive 95/ 46/
EC, inter alia about the purposes of the 
processing, and is offered the right to refu-
se such processing by the data controller. 
This shall not prevent any technical sto-
rage or access for the sole purpose of ca-
rrying out or facilitating the transmission 
of a communication over an electronic 
communications network, or as strictly 
necessary in order to provide an informa-
tion society service explicitly requested by 
the subscriber or user” (further clarifies 
by Recitals 24  and 25). 

Basically, the Directive recognises that 
the use of cookies raises privacy risks for 
users while recognising the existence of 
legitimate purposes. It is important to re-
mind the extra - territorial scope of these 
rules which apply not only to the EU but 
also to companies established outside the 
EU.

In the recent communication regarding a 
European Strategy for Data  it is highligh-
ted that data is a key element in the future 
growth of the EU, and therefore it is an 
opportunity and not a threat, if the neces-
sary rules are applied. Specifically it refers 
to some of the following points: 

The EU should create an attractive poli-
cy environment so that, by 2030, the EU’s 
share of the data economy corresponds to 
its economic weight. The aim is to create a 
single European data space where perso-



70

nal as well as non-personal data, 
including sensitive business data, are 
secure and businesses have easy access 
to an almost infinite amount of high-
quality industrial data, boosting growth 
and creating value. 

In that European Space, it is imperative 
that EU legislation related to protection 
of data can be enforced effectively, and 
where all data-driven products and 
services comply with the relevant norms 
of the EU’s single market. 

It aims to balance the flow and wide use 
of data, while preserving high privacy, 
security, safety and ethical standards.

Points out market imbalances in relation 
to SMEs that do not have this “data 
advantage” that big corporations have, 
due to the fact that they are able to 
process a massive amount of data.

Finally, the designation of the authority 
responsible according to article 56 of the 
GDPR is meant to choose the national 
authority that would be considered 
“principal authority” and will lead the 
investigation of any case infringing the 
regulation, the criteria to choose that 
authority is the main place of business 
of the company involved. The usual 
procedure is that during a cross-border 
investigation, a committee involving 
all affected Member States is created in 
order to investigate the case and the EU 
experts assist them.

This procedure has proven to have 
a certain margin of improvement, 
especially related to the harmonization 
of enforcement, the available resources 
and how efficient a case is handled by 
national authorities. A better approach 
to deal with infringements of GDPR in 
cross-border cases  would be a similar 

scheme to the one used in competition 
law where above certain standards the 
only competent authority (with certain 
tools for flexibility) is the European 
Commission. The idea would be to 
modify this article in relation to the 
“one stop shop” rule and set those clear 
standards to indicate when data breaches 
or infringements of GDPR would have 
to be assessed by an EU level authority. 
That would clearly help in many ways 
the current process: increasing resources 
(there won’t be these inconsistencies 
where little countries have to lead 
the case on giant tech groups), more 
harmonized enforcement of relevant 
cases (the sanction will be one) and a 
more efficient approach to the case (the 
centralization of information will likely 
create many synergies that will speed the 
process and clarify some aspects).

Losing control over data 
 
Social Media is not leading us to a 
‘big-brother society’. However, as this 
motion describes in great detail, we have 
somehow lost control of what big data 
and an entirely new business model is 
doing to our society. We strongly believe 
that big entrepreneurs, the inventors 
of big tech we all so benefit from, like 
Mark Zuckerberg had no bad intentions 
or could have foreseen how big an idea 
would become. When data is collected 
through an algorithm, the algorithm 
grows more strong every time new data 
comes in. Like AI, the algorithm trains 
itself through the data it possesses, it 
obtains the goal it is designed to achieve 
more and more easily. This process is 
exponential and has a dynamic that 
explodes easily. It is up to our political 
institutions to keep this dynamic in 
check, to make sure that we can enjoy all 
the benefits of the data we all generate, 
while still being in control of our own 

data.  Informing users in the best possible 
way is key. 

As inspiration, this motion gathers some 
best practices:

Guidelines on social media, food for 
thought to avoid polarization and 
misleading information

Display an ad every time that a user 
accesses a social media app where 
political content can be displayed, 
where it is established clearly that you 
could be subject to micro-targeting 
ads, the existence of fake news and 
the acknowledgment of a possible 
“ideological bubble” in the news feed 
according to you.

• Do not allow users to share news 
when they have not been read, e.g. 
when the user did not even click on 
the article.

• The displayal of an alert related to 
links to news published by media 
companies which are not considered 
“reference” in the general public.

• Limit the activity of the users 
suspected to be bots until a clear 
and transparent verification of their 
identity is made.

• Ensure that a clear consent is 
given in accordance with GDPR, 
displaying clear scenarios about the 
depth of the data collected and their 
possible recipients.

Conclusion

That is why, we, the European 
Democrats Students, the official 
student organization of the 
European People’s Party (EPP):
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• Warn about the polarization Social 
Media is creating within Europe, 
while at the same time emphasizing 
the problematics of the creation of a 
‘Ministry of Truth’.

• Acknowledge the rising suicide and 
self-harm rates amongst young peo-
ple that can be connected to Social 
Media usage.

• Declare the existance of a lack of 
transparency and consent in data ga-
thering techniques.

• Consider key the cooperation be-
tween Member States’ authorities and 
a harmonised enforcement of measu-
res in cross border cases of data pro-
tection infringements.

• Highlight the need to ensure suffi-
cient resources for data protection 
authorities.

• Recognize the positive externalities 
Social Media have, while wanting to 
mitigate the clear negative ones.

• Call upon the EU Commission and 
the Member States to:

• Explore the possibility of a Digital 
Tax following the internationally 
agreed upon OECD roadmap, based 
on the amount of data processed in 
order to fight the current incentives 
of tech corporations to process mas-
sive amounts of data.

• Acknowledge the clear room for im-
provemtn highlighted in the Com-
munication by the European Com-
mission (2020) to the European 

Parliament and the Council: “Data 
protection as a pillar of citizens’ em-
powerment and the EU’s approach to 
the digital transition - two years of 
application of the General Data Pro-
tection Regulation”.

• Prevent the impact digital influence 
machines (DIM) have on public opi-
nion by the increase of transparency 
and more content rules to prevent 
users from negative externalities. 
This Prevention needs to go beyond 
the application of the current Euro-
pean Union data protection law in 
the electoral context, which is clear-
ly not enough and some important 
points are also missing.

• Harmonize the way existing policy 
initiatives are enforced in the EU, e.g. 
a better approach to deal with infrin-
gements of GDPR in cross-border ca-
ses is to use the model of European 
competition law; where above certain 
standards the only competent au-
thority is the European Commission 
(with certain tools for flexib
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The travel issue, even within EU borders, 
devastating issue, which affects in gene-
ral the EU economy, seeing forward the 
upcoming touristic season too, from the 
general impact in the economies, specific 
sectors like tourism will suffer like never 
in the past. Precisely, worth of mention 
is also, the future of the seasonal work 
opportunities for students, wherewith the 
current situation can not be employed be-
cause the travel bans and procedures. This 
also, does not only affect the economic 
sector, but could have a bad impact on the 
psychological aspects of people, characte-
rised by the necessity to return back to the 
normality.

The Coronavirus vaccination certificate 
that has been proposed by letter, to the Pre-
sident of the European Commission Mrs. 
Ursula Von der Leyen and the EU leaders 
by the Prime Minister of the Hellenic Re-
public, Kyriakos Mitsotakis  is a proposal 
to establish a common European certifica-
te for people vaccinated against Covid-19, 
aims at facilitating transport and a gradual 
return to normality, while simultaneously 
providing an additional incentive for the 
vaccination of European citizens.

Proof of vaccination could help countries 
open up faster, say Europe’s airlines, hote-
liers and the continent’s hard-struck travel 
agencies. Recently, the Secretary General 
of the United Nations World Tourism Or-
ganisation called for countries to adopt di-
gital vaccination passports, which he said 
would get the world traveling again .

The issue of vaccination certificates was 
discussed during the last European Coun-
cil by EU leaders, but there was reluctance 
to commit to any plans , up until the 17th 
of March when the European Green Cer-
tificate got the green light from the Euro-
pean Commission . 

In the meanwhile, in Greece, the gover-
nment has taken a step forward with the 
publication, on January 18, of a Joint Mi-
nisterial Decision (1163/18.1.2021)  that 
establishes a digital vaccination certificate, 
with the name, the surname, the Social Se-
curity number, the date of vaccination (1st 
and 2nd session), the vaccine centre and 
the type of vaccine .  

This proposal aims to be applied as a Eu-
ropean-wide and beyond vaccination 
certificate, focusing on the re-start of our 
economies . 

The European coordination on COVID 
should have a centralized approach to the 
COVID challenge, clearly defining where 
its interference stops and when the mem-
ber states take over. 

Even if there is no EU consensus yet, on 
how to utilize the vaccination certificate, 
the application has to be Europe-wide and 
beyond to maintain the effectiveness. 

In conclusion and related to travel, an-
ti-vaxxers and conspiracy theories, a vac-
cination certificate would result in the 
further motivation of the EU population 
to get vaccinated.

The Vaccination Certificate will be a con-
crete control mechanism to find out whe-
ther a person has been vaccinated or not. 
Nevertheless, the tackle of vaccination 
pessimism and the harmful conspiracy 
theories that surround it have to be affron-
ted with such procedures.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student organisa-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP): 

• Recognise the importance of a centrali-
zed approach to the COVID challenge.

70

 “IMPLEMENTA-
TION OF A COM-
MON COVID-19 
VACCINATION 
CERTIFICATE”

Presented by 
DAP-NDFK



73

• Recognise the necessity of a common 
vaccination certificate.

• Taking into consideration the proposal 
of the Hellenic Prime Minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis.

• Acknowledge the WHO’s call for the 
adoption of the digital vaccination pass-
ports.

•Acknowledge the need to re-start our 
economies.

• Acknowledge the fact that the Euro-
pean Green Certificate should be granted 
to those who have been vaccinated with 
the approved by the European Medicines 
Agency vaccines.

Therefore, the EDS calls upon the 
EU Member States to:

• Consulate with the European Centre 
for Disease Prevention and Control, the 
World Health Organisation, the Health 
Security Committee and the European 
Medicines Agency.

• Agree on a common vaccination certi-
ficate.

• Tackle vaccination scepticism and fake 
news.

• Collaborate for the benefit of all Euro-
pean citizens.

• Ensure that there will be no discrimina-
tions between those citizens who have the 
Green Certificate and those who do not.
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In order for the youth to be able to start 
their life on their own two feet, or to be 
able to move separately from their parents, 
financial ease could be a huge benefit. 
Besides university studies the majority of 
the people have the willingness to work in 
their spare time, but the salary they earn is 
not even close to the salary of a full time 
worker. We cannot leave out the fact that 
most of the student are already around 
the age of 25 when they get their first 
full time, well paying job. Taking these 
into consideration, we can clearly see, 
that tax exemption is an effective tool for 
supporting the youth on their way to have 
an independent life.

Taking the hungarian example, young 
employees under the age of 25 are exempt 
from personal income tax from the 1st 
of January 2022. This measure is likely to 
have a number of beneficial effects, on one 
hand working abroad for financial reasons 
are expected to be less attractive, on the 
other hand this step is going to be effective 
to prepare the youth financially for their 
life after university. There are also some 
member states as examples where this 
measure has already been introduced. For 
instance  in Poland, in Croatia and now in 
Hungary from 1st of January 2022.

In Poland the new tax regime isn’t just a 
measure to stimulate the employment 
market, but also a response to the economic 
migration of skilled workers from Poland 
to western Europe, which began in the late 
20th century with the fall of communism. 
In 2019, the exodus of young workers is 
threatening to damage Poland’s long-term 
economic growth as demographics are 
unbalanced and employees struggle to find 
personnel for critical roles. Research by 
the United Nations suggests that Poland’s 

population could drop by 40% by 2050 if 
the trend continues. 

Eligible employees are exempt from paying 
the standard 18% personal income tax on 
gross annual earnings up to 85,528 Polish 
zlotys (equivalent to €20,072).

The Croatian Government has also decided 
to exempt young people from emigrating. 
Unlike the Polish Government, a band 
discount was put in place in Croatia. 
Young people under the age of 25 receive 
full tax exemptions, while 26 to 30-year-
olds receive 50 per cent - in both cases the 
average salary is capped.

In Hungary 6.2% of employees would 
benefit from the personal income tax 
exemption. According to the latest data, 
the average wage is currently just under 
HUF 400,000 (equivalent to €1142,85). 
For such a wage, 60,000 HUF (equivalent 
to €171,42) is deducted from the employee 
per month, without discounts, and in the 
end, after deduction of social security 
contributions, the worker receives a net 
wage of HUF 266,000 (equivalent to €760) 
The tax exemption allows you to receive 
HUF 326,000 (equivalent to €931.42) per 
month and 720,000 HUF (equivalent to 
€2057,14) more money per year, so 22,6% 
more money would stay in the pocket of 
the youth. 

We, European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student’s organi-
zation of European People’s Party 
(EPP) recognizing:

• That in order to young people to be 
able to start their own independent 
lives as soon as possible, financial 
support such as PIT exemption is one 
of the most beneficial measures.
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• As for wages, the personal income 
tax exemption is a significant amount 
which can be a serious amount of sa-
vings for the youth.

• Supporting the youth financially also 
benefits the economy of the particu-
lar state.

Call upon the European Union, the 
European Commission and the Mem-
ber States to:

• Provide the exemption of PIT for 
young employees.

• Consult youth advocacy organisa-
tions on the relevant income limit.

• Form a common agreement, and in-
troduce the above stated measure Eu-
rope wide. 
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is a 24 years old Business Mana-
gement graduate from Univer-
sité Saint Joseph de Beyrouth 
(USJ). She is currently will be 
pursuing a Master’s degree in 
Marketing. Interested in poli-
tics & hiking. She is member of 
the Lebanese Forces Youth As-
sociation (LFYA) foreign affairs 
bureau & Co-chair of the Gen-
der Equality Working Group 
2020-2021 of EDS .

is currently finishing her Mas-
ters of Law at the Universi-
ty of Vienna with a focus on 
Human Rights, International 
Commercial Arbitration as 
well as Mediation. Since 2019, 
she is working as a paralegal 
at one of the most renowned 
Austrian law firms in dispu-
te resolution and real estate. 
After being elected as student 
representative at the faculty of 
law for over 13.000 students 
when she was 18, she foun-
ded the “Unit for Equality” as 
a permanent official student 
body at the faculty of law. Her 
interest in (gender) equality 
started while working on her 
charity project “Be Human” 
that has yet equipped over 
1200 children in the desert 
villages of Alexandria, Egypt, 
with basic knowledge in hy-
giene, reading and writing as 
well as self-defense

was born in Brussels, Bel-
gium. He’s currently studying 
Economics with specialisation 
in Business and Finance, at 
the Athens University of Eco-
nomics and Business. He is a 
member of the International 
Secretariat of DAP-NDFK/
ONNED. Recently he inter-
ned at the Hellenic Parliament 
and is interested and involved 
in technology and entrepre-
neurship.

Lourda-Maria Najjar
LFYA, Lebanon

Barbara Abdalla  
AG, Austria

Theodore Nicoloulias 
DAP-NDFK, Greece
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Despite the fact that the official age of 
adulthood varies across countries, several 
international conventions such as the Is-
tanbul Convention apply the definition of 
‘child marriage’ to any couple where at least 
one member, usually the girl, is aged under 
18. The general age to marry in most Euro-
pean countries is 18, however some coun-
tries have a minimum age of 15-16 when 
all exceptions are taken into account. The 
practice of child marriage challenges both 
children’s rights and gender equality, and 
exposes child brides to serious abuses and 
health risks. Child marriage leads young 
girls to drop out of school and to have litt-
le access to economic resources. Although 
the EU condemns child marriage and the 
Istanbul Convention calls for criminali-
sing the act of forcing a child to enter into 
marriage, child marriage is still practiced 
by some cultures such as the Roma popu-
lation. In some cases child marriages are 
legally or religiously consecrated, or are 
simply acknowledged by the community. 

According to a study, girls who marry be-
fore the age of 18 are more likely to suffer 
from intimate partner violence, including 
sexual, physical, psychological and emo-
tional violence. As a matter  of fact, 50% 
of the girls who marry before the age of 
15 are more likely to experience physical 
or sexual violence than those who marry 
after the age of 18. 

A model example are the Scandinavian 
countries where all loopholes have been 
closed and now marriage is not allowed 
under the age of 18. 
 
Covid-19
 
Although it is too early to tell how Co-
vid-19 is affecting child marriages, expe-
rience from past crises suggests that girls 
and women will be disproportionately 
affected, particularly amongst the poo-

rest and socially marginalized groups. A 
worrisome indicator to this is the already 
documented increase in domestic violence 
during the pandemic, dubbed by the UN 
as the “shadow pandemic”.  The research 
provided by humanitarian organisation, 
Plan international, illustrates that child 
marriages increase in emergency settings, 
since family and community structures 
break down during crises. In addition to 
this, girls live in fear of gender-based vio-
lence as families and communities might 
desire to control girl’s sexuality and pro-
tect their “honour”. 
 
We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, official student organiza-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP):

• Recognise the risks child marriage 
poses, including diminished opportu-
nities for young women and increased 
possibility of abuse.

• Recognise the importance of minori-
ties which have been left behind.

• Recognise that human rights should 
be upheld in times of crisis. 

• Acknowledge the fact that preventing 
child marriages will lead to more gen-
der equality. 

  
Therefore, the EDS calls upon mem-
ber states of the EU to:

• Ensure that marriage under the age of 
18 is made illegal. 

• Enforce the law across all religious 
and cultural groups without excep-
tions.

• Introduce awareness campaigns in or-
der to eliminate the phenomenon.

“PREVENTING 
CHILD 
MARRIAGE ”

Presented by 
WG, HS
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For many women in Europe, it is difficult 
to access relevant information on sexual 
and reproductive health.  In practice, wo-
men’s access to information and education 
on these topics is a key challenge since 
lack of information may lead to serious 
consequences for women’s health and fu-
ture. The EU Member States should keep 
in mind the Convention on the Elimina-
tion of all forms of Discrimination Against 
Women that guarantees the right to access 
educational information about the health 
and wellbeing of families, including fa-
mily planning (Article 10(h)). Ensuring 
women’s access to qualitative, free and 
comprehensive information on sexual and 
reproductive health is vital for all women’s 
health and well-being.

In October 2020 a ruling of the Polish 
Constitutional Court claimed the abor-
tion of malformed fetuses “unconstitutio-
nal”. This ruling tightened Poland’s alre-
ady very restrictive abortion laws, which 
only allow abortions in case of rape, in-
cest or life-threatening pregnancies. Pro-
testers have called for a referendum on 
the issue, which raised a major debate 
across Europe.

In June 2020 another act from the law-
makers of European citizens suggested 
restrictions in women’s reproductive and 
sexual rights. MPs of the incumbent Slo-
vak party proposed a bill that concluded to 
double waiting periods for abortions from 
48 to 96 hours, ban clinics from adverti-
sing services and make women declare 
their reasons for termination. This law was 
narrowly defeated by one vote, and the ini-
tiators plan to table their proposal again in 
6 months.  These two examples are few of 
the many legislative rollbacks that threaten 
women’s sexual and reproductive health 

rights, since they undermine and restrict 
women’s access to certain types of health 
services. 

These restrictive laws do not acknowledge 
the potential harm on women since they 
either have to travel to another country to 
obtain safe abortion services or undergo 
illegal abortion at home.  In Poland, fewer 
than 2,000 legal terminations are carried 
out each year. It is estimated that up to 
200,000 abortions are either performed 
illegally, or abroad. Now, because of the 
new law, the number of illegal and dange-
rous abortions is likely to rise. These res-
trictions often cause feelings of isolation, 
shame and humiliation, which can also 
have a broad range of negative physical, 
psychological, financial and social impact 
on women. While women living in poverty 
won’t be able to afford the procedure due 
to high costs and might even induce abor-
tion themselves, the current restrictions 
additionally aggravate the social divide of 
families with the financial means to obtain 
legal abortion services in another country. 

Even if some states have specific legal ex-
ceptions on abortion, women who are le-
gally entitled to abortion might be denied 
the service or be restricted in their access 
to care pre and post the medical procedu-
re because of the unwillingness of some 
member states to provide them with ne-
cessary precautions and measures. In Italy, 
where abortion was legalised in 1978, al-
most 70% of medical professionals refuse 
to provide abortion care, which is why the 
member states have to ensure that there 
are enough medical centers or other me-
dical institutions that sufficiently provide 
women with pre and post care measure-
ments to ensure the practicability of their 
sexual and reproductive rights.
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We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, official student organiza-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP):

• Acknowledge the importance of 
safeguarding women’s sexual and 
reproductive rights and support the 
call of the EPP to solidarize with 
women fighting for their rights in 
Poland and all over Europe.  

• Recognise the need to ensure the 
practical accessibility and availability 
of legal abortion services.

• Recognise that restricting legislation 
leads to numerous step backs in 
social and gender equality as well as 
in women’s sexual and reproductive 
rights.

 
Therefore, we, the EDS

• Call upon the European Commission 
to prevent states from implementing 
rollback legislation that targets 
women’s sexual and reproductive 
health and rights by providing 
member states with enough funding 
for sexual and reproductive health 
institutions.

• Call upon the member states to 
reform highly restrictive laws that 
prohibit abortion per se or have 
specific legal exceptions and barriers 
that prevent women from exercising 
their rights.

• Call upon the member states to 
ensure that legal abortion services are 
accessible and available to women.

• Call upon the member states to 
ensure women’s access to free 
and comprehensive sexual and 
reproductive information not only by 
encouraging educational institutions 
to intensify sex education but also 
by supporting NGOs, which provide 
youngsters with reliable information 
in a safe space.
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Pornographic GIFs, threats, inappropriate 
graphic content and abusive texts go hand 
in hand with the rapid growth of new tech-
nologies and the internet, as well as the in-
creased use of networking platforms such 
as Facebook, Telegram or Tinder. As a 
consequence from the ongoing pandemic, 
that is forcing people into their homes - 
and also in front of their screens - cyber 
violence and hate attacks on the Internet 
are skyrocketing.

As already put forward in the column 
about Revenge Porn in the BullsEye Ed. 76, 
the number of women experiencing hate 
on the net is rising. The current UNWo-
men report states that almost 73% of wo-
men experienced online abuse in 2018. 
Only recently, hate on the net has reached 
a new peak, whereas between July 2019 
and 2020, approximately 104,852 women 
have been targeted and had fake naked 
images of them shared publicly.  Not only 
are women the main victims of these at-
tacks, online child sexual abuse material 
is composed of 90% of girls depicting ma-
terial and 10% of boys depicting material. 
79% of it depicts children between 3 and 
13 years old. 

The consequences are shocking. Accor-
ding to Amnesty International, one in two 
women, who were victims of online abu-
se, experience lower self-esteem or loss of 
self-confidence as well as stress, anxiety or 
panic attacks. In 2014 UNICEF said that 
the risk of suicide attempt is 2.3 times 
higher for a victim of cyber harassment 
compared to non-victims.

The numbers continue in real life, where 
according to reports from the CoE 54% of 
women, who were cyber bullied and se-
xually harassed online, have actually met 

their abuser in real life. 70% of women 
who have experienced cyber stalking have 
also experienced at least one form of phy-
sical or/and sexual violence from an inti-
mate partner and 5% of women in Europe 
have experienced one or more forms of 
cyber stalking ever since the age of 15. 

In order to fully recognise and tackle the 
phenomenon of cyber violence and onli-
ne hate speech against women, a range of 
steps needs to be taken. 

The European civil society is very active 
in the field of protection and self defence 
against cyber violence and hate speech. To 
give some of the numerous examples: Sa-
fetyNed194, a Dutch platform led by four 
women’s shelters, aims to equip both vic-
tims of domestic violence and those caring 
for them with (self-)protection tools on di-
gital platforms and with new technologies; 
Fix the Glitch, a UK based organisation 
founded by Seyi Akiwowo, a young black 
female British politician, facilitates works-
hops and recommendations on countering 
online abuse on politically active women. 
These perfect examples were followed by 
the “No Hate Speech Movement” run by 
the CoE, Dickstinction in Germany, Stop 
Cybersexisme in France, #GegenHassIm-
Netz in Austria or PantallasAmigas in 
Spain. 

Legal instruments, such as the Istanbul 
Convention or the Victim’s Rights Directi-
ve, at EU level already exist, but are limited 
in scope and do not ensure criminalisation 
of the most pervasive forms of cyber vio-
lence against women. There is still a wide 
scope for action that our lawmakers need 
to fill by following the Austrian example 
of #GegenHassImNetz or the German Cri-
minal Law and take concrete steps in or-
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der to implement laws that protect citizens 
against these kinds of attacks. Member 
States have the responsibility to combat 
impunity online and should put emphasis 
on cooperation with other states when it 
comes to investigating and prosecuting 
perpetrators of cyber violence against 
women.

We, the European Democrat Students, 
official student organization of the 
European People’s Party (EPP):

• Recognize the urgent need of 
legislative change to keep up with the 
fast development of the internet and 
its challenges.

• Acknowledge the importance of the 
protection of cyber crime victims.

• Stress the necessity to educate 
youngsters about appropriate protec-
tion against cyber violence and hate 
speech online and promote institu-
tions who spread such information.

Therefore, we, the European Democrat 
Students, official student organization 
of the European People’s Party (EPP):

• Call Upon the European Commission 
to propose a comprehensive EU 
strategy against all forms of gender-
based violence, including cyber 
violence, specifically against various 
forms of cyber violence and hate 
speech online against women.

• Call upon the European Commission 
to develop and implement legal 
frameworks that respond to the 
threats women experience online and 
via new technologies.

• Call upon the European Commission 
to increase large-scale research to 
grasp the scope of the phenomenon 
in the EU.

• Call upon the Member states to rati-
fy the framework aiming to protect 
women against hate on the net, such 
as the Istanbul Convention and to 
explore possible synergies between 
the Council of Europe Conventions 
of Budapest, Istanbul and Lanzaro-
te and their respective committees 
when it comes to prevention of, pro-
tection from and prosecution of cy-
ber violence against women and girls.

• Call upon the member states to 
revisit the Victim’s Rights Directive 
to account for the specific nature of 
gender-based violence and to include 
reference to legal solutions to be put 
in place.

• Call upon the Member States to 
ensure that their laws are appropriate 
for the digital age and that they reflect 
how technologies are being used for 
abuse, crimes and exploitation of 
women.

• Call upon the Member States having 
no substantive or procedural laws 
against cybercrime and specifically 
against various forms of cyber 
violence and hate speech online 
against women, to develop and 
implement legal frameworks that 
respond to the threats experienced 
online and via new technologies and 
to ensure they have an appropriate 
legal framework in place under 
which to hold secondary perpetrators 
of violence accountable.
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Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is a quite 
common sexually transmitted virus. Most 
women and men will be infected at some 
point in their lives , and the peak time 
for acquiring infection is shortly after the 
period of becoming sexually active. Most 
infections cause no symptoms and clear 
away without any medical intervention 
within 2 years. However, certain types of 
HPV can lead to cancer or sexually trans-
mitted diseases. Cervical cancer is the 
fourth most common cancer in women 
globally, and virtually all cervical cancer 
cases (99%) are linked to genital infection 
with HPV . In Europe, 14 700 annual cases 
of genital cancers other than cervical can-
cer are furthermore caused by HPV. Out of 
these 14 700 cases, 5 400 cases affect men. 
HPV is in addition also heavily linked to 
head and neck cancer, with an estimated 
13 800 cases annually, mostly in males . In 
total, HPV is estimated to cause a stagge-
ring 15% of cancers worldwide and 7% of 
cancers in Europe .

Vaccines against HPV are safe, effective 
and routinely provided in many countries 
throughout the world, including 37 coun-
tries in the WHO European Region . HPV 
vaccination is recommended in early ado-
lescence, between the ages of 9 to 14 years. 
The vaccination of girls is recommended 
as a priority, as a crucial part of the com-
prehensive efforts to prevent and control 
cervical cancer. 

However, scientists also recommend vac-
cination in the general population . De-
pending on which and how many sexual 
partners one has contact with, one is po-
tentially exposed to different HPV types. 
There are over 200 related virus strains  
but only some of them are high-risk. The-
refore, vaccination can also be effective af-
ter the first sexual contact and infection, 
providing protection against other strains. 
Despite the fact that there is clear risk of 

HPV, irrespective of one’s gender, HPV 
vaccine campaigns and policy dispropor-
tionately target one gender. Creating a 
more gender-neutral vaccination strategy 
for HPV can create more resilient herd im-
munity at lower levels of vaccine uptake3. 
Only when both genders are targeted, im-
munity rates against this virus will be hi-
gher in the population overall. 

While in Switzerland the vaccination is re-
imbursed by the health insurance compa-
nies for both boys and girls up to the age of 
26 , young adults in most countries around 
Europe have to bear the costs of up to 200€ 
per partial vaccination themselves  (a total 
of three are required) or are reimbursed 
for only a small part of the total cost.

The costs that will be needed for a wide 
vaccine adoption and distribution may be 
substantial in the short term, but accor-
ding to the WHO it should pay for itself 
many times over in the long run. In a simi-
lar study for developing countries, it was 
estimated that for every dollar spent on 
HPV vaccination, there would be a 3 to 26 
dollar return in the future through decrea-
sed medical costs, increase in productivity 
and other social benefits4.

Further strengthening the case for the pre-
ventability of the most common serious 
complication of HPV, cervical cancer, is 
the possibility for its early detection. Cer-
vical screenings constitute an effective me-
thod of detecting the early onset of can-
cer, opening the path for more and better 
treatment options .

We, the European Democrat Students, 
the official student organization of the 
European People’s Party (EPP):

• Acknowledge the importance of sa-
feguarding sexual and reproductive 
health.
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• Recognise the need to raise aware-
ness to the (un)equal distribution of 
the burden of safe sex and vaccina-
tion efforts on both genders.

• Stress the importance of HPV vacci-
nes being the most effective instru-
ment for reducing HPV infections.

 
Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon the 
EU Member States, the European 
Commission, and the European Centre 
for Disease Prevention and Control to:

• Raise awareness and incentivise 
youngsters through social media 
campaigns which target both genders 
and a variety of age.

• Provide member states with enou-
gh funding for sexual education in 
schools.

• Support and establish the develop-
ment of a timely and more efficient 
vaccination strategy.

• Support member states with EU-wi-
de funding of the vaccine.
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Nowadays, despite all the progress made, 
women in many countries are still facing 
difficulties and challenges. In some, girls 
are still getting married at a young age, 
trafficked into forced labor and sex slavery, 
and even do not have the right to express 
their opinion. In others, women have gai-
ned the right to express themselves, either 
on a political basis through elections and 
parliamentary representation, or on a so-
cial/sexual basis by having the right to live 
freely and choose when and who to ma-
rry. Internationally, Human Rights Watch, 
along with most women’s rights move-
ments, is working towards the realization 
of women’s empowerment and gender 
equality, aiming to protect all women and 
girls lives. 

In Lebanon, women enjoy freedom and 
equality since even before the republic was 
established. But the differences between 
regions in Lebanon are significant and 
the freedom women enjoy in some well-
developed regions tend to fade more 
and more in less privileged regions and 
homes. Lebanon is a multi-cultural state 
that includes different communities, the 
personal status law gives freedom to each 
community to choose its own law, since 
Lebanon does not have a central civil 
personal status law, and this allows basic 
human rights laws to be bypassed. 

During the Ottoman Empire, Lebanon 
was subject to its legislations. The 
Ottoman law continued to be applied until 
the creation of the Lebanese Penal Code in 
1943 drawn from the French Penal Code 
of 1810. Article 522 of LPC (Lebanese 
Penal Code) allowed men who committed 
sexual assault to avoid penalty of hard 
labor if marriage was offered to the victim. 

In 2017, a draft law was proposed, and the 
Parliament abolished article 522. 

The most important law passed on April 
2014 regarding domestic violence against 
women and children but was altered along 
the legislative path to exclude conjugal 
rape. Another law proposed on the 28th 
of March 2017 forbidding child marriage 
before the age of 18 still did not pass 
parliament. Human Rights Watch has 
asked to both pass the law forbidding 
child marriage and re-alter domestic 
violence law to include conjugal rape 
criminalization.

The CEDAW Committee recognized 
that states parties are responsible for 
preventing acts committed by their own 
organs. Lebanon, failing in protecting all 
individuals especially from rape, must 
take the steps to prevent acts of Gender 
Based Violence (GBV) committed by 
individuals, and penalize them. It is 
the state responsibility to make sure 
that measures are taken to protect all 
individuals including women.

We, European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official students organiza-
tion of the European People’s Party: 

• Acknowledge the fact that natio-
nal institutions, governmental and 
non-governmental are taking the lead 
in providing relief for women and gir-
ls at risk and surviving gender based 
violence. 

• Realize that multi-lateral organiza-
tions are ensuring that gender equa-
lity and women’s rights are prioritized 
in the support they provide. 
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• Recognize that the United Nations, 
in its structure, is making initiatives 
in an effort to achieve any application 
of conventions related to women’s 
rights. 

• Are aware of the progress made by 
the Lebanese legislators towards the 
protection of women’s rights.

• Acknowledge the multi-cultural 
personal status law, and the right of 
each community to be different.

• Acknowledge the need for more 
legislation protecting women and 
children especially in trafficked 
marriage and conjugal rape. 

Call on the European Council, the Eu-
ropean Parliament and EU Member 
states to:

• Encourage the United Nations to 
check violation of women’s right 
in countries where women and 
girls are still being violated, and 
take measurements towards the 
government.

• Lobby towards the implementations 
of both laws protecting women from 
conjugal rape and children from early 
marriage in Lebanon.

• Work towards a United Nations 
declaration prohibiting marriage 
under 18 even with parental consent.

•  Link the “CEDRE” monetary help 
to legislative reparations regarding 
women’s issue along with corruption 
reparations and exercise pressure 
on the Lebanese government to 
implement both laws.
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recently graduated from King’s 
College London and is the 
vice chairman of HS Norway. 
She is passionate about energy, 
economics and international 
cooperation.

currently studying Economics 
and Politics at ISM Univer-
sity of Business and Mana-
gement and is working as a 
communications specialist at 
the novel ATHENA European 
University. Edvardas has been 
engaged in youth politics sin-
ce 2017 when he joined the 
Young Conservatives League. 
Later on, Edvardas became 
the international secretary of 
the organization. During his 
tenure, he revitalized the in-
ternational relations of YCL, 
organized numerous events 
as well as secured fundrai-
sing. As a working group co-
chair, Edvardas has authored 
a number of motions largely 
focusing on modern approa-
ches to renewable energy. 
Additionally, he is currently 
serving as a Vice-President of 
the Nordic Conservative Stu-
dent Union.

held the position of Secretary 
of the Student Association for 
the Study of International Re-
lations, then for a year he was 
its Deputy Chairman for the 
term 2019 - 2020. During this 
time he was part of the Civil 
Council of the Committee on 
European Affairs and Con-
trol. of European funds. From 
2020 until now he has been 
Vice-Chair of the EDS (Euro-
pean Democrat Students) in 
the Energy and Sustainability 
Committee, part of the EPP. 
For the past four years, he has 
been studying the possibility 
of the Western Balkans joi-
ning the European Union and 
the One Belt One Road Initia-
tive of China.

Alexandria Gogstad
HS Norway

Edvardas Lukošius 
YCL, Lithuania   

Alexander Kyosev
MGERB, Bulgaria
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As greenhouse gas emissions continue to 
rise, coupled with rapid urbanization, the 
result will surely be greater demand for re-
newable energy in the upcoming years. As 
nuclear energy can provide Europe with 
low-emission energy, generating relatively 
low economic costs, it seems natural to 
deem nuclear energy a part of the solution to 
Europe’s energy problems. 

Environmental and geopolitical con-
siderations

When Nuclear power is phased out without 
viable options for alternative energy, it is 
likely to be replaced by coal or gas. This is 
highly problematic due to the fact it puts EU 
member states highly dependent on Russia 
or Saudi Arabia or other fossil fuel exporters. 
Russia continues to be the main supplier of 
gas to Europe. The Russian Federation is the 
dominant gas supplier for a number of Euro-
pean NATO members. Bulgaria, the Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Poland, 
Romania, and Slovakia each receive between 
75 and 100 percent of their natural gas im-
ports from Russia. Six of these countries also 
get more than 50 percent of their oil imports 
from Russia.  

Another way to keep your sovereignty safe 
is by giving Nuclear energy a second chan-
ce. A good example of doing so is Japan. The 
country of the rising sun plans to incorpora-
te nuclear plants as a big part of their ener-
gy mix ahead of their goal in reaching zero 
carbon emission by 2050. Keep in mind, this 
is coming from a state where 88 per cent of 
the energy supply comes from fossil fuels, 
almost all of them imported.  The dramatic 
turn after a decade of relying on fossil fuels 
due to the Fukushima disaster shifts the Ja-
panese policy strongly towards renewable 
energy and especially nuclear.

Nevertheless, the European Union has to 
address an old issue – nuclear skepticism. 

The challenges the nuclear industry faces are 
largely external and must be overcome if it is 
to help tackle the existential threat of climate 
change. These challenges include: the notion 
nuclear is an outdated technology; the cost 
of finance; market design; political changes; 
perceived competition with renewable ener-
gy; and the public’s misconceptions about 
radioactive waste. While it is the Member 
States that choose whether to include nu-
clear power in their energy mix or not, EU 
legislation aims at improving the safety stan-
dards of nuclear power stations and ensuring 
that nuclear waste is safely disposed of and 
handled.

Economic considerations 

Nuclear reactors are associated with relati-
vely low running-costs when once operatio-
nal, but do, however, generate particularly 
high upfront capital. Because of this high 
upfront capital, it is particularly problematic 
to shut down nuclear power plants earlier 
than necessary.  As modern nuclear reactors 
are designed for a minimum operational 
lifetime of 60 years, it is not economically 
efficient to promote shutting down operatio-
nal nuclear power plants, which is currently 
happening in Europe, where 11 nuclear re-
actors were permanently shut down in 2019. 
This is not desirable from neither an econo-
mic or environmental point of view. For ins-
tance, Canada, a long-time leader in nuclear 
technology, continues to invest in and refur-
bish its current nuclear power plants to meet 
their current and future energy needs.

There are several economic benefits associa-
ted with nuclear energy production. Nuclear 
energy is one of the few energy sources that 
addresses the so-called duck curve. In con-
trast to hydropower and solar power, nuclear 
power reactors can provide power supply on 
the grid, no matter what time of day, the sea-
son, or what the weather forecast is.  Bearing 
nuclear skepticism in mind, ideally, nuclear 
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skepticism in mind, ideally, nuclear energy 
would be used in combination with 
renewable energy reserves as it is able to fill 
the gap in the power demand, which the 
duck curve exemplifies. 

Additionally, System costs for nuclear power 
(as well as coal and gas-fired generation) 
are very much lower than for intermittent 
renewables. In many places, nuclear energy 
is competitive with fossil fuels as a means 
of electricity generation. Waste disposal 
and decommissioning costs are usually 
fully included in the operating costs. If 
the social, health and environmental costs 
of fossil fuels are also taken into account, 
the competitiveness of nuclear power is 
improved. 

On a levelised basis, nuclear power is an 
economic source of electricity generation, 
combining the advantages of security, 
reliability, and very low greenhouse gas 
emissions. Existing plants function well with 
a high degree of predictability. The operating 
cost of these plants is lower than almost all 
fossil fuel competitors, with a very low risk 
of operating cost inflation. Plants are now 
expected to operate for 60 years and even 
longer in the future. The main economic 
risks to existing plants lie in the impacts 
of subsidised intermittent renewable and 
low-cost gas-fired generation. The political 
risk of higher, specifically nuclear, taxation 
adds to these risks. This is why EDS calls 
upon the EPP to assure the nuclear industry 
predictable prospects.

Safety considerations

Nuclear power also faces considerable 
resistance due to the perceived risks it 
embodies. The disastrous accidents of 
Chernobyl (1986) and Fukushima-daiichi 
(2011) are still deeply engraved in the 
minds of people all over the globe. That 
is understandable, considering the tragic 

consequences and the fact that they comprise 
84% of damages of all nuclear accidents. In 
the event of a nuclear accident many people 
can be exposed to radiation, causing long-
term health damage, land becomes unusable 
potentially for generations to come and 
containment jeopardises many more lives 
and is extremely expensive. 

However, we must also take into account 
the factual information regarding dangers 
and risks associated with nuclear energy - 
not just the cultural associations. Evaluating 
the amount of people affected by nuclear 
accidents is complicated but there are ways to 
estimate it. The World Health Organisation 
estimates that the total long term death toll 
of the Chernobyl disaster is around 4000 
people whilst more pessimistic figures 
go up to 14000 total premature deaths by 
2065. On the other hand, the Fukushima-
daiichi NPP which used more modern 
technology and was subject to a rapid 
response from the government to date has 
caused only 1 death due to radiation whilst 
long term calculations range from zero to 
1000. Therefore, it is worth underlining that 
nuclear accidents are relatively rare, and 
these two cases are by far the most extreme 
ones. On average, nuclear energy causes a 
death rate of 0.07 deaths per terawatt-hour 
produced. To add to that, some have even 
argued that nuclear energy has saved lives 
through displacement of fossil fuel-based 
plants. 

However, it is important to compare these 
risks with the current status quo and fossil 
fuels. Burning fossil fuels directly causes 
not just climate change, but through the 
release of toxic gases increases air pollution 
and raises health risks. For instance, WHO 
estimates that air pollution accounts for 29% 
of lung cancer cases and 24% of strokes. To 
add to that, another report from the WHO 
suggests that air pollution causes roughly 
4.2 million premature deaths globally. In 

comparison to nuclear energy, the weighted 
figure would stand at 25 premature deaths 
per terawatt-hour produced for coal and 18 
for oil - figures vastly greater than nuclear. 
So, despite fears among the public, figures 
show us that the current status quo is much 
more dangerous than the nuclear alternative.

Naturally, certain precautions have to be 
taken in order to minimise risk of such 
accidents. This includes but is not limited to, 
accounting for the potential natural disasters, 
keeping technology updated, following 
safety protocols and learning from past 
mistakes and “near-misses”. In the case of 
Chernobyl, poor technology and disastrous 
response from the Soviet government 
caused the disastrous consequences, 
whilst Fukushima was subject to extreme 
natural disasters and an aging reactor that 
couldn’t withstand them. Research finds 
that the nuclear energy industry has made 
immense improvements in their accident 
prevention measures and safety procedures. 
Furthermore, the technology is going to 
further improve and become safer over 
time. So, nuclear is not without its vice, but 
data indicates that fossil fuels have caused 
much more harm to our health and will 
continue to do so, whilst nuclear, when used 
right, can be a safe alternative not only to 
our climate, but also our health.

Another safety related concern that needs to 
be addressed is nuclear waste management. 
It has long been the Achilles heel of nuclear 
energy as part of the waste cannot be 
recycled or otherwise reused. To be more 
precise, roughly 97% of nuclear fuel waste 
can be recycled to produce, for instance 
new fuel rods. Nuclear power producing 
countries including, but not limited to 
Finland, France, Canada and Switzerland 
in concert with nuclear energy experts 
have come to a conclusion that centralized 
containment in deep geological repositories 
with suitable geology and informed hosts 
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are the best way to take care of this was-
te. After all, no deaths have occured from 
nuclear waste management. Though at-
tentive maintenance is required to prevent 
passive leaks.

This may be considered an arduous task, 
but we must not forget the status quo and 
waste produced by fossil-fuel based ener-
gy production. But similarly, to nuclear 
waste, we cannot avoid producing GHGs 
and moreover, reaching carbon neutrality 
will be a mammoth task, especially with 
carbon capture and utilisation techno-
logy still in its early stage. Additionally, 
we must also take into consideration the 
long-term effect of both types of waste. 
For instance, 97% of nuclear waste is ha-
zardous for only a few tens of years and 
the rest is disposed of in geological repo-
sitories with multiple layers of protection. 
GHGs on the other hand, have lifetimes in 
the atmosphere of in some cases decades 
and in other centuries and over this time 
greatly contributes to climate change. For 
instance, CO2 can theoretically stay in 
the atmosphere indefinitely, but it dissol-
ves into water leading to acidification of 
the oceans. This disrupts marine life food 
chains, destroys vast coral reefs and fur-
ther limits our ability to use oceans as a 
food supply. So, when compared, it is pos-
sible to avoid externalities of nuclear was-
te, while fossil fuel waste is unavoidably 
causing immense damage to our planet. 
 
Reality is that there is no risk-free way 
to produce energy. Though we must not 
forget to fully take into account the com-
plete risks of using fossil fuel energy and 
compare that to our alternatives. Renewa-
ble energy is extremely safe and should 
be our priority, but it can be unreliable, 
is also subject to waste issues of its own 
and will take decades to implement on a 
large scale. And nuclear energy, despite 
popular preconditions imposed by catas-

trophic events, is actually a vastly safer 
and more efficient source of energy than 
fossil fuels. And what is most important is 
that it offers great synergy with renewable 
energy for our goal to become a climate 
neutral continent by 2050. 

We, European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisa-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP):

• Acknowledge that nuclear power, in 
combination with renewable energy, 
can work as part of the solution to 
Europe’s energy challenges regarding 
supply and distribution.

• Regret the decision of some EU 
member states to shut down opera-
tional nuclear power plants.

• Aware of the potential risks involved 
in the production of nuclear energy.

• Gravely concerned by the consequen-
ces to our climate, ecology and health 
of continuing to use fossil fuels.

• Observing that nuclear energy is one 
of the safest ways to produce energy.

• Taking into account EU dependency 
on foreign energy sources.

Therefore we, European Democrat 
Students (EDS), the official student 
organisation of the European Peo-
ple’s Party (EPP):

• Encourage member states to not fo-
llow strategies that involve shutting 
down fully operational nuclear ener-
gy power plants.

• Endorse the inclusion of an increa-
sing share of nuclear power in the EU 

energy mix in the long-term plans of 
Energy Union project.

• Invite EU member states to cooperate 
through the EU on nuclear waste ma-
nagement issues in order to ensure 
both high qualitative standards and 
economic viability.

• Draw attention to the need to invest 
into nuclear safety research in order 
to learn from past mistakes.

• Recognize the need of energy inde-
pendence in light of the Green Deal.
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The pandemic of Covid-19 has since its 
European outbreak in March left its strong 
imprints on the European economy. 
Due to the different lockdown measures 
that were implemented, companies were 
forced to digitalise in order to keep jobs. 
The accelerated transition towards an 
ever more digitalised economy is putting 
pressure on companies to reform their 
ways of working as well as it is opening up 
for possibilities in new areas.

Under the leadership of Ursula von der 
Leyen, the European commission put it 
as one of 6 priorities for Europe to create 
a Europe for the digital age. This priority 
is supported by three key aims of making 
the European union a global role model 
for the digital economy, by supporting 
developing economies in going digital and 
to develop digital standards and promote 
them internationally. A high ambition 
with broad aims. 

In brief, the main talking point of the 
“Fair Taxation of the Digital Economy” 
is to levy taxes on companies in countries 
where consumption of digital service is 
being utilized. By doing so, companies 
need not establish a presence in Europe to 
effectively be a part of the European tax-
code. The core argument is that by doing 
so, larger digital giants will have to pay 
“their fair share”.

Europe is lagging behind in the digital 
economies with most of the world’s 
unicorns being placed on the US west 
coast and the Chinese east coast, followed 
up by an India emerging fast. Continental 
Europe is losing ground in this area, 
and with 45% of all European unicorns 
being based in the UK and Switzerland, 
outside of the EU. It is time for the EU to 

properly address this problem by creating 
possibilities for innovative entrepreneurs 
to create their innovations. A coherent 
agenda of the European Commission on 
the matter is needed but is unfortunately 
somewhat distant. Von der Leyen has said 
that if an OECD framework for taxation 
of digital companies is not in place by 
the end of the year, the commission will 
propose a European digital tax, a proposal 
that is threatening to further damage 
the competitiveness of the digital sector 
of Europe. By creating extra regulatory 
and administrative burden on digital 
companies and innovative digital SMEs, 
the proposal serves as a contradiction to a 
European vision promoting inclusiveness, 
economic growth and free competition.

The European Center for International 
Political Economy assessed how a 
European digital tax would affect European 
companies. In brief, the proposal laid 
out by the Commission works under 
the assumption that certain companies, 
particularly digital companies, do not pay 
adequate level of taxes in Europe. This 
assumption is wrong, as the majority of 
these companies already adhere to the 
European tax code for corporations. The 
proposal of a digital tax runs the risk of 
capital being transferred out of Europe 
in favour of regions where the incentive 
to invest is more prevalent. A tax on 
digital revenues stands in opposition 
to tax efficiency and could potentially 
undermine European integration and the 
Digital Single Market. 

The Commission, together with 
stakeholders, should increase the 
opportunities for competition within the 
single market. We believe that instituting 
penalty taxation on companies from 
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outside of Europe is the wrong way 
to proceed. Instead, the Commission, 
together with member states, should 
focus on creating a healthy outset for 
European companies to compete. This 
is done by encouraging member states 
to lower corporate taxes to incentivize 
entrepreneurship within Europe. 
Furthermore, the Commission should 
also greatly decrease the administrative 
burden that European companies face. 
It is through policies such as these that 
Silicone Valley grew to be the leading hub 
of innovation and entrepreneurship, not 
through further taxation and regulation 
as the Commission proposes.

Moreover, digital innovation as well 
as innovation in general is created 
where the infrastructure, in economic 
geographical terms called innovative 
ecosystems, is enabling forces to let it 
be created. The innovative ecosystems 
are built around several different actors 
and institution and enables innovation 
by the synergies between the different 
actors and institutions. The institutions 
can be academia, corporations (ranging 
from large TNCs to start-ups), chambers 
of commerce and platforms where the 
different spheres of society can meet 
and exchange experiences, and, very 
importantly, get access to finance. In order 
for Europe to become a global leader in 
digital innovation, the European union 
and its member states should focus on 
easing and harmonise business regulation 
to allowing private corporations to invest 
in R&D.  

In a science report presented 2018 
by the research institute for Swedish 
enterprise, Ratio, the Swedish policies 
for innovation and growth were analysed 

in an international context. Stockholm, 
being the second most start-up intensive 
region in the world after Silicon Valley 
seen to Unicorns per capita, is one of the 
successful European regions on digital 
innovation and start-ups, followed by 
the UK. The report finds potential of 
improvement in many areas but concludes 
that one key component in the success of 
the region as an innovation hub is the 
close cooperation between academia 
and companies where knowledge can be 
transferred. Combined with competent 
and relevant knowledge from academic 
institution and demand for R&D from 
corporations, innovation can grow.

In order to develop a stronger usage 
and transfer of relevant knowledge in 
the digital sector of Europe, the policies 
of higher education need to be close 
to business to make sure that relevant 
knowledge is promoted. 

Europe has the possibility to be a global 
leader in the digital sector, to that there is 
however a bit to go. By acknowledging the 
situation and that private corporations, 
not government institutions are the 
leading the digital innovation globally 
a foundation for innovation friendly 
policies can be set. Reform should focus 
on giving the possibility to entrepreneurs 
and innovators the conditions to realize 
their ideas.  

Therefore, we the European Demo-
crat Students, the official student 
organisation of the European Peo-
ple’s Party (EPP):

• Acknowledge that Europe is falling 
behind in competition in the digital 
sector.

• Recognise the need to strengthen 
digital innovation within Europe.

• Acknowledge the administrative bur-
den on digital SMEs by bureaucracy 
and regulatory burden.

• Acknowledge the value of the forth-
coming DSA and DMA done by the 
European Commission. 

Call upon the European Commission 
and EU member states to:

• Harmonise regulation and strengthen 
the internal market for services.

• Focus policies of higher education 
on being close and responsive to 
business.  

Call upon the European Commission 
to:

• Stop proposals of a European Digital 
Tax in the events where an OECD 
proposal would be unsuccessful.

Call upon EU member states to:

• Lower corporate tax rates.
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A well-integrated energy market is consi-
dered a fundamental prerequisite to achie-
ve the EU energy and climate objectives in 
a cost-effective way. Interconnectors are a 
vital physical component of Europe’s ener-
gy transition and offer capacity for energy 
trade. A more integrated European market 
for electricity is not only important in or-
der to reduce several member states´ relia-
bility on coal and gas for their energy su-
pply, it is also important for general energy 
security, and it is the best way to assure a 
more efficient market structure.

The socio-economic value of electricity 
interconnectors comes from their ability 
to increase the efficiency of the electricity 
systems by reducing the costs of meeting 
electricity demand and in parallel impro-
ving security of supply and facilitating the 
cost- effective integration of the growing 
share of renewable energy sources. Inter-
connectors integrate European electricity 
markets in a number of ways, resulting in 
more competition and better prices for 
consumers and businesses. They contri-
bute to revealing investment signals for 
generation capacity, provided there is a 
sufficient level of coordination within the 
internal market. They also contribute to 
generation adequacy in Europe, lowering 
the needs for operational security margins 
and reducing grid losses.

A number of examples that already exist 
in Europe demonstrate these beneficial 
effects. For example, market coupling be-
tween Slovenia and Italy has increased the 
liquidity and stability of prices in the Sou-
thPool market; the NorNed interconnec-
tor between Norway and The Netherlands 
improved competition in both markets; 
and for the Baltic countries the operation 
of NordBalt - the first interconnector be-

tween Lithuania and Sweden - increased 
their accessibility to the Northern Euro-
pean power resources and created signifi-
cant savings in electricity. 
 
While interconnectors bring concrete 
benefits to the economy and citizens, the 
European Expert Group identified a few 
important prerequisites in 2017 that still 
must be fulfilled in order for the intercon-
nectors to unfold their full socioeconomic 
potential ; establishing a well- functioning 
EU energy market, involving the public 
appropriately, meeting the investment 
and costs needs of interconnection; and 
accounting for the specificities of national 
energy mixes and profiles.  

As agreed in the governance regulation of 
the Clean Energy Package, Member states 
aim for an interconnectivity level of fifteen 
percent by 2030. That means a Member 
State’s total cross-border transmission ca-
pacity shall be equivalent to fifteen percent 
of the Member State’s respective genera-
tion capacity.  Achieving a certain level of 
interconnectivity is necessary to alter the 
overall trade volumes across Europe and 
align complementary forms of electricity 
generation.

The current use of interconnection ca-
pacity is often insufficient and should be 
addressed through adequate internal ne-
twork development and by the further 
development of operational processes that 
allow for the efficient use of existing inter-
connectors.

Additionally, many transmission in-
frastructure projects have suffered from 
important public acceptance problems, 
because of opposition on grounds of per-
ceived risks to health or intrusiveness of 
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infrastructure in the landscape and its im-
pact on the environment. As a result, in 
some cases public disputes led to signifi-
cant delays or redesign of some projects.

It is however important when designing a 
project to overcome justified concerns, as 
is professional communication to natio-
nal, regional and local decision makers. 
In some cases, involving the public more 
may be a way of finding suitable solutions 
that take local matters into consideration, 
and assure support for important projects.

Lastly, the internal market demonstrates 
considerable differences in terms of their 
energy mix, size of the energy market and 
geographical location, which influen-
ce their interconnectivity potential and 
needs. It is thus important to take these 
inherent different energy profiles into ac-
count when planning electricity infras-
tructure, respecting the internal market 
countries right to determine the condi-
tions for exploiting its energy resources, 
its choice between different energy sour-
ces and the general structure of its energy 
supply profiles.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student organiza-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP):

• Encourage member states to account 
for the specificities of national energy 
mixes and profiles when working on 
transmission infrastructure projects. 

• Encourage member states to works 
towards a further integrated energy 
market, with a focus on sustaina-
ble energy resources and renewable 
energy.

• Acknowledge that having an inter-
connected energy grid provides desi-
rable economic diversification, and 
political energy security.

• Emphasize that diversifying energy 
sources are projects of common in-
terest, and that a further integrated 
market for energy in Europe is a way 
of reducing European dependency on 
non-renewable energy sources. 

Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon:

• The member states of the EU to invest 
and further develop interconnectors 
on a national level, in order to esta-
blish a well-functioning European 
energy market.

• The EU commission to take initiati-
ves in order to adequately involve the 
public in energy matters, securing 
public support and assuring that na-
tional and regional interests are taken 
into consideration.
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Climate change  has been globally addres-
sed by the main international bodies, in-
cluding the UN and the European Union. 
UNFCCC (The United Nations Fra-
mework Convention on Climate Change) 
is one of the three conventions adopted 
at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992, when 
the international community recognised 
the need to act collectively  to protect the 
environment and people, and contain 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Acknowledging climate change, the Artic 
is warming faster than any other place on 
earth and its ice sea barrier keeping away 
the commercial and military ambitions is 
melting away too. Global powers such as 
the USA, Russia, and China have recogni-
zed themselves as “Artic states” and started 
competing on who will get first to the re-
sources of the North. 

Northern countries such as Norway, Swe-
den, Finland, Denmark, Greenland and 
local people are concerned about the ice 
melting and about the arising interest in 
the hidden oil and minerals in the Arctic. 
Keeping that in mind, the ambitions of 
countries like China and its “One Belt, one 
Road” initiative seeking to implement the 
“21thcentury Suez and Panama Canals,” 
would potentially slash the time it takes 
to travel between Asia and the West by as 
much as 20 days, while putting at risk the 
biodiversity at this distant region.

Studies shows that there is an estimated 90 
billion barrels of oil that is yet to be disco-
vered. That equals to 5.9% of the world’s 
known oil reserves.  Moreover, polar na-
tions, along with a few that have no Arctic 
borders, are angling for access to the re-
gion’s rich stores of fish, gas, oil, and other 
mineral resources. However, China is one 

of the most aggressive com. Competitors.
Russia and Norway have been the most 
proactive Polar countries investing rapid-
ly in oil and gas infrastructure. Russia’s 
ice-capable fleet is the largest in the world 
numbering 61 icebreakers and ice harde-
ned with another 10 waiting to be finali-
zed. Norway’s fleet has grown from 5 to 11 
ships.

In order to establish control over  the Nor-
th, one must have access to the maritime 
infrastructure and conduct scientific sur-
veys of navigational routes, setup land-ba-
sed monitoring stations, carry out research 
on climatic and environmental changes in 
the Arctic as well as provide navigational 
forecasting services. The country with the 
most bases and capability to provide this 
kind of infrastructure as mentioned above 
is Russia. The presidential republic seeks 
to developed its former USSR bases and 
interconnect its Siberia region greatly - the 
one who could help them with this goal 
are the Chinese. Seeing this joint coope-
ration, USA decide to engage in this race 
as well. 

The European Union as one of the most 
crucial global players must build a stron-
ger and a clearer position about the Arctic. 
That could happen with a greater support 
for the Polar states in the Arctic Council 
and with a renewed strategy regarding the 
development of the region. That way cli-
mate changes and any desire to monopoli-
ze the North’s resources will be mitigated. 

However, exploiting the natural resources 
of North pole and using its seas as new 
commercial routes as for economical or 
military purposes brings about  enormous 
risk for the environment. 
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Short-lived Climate Pollutants (SLCPs) 
such as Black carbon, methane coming 
from cruise ships or trading ones exacer-
bate ice-melting. If a disaster happens, 
help operations would not be effective 
enough, due to the remote location of the 
incidents. Oil spillage, which has become 
more frequent, has an even greater impact 
on the livelihood of local people and has a 
greater impact on global warming.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student organiza-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP):

• Encourage member states to invest 
and further develop better connec-
tion on a national level with EU 
member states in the North, in order 
to establish a well-functioning Euro-
pean position.

• Believe in the importance of innova-
tion and technological development 
to European economies and societies.

• Recognise the negative effect оf in-
considerate actions in the race for the 
Arctic resources.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, official student organiza-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP):

• Emphasize the need for a new EU po-
licy on the Arctic; In order to stabili-
ze geopolitical tensions and meet new 
challenges of changing climate.

• Request state-members to be more 
pro-active in the Environment Ac-
tion Program.

• Call upon the EU to recognize the 
INTERACT program (International 
Network for Terrestrial Research and 
Monitoring in the Arctic) and popu-
larize it among member states. 

• Call upon the Commission and Eu-
ropean member states to meet the ag-
gression of rivalry forces in the Arctic 
by stabilizing sustainability policies.
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The arctic region, a vast and beautiful area, 
has continued to be a hot topic issue in 
public debate during recent years. Prima-
rily this has been through the reduction of 
sea ice caused by climate change as well as 
through the discovery of new resources in 
the region and the opening of new trade 
routes. The Arctic Council and other inter-
national organisations have been formed 
to guarantee cooperation and coordination 
between these countries and the indigenous 
peoples. Several European countries have 
direct interests in the region, but the whole 
of Europe is affected by the access to diversi-
fied resources, opening up of new trade rou-
tes and mitigation of climate issues.

Examining the previous initiatives and pro-
posals, the EU has set out a policy through 
joint communication from 2016 which fo-
cuses on climate change and safeguarding 
the arctic environment, sustainable develo-
pment in and around the region, and inter-
national cooperation on arctic issues.

The United Nations Declaration on the Ri-
ghts of Indigenous Peoples (2007) has been 
an important step forward in developing 
policies that accommodate the longstan-
ding traditions and culture of the local indi-
genous population. The European approach 
to the Arctic falls along similar lines of the 
established objectives of the Nordic Council 
of Ministers. The Nordic Council of Minis-
ters is the formal body for Nordic coopera-
tion and also has initiatives within the Arc-
tic region that aim to increase development 
while respecting the rights of the indigenous 
peoples. This motion recognises the existing 
mechanism of UNCLOS (United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Seas) as a po-
tential framework to derive exclusive eco-
nomic zones in the disputed territory of the 
arctic.

The Arctic is a rapidly evolving frontier in 
international relations. Climate change is 
dramatically transforming the region, and 
increasing its geopolitical importance, with 
a number of players seeing new strategic and 
economic opportunities in the ‘High North’. 
We must also ensure that the interests and 
considerations of countries that do not have 
land borders with the arctic land masses are 
considered. The arctic must remain a zone 

of low tension and peaceful cooperation, 
where issues are solved through construc-
tive dialogue. European countries must be 
fully equipped to manage the new dynamics 
effectively, in line with our values and objec-
tives.

The EU’s current strategy focuses on poten-
tial tension in the region which does accom-
modate possible geopolitical risks for the 
region. A review into the potential new eco-
nomic factors that have significant repercus-
sions for European energy resources with a 
pan-European focus would be beneficial, 
particularly as there are concerns for sea 
ice reduction, as well as issues surrounding 
the opening up of potential shipping lanes, 
which would have huge opportunities and 
consequences for international trade routes.

We, the European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisa-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP):

• Acknowledge that climate change is a 
major contributor to sea ice reduction.

• Recognise that sea ice reduction pre-
sents climate, energy and trade as well 
as security concerns changes that affect 
all European countries.

• Believes that European policy towards 
the arctic should consider the impact 
towards all member states.

Therefore, we, the EDS:

• Call upon the European Commission, 
OSCE and related institutions to de-
velop a common response and consult 
extensively on the challenges that lay 
ahead as well as the potential economic 
factors arising from sea ice reduction.

• Call for broadening of the coopera-
tion with the Arctic Council, Nordic 
Council and related organisations (in-
cluding their observer members) and 
all European countries to ensure that 
there is effective coordination and that 
all countries are consulted in regards to 
these key topics.
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Rebooting the EU economy during a 
world health pandemic

The huge challenges our generation 
of students has to face

There is no argument that the European 
Union, as well as Europe at large, is facing 
a very serious economic crisis as a direct 
consequence of the COVID-19 pande-
mic. In fact, the public health and ensuing 
economic crisis caused by the COVID-19 
virus has been described as the single bi-
ggest crisis faced by the world since the 
Second World War that is predicted to 
cause the biggest financial recession since 
the Great Depression. Across EU member 
states huge sacrifices in terms of the eco-
nomy have been made to avoid further 
harm for the health of their citizens and to 
prevent their public health systems from 
crumbling, resulting in huge losses for the 
European economy overall. Various eco-
nomic indicators all point into direction 
of major losses, including four quarters of 
economic recession, at the very least. The 
ongoing uncertainty, on both supply and 
demand, in relation to the longevity and 
depth of the recession makes many busi-
nesses, banks and individuals uncertain.

Recently, very hopeful news reached us 
in terms of the successful development of 
various highly efficient vaccines against 
COVID-19 that might be released on the 
markets quite soon. This is a crucial step in 
our common quest of combating the virus 
and of restoring ordinary life and our eco-
nomies worldwide. In any case, even if we 
succeed rather soon in battling the spread 
of the COVID-19 virus by massive vacci-
nation campaigns in the various European 
countries, there will be considerable work 
ahead in reviving our European econo-
mies so that our economies can continue 
to flourish and so that Europe can conti-
nue to play its vital role on the internatio-
nal markets.

As the students wing of the European Peo-
ple’s Party we are particularly concerned 
about the rebooting of the European Eco-
nomy. As we already pointed out in our 
previous position papers regarding the 
Corona crisis, students and youth are par-
ticularly impacted by the current damage 
inflicted on the European economy. We 
are a generation of students that will likely 
graduate in a major Covid-19 recession, 
with recruitment on hold, business scaling 
back and banks far less willing to take risks 
in supporting start-ups, and a generation 
of students that will have to find their way 
in a world in which business and financial 
practices have changed dramatically. In 
the short- to medium-term, the down-
turn in the economy and changing busi-
ness culture significantly affects us as stu-
dents. In fact, many students are, at least 
partially, dependent on part-time jobs as 
a source of income. Furthermore, most 
students are eager to seek work experience 
and internships  to boost their skills. In the 
long-term the recession might have severe 
consequences for our generations of stu-
dents, both when it comes the likelihood 
of finding and keeping a job and for the 
amount of income we might receive. In 
short, without the implementation of the 
necessary action this could lead to a worst 
case scenario whereby our generation of 
students ends up being a “lost generation” 
with limited options on the labor markets. 
For these reasons, we feel it is necessary 
that we as EDS express our concern and 
put forward a number of proposals on 
how to deal with this economic crisis.

A Christian-democrat, conservative 
and liberal approach to the Euro-
pean economy: five principles

Undoubtedly almost any European politi-
cal actor across the political specter would 
agree that it is important to reboot in some 
way or another our economies. However, 
there are many possible avenues that can 
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be taken to reboot the economies of our 
various European countries. As an orga-
nisation of students that self-identifies as 
“centre-right” and that as a political or-
ganisation is inspired by the principles of 
Christian democracy, conservatism and 
classic liberalism as our firm ideological 
basis, we want to plead specifically for 
economic measures that are in agreement 
with the core principles of our ideology. 

First of all, we believe that state initiatives 
alone, nor the free market completely left 
to its own devices, will be able to render 
the adequate kind of solutions. Society 
at large, the governments at the various 
levels, companies, as well as civil society 
will all need to be involved in their spe-
cific capacity to address the huge econo-
mic challenges that lie ahead. A stable, 
productive and healthy market economy 
can only be built if we combine and in-
tegrate the efforts of all those actors. Nor 
state-driven socialism and an excess of 
regulations, nor wild west capitalism can 
provide us with the right kind of measu-
res that our economies and societies truly 
need. Second, we remain deeply commit-
ted to the project of the European Union, 
with its cornerstone principles of the free 
movement of persons, goods, capital and 
services. We will therefore continue to 
oppose extreme nationalistic right wing 
or left wing policies that want to reboot 
the economies of particular EU member 
states to the detriment of the functioning 
of the Union at large and to the detriment 
of the position of the EU as an actor on 
a world-wide scale. Third, we subscribe 
openly to the principle of subsidiarity, 
which has always been key to both con-
servative and Christian-democrat thin-
king. To beat this economic crisis the EU 
and its member states must both have the 

adequate means to tackle the huge cha-
llenges that lie ahead, each at the appro-
priate level. The EU should therefore be 
given the kind of competences that can-
not be properly handled on the level of the 
member states, not less, but also not more. 
Fourth, whatever solutions we propose to 
reboot our economies in the short term, 
they must also fulfill the criterion of being 
sustainable in the long run. We consider 
thinking on the long run for the future ge-
nerations as an ethical duty and a form of 
inter-generational solidarity. In this con-
text we strive for a multifaceted from of 
sustainability that takes into account the 
important environmental challenges we 
face, while never forgetting that there are 
also other important facets involved, viz. 
economic and social sustainability. For us 
sustainability should  therefore be seen as 
an ideal state where the relevant concerns 
for society, economy and the environment 
are fully integrated in a mutually benefi-
cent way. Fifth, we firmly proclaim that 
the promise of (quick) economic gains 
can never be an excuse to give up on our 
fundamental values that pertain to human 
rights, the rule of law, liberal democracy 
and essential human liberties. Based on 
the aforementioned five core principles 
we now turn to a number of specific pro-
posals that we wish to support in the effort 
of rebooting our European economy.

Specific proposals to reboot our EU 
economy

In order to allow for substantial economic 
growth, the European Union should be a 
home to innovation and create the neces-
sary playing field for start-ups and SMEs 
to flourish. One of the main barriers 
standing in the way of such success is an 
excess of regulation. We want to express 

our concern for an overload of legislation 
on the EU level that threatens to paralyze 
the creativity and the flexibility of the free 
markets. In a strategy paper published 
earlier this year by Business Europe it was 
argued that we need to implement a “one 
it, one out” principle on the level of EU 
legislation, in addition to already existing 
impact assessments and ex-post evalua-
tions. Implementing this principle entails 
that 1 euro of new regulatory cost (“in”) is 
to be offset by the removal of 1 euro of re-
gulatory cost (“out”). We are most glad to 
see that various member states, including 
Germany, Spain, Denmark and Finland 
have already implemented such a princi-
ple and that the president of the European 
Commission, Ursula von der Leyen has 
expressed her support for this principle 
as well. We express our full support for 
the swift and thorough implementation 
of these reforms which should lead to less 
red tape, less administrative burden and 
simple and clearer regulations. While res-
pecting the competences of the member 
states, we also support the principle that 
differences in regulations across member 
states should be kept to a minimum, as to 
increase the attractiveness of the EU for 
foreign investments.

Especially in the field of the digital eco-
nomy, we should take up the challenge to 
strive to be world top. At current we are 
seriously lacking behind other hubs of 
creativity, most notably California. While 
it is understandable and laudable that the 
EU wants to tax in a fair manner foreign 
digital companies that are active within 
the EU, we should also be ambitious as to 
have our own digital giants on European 
soil. In order to achieve this, it is necessary 
that EU regulation on the digital economy  
is up to date, with particular attention on 
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cutting away enough restrictive regulation 
to allow for the emergence of small start-
ups, for the flourishing of SMEs and with 
a focus on enabling entrepreneurship and 
creating more synergy between research 
that is conducted in academia and new 
startups in the field.

In a similar vein, the EU economy can 
be rebooted by providing more opportu-
nities for start-ups and innovators in the 
technological and digital sector, which re-
quire large amounts of venture capital. To 
achieve this, it would be good to establish 
an European capital markets union. This 
could lead to the creation of an European 
stock market that can attract huge invest-
ments from all over the globe. By doing 
so, it should be possible to avoid a scena-
rio alike to the one of Spotify, where inno-
vative companies, start-ups and unicorns 
leave for foreign stock exchanges because 
currently no European stock exchange 
provides for enough radical capital.

Given that we acknowledged in our five 
key principles that there can definitely be 
a limited role for government interven-
tion in battling this economic crisis, we 
also stand with government investments 
in crucial sectors as to boost the European 
economy. We want to emphasize that this 
kind of investments should not amount 
to a kind of “helicopter money” approach 
that artificially keeps alive defunct com-
panies, but that the investments should 
target key sectors that can help in achie-
ving a proper transformation to a more 
robust and sustainable EU economy. In 
particular, member state government and 
EU investments could focus on better in-
frastructure and public transport, as this 
creates opportunities for all companies to 
benefit from the available infrastructure, 

as well as allowing for further evolution 
into the direction of sustainable societies 
and economies.

As outlined in the section on our core prin-
ciples, we fully subscribe to the principles 
of free trade and therefore put forward 
the recommendation that an important 
element to combat this economic crisis is 
the further increase of free trade with re-
liable partners worldwide. In this context 
we call for the EU to engage further in en-
gaging with some free trade deals that are 
currently under review. A particular in-
teresting opportunity is the deal between 
the EU and the Mercosur countries that 
is currently hotly debated in European 
politics. Given that sustainability is one 
of our cornerstone principles, we welco-
me all initiatives that strive for an even 
better implementation in the agreement 
between the EU and the Mercosur for the 
protection against further deforestation 
of the Latin-American rain forests. Given 
the crucial role these forests play in harbo-
ring biodiversity and as filter mechanism 
for the planet’s atmosphere, they deserve 
all the protection we can give them. At the 
same time, we must be on our guard not to 
throw away the baby with the bathwater. 
We must distinguish between criticism of 
the EU Mercosur deal that stems out of 
sincere concern for the protection of the 
Latin-American rain forest and criticism 
that finds its true basis in a desire for pro-
tectionism of the agricultural sector of 
some EU member states. The agricultural 
foundations of the EU run very deep and 
while it is to be applauded that the EU 
invests considerably to keep our agricul-
tural sector alive, this should not us drive 
us away from engaging in increased free 
trade with countries that would be happy 
to export agricultural products to the EU. 

We therefore plead for the acceptance of 
the agreement between the EU and the 
Mercosur countries, provided that some 
additional safeguards against the defores-
tation of the Latin-American rain forest 
can be provided.

In a similar vein, we want to express our 
support for initiatives to increase trade 
and broke further trade agreements with 
reliable partners within the ASEAN re-
gion, India, and in Africa. However, the 
desire for quick gains should never ove-
rrule our concerns for the protection of 
human rights, the rule of law and liberal 
democracy. We believe that the current 
crisis has provided us with more than 
enough reasons to carefully review our 
trade policy with China. In a previous 
position paper we singled out that during 
the worst stages of the crisis the People’s 
Republic of China has tried to use this 
crisis for political gain in their quest to 
destabilize the European Union. In other 
previous motions we have time and again 
condemned the violation of democratic 
principles, the absence of the rule of law 
and the persecution of cultural and regio-
nal minorities in China. We therefore ad-
vocate for major caution in dealing with 
China and propose an obligatory invest-
ment screening executed by the EU Com-
mission for all major Chinese investments 
in the EU economy. This is all the more 
necessary for various strategically impor-
tant sectors, not in the least in the section  
of the production of necessary medical 
goods. Without falling into the trap of au-
tarkic isolationism, it should be a priority 
for Europe to organize the at home pro-
duction of specific strategic products.

To conclude, we welcome the efforts of 
the EU to build a firm and strong social 
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pillar, as a part of comprehensive social 
policy. A strong social policy that enables 
a social market economy is key to our 
common ideology. In many EU member 
states, such as Germany, Belgium and the 
Netherlands there is a long-standing tra-
dition of intense cooperation and institu-
tionalized dialogue between trade unions 
and employer’s organisations. This has led 
to improved working conditions, social 
peace and a constructive atmosphere be-
tween the various stakeholders. We the-
refore fully support the fact that the EU 
commission is actively consulting with all 
social partners in the highly contentious 
matter of the regulations regarding mini-
mum wages in the EU. We believe that all 
workers deserve fair wages and deserve to 
be protected from social exclusion. At the 
same time, staying true to our ideologi-
cal principles, we must always be on our 
guard that the EU social pillar does not 
run the danger of becoming a EU socialist 
pillar. If there is to be EU regulation re-
garding minimum wages, it is crucial that 
it conforms to the principles expressed by 
the President of the European Commis-
sion, i.e. “in full respect of national tradi-
tions and the freedom of social partners.” 
and that it “does not oblige Member States 
to introduce statutory minimum wages, 
nor does it set a common minimum wage 
level.” We therefore call upon on our mo-
ther parties and the EPP to make sure that 
these principles are maintained in the fi-
nalized proposal.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student organiza-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP):

• Highlight that students are particu-
larly affected by the economic crisis 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Believe that any adequate answer to 
this crisis should be built on our key 
principles of Christian Democracy, 
conservatism and classical liberalism.

• Acknowledge that rebooting our 
economies is a multi-faceted challen-
ge that requires actions on various 
fronts, involving the private market, 
civil society, member states, and the 
EU.

• Remain deeply committed to the 
project of the European Union, with 
its cornerstone principles of the free 
movement of persons, goods, capital 
and services.

• Subscribe openly to the principle of 
subsidiarity, which has always been 
key to both conservative and Chris-
tian-democrat thinking.

• Strive to establish an economy and a 
labour market that is truly sustaina-
ble for both present and future gene-
rations.

• Proclaim that the promise of (quick) 
economic gains can never be an ex-
cuse to give up on our fundamental 
values that pertain to human rights, 
the rule of law, liberal democracy and 
essential human liberties.

We therefore call upon the EU Com-
mission, the EU Parliament and the 
EU member states:

• To implement a “one it, one out” prin-
ciple on the level of EU legislation, in 
addition to already existing impact 
assessments and ex-post evaluations.

• To enable the emergence of our own 
digital giants on European soil.

• To create an European capital mar-
kets union to attract investments for 
innovative companies, start-ups and 
unicorns.

• To invest in key sectors that can help 
in achieving a proper transformation 
to a more robust and sustainable EU 
economy, in particular infrastructure 
and transportation.

• To plead for the acceptance of the 
agreement between the EU and the 
Mercosur countries, provided that 
some additional safeguards against 
the deforestation of the Latin-Ameri-
can rain forest can be provided.

• To broke further trade agreements 
with reliable partners in the ASEAN 
region, India, and in Africa.

• To advocate for major caution in 
dealing with China and propose an 
obligatory investment screening exe-
cuted by the EU Commission for all 
major Chinese investments in the EU 
economy.

• To strive for strategic independen-
ce from China when it comes to the 
production of strategical and medical 
goods.

• To make sure that the principle of 
subsidiarity is maintained in the fina-
lized proposal on EU minimum wage 
legislation.
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European centre-right

Introduction

There is no argument that the European 
Union, as well as Europe at large, is fa-
cing a very serious economic and political 
crisis as a direct consequence of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. In fact, the public heal-
th and ensuing economic crisis caused by 
the COVID-19 virus has been described 
by several observers as the single biggest 
crisis faced by the world since the Second 
World War. On a political level, the EU 
faces increasing criticism regarding the 
way it has handled the crisis and regarding 
the way various EU member states have 
once again chosen the path of self-inte-
rest instead of mutual coordination and 
cooperation. Furthermore, this crisis is 
one of the many the EU had to face over 
the past 20-odd years, including previous 
financial, economic and migration-related 
crises. Undoubtedly, the European Union 
has made several mistakes over the last 
decades, in dealing with these crises, in 
assessing its next moves, and in its dea-
ling with the Member States. We, the Eu-
ropean Democrat Students, as a group of 
politically and societally engaged student 
and youth representatives, are particularly 
concerned about all these challenges Eu-
rope has to face. At the same time, we be-
lieve that important lessons can be learned 
from the previous decades and that we, as 
a centre-right family, can provide a new 
direction for the European Union and Eu-
rope at large.

While any European political actor across 
the political spectre will agree that is vital 
to address all the aforementioned challen-
ges, it stands to reason that no political 
response to these crises can be a neutral 
one. In fact, every choice in politics to act 
one way or the other is underpinned by 

(implicit) ideological assumptions. It is 
therefore crucial in times such as these to 
have a firm ideological bedrock on which 
to build in order to respond in a convin-
cing and decisive way to the current crises 
that Europe is facing. We therefore warmly 
welcome the initiative taken by the Euro-
pean People’s Party to work on a new basic 
document “The Europe we want to build” 
that should complement the text outlining 
the EPP’s core ideology, which has been 
adopted as the 2012 EPP Platform text.

Aim of the resolution

In this conference resolution we aim to 
give our input as students and youth to the 
important debate regarding what the core 
principles of the European centre-right 
should amount to. We furthermore aim 
to demonstrate that there is in fact a me-
aningful and coherent ideological thread 
connecting to our highly diverse centre-ri-
ght coalition on the European level. Whi-
le there is no sense in denying that there 
always will be profound differences across 
ideologies that are as diverse as Christian 
democracy, conservatism, liberal conser-
vatism, centrism, classic liberalism and 
conservative liberalism, we have found 
that there are also profound similarities 
that have the power to unite us into a pro-
per European political family rather than 
into a shaky, pragmatic coalition that is 
merely bound by strategic motivations. 
While providing a bird’s eye overview of 
the way we envisage the key principles of 
the centre-right, this conference resolu-
tion also outlines a couple of focus points 
where we, as students and youth, feel that 
the realpolitik often practiced by our mo-
ther parties could be reinvigorated with 
some fresh, young and ideological inspi-
ration.

The European centre-right: What’s 
is a name?

102
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At first glance is quite hard to see how 
Christian democracy, (liberal) conserva-
tism, centrism, classic liberalism and con-
servative liberalism can be said to share a 
strong common ideology that overcomes 
the level of platitudes and catch phrases. 
However, we believe that it is possible to 
understand a substantial part of the iden-
tity of the European centre-right by me-
rely paying attention to the fact that we 
terminologically self-identify as the ‘cen-
tre-right’. As is the case for many other 
cultural concepts created by the human 
mind, we believe that the identity of a 
concept such as the ‘centre-right’ can be 
found in the very fact that it is negatively 
delimited vis-à-vis what it is not, i.e. the 
centre-left side of the political spectre and 
both the far-left and far-right side of the 
political spectre. Our positioning in con-
trast to those two opposing views not only 
provides an interesting negative delimita-
tion, it also is the perfect basis to develop a 
positive characterization of what we stand 
for. In particular, our differentiation with 
the far-right and the far-left lies in the fact 
that we are ardent defenders of non-nego-
tiable principles such as liberal democra-
cy, the rule of law, freedom of speech, free-
dom of religion, the equality of women 
and men, freedom of sexual orientation, 
freedom of higher education and freedom 
of the press. Our differentiation with the 
centre-left leads us to be the proud de-
fenders of property rights, a realistic and 
effective approach towards issues regar-
ding climate change, an uncontested pla-
ce for religion in our societies, a positive 
approach towards culturally-loaded terms 
such as western and European identity, a 
vigilant attitude in our dealings with other 
geopolitical actors in global politics and 
an opponent of excessive state regulation, 
bureaucracy and red tape.

Free persons and their responsibili-
ty towards their communities

The two aforementioned lines of diffe-
rentiation will be explored more in-depth 
in the several themes that are addressed 
more in detail throughout this conference 
resolution. It is our contention that un-
derpinning both our positions on the se-
veral topics and the way we differ from the 
centre-left, the far-right and the far-left is 
a particular view on what a person is. Our 
centre-right family subscribes to the view 
where every human being, regardless of 
race, gender, sexual orientation, age, ta-
lents or origin  is endowed with both a 
fundamental dignity and an irreducible 
freedom. This view draws inspiration 
from our Judeo-Christian religious tradi-
tion, philosophical ideas developed in Ro-
man-Grecian antiquity and key insights 
put forward in the western enlightenment 
period. For us, it is beyond debate that the 
state can never take measures that would 
disrespect fundamental human dignity 
and human freedom. Similarly, we stand 
by the fact that the centre-right should 
always radically oppose any system, sta-
te-wise or otherwise, that would reduce 
the human person to a pawn in a game or 
a cog in a machine.

At the same time we all subscribe to the 
view that the freedom that is the inherent 
right of every person should be used in a 
way that is not only respective of the free-
dom of other persons but also in a benefi-
cial and responsible way towards the com-
munity of people any person is by nature 
part of. For us it is clear that any person 
can only become a complete human being 
in her or his relationships to her or his fe-
llow persons. These relationships permea-
te society, from the level of families, the 
level of small local communities and or-

ganisations to the level of regions, states, 
Europe and beyond.

Democracy, rule of law, personal 
freedoms and (gender) equality are 
not negotiable

Democracy is a cornerstone among the 
principles we subscribe to as the centre-ri-
ght. This is evident from the name of our 
first pillar, i.e. Christian democracy, but it 
is also as much central to the core views 
of liberalism and (liberal) conservatism. 
Our political project can therefore only be 
realized in the setting of constitutional re-
publics or constitutional monarchies with 
a parliament that is elected by a voting 
system that allows all adult citizens of a 
country to go out and vote, with no discri-
mination whatsoever on the basis of weal-
th, gender, sexual orientation or origin.

In a similar vein, the rule of law is for us as 
the centre-right a principle that is not ne-
gotiable. Whatever we hope to achieve in 
terms of our political agenda, we can only 
stand by it, if also the way it is achieved 
conforms to the basic principles of lega-
lity and constitutionality. The principle of 
the rule of law should not only ensure that 
the political process of decision making, 
government action and judicial decisions 
conform to the constitution and laws 
of the respective states. The rule of law 
should also ensure a number of essential 
freedoms and non-discrimination aspects 
which no “democratic decision” should 
be able to put aside. In particular, we de-
clare the freedom of speech, the freedom 
of religion,  and the freedom of political 
conviction as non-negotiable principles. 
Similarly, the rule of law should also en-
sure equal rights for every citizen and pre-
vent any legally unjustified discrimination 
on the basis of gender, religious beliefs, 
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political convictions, race, age, or sexual 
orientation.

As students we pay particular attention to 
the freedom of higher education and the 
freedom of academic scientific research. 
The teaching and research conducted by 
universities and other higher education 
institutions should always be protected 
from political meddling by any current 
government. State intervention that tries 
to do away with the freedom of univer-
sities and other higher education insti-
tutions with regard to their research or 
higher education practices is only warran-
ted in the cases where the dignity or phy-
sical integrity of individuals is at stake. 
As student representatives from across 
Europe we are confronted with threats 
to the freedom of speech on our campu-
ses, often on the basis of a fictitious “right 
not to be insulted”. While it follows from 
our view on mankind that we believe that 
every freedom one has should be used in 
a considerate way, we can never allow go-
vernment bodies or university bodies to 
take away the right to use our freedom of 
speech and our freedom of thinking. The 
answer to the spread of ideas we find mo-
rally repugnant and profoundly disagree 
with is creating a forum for the ideas we 
stand by, not by taking away the right to 
free speech itself.

Our identity and traditions 

We are united in the centre-right by the 
fact that we value our traditions. We value 
the conservative insight that contempo-
rary generations should never forget whe-
re they came from. We should be grateful 
for the wisdom and learning we inherit 
from the countless generations that pre-
ceded us. This tradition manifests itself 
both in local customs, the peculiar identi-
ties or our regions, the overall culture and 
language(s) of our respective states and in 

the guiding Judeo-Christian religious and 
philosophical principles that have shaped 
Europe and the western world as a whole. 
Although we embrace a spirit of openness 
and strive to be self-critical with regard 
to the dark elements of European history, 
this should never lead to the self-hate 
towards European achievements or our 
western identity that is espoused by the 
(far-) left.

Our deep respect for our traditions and 
our western identity should lead us to 
embrace an inclusive and multi-layered 
approach to identity. We should never 
succumb to the siren song of the far-right 
which would make us believe that one, 
more local identity makes it impossible 
to embrace an identity on a higher level 
as well.  For us there is no contradiction 
whatsoever in being a proud Polish citizen 
and being an European, no contradiction 
in being a true Catalan and a fervent Spa-
niard, and no contradiction in being a Ba-
varian in Germany, a German in Europe 
and an European in the world. Further-
more, our perspective on identity should 
always be a generous and an open-min-
ded one. Regulated migration followed by 
successful economic, linguistic and cultu-
ral integration should result in an enrich-
ment of our societies by people that may 
come from a different background, but 
that can become as much part of our so-
cieties as people that are the descendants 
of families who have lived in a specific sta-
te for centuries on end.

State, society and economy

Our view on what a human person is en-
tails that we can never be indifferent to the 
fate of the weaker and the disadvantaged 
in our societies. We subscribe to the idea 
that an alliance of charity organisations, 
the various churches throughout Europe, 
civil society at large, and strategic state 

involvement should ensure that all people 
throughout Europe are lifted out of po-
verty and protected from socio-economic 
exclusion. At the same time we should 
never succumb to the leftist illusion that 
the only way to provide solidarity in our 
societies is by means of excessive taxation 
and flabby state-driven welfare programs. 
Although state intervention is a warranted 
measure to combat poverty, this should 
always be complemented with initiatives 
that civil society undertakes.

Also more generally speaking, we belie-
ve that state initiatives alone, nor the free 
market completely left to its own devices, 
will be able to render the adequate kind 
of solutions for any economic or societal 
problem. Society at large, the govern-
ments at the various levels, companies, as 
well as civil society all need to be involved 
in their specific capacity to address the 
huge economic and societal challenges 
that lie ahead. A stable, productive and 
healthy market economy can only be built 
if we combine and integrate the efforts of 
all those actors. Nor state-driven socia-
lism and an excess of regulations, nor wild 
west capitalism can provide us with the ri-
ght kind of measures that our economies 
and societies truly need.

When it comes to the challenging ques-
tion which specific fields of society should 
be regulated or influenced by the state, we 
subscribe openly to the principle of sub-
sidiarity, which has always been key to 
both conservative and Christian-demo-
crat thinking. When it comes to providing 
basic social services, accessible healthcare 
and subsidizing primary, secondary and 
higher education, we believe that the sta-
te has an important role to play in order 
to provide equality of opportunity for all 
members of our societies. We stand by a 
comprehensive social policy, potentially 
partly executed on the level of the Union 
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and the member states, if it enables a so-
cial market economy, improves working 
conditions, social cohesion and a cons-
tructive atmosphere between the various 
stakeholders, and as long as it fills a need 
that the market and civil society cannot 
fulfil.

As students we are particularly focused on 
safeguarding necessary state support for 
higher education and academic research, 
as we believe both are fundamental to 
create equality of opportunity. Ensuring 
higher education of the highest quality 
is indispensable both for the further de-
velopment of our societies and for the 
flourishing of our economies. We must 
therefore safeguard the accessibility of 
higher education to all European citizens, 
regardless of their financial means. Ever-
yone who is formally eligible to enrol to 
an educational institution should have the 
option to start her or his trajectory in that 
institution. We can never deceive oursel-
ves into thinking that we all have the same 
starting point in life. As such, special at-
tention must be given to disadvantaged 
groups of students.

Because of the indispensable role it plays 
in our modern societies, science requires 
public funding. We stand by the principle 
that basic research is an indispensable part 
of research funding, the exceptional quali-
ty of which is the foundation for the fur-
ther development of Europe as a location 
for research and innovation. The financial 
support for the development of applied 
technologies, on the other hand, should 
primarily be the responsibility of industry. 
However, fruitful cooperation between 
industries and governments should be 
promoted for this line of research.

Building an excessive bureaucracy, regu-
lating the personal, religious or cultural 
life of citizens,  providing excessive re-

gulations for enterprises, or incorpora-
ting substantial parts of the economy by 
means of state companies on the other 
hand constitute the types of policy we 
categorically reject. In order to allow for 
substantial and sustainable economic 
growth, the European Union should be a 
home to innovation and create the neces-
sary level playing field for both start-ups 
and SMEs to flourish. One of the main 
barriers standing in the way of such suc-
cess is an excess of regulation. We want 
to express our concern for an overload 
of legislation, both on the EU level and 
on the level of the member states, as this 
threatens to paralyze the creativity and the 
flexibility of the free markets. We therefo-
re continue to strive for less red tape, less 
administrative burden, more simple and 
clearer regulations and a governmental 
focus on enabling entrepreneurship and 
creating more synergy between research 
that is conducted in academia and new 
start-ups in the field. Government invest-
ments should never amount to a kind of 
“helicopter money” approach that artifi-
cially keeps alive defunct companies, but 
investments should target key sectors that 
can help in achieving a proper transfor-
mation to a more robust and sustainable 
economy.

As students and youth of the centre-right 
we fully subscribe to the principles of in-
ternational free trade and therefore stand 
by the idea that an important element to 
combat the current economic crisis we are 
facing is the further increase of free trade 
agreements with reliable trade partners 
worldwide, such as the Mercosur coun-
tries, Japan, the ASEAN region, India, and 
Africa. At the same time it is as much vital 
for us that whatever economic agreement 
we might broker, it takes into account our 
concerns pertaining to human rights and 
combating climate change.

Sustainability as a core centre-right 
topic 

For us young Europeans, that self-identi-
fy as centre-right, it is of vital importan-
ce that we get rid of the misconception 
that the fight against climate change and 
the struggle to preserve our planet and 
its biodi versity would be a (centre-) left 
theme. On the contrary, the profound 
ethical duty to preserve our environment 
is enshrined deeply in the core tenets of 
both Christian democracy and conser-
vatism. Also, from a liberal point of view 
damage to the climate is something that 
needs to be combatted, as it creates an 
unwarranted excess of external costs that 
are not properly covered. We therefore 
wish to see the ideological centre-right as 
fully committed to this huge challenge our 
generation has to face. It should be at the 
core of our political agendas and be taken 
into account in various domains of policy 
making, including our decisions regar-
ding new energy resources, the overall 
economy and the trade deals we establish 
between the EU and other regions in the 
world. As students and young people we 
want to give this topic the centre stage in 
the decisions taken by the centre-right, 
rather than being something we only pay 
lip service to, while ignoring it as soon as 
there are economic gains involved. 

At the same time our centre-right 
approach needs to be different than the 
one favoured by the (centre) left, not only 
because we need to stand out electorally, 
but more importantly because we need 
to put forward solutions that effectively 
help us win the most important fight of 
our century. The (centre) left unfortuna-
tely has mingled the fight against climate 
change with purely ideological attacks on 
capitalism and quite a number of irra-
tional points of view on various energy 
sources, in particular nuclear energy. As 
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the centre-right we need to fight the fight 
in a different way, with an openness to all 
energy sources that can help us cut down 
our CO2 emissions, regardless of unjusti-
fied fears, with a focus on new technolo-
gies and innovations rather than focusing 
on state intervention and regulation alo-
ne. Furthermore we need to ensure that 
the reforms we undertake in the context 
of combating climate change are used in 
a way to boost new branches of the eco-
nomy.

The future of our European Union

As centre-right students we remain dee-
ply committed to the European project, 
with its cornerstone principles of the free 
movement of persons, goods, capital and 
services. In addition to that, we continue 
to value the historic importance it has in 
ending the division of the European con-
tinent and the unique role it has played 
and continues to play as a peace project 
that has also deepened the solidarity be-
tween the European peoples while respec-
ting their history, their culture and their 
traditions. We will therefore continue to 
oppose nationalistic right-wing or left-
wing policies that want to benefit particu-
lar EU member states to the detriment of 
the functioning of the Union at large and 
to the detriment of the position of the EU 
as an actor on a world-wide scale.

While none of our organisations will ever 
subscribe to European federalism purely 
for the sake of federalism, we adopt the 
view that the European Union can be fur-
ther strengthened by receiving more com-
petences in fields where the principle of 
subsidiarity clearly shows that such a dele-
gation to the level of the Union is warran-
ted. In particular in the field of further in-
tegrated higher education, foreign policy, 
boarder control and migration , security 
and the military we see paths forward to 
form an ever-closer union.

At the same time we remain, true to our 
centre-right principles, critical of the 
many flaws the Union has in its current 
shape, including its tendency to overregu-
late, to produce too much red tape, its very 
strict adherence to the principle of unani-
mity, the limitations of the power of the 
European Parliament, and its absurd as-
pects which makes it an easy target for po-
pulist criticism, such as the monthly mi-
gration of the European Parliament from 
Brussels to Strasbourg. We strive for an 
European Union that is close to its citizens 
in all member states and that counters the 
criticism regarding “the Brussels bubble” 
by being actively engaged in all member 
states. Finally, the EU should actively con-
tinue its path of European integration and 
welcome the continued intensive dialogue 
with candidate countries such as Albania, 
the Republic of North-Macedonia, and 
Serbia, while also actively enabling the 
start of the dialogue with countries such 
as Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus. Across 
the Channel, despite decisions taken by 
the current government, we recognise the 
presence of a serious, large, pro-European 
movement among youth and the general 
population in the U.K.

The EU as a geopolitical actor

We wish to see an EU that is not only 
strong within Europe, but that also dares 
to take centre-stage on the global level. 
In a world where the dominance of the 
west is no longer a given and where other 
autocratic models of how to organize life 
and society are gaining more dominance, 
active involvement is not an option, but 
it is about the very survival of everything 
we stand for. As the centre-right we are 
outspoken supporters of maintaining the 
closest ties possible between the EU, the 
other European countries and our other 
western allies, notably the USA, Cana-
da and Australia. By acting together, we 
should be able to adopt a stronger and 

tougher stance towards states that go 
against our common interests and the va-
lues we share, most notably the regimes in 
China and Russia.

Although we understand that economic 
concerns will always be part of the picture 
in geopolitics, we feel it our specific task 
as students and youth to state that they 
should never overrule our concerns for the 
protection of  fundamental human rights, 
the rule of law and liberal democracy. We 
believe that past 20 years have provided us 
with more than enough reasons to carefu-
lly review our foreign policy towards the 
regimes in both Russia and China. Both 
regimes have tried to use the present crisis 
for political gain in their quest to desta-
bilize the European Union, in addition to 
continuously violating international law, 
democratic principles, the rule of law and 
persecuting minorities. We therefore ad-
vocate for utmost caution in our dealings 
with both China and Russia and embrace 
measures such as obligatory investment 
screening executed by the EU Commis-
sion for all major Chinese and Russian 
investments in the EU economy. This is all 
the more necessary for various strategica-
lly important sectors. Without falling into 
the trap of autarkic isolationism, it should 
be a priority for Europe to organize the at 
home production of specific strategic pro-
ducts, especially in high-end and innova-
tive sectors. Furthermore, Europe should 
take a pro-active approach and reach out 
to other crucial regions in the world, most 
notably Latin-America, Africa and the 
ASEAN region where Russian and Chine-
se influence is used to advocate for values 
that are diametrically opposed to the ones 
we hold dear. If our Union is to defend the 
various values we outlined in this resolu-
tion, it cannot hold back and wait, it needs 
to engage with the world as a whole.
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CONFERENCE 
RESOLUTION 

Location:
Council Meeting May, 
Online

Date:
31st of May 2021

Eastern European Security and De-
fence

The European Union has been heralded 
as one of the most unique and successful 
peace projects and human rights projects 
in the history of mankind. In fact, in ad-
dition to the undeniable economic bene-
fits the European Union has brought to its 
member states, it has also brought peace 
for more than seven decades to large parts 
of a region which historically always has 
been tormented by conflicts and recurrent 
wars. Enshrined in the very foundations 
of the European Union is an unwavering 
commitment to human rights, democra-
cy and the rule of law. Complementary to 
the EU project there is the NATO military 
alliance which unites 30 member states 
from across Europe and North America 
and has played a major role in safeguar-
ding the defence and security of its mem-
ber states. 

Unfortunately, not every European coun-
try has had the opportunity to take fully 
part in these two unique projects. At the 
current eastern border of the European 
Union one finds countries as Moldova, 
Ukraine and Georgia, which have, to di-
fferent degrees, repeatedly expressed an 
interest to be included in the enlargement 
process of the European Union and, in the 
case of Ukraine and Georgia, to be a fu-
ll-fledged member of the NATO alliance. 
Georgia and Ukraine have by now acqui-
red the status of NATO aspirant countries 
with successful cooperation on an array 
of areas. Moldova is committed to a strict 
principle of neutrality that is enshrined in 
its constitution, but the country has ente-
red a so-called Individual Partnership Ac-
tion Plan with regard to NATO. By means 
of the Eastern Partnership structural ties 
between the EU and six eastern European 
countries have been created, including 
Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova. Since 

2009 the Eastern Partnership functions as 
a forum that concentrates on trade, travel 
agreements and economic strategy, as well 
as creating an area of shared values and 
promoting democracy, the rule of law and 
human rights. While these highly needed 
initiatives are absolutely to be welcomed, 
they unfortunately have not been able to 
guarantee the necessary stability, peace, 
security and democracy that have been en-
joyed by member states with full EU and 
NATO membership. 

In fact, over the past years we have witnes-
sed increasingly worrisome  situations in 
many Eastern European countries. This 
poses not alone a huge threat to the secu-
rity of the specific Eastern European coun-
tries involved but to the overall security of 
the EU and NATO as well. In Ukraine, 
we have witnessed, since 2014, the outra-
geous, illegal annexation of Crimea by the 
Russian Federation and a continued open 
war between the Russian Federation and 
Ukraine for the so-called Donbas region, 
with the Russian Federation and terrorist 
groups of pro-Russian separatists cons-
tantly violating negotiated ceasefires in the 
war. The huge Russian military presence 
near the Ukrainian borders and on the oc-
cupied territories of Ukraine continues to 
pose a serious threat to the military secu-
rity of Ukraine and Europe as a whole. The 
fact that the Russian Federation avoids ful-
filling the obligations that were laid down 
under the Minsk Agreements to ensure a 
stable ceasefire have led negotiations be-
tween the Russian Federation and Ukraine 
to deadlock. 

In Georgia political disagreements be-
tween the ruling coalition and the opposi-
tion led to massive protests with casualties 
and the violent arrest of the leader of the 
opposition. Furthermore, considerable 
parts of the Georgian territory are still 
partly occupied by the Russian Federation, 
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by means of the instalment of Russian 
puppet states such as Abkhazia and Sou-
th Ossetia. In Moldova, pro-European 
forces in politics and society are met by 
considerable obstacles created by the Rus-
sian Federation that stand in the way of 
further integration and stronger coopera-
tion between the EU and Moldova. Rus-
sia is known to constantly meddle with 
Moldovan internal politics by sponso-
ring pro-Russian parties and politicians. 
Moreover, by supporting the region of 
Transnistria in maintaining its de facto 
independence, while it is internationally 
recognized as part of the Moldovan terri-
tory, the Russian Federation violates the 
rights of the Moldovan state and creates 
further difficulties for a better coopera-
tion between Moldova and the European 
Union.

Belarus has recently experienced a massi-
ve crackdown on the democratic opposi-
tion and a wave of inhumane and extreme 
violence against peaceful protesters who 
demand nothing more than the integri-
ty of the elections. The opposition to the 
authoritarian leadership of Lukashenko is 
arrested, brutally tortured and silenced by 
the government on a regular basis. Most 
recently, the regime in Belarus went as far 
as engaging in state terrorism by highjac-
king a commercial plane that was flying 
between two EU member states in order 
to arrest Roman Protasevich, a prominent 
member of the opposition. Obviously, 
the regime in Belarus being able to stay 
in power is only made possible by the 
support they are receiving from the Rus-
sian Federation. On top of all of this, EU 
member states, such as the Baltic States, 
Finland, Poland and the Czech Republic 
experience the looming threat of Russian 
aggression, including subversive cam-
paigns, espionage and cyberattacks.

In all the aforementioned conflicts and 
situations, the reactions from the EU or 

NATO have, unfortunately, not been con-
vincing or firm enough as to stop the Rus-
sian Federation and its allies in Belarus 
and elsewhere from threatening the se-
curity of Eastern Europe. So far reactions 
have ranged from public condemnations 
to sanctions towards specific individuals 
or institutions and some sanctions with 
a somewhat wider scope. These measu-
res fall short of being coherent and strong 
responses and have thus not stopped the 
regime in Belarus from continuing its 
outrageous policies and have not kept 
the regime in Russia from spreading lies, 
fear, terror and war in its neighbouring 
countries. If the fundamental values we 
subscribe to, as outlined in our EDS con-
ference resolution on our centre-right 
ideology, are to be lived values that mean 
something, it should also be the case with 
regard to the situation in Eastern Europe. 
We therefore call for a more principled 
stance to approach the many conflicts in 
the region, which are all fed by the Rus-
sian Federation.

In order to move towards more effective 
measures that can guarantee the secu-
rity of Eastern Europe, we call upon the 
EU to do everything as to facilitate the 
process for EU Membership for Eastern 
Partnership countries Ukraine and Mol-
dova, whilst respecting all obligations that 
come with such steps. In December 2019, 
following the eighth Euronest Parliamen-
tary Assembly, a resolution was passed 
which affirms that the process of EU en-
largement is open to Eastern Partnership 
member states and that future enlarge-
ment of the EU will be mutually beneficial 
for both the EU and Eastern Partnership 
members. In June 2020, another motion 
by the same assembly again confirmed 
that the Eastern Partnership policy can 
facilitate a process of gradual integration 
into the EU. Given the dire situation with 
regard to security many valuable pro-Eu-
ropean Eastern Partnership countries are 

currently in, the process of talks and nego-
tiations should be sped up. The EU should 
therefore engage in even closer coopera-
tion with Eastern Partnership countries 
Moldova and Ukraine and provide a clear 
set of steps, as well as assistance and gui-
dance that will enable them to fulfil the 
entry prerequisites and accelerate their 
membership procedure. Also with regard 
to the membership of NATO, we call upon 
NATO to provide a clear path towards 
membership for Ukraine and Georgia, 
as well as the possibility for even closer 
cooperation during the process towards 
full-fledged membership. For the time be-
ing, we also call on the European Union 
and NATO Member States to provide all 
possible diplomatic support and material 
assistance to Ukraine, Georgia and Mol-
dova in the particular struggles they are 
facing and to the democratic opposition 
and civil society that is fighting the regime 
of Lukashenko in Belarus and the regime 
leading the Russian Federation.

For the security of the European Union 
and Europe at large we call upon all EU 
member states, NATO members and Eas-
tern Partnership countries to organize an 
expulsion of recognized members of Rus-
sian intelligence services in these respec-
tive states.

We call upon the EU to implement severe 
economic sanctions against the regimes in 
Belarus and in the Russian Federation that 
can cause critical damage to their econo-
mies as to ensure that it becomes clear 
that the recent deeds of both regimes do 
not go unpunished and that the EU stands 
ready to side completely with its partners 
in Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova, as well 
as with the democratic opposition in Be-
larus. We call upon the EU member states 
to put an end to the Nord Stream 2 project
as to avoid the situation where the Rus-
sian Federation can cut off Ukraine and 
Poland from necessary access to gas. In a 
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similar vein, we call upon the EU to in-
vest also more generally in energy inde-
pendence from the Russian federation by 
investing further in innovative green te-
chnologies combined with nuclear energy.

The EU should also prepare for future 
possible conflicts with the Russian Fe-
deration and the regime in Belarus and 
prepare already plans for sets of new eco-
nomic sanctions targeting the regimes in 
Belarus and the Russian Federation that 
can be swiftly applied in the case of con-
tinued violation of  international law. The 
consequences for Belarus and the Russian 
Federation in case of further violations 
should be communicated strongly and 
immediately.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student organisa-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP) call upon the EU Commission, 
the EU Parliament, the EU member 
states and NATO members:

• To support to the fullest our partners 
in Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia and 
the democratic opposition in Belarus.

• To facilitate the process for EU 
Membership for Eastern Partners-
hip countries Ukraine and Moldova, 
whilst respecting all obligations that 
come with such steps.

• To provide a clear path towards 
NATO membership for Ukraine and 
Georgia, as well as the possibility for 
even closer cooperation during the 
process towards full-fledged mem-
bership.

• To implement severe economic sanc-
tions against the regime in Belarus.

• To implement severe economic sanc-
tions against the Russian Federation.

• To put an end to the Nord Stream 2 
gas pipeline initiative.

• To invest in energy independence 
from Russian gas by investing in in-
novative green technology and nu-
clear energy.

• To prepare further economic sanc-
tions against Belarus and the Russian 
Federation that can be applied in the 
case of continued violation of inter-
national law.

• To fully support in a tangible way 
the opposition and civil society in 
Belarus and the Russian Federation 
which is actively fighting the regimes 
in power.
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It has been a very exciting 30th Anniversary year for BullsEye 
Magazine, featuring the largest Editorial team in our history, the 
greatest number of high-quality articles, as well as the highest 
amount of contributions from Europe’s leading politicians in 
every edition, including all senior EPP leaders. 

Most of all we are grateful to the BullsEye Editors and 
Contributors who have delivered high quality content, strong 
research and impressive articles. Th e strategy of the previous year 
was built upon and, despite logistical challenges, the publication 
has continued to grow in quality and in strength of readership 
and relevance.

We welcomed new and returning colleagues and created the 
largest Editorial Team in our history. Th e new team undertook 
training and heard from expert speakers where, alongside 
colleagues from the Policy Working Groups and new Bureau 
members, they received insights into EDS, student politics and 
organisational skills in general, and into managing motions, 
writing articles, conducting interviews and operating EDS and 
BullsEye platforms in particular.

We are thrilled that leading politicians have contributed to 
every single edition for the fi rst time in our history. Th ese have 
included, among others:

EPP President Donald Tusk; EPP Group President Manfred 
Webber; EPP Secretary General Antonio López-Istúriz; EPP 
Vice-President Andrey Kovatchev MEP; CEF Chair Sir David 
Lidington; former Swedish Prime Minister Carl Bildt; former 
Lithuanian Prime Minister Andrius Kubilius; former EDS Chair 

and Government Minister Ian Taylor MBE; the President of the 
EU-US delegation of the EP Radosław Sikorski; and the Director 
of the Robert Schuman Institute, Gabor Berczeli, among many 
others.

Th e sheer number of Europe’s most high-profi le centre-right 
politicians taking time and energy to write for BullsEye speaks 
volumes for the increasing reputation of our magazine.

We are especially grateful to EDS members who have contributed 
on a regular basis with very strong articles and interviews, and 
we have been proud to feature their content in every edition, as 
well as on the website.

Th e website itself has been revamped and updated, with new 
features added and an improved structure set up, in order to 
increase ranking in search engines and to optimise user journeys. 
All of the content, editor biographies, articles, interviews and 
editions of the magazine from the past two years have been 
added to the site.

BullsEye is a key vehicle to share the ideas and values of 
EDS members and we are thrilled to celebrate both the 60th 
Anniversary of EDS as well as the 30th Anniversary of BullsEye. 
Many thanks to all Editors and Contributors for all their work, 
high quality content and inspiring articles.

With so much momentum and growth, and such a strong 
reputation among Europe’s key fi gures, we cannot wait to see the 
even greater heights we will reach in the coming working year.

BullsEye Team



119

Mattia Caniglia is the World Terro-
rism Watch Database Director at 
the European Strategic Intelligen-
ce and Security Center in Brussels 
where he manages a research and 
analysis team dealing with interna-
tional security, geopolitics and te-
rrorism issues. Previously he colla-
borated as a political and economic 
analyst with media outlets like Th e 
Guardian, Fortune China and Welt.

Ivan Botoucharov is the Chair 
of YCGE UK, the 1st Vice-Chair 
of EDS and the President of the 
Nordic Conservative Student Union 
(NKSU). He has been studying 
at universities in the UK (UEA 
and LMU) and the USA (UCLA), 
and holds a full Chartered status 
from the Institute of Marketing, 
granted by authority of Th e Queen’s 
Privy Council. Ivan co-founded 
and managed OneEurope, which 
became Europe’s largest citizens 
media during his tenure.

Krzyzstof Kuboń, is currently ser-
ving as Deputy Editor-in-Chief of 
BullsEye Magazine, and working as 
an Associate of Polish MP. He is fi  
nishing his degree in International 
Relations at Jagiellonian University 
in Poland, focused on Eastern poli-
cy and modern diplomacy.

Gustaf Reinfeldt, is a staff  writer for 
the think tank Timbro’s web maga-
zine Smedjan and a former edito-
rial writer for Sweden’s daily busi-
ness newspaper, Dagens industri. 
He has served as the International 
Secretary and as Vice-Chairman of 
FMSF Sweden. He has an academic 
background from Lund University 
and Uppsala University

Rayno D. Stoyanov is currently fi ni-
shing his Masters in Law at UNWE 
Sofi a. He has been a junior associate 
at the ‘Stoyanov and Associates Law 
House’ since 2016. Rayno is a Mem-
ber of the Union of Democratic For-
ces (UDF) since 2008 and is also a 
member of the Supervising Council 
of the organisation since 2018. He 
is also a member of the Federation 
of Independent Students Societies 
(FISS) where he is the International 
Secretary and has been attending 
EDS in this capacity since 2017.  

Alexandra Zakova, was born in Slo-
vakia and is currently fi  nishing her 
studies in international business 
administration at the University of 
Vienna and working for a manage-
ment consultancy. She got re-elec-
ted in 2019 as a Vice- Chairwoman 
of ODM and has been an active 
member in EDS since 2017.
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Aurora Hårtveit, is a norwegian 
student from Kristiansand. She is 
currently studying for a masters in 
comparative politics at the Univer-
sity of Bergen. Aurora have years of 
experience from international or-
ganisations, and has especially wor-
ked with Eastern European politics.

Jad Youseff , is a fi nance gradua-
te from the University of CNAM. 
Head of the Research Team at the 
Lebanese Forces students asso-
ciation intellectual development 
department. He is also Assistant 
Production Manager at Anxin In-
dustrial Technology in Nigeria and 
has earned a certifi cate with Lea-
dership Management International 
(LMI).

Eleni Koufali, comes from Athens, 
Greece. She studies Law at the Na-
tional Kapodistrian University of 
Athens. Eleni is interested in legal 
science, writing, journalism, pro-
tecting human rights and entrepre-
neurship. In her free time, she enjoys 
playing the piano, dancing and tra-
velling.

Felix Milbank, is an undergraduate 
student at New College of Huma-
nities London, studying Politics, 
International Relations and Eco-
nomics. Felix shares a great passion 
on matters of security and defen-
ce and has lobbied for greater pan 
european co-operation to resolve 
matters in Eastern Ukraine. Felix 
comes from Cardiff  in Wales and is 
currently working as a Fundraising 
Lead on behalf of a Welsh Con-
servative Parliamentary candidate 
ahead of the 2021 election.

Dimitrije Milić (24) is a Serbian ci-
tizen and political commentator for 
Serban media since 2017 on topics 
of political situation in EU member 
countries. He has a Bachelor in In-
ternational Relations from the Uni-
versity of Belgrade and is currently 
pursuing MA in European politics 
at the same University.

Charlie Crumpton, is from England, 
United Kingdom and graduated 
with a Masters in Political Commu-
nication. He has worked in British 
politics for the last two years and is 
particularly interested in objecti-
vism and personal responsibility as 
political philosophies.
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Martin Bergman (22) from Falun, 
Sweden, is the International Secre-
tary of Fria Moderata Studentför-
bundet (FMSF). He serves as Coun-
cillor in Dalarna and is studying for 
a B.Sc. in International Economics 
at the University of Gothenburg. He 
has a deep interest in sports and has 
a background as an elite athlete in 
alpine skiing. 

Vladimir Kljajic, has a BA in 
International Relations. He is 
currently pursuing a Masters 
degree in American Studies. He 
is also the director of a small 
local cultural centre in Belgrade, 
Serbia. He considers EDS as a pan-
European platform focusing on 
discussions on issues important for 
Europe’s future. He is a vegetarian 
and wants to help Serbia become an 
EU member.

Victoria Olari is a Moldovan and 
Romanian citizen and has been 
an active member in EDS since 
2014. With a Bachelor’s degree in 
Economics and a Master’s degree in 
Tax Law, Victoria has professional 
experiences in the public, private 
and non-governmental sectors. 
She currently works as a project 
manager in confl ict settlement and 
inter-ethnic consolidation at the 
Institute for Strategic Initiatives.

Marta Urgellés, is from Barcelona, 
Spain. She holds both law and 
political science degrees in Pompeu 
Fabra University. She is currently 
the Chairwoman of the NNGG 
Pupils in Catalonia. She has become 
an active member of EDS in 2017 
aft er several years in her national 
organisation.
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Full members

During the last working year CDS has once more enriched 
student life at all major Dutch-speaking universities in 
Belgium. We again organized numerous debates, lectures 
and seminars for students. We let CD&V politicians talk 
about their view on the future of christian democracy, 
talked about identity and ideology and had discussions 
on topics ranging from ethical topics to the structure of 
our federal system, etc. In addition to organize events 
for students, CDS also fulfi lled its role as a student think 
tank. We managed to write and publish several magazines 
and opinion pieces. Th e main project of last year was to 
write a new ideological political program for the future 
of christian democracy in Flanders. We launched our 
‘Christmas Program’ at Christmas Eve and received many 

congratulations from our motherparty and MP’s. With 
these initiatives we enriched christian democratic thinking, 
internally in our own organization but also in JONGCD&V 
and CD&V and the wider public debate. Further we also 
actively participated in the online events from EDS. We 
did manage to organize some online debates and activities 
such as our own chair(wo)man elections which resulted in 
mr. Jonah Penninck becoming re-elected as our chairman 
with an overwhelming majority. His running mate Th omas 
Buys will be our secretary-general for next year. Damiaan 
Kiebooms will be our vice-chairman. During the Covid-19-
restrictions, we stayed active on our social media accounts, 
gave them and our website a full make-over.

CDS Belgium
Christen Democratische Studenten

In the summer of 2020, protests against the government 
began in Bulgaria. Th e protests were inspired by 
the Bulgarian president and dominated by populist 
organizations. 

In March 2021 FISS had an online Annual Congress, in 
which were elected: 

• honorary Chairman of FISS – Plamen Panayotov, was 
reelected; 

• Chairman of FISS – Todor Gunchev, was reelected;

• International Secretary of FISS – Rayno Stoyanov, 
was reelected.

On 4th of April 2021 the Parliament Elections took part in 
Bulgaria. FISS members and supporters have supported the 
candidates from GERB and the Union of Democratic Forces, 
the EPP candidates. Th is coalition has undisputedly won 
the elections and defeated the socialists and the populists. 
GERB – UDF was the fi rst political force, but could not form 

a government and early elections were scheduled for 11th 
of July 2021.

FISS continues to work as a permanent member of the 
Public Council in the Central Election Commission of 
Bulgaria. On the proposal of FISS, the National Assembly 
elected Alexander Andreev as Chairman of the Central 
Election Commission.

FISS has a long experience as an organization which is 
registering observers for the local and national elections 
in Bulgaria. Th e organization was registered for the 17th 
consecutive time by a decision of the Central Election 
Commission as an offi  cial election observer. 

Th is year the Federation continues its work on joint project 
with the Transatlantic Prosperity Area – Observer Mission, 
Bulgaria.

In 2021, FISS continues to operate by supporting and 
promoting, together with the Civil Initiative “Ronald 

FISS Bulgaria
Federation of Independent Student Societies
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Reagan, Bulgaria”, the monument of the US President 
Ronald Reagan, which is located on the alley “Ronald 
Reagan” in South park, Sofia, Bulgaria. 

The monument in the city of Sofia was built in 2017 on the 
idea of Mr. Georgi Nenkov, Attorney at law, former member 
of the Executive Bureau of FISS and Coordinator of the Civil 
Initiative “Ronald Reagan, Bulgaria” and of the Initiative 
Committee. The construction is funded and implemented by 
the FISS and the Civil Initiative “Ronald Reagan, Bulgaria”. 
On the same way were built the only three identical bust 
monuments in the world, of the US President Ronald 

Reagan. The monuments are located on the alley “Ronald 
Reagan”, in South Park in Sofia, Bulgaria, in Ronald Reagan’s 
Rancho del Cielo, in Santa Barbara, California, USA and in 
the Freedom Garden, maintained by Robert Agostinelli, in 
London, Great Britain. Author of all three monuments is the 
famous Bulgarian sculptor Boris Borisov. 

In 2021 began the preparation for the celebration of the fifth 
anniversary of the monument in Sofia, which will be in May 
2022.

In July 2020 Croatia held its national elections for Members 
of the Croatian Parliament, which resulted in a strong 
victory of the centre-right party, Croatian Democratic 
Union (HDZ), a member of the European People’s Party. 
Considering a strong majority, our mother party HDZ, 
easily formed the government and now presides most of 
the State Ministries. Several HAZ members act as high-level 
government officials. In May 2021 Croatia also held its local 
elections with favouring results again for the ruling party, 
HDZ. Our HAZ members have, therefore, been elected 
to office in local and regional government units including 
a position of a County Prefect. Unfortunately, Croatia has 
been hit with a series of strong earthquakes in the past year 
which is why HAZ organised a humanitarian action for 
donating and helping the families whose homes have been 
affected the most. Furthermore, despite the pandemic, HAZ 
managed to organise numerous events in online and hybrid 
format. 

In fact, faculty branches of HAZ local organizations have 
organized several hybrid events that gathered more than 
500 participants, such as “Entrepreneurial Academy” and 
“Foundations of Restauration” (tackling pressing questions 

after the earthquake). In months of a better epidemiological 
situation, our Academic Council organised physical 
panel discussions and educational round tables. HAZ 
also participated in all EDS events during the past year 
and presented ideas at international events such as RCDS 
Education Forum 2021. Also, HAZ had an annual assembly 
where new members of the Presidency and executive bodies 
were elected. HAZ appointed Katarina Šarac as the new 
International Secretary and introduced the establishment of 
new bodies such as the National Spokesperson, Academic 
Council and the Alumni Community. In this year, 2021, 
HAZ actually celebrated its 30th anniversary for what 
occasion we plan on publishing a monography sometime 
next year.

HAZ Croatia  
Hrvatska akademska zajednica      
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Although the situation of the COVID pandemic was not 
good in the Czech Republic, Young Conservatives (MK) 
have organized a lot of events in online space and in-person.

In October, regional elections were held, in which many 
members of MK stood as candidates. This fall we are going 
to have legislative elections. MK members will be supporting 
the campaign of the coalition SPOLU (TOGETHER). Some 
of our members are also candidates on the ticket of SPOLU 
coalition.

In November, our members organized the traditional event, 
Winter University – online, with many interesting guests. 
In this time, we also organized debates with experts about 
the US elections and as a student-based organization, our 
members have participated in the celebration of the Velvet 
revolution.

At the beginning of 2021, our members organized 
roundtables and conferences on various topics such as 
conservatism in theory and practice, education or regional 
development.

Out chairman, Mr. Vančík has also participated in many 
debates and interviews as an MK representative. He also 

took part in the Congress of the Czech Council of Children 
and Youth and the Congress of the Youth of the People’s 
Party.

We are also cooperating with other youth political 
organizations and partners from neighbouring countries. 
We have established long-term cooperation with the Polish 
organization Metropolitarny Instytut Rozwoju. With them 
we have organized a very successful project – the Czech-
Polish Academy for Leaders of Economic Cooperation.

In summer MK is going to organize its summer university in 
Brno and in September we are expecting the biggest event – 
MK is celebrating the 30th anniversary. 

The celebration will be accompanied by a special publication 
that will summarize the years of existence of MK, including 
our long-term cooperation with our colleagues in EDS. 

We are looking forward to more years of successful 
cooperation!

MK Czech Republic
Mladí  konzervativci

After our elections in 2020 a new executive team was 
constructed with their abilities supplying their new 
positions. Christian Holst Vigilius was elected Chair and has 
had a great approach to the organisational work within KS. 
Nicklas Verne Jensen was elected International Secretary 
and has built very strong relations with many partner 
organisations across Europe.

KS has had some economic issues for a few years, but with 
the new initiatives and economic policy we are enforcing on 
ourselves, our economy is rising within the organisation. 

It has also been important for us to initiate political activity 
in the Danish universities, and we are planning many events 
in the near future. 

Lastly we are attempting to become an active part of EDS 
after a couple of years of inactivity with our newly elected 
International Secretary Nicklas Verne Jensen. We look 
forward to the collaborative work on the international scene.

KS Denmark 
Konservative Studerende
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During the working year 2020-21 most of IRLY events were 
held online due to the restrictions caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. During this time several virtual events were held, 
including meetings with former Government Ministers, 
experts and leading public fi gures.

In 2020 there was a large-scale public discussion and 
the proposed legal changes with regards to international 
students in Estonia. Members of IRLY were in the forefront 
of this discussion, which can be seen from various articles 
published on the topic of international students in Estonia 
and from their participation in many debates and diff erent 
work groups.

IRLY also held its traditional events during the summer and 
our members were active with regards to the discussions 
about the future of our political party ISAMAA. Several 
IRL Youth members were elected to the Board of diff erent 
internal party groups in ISAMAA, and were preparing for 
the party Congress (and Chairman election) in 2021.

We are very proud of Kristjan Ühtid who has been 
organising the local elections in Tallinn, fi nding candidates 
and managing campaigns. Kristjan also helped organise the 
congress of our party ISAMAA, where he hosted events, 
coordinated members and helped get our people elected to 
key positions.

IRL Youth Estonia
Isamaa Noorteühendus ResPublica

Our acitivities from July 2020 to July 2021 were focused on 
our party congress in Fall, student union elections in Fall 
and Finland’s municipial elections in spring of 2021.

For the party congress Kokoomusopiskelijat prepared over 
10 motions, and our local organisations many more. We 
were able to set the agenda of discussions over many issues, 
including the debate over fur farming which gained national 
coverage. We also doubled our seats in party council, which 
is the highest body of the party between party congresses.

Student union elections were held in Tampere University 
and University of Helsinki. In Tampere we kept our seats 
in the representative council, almost gaining one seat. In 
Helsinki we managed to achieve a major victory, increasing 
Kokoomus’s seats from 4 to 6, continuing a streak of good 
performance in elections. Student unions construct a 
vital fi eld in our activities, since membership for them is 
mandatory for all university students. For instance the 
student union of University of Helsinki has 28 000 members.

In spring our main focus has been on Finland’s municipal 
elections, which Kokoomus won by a large margin. Our 

party managed to win mayoral elections in Helsinki, 
Tampere and Turku, meaning that every major city in 
growth zone of Finland has a mayor from Kokoomus. 
Kokoomusopiskelijat had also many candidates in elections 
all over the country, and we more than doubled the amount 
of municipal councilors who have our membership.

In conclusion, our year has been a good one. We have 
continued a general upward trajectory in almost all of our 
important fi elds, from amount of members in our local 
organisations to diff erent elections. Most importantly, we 
have been able to push our members in important places of 
power, e.g. board of National union of University students in 
Finland, diff erent positions in our parliamentary group etc.

Th ere hasn’t been changes in presidency, since our 
organisation elects its chairman and two vice-chairs 
biennialy. Rest of the board members were elected in Fall in 
our annual meeting.

TK Finland
Student Union of the National Coalition Party Tuhatkunta / 
Kokoomuksen Opiskelijaliitto Tuhatkunta ry
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In January 2021, there was a reshuffle in the DAP-NDFK 
National Board. Konstantinos Tsiagkliotis was appointed 
Secretary General and Syrila Makarezou International 
Secretary, proposed by Pavlos Marinakis, president of DAP-
NDFK’s mother organisation, ONNED. 

The past academic year DAP-NDFK faced many challenges 
due to the pandemic, which affected Greek students’ 
everyday academic life; nevertheless the organisation 
managed to turn this obstacle into an opportunity and held 
various online meetings, held campaigns, academies for its 

members and promoted its concrete ideas. A major online 
meeting was held in February along with the Minister 
of Education, in order to launch the bill on education 
adopting many of DAP-NDFK ideas and proposals. DAP-
NDFK as a dominant power, representing the majority of 
students in Hellenic Universities introduced a full package 
of revolutionary proposals.

DAP-NDFK Greece
Demokratiki Ananeotiki Protoporia - Nea Demokratiki Fittiki Kinisi

During the past one and a half year Fidelitas took an 
enormous part in helping elderly or sick people in the 
pandemic. Our activists as volunteers helped thousands of 
Hungarian citizens in need to ease the state of emergency 
for them.

In 2022, there will be parliamentary election which has a 
huge significance for the future.   Fidelitas took part in the 
campaign and help a lot, not only in person but also online.

We also stood up for our friends in Transcarpathia. In the 
current situation, our friends across the border also need the 
most help in controlling the pandemic. So we restructured 
the purpose of our charity campaign and continued 
our fundraising campaign. Donations were used for the 
purchase of medical supplies and equipment. The governing 
parties and Fidelitas have strengthened our relationships 
and helped our friends.

Young employees under the age of 25 are exempt from 
personal income tax from the 1st of January 2022. This 
measure of the government is likely to have a number of 
beneficial effects, on one hand working abroad for financial 
reasons are expected to be less attractive, on the other 
hand this step is going to be effective to prepare the youth 
financially for their life after university. It is further proof 
that young people can only count on Fidesz and Fidelitas.

Fidelitas Hungary
Fidelitas
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It has been a very diffi  cult year for us Lebanese, lockdowns 
& the Covid-19 situation, and unfortunately the Beirut 
explosion that took place on the 4th of August 2021.

• Th e LFYA volunteered with the NGO “Ground 0” to 
provide help for the victims, provided food and water.

• Took part of the Lebanese American University 
elections in Jbeil & Beirut and won the majority of the 
seats and the presidency of the student’s council.

• Organized an anti-bullying campaign.

• Participated in the elections of the Saint Joseph 
University of Beirut (USJ) and won 24 seats in Beirut 
and 4 seats in the Bekaa region.

• Submitted proposals for the Private universities in 
Lebanon USJ-LAU concerning the increase of their 
tuition fees.

• Launched a campaign on social media inviting the 
youth and students to get vaccinated and a live Q&A 
to talk about the covid-19 vaccine with experts. 

• In collaboration with the Sports Bureau, LFYA 
launched the “Emergency Response Training” 
following the medical emergency involving Denmark’s 
player Christian Eriksen.

• Th e Alumni offi  ce organized a Job interview skills 
Workshop via Zoom for Business & Law students.

• Launched a social media campaign on “Suicide 
Prevention”

• Schools department launched a humanitarian aid 
campaign, raised donations and food boxes that were 
distributed to the families in need. 

• LFYA raised donations and helped 150 students in 
paying their tuition fees.

LFYA Lebanon
Youth Forward Movement

Despite the challenges brought by the pandemic, the Young 
Conservatives League remained an active and prominent 
youth organisation in Lithuania. In December we elected 
a new board which is now actively working on return to 
normal in-person activities and events

Nonetheless, during the pandemic JKL successfully 
transferred our activities and events to the digital space. 
Th is led to a signifi cantly larger number of online lectures, 
discussions, debates and events being organised for our 
members and the general public. 

Furthermore, JKL actively participated in and initiated 
numerous campaigns. We proactively promoted the 
importance of vaccination and quarantine measures. Also, 
aft er the fraudulent Belarussian elections and mass protests 
JKL was a strong supporter of the Belarussian opposition 

participating in the “Road of Freedom ‘’ initiative forming a 
human chain from Vilnius to the Belarussian border.
Additionally, our organisation strongly supported and 
assisted our mother party “Homeland Union - Lithuanian 
Christian Democrats” in the Lithuanian Parliamentary 
elections of 2020. Th e result of the elections was spectacular 
and led to the formation of a centre-right coalition led by 
our mother party.

Now as restrictions are being lift ed, we already had our fi rst 
national in-person event. We hope to continue returning to 
in-person events and actively contributing to EDS.

JKL Lithuania
Jaunųjų Konservatorių Lyga
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The current SDM executive was elected in December 2020 
during SDM’s Annual General Meeting with the aim to be 
the best student organisation able to represent all students 
studying in Malta and Gozo. 

Within the first few months of the new executive SDM 
hosted social events such as ‘The SDM Hike’ and several 
online events such as ‘The Virtual Scavenger Hunt’. SDM 
was also present in events hosted by other organisations 
such as ESO’s Clean Up. During exam season SDM created 
an exam survival kit for students to make use of. 

In March SDM was proud to take part in EDS’s Winter 
University which was held online due to the pandemic. 
During this time SDM also hosted a fundraiser for Women 
in need on women’s Day and a blood donation campaign. 

The ‘Putting the Act in Activism’ Campaign was hosted in 
April. This campaign was made up of several interviews with 
student organisations which were later posted on SDM’s 
Facebook page. As part of the campaign people who were 
or are currently student activists including the First Vice-
President of the European Union Dr.Roberta Metsola spoke 
about their experience and involvement as student activists. 

SDM also took part in KSU’s policy paper which will be 
published in the coming weeks titled ‘Beyond the Influence: 
Your FuturEU’. This policy paper focuses on raising 
awareness on drugs use and abuse. SDM also backed KSU 
on its Call for a more detailed White Paper on Cannabis for 
personal use. SDM launched a team of candidates which 
were all elected during last April’s elections for KSU (Kunsill 
studenti Universitarji) 

SDM has made sure to use its platform to channel the 
students’ voice to the appropriate authority. This was done 
during the MUT Teachers strike, the issue of covid-19 
vaccinations for Health sciences students, during the 
implementation of education regulations in times of 
covid-19 and during delays of examination results amongst 
others.

In May SDM was part of the ‘Get Vaccinated Campaign’ 
together with another 19 youth organisations making part 
of the University of Malta. Currently SDM is hosting several 
social events within Covid-19 regulations and is proud to be 
hosting this year’s EDS Summer University in Malta.

SDM Malta
Student Demokristjani Maltin

During the last working year CSJ Luxembourg had 
different activities with extraordinary measures. For the 
first time in history due to COVID 19 the national congress 
of CSJ Luxembourg and the national congress of CSV 
Luxembourg was held online. A new era begun, because 
the strategy is different, than the years before. The main 
goal is to combine the older and younger generation in 
politics and to give also the young people the possibility 
to make an active contribution. During this working year 
CSJ Luxembourg wrote several motions (for example with 
the topics of mental health, urbanisme in Luxembourg, 
financial problems of students during the COVID 19 
pandemic).

All those motions have already been voted at our national 
congress with the support of our father party. Besides 
the new working group of environnement and the house 

crise, CSJ Luxembourg is organizing also the old working 
groups to have a large spectrum of important topics.  In 
march 2020 our student organisation of CSJ Luxembourg 
had also their elections of a new committe for the next 
two years. Moreover we presented our motions about the 
importance of the luxembourgish language and we opened 
three working groups (policy education, the importance of 
the health section and the craft sector). Last but not least, 
CSJ Luxembourg participated at the EDS winter university, 
the council meeting and the meeting of RCDS. We, CSJ 
Luxembourg would like to thank everyone, who supported, 
helped and joined us in those strange and very hard times.

CSJ Luxembourg
Chrëschtlech-Sozial Jugend
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During the working year 2020/2021, HS has had an election 
of the new board, re-electing our chairman Andreas Oft edal 
and our international secretary Emilie Nordstrøm for a 
second period. At our national congress, HS also adopted 
new foreign- and student policy programs.

In 2021, HS is celebrating our 60th anniversary, hosting a 
larger event to celebrate this milestone together with our 
members, former members, as well as party politicians. 

Although the working year of 2020/2021 has been 
challenging due to the pandemic, HS has continued with 
our hard work. In addition to arranging a high number of 
events, we also had a record-high number of appearances 
in traditional media. HS also had a record-high number of 

policy additions to the Norwegian Conservative Party’s new 
party program for the 2021-election. 

Our main focus this past year, has been on the 2021 national 
election in Norway, designing new campaign materials, 
detailed campaign plans, and hosted several events to 
engage our members in the campaign.

HS continues to stay committed to our international work, 
attending all EDS and NKSU events this past year. We have 
also extended our international work by initiating HS’ 
fi rst international committee who has worked dedicatedly 
throughout the year hosting events, meetings with MPs, and 
developing motions.

HS Norway
Høyres Studenter

We started the working year 2020/2021 with a campaign 
where Milena Kowalska and Michał Pabich visited the SMD 
regions and members elected delegates for Congress. Be-
tween September 25th and 27th we had a Congress Meeting 
in Lubniewice, hosting around 160 delegates in person. On 
September 26th we had elected Milena Kowalska for her 
second term as Chairwoman. As for Board Members we 
had elected 2 Vice-Chairs: Bartłomiej Zwolakiewicz and 
Jan Sarecki, Secretary General: Marcin Wojtera, Treasurer: 
Michał Jakubek, Members: Bartosz Bejm, Adam Olejnik, 
Adam Smuga, Julita Widak. Newly elected Board appointed 
2 internal teams (working groups): Secretariat of Interna-
tional Cooperation (with Agata Czyżewska as International 
Secretary) and SMD Team of Ecology and Climate (jointly 
led by Luiza Kilianowska, Antonina Krawczyk and Wit Ma-
niewski). 

Aft er Constitutional Tribunal ruling on almost complete 
prohibition of abortion from October 22nd, our members 
participated and organised protests all over Poland to pro-
tect Women’s Rights. Majority of the end of 2020 we have 
spent on the streets fi ghting for women’s right to choose. 
Th en before Christmas we have been organising fundraisers 
for poor families, child care homes and animals shelters. On 
15th of December SMD Team of Entrepreneurship had been 
appointed by Board (led by Adam Bednarek).

On 21st January 2021 we have celebrated 20th anniversary 
of signing Association  Agreement with Civic Platform. Ri-
ght aft er we have started pro-vaccination campaign that we 

are successfully running until now, Agata Czyżewska was 
chosen for coordinating the campaign. On 19th of February 
SMD celebrated 27th anniversary of functioning. Later on 
in spring, 2 new teams has been appointed by Board: SMD 
Team of Human Rights (led by Igor Sulwiński) and SMD 
Team of Women Rights (led by Julita Widak). Starting with 
middle of April SMD is also working on Mental Health, es-
pecially when it comes to children, who are the most aff ec-
ted by pandemic situation and online schooling.

Currently we are working on SMD event, that will be happe-
ning between 25th and 27th of June  „Lublin. Forum of Dia-
logue” - event for around 150 SMD members. Event is being 
patronage by YEPP, EDS and EYF - we will be having their 
representatives in person in Lublin and more international 
friends from partner organisations as panelists in hybrid 
discussion on Mental Health Systems in Europe.

In general during the past year, SMD members participa-
ted in numerous debates, organised own online events with 
politicians and professionals, participated in National Days 
and worked together for polish youths. As for examples Se-
cretariat of International Cooperation organised almost 40 
international online meetings with partner organisations, 
hosted 3 online webinars with MEPs: Janusz Lewandowski, 
Jarosław Duda and Jan Olbrycht and 4 online discussions 
with representatives of partner organisations from allover 
Europe: Young aft er Brexit, Women Rights in Europe, Rus-
sian Infl uence in post communism Europe, Enlargement of 
EU.

SMD Poland
Młodzi Demokraci
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The working year 2020-2021 started in August 2020 with the 
annual electoral assembly of our organisation. A new central 
Bureau was elected with a new Chairman, Mr Simos Ioakim 
who shared his ideas and presented the new programme 
that he would implement during the year ahead. Mr Cons-
tantinos Sakkadas got elected as the new International Se-
cretary while Mr Iacovos Iacovou was appointed as the head 
of the delegation for FPK Protoporia in EDS. 

During the past year, FPK Protoporia as the biggest student 
organisation in Cyprus supported a series of concrete pro-
posals on Higher Education which aimed at improving the 
Higher Education system of the country. It is important to 
note that our organisation has been a pioneer for the finan-
cial support mechanism since the economic crisis in order 
to help students that need extra support to continue their 
studies and get their degree. 

FPK Protoporia, an organisation that at the core of its aims 
wants to raise awareness on the Cyprus issue, has actively 
participated in several bi-communal events and activities 
and supported the government’s efforts in any possible way .

Last year’s elections were historic as for the first time FPK 
Protoporia won the elections with the leading overall per-

centage of 45.29% which gave the majority at the executive 
Bureau of the Cyprus Students National Federation for the 
first time in history. Following this victory FPK Protoporia 
became a champion and took initiatives on a plethora of 
urgent issues such as the promoting of environmental po-
licies and raised awareness on the matter through National 
Federation’s events. 

During the last months and under the unprecedented CO-
VID-19 pandemic, FPK Protoporia played a catalytic role 
in the effort to relief Cypriot students that where studying 
abroad. 

In terms of the comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus is-
sue, the past working year has not been a very developing 
one in relation to the negotiations for a peaceful and viable 
solution due to the stalemate and the Turkish provocations 
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of Cyprus which 
continue up to this day. FPK Protoporia condemned these 
provocations in the national and international press and 
worked to deepen the bonds and strategic relations with Eu-
ropean, American and Middle Eastern organisations.

FPK Protoporia Cyprus
FPK Protoporia

During the past year, GDC (the Young Christian Democrats 
Party of San Marino) has contributed to many initiatives 
and achieved significant results, carrying on values of the 
mother party (PDCS) and international parties, such as 
YEPP and EDS. 

In September 2020, GDC organized the Congress called 
“Exiting the Crisis by building the Future”, in which we 
talked about the opportunities to revive the economy of San 
Marino. 
In October 2020 GDC has promoted the “road safety day” 
during the political assembly, and training courses were 
instituted into the schools in order to increase the youth’s 
responsibility to drive responsibly. 

In November 2020 four GDC youths were candidates in 
the Giunte di Castello (which are small municipality in 
San Marino) and two of them become secretaries of this 
Local Council. Furthermore, Miss Maddalena Muccioli 
(one of the two guys who won the Giunte di Castello) is 
representing our territorial and local authorities in the 
Council of Europe. 

In January 2021, after the law proposal of the GDC, which 
followed strong and precise indications from the EDS, the 
crime of Revenge Porn was officially announced in our 
country.

From February we re-launched “Azione”, the historic 
newspaper of the GDC after eight years of absence.

In March 2021, GDC became a full member of EDS. 

From April to May, we organized several working groups, 
in order to support the country’s activity in various sectors, 
such as the silver economy, labor policies, education and 
training, tourism, territory and environment.

In July, Miss Carol De Biagi became Financial Auditor in 
YEPP. 

Finally, the Young Christian Democratic Party of San 
Marino always organized an energetic political activity, 
organizing assemblies and promoted a political training 
school collaborating with the Konrad Adenauer Foundation.

GDC San Marino
Giovani Democratico Cristiani
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Youth for Innovation held a couple of online events last year. 
These were related to the political situation in the Western 
Balkans. Unfortunately, students and in general young 
people were overwhelmed with online activities, from 
classes to meetings with friends, so the participation was a 
bit low. The whole year was challenging for the organisation.
 
During Summer 2020 we held two hybrid events about 
green policy and climate change. Both of them drew the 
attention of young people. The organisation had to suspend 
activities during the winter because of the pandemic. 

In the first and the second quarter, we started again with 
online activities. In April 2021 Youth for Innovation had 

the opportunity to host an online discussion on the topic 
of the situation in Belfast with Ivan Botoucharov, Chair 
of the Young Conservative Group for Europe (YCGE 
UK), President of the Nordic Conservative Student Union 
(NKSU) and the 1st Vice-Chair of EDS, which was the last 
event during the working year 2020/2021.

YFI Serbia
Youth For Innovation

During the past year we have been honoured to work on a 
wide variety of activities with partner organisations across 
Europe and to have organised many events, projects and 
campaigns, as well as to have taken part in several election 
campaigns.

In the UK, we are always active at the Conservative Party 
Conference, where our members have helped organise and 
have taken part in many events, debates and workshops. 
YCGE members also took part in the Conservative Party 
Spring Conference, as well as in the European Movement 
Congress, and participated in many activities, making sure 
the voice of students and young people with pro-European 
and centre-right views is heard and promoted.

During election campaigns we have also taken part in cam-
paigning sessions in a number of constituencies and have 
supported Conservative candidates by participating in cam-
paign days, door-to-door canvassing, phone canvassing, 
website and social media promotion and other activities.

YCGE has also been working closely with University socie-
ties, such as the Oxford University Conservative Association 
(OUCA), the Conservative Associations at Cambridge Uni-
versity (CUCA), as well as at LSE and UCL, among others.

We are also thrilled to have growing participation from 
many young British and international supporters and vo-
lunteers who have become actively engaged in our activities.

YCGE is especially thrilled to be active in all EDS events, 
activities and institutions, including the Working Groups, 
BullsEye and the Bureau. We have attended and contributed 
to all events and activities with motions, articles, interviews, 
webinars and with active participation in all debates. 

We have also organised several webinars for EDS Coun-
cil Meetings as well as training during the Annual Skills 
Training weekend, and we are honoured to have hosted a 
number of speakers at EDS events including, Sir David Li-
dington, Mikulas Dzurinda, Kenny Campbell, Sajjad Karim 
MEP, Edward Bickham and Andrey Kovatchev MEP.

We are also very active at the Nordic Conservative Student 
Union (NKSU) and are honoured that Ivan Botoucharov is 
President of NKSU. We have taken part in all NKSU activi-
ties and contributed to all motions, resolutions and debates.

We are committed to strong cooperation with EDS, with 
NKSU, and with the Member Organisations within our 
Centre-Right Family. Following the awesome feedback and 
experience from our two latest International Conferences 
before lockdown, we are looking forward to hosting more 
events and to welcoming our friends during the upcoming 
working year.

YCGE UK
Youth Conservative Group for Europe
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