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Dear friends in EDS, 
It has been a year of big challenges, but 
here we are, concluding another successful 
year for EDS. This Annual Report is the 
result of important choices that, I, myself, 
together with the rest of the Executive 
Bureau, had the courage to make during 
the past 12 months.

As I had the chance to say during 
our Extraordinary meeting 
#StandWithUkraine, I am proud that our 
Organisation preceded all EU Institutions 
by requesting to start the Accession 
process of Ukraine to the European 
Union. We showed our support towards 
our Ukrainian friends. We did this by 
implementing several initiatives.

We started immidiately with gathering 
all the representatives of our Member 
Organisations in an Extraordinary online 
meeting which was attended by prominent 
political figures from our political party, 
such as the newly elected President 
Manfred Weber, then chairman of the 
EPP Group in the European Parliament. 
Ultimately, we were close to Ukraine 
when the Council visited the borders in 
Poland where we were exposed to the 
hardships that families and workers had 
to experience during the early days of the 
war. While hoping that this absurd war is 
over as soon as possible, we will continue 
to give our best support to the country 
being attacked by Putin’s aggressiveness.

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, we were 
amongst the most active organisations in 
EPP. We were able to continue organising 

many of the events that we had planned 
since the beginning of the year. We started 
off the year in Malta with the Summer 
University, then off to the Republic 
of San Marino for the Skills Training, 
organisning an in-person Bureau Meeting 
in Brussels, the online Extraordinary 
Meeting #StandWithUkraine, the Winter 
University in Sofia and the Council 
Meeting in Poland.

It was great to return to normality with 
regular events beinging human interaction 
after months of online meetings. I want 
to thank you all, from the bottom of my 
heart, for the awesome moments we spent 
together during each and every activity. 

Today, EDS will continue fighting for 
students’ and youth rights in every 
member state and also in relation to the 
European institutions. We will continue 
to do our part when it comes to helping 
our mother party, the European People’s 
Party. We had a great success following 
meetings with all the EPP outgoing and 
incoming leadership officials during 
the EPP congress in Rotterdam. The 
outstanding support received by all of 
them is something that should make us 
proud and full of hope for the challenges 
our Europe will have to fight in the years 
to come. 

We look forward to the future with great 
pride. More events are in the pipeline. 
Straight after Cyprus for the Summer 
University we will continue our work to 
bring to our team another Skills Training 

Weekend in San Marino. Here we will 
have the opportunity to meet, engage ands 
train the new delegates who will form part 
of the Policy Working Groups and the 
Bullseye Editorial team.

The goal will remain the same: living in a 
safer Europe and having a more dynamic 
space of opportunities for each and every 
young person in our continent.

Beppe Gaela
Chairman
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Dear friends in EDS, 
After leaving Brussels – and my position as 
EPP President – to start a new, one of the 
most important adventures in my political 
career, in Poland, it is with pleasure but 
also with great seriousness that I write this 
one last time for your Annual Report. 

The last year of my mandate took place 
in even more difficult circumstances 
than before, something that was hard to 
imagine or predict.

We barely had the time to start enjoying 
the freedom that the release of health 
restrictions – only made possible by 
a strong and united response to the 
pandemic – gave back to us, when a new, 
even more dangerous menace appeared 
on the horizon: a horrific war on our very 
own continent, a war Russia launched 
on Ukraine, a war that threatens the 
freedom, the values, and the way of life of 
all Europeans. 

Those who thought that young people 
took peace and democracy for granted 
and were not ready to fight for them were 
definitely proven wrong: the European 
youth raised as one in solidarity with 
our Ukrainian friends, outraged by 
their suffering and inspired by their 
bravery. And, as the last Eurobarometer 
shows, they now place preserving peace, 
reinforcing international security, and 
promoting international cooperation at 
the very top of their priorities for the EU.

Despite all the above-mentioned 
challenges, EDS managed to create a safe 
space for students from all around Europe, 
giving them the opportunity to stick 
together during troubled times, exchange 
experiences and offer solutions. Be it 

in the Summer University in Malta, the 
Winter University in Sofia or the Council 
meeting in Krakow, you continued to 
debate and provide us with fresh ideas on 
how to tackle the numerous obstacles we 
are facing. 

You know that I have never shied away 
from denouncing Putin’s allies in Europe, 
but also those who – for lack of courage 
or economic interests – dragged their 
feet when it came to adopting sanctions 
against Russia and sending military help 
to Ukraine, even when they came from 
our own political family. But this has never 
been your case: throughout the years, way 
before the latest Russian aggression on 
Ukraine, you have multiplied motions, 
appeals and initiatives to raise awareness 
on the danger represented by Putin’s 
authoritarian regime and his imperialistic 
ambitions. The support you keep showing 
toward Ukraine really makes me and the 
whole of our EPP family very proud.

Now it is time to look forward. It is our 
responsibility to offer our citizens concrete 
solutions to protect them from the raising 
costs of life, energy crisis, food scarcity, 
international instability, climate change 
and of course the increasing pressures 
on our democratic and European values, 
stemming both from within and without 
the EU. 

All these challenges are affecting students 
and all the young people to an extent that 
we probably have not yet fully grasped. It 
is your future that is at stake, and I know 
you will fight for it, holding high the lamp 
of freedom and keeping our vision for 
Europe alive during those hard and dark 
times.

But to be able to continue to do so in the 
future, we have to win the 2024 European 
elections. I have no doubt in my mind 
that the new leadership you are about 
to elect will keep working closely with 
President Weber, the new EPP leadership 
and the rest of our political family towards 
achieving this crucial goal, bringing to the 
table the energy of your young age and the 
strength of the largest and most influential 
students’ organization in Europe.

Never give up and keep up the good work!

Donald Tusk
Former President of the European 

People’s Party

As I take over from my dear friend Donald 
Tusk the role of President of the EPP, it is a 
pleasure to share with him the tradition of 
contributing to your Annual Report.

Allow me first to thank you all for 
your support in Rotterdam and your 
contribution in making this yet another 
memorable EPP Congress. Whether 
through your active participation in the 
main program, your ‘Back to the Future’ 
event, or the inspiring words President 
Galea shared with us in the plenary, you 
showed once more how proud we can be 
of counting on so many passionate and 
committed young people, bringing our 
family fresh ideas and a forward-thinking 
mindset.

The success of our Congress was as usual 
the fruit of an excellent teamwork from all 
the members of the EPP family. We need 
now to put the same energy and unity 
in tackling the upcoming challenges, in 
particular the 2024 European elections.

If we want to win, if we want to remain the 
leading political force in Europe, we will 
need to activate all the amazing potential 
our political family has to offer, from our 
mayors to our EU leaders, our foundations, 
our associations and of course the members 
of the largest and oldest student political 
organisation in Europe!

And we simply must win. Not for the thirst 
for power which motivates so many of our 
opponents, but out of duty, out of love for 
this extraordinary project that is the EU, 
this common house we built brick by brick 
from its very foundations.
Because, as I said several times, who else 
than us? Who else than us can build a true 
European defence without loosening the 
ties of the transatlantic friendship? Who else 
than us can transform the green transition 
in opportunities for development instead 
of burdens for our families and businesses? 

Who else than us can help our citizens 
face the current economic uncertainties 
without letting future generations pay the 
price?

We are living in times of unprecedented 
crises, and whenever Europe faces a crisis, 
it needs us. Because where others build 
walls, we build bridges. Where others seek 
divisions, we foster understanding. Where 
others push their ideologies, we look for 
realistic solutions.

My friends, to remain true to our mission, 
we must be much bolder. We need to take 
example on our brave Ukrainian friends, 
who did not hesitate a second to face the 
Russian aggressor, as a modern David 
against a bloodthirsty Goliath. They did 
not doubt themselves; they just did what 
they knew was right, protecting their 
country and defending their freedom. 
Because when you fight for your values, for 
what you believe in, you cannot fail.
This must be our mindset in view of the 
next European elections. We must believe 
in ourselves and in what we represent. We 
must be proud of what we have achieved. 
And we must say it out loud, tell our 
citizens what the EPP is doing for them! 

Since the beginning of my mandate, I 
already had the satisfaction of witnessing 
three great success stories for our family: 
the EU candidate status granted to 
Moldova – together with Ukraine – fruit 
of years of commitment from our Maia 
Sandu; the green light for Croatia’s euro 
accession, due to the great work done by 
Andrej Plenković; and NATO’s invitation 
for Finland and Sweden to join the alliance, 
which our member parties there had been 
advocating for years, against the resistance 
of the Left, which is now trying to take 
credit for it.

These and many others are our collective 
achievements, and we should not shy away 

from claiming them as such. This is the 
EPP: a party of people and for the people, 
that works day by day to ensure a brighter 
future for all Europeans, with a keen eye 
on our youth, which deserves better jobs, 
more opportunities, and a greener and 
safer world. 

A long journey awaits us, and I count on 
you to be in this, as always, our voice and 
our eyes among the students of Europe, 
to bring them our vision for the future 
of Europe and to convince them that 
our approach is the right one: not empty 
promises but concrete commitments.
And in the end, to paraphrase our late 
President Wilfried Martens, we will 
struggle but we will overcome.

Dear friends in EDS, 

Manfred Weber
President of the European People’s 

Party
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Bureau

Beppe Galea
Chairman

Beppe Galea (23) lives in Gozo, Malta and is currently reading 
for a Master of Science in Strategic Management and Digital 
Marketing at the University of Malta. He is the Deputy 
News Manager of Newsbook.com.mt and his first degree 
is in European Studies. During the past years, he was active 
in various youth organisations, both in Malta and Gozo. 
He is the Deputy Secretary General of the National Youth 
Council of Malta (KNZ) where he was elected on behalf of 
the National Scout Youth Council representing Scouts from 
Malta and Gozo. He has been active in Studenti Demokristjani 
Maltin since 2012 and served as International Officer of the 
organisation for two years between 2015-2017. His first EDS 
event was the Winter University of 2016 where he represented 
SDM at the Council Meeting in Berlin. In 2017 he was elected 
as Vice Chairman of the European Democrat Students were his 
main responsibilities where social media and communications. 
Between 2015 and 2018 he worked as an MEP assistant for two 
Maltese MEPs both in Brussels and in Malta. In 2017, he was 
also involved in the organisation of Malta’s Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union as Liaison Officer.

7
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Ivan Botoucharov
Vice-Chairman

Ivan lives in London, he has proud Bulgarian roots and has 
been fortunate to live and study in Bulgaria, the USA, Italy 
and the UK. He works as an Executive at Colliers International 
(Global Top 3 Commercial Real Estate), where he leads the team 
managing Digital Innovation in Europe, Middle East and Africa, 
which includes 150 offices in 42 countries. Ivan has studied at 
universities in the UK (UEA and LMU) and the USA (UCLA), 
and holds a full Chartered status from the Institute of Marketing, 
granted by authority of The Queen’s Privy Council. During and 
after his studies Ivan co-founded and led OneEurope, which 
became Europe’s largest citizens media under his tenure. In 
the course of his EDS career Ivan has been the head of the UK 
delegation since 2017 as well as 1st Vice-Chair with a historical 
record number of votes. He currently serves as the Secretary 
General of EDS. Ivan is also the President of the Nordic 
Conservative Student Union (NKSU) which unites Nordic and 
Baltic countries as well as Ireland and the UK. Ivan is the Chair of 
the UK organisation in EDS - the Young Conservative European 
Forum. He also serves on the Board of Executives in their parent 
organisation, which enjoys the support of 70 Conservative 
Members of Parliament and the House of Lords.

8 9

Ramón Riera
Vice-Chairman

Ramón Riera (25) graduated in Business and Law at ESADE 
(Barcelona) in 2019, but also studied abroad in Georgetown 
University and St. Gallen Universität. He holds an LLM 
in International Business Law and is a member of the bar 
association of Madrid. During 2017, he worked in the European 
Parliament in the office of an MEP of the EPP Group, member of 
INTA committee. Currently, he is working as a lawyer in the area 
of M&A and Private Equity. Since April 2021 he is the secretary 
for international politics of NNGG Spain. He entered this 
organization in 2012 when he was appointed the Vice-chairman 
of the NNGG Pupils in Catalonia, he is currently in charge of the 
territorial growth of NNGG in that region. His activity in EDS 
started in February 2019 in the Winter University in Barcelona 
where he was the head of the NNGG delegation. Since then, 
he has been actively involved being co-chair of the Energy & 
Sustainability Working Group and later, co-chair of the Policies 
for Europe Working Group. He was elected First Vice-chairman 
of EDS in July 2021 in the Council Meeting held in Malta; as 
First Vice Chairman of EDS he is currently responsible of the 
financial resources and the relations with the EPP.
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Dóra Hidas
Vice-Chairwoman

Dóra Hidas (22) is currently a Law student at Pázmány 
Péter Catholic University, and besides that she is studying 
at Corvinus University of Budapest Faculty of International 
Relations. She got interested in politics at a young age therefore 
she has been an active member of Fidelitas since 2019, and 
from 2020 she is the Vice-Chairwoman of Fidelitas Tatabánya. 
Dóra has been participated in the campaigning work in 2019 
during the municipal elections in Hungary, and in the same 
year throughout European elections as well. Even though the 
Covid-19 pandemic did not allow the personal meetings in 
the last one and a half year, she is actively participating online 
in EDS council meetings since 2020 November. She has been 
elected as Vice-Chairwoman during Malta Summer University 
in 2021, and now within the bureau is responsible for the 
changes in the official Book of Statutes of EDS.

11

Edvardas Lukošius
Vice-Chairman

Edvardas Lukošius is currently studying Economics and 
Politics in the ISM University of Management and Economics 
in Vilnius. He is currently working in the higher education 
sector in the field of communications and branding at the 
ATHENA European University network. Edvardas has been 
an active member of the Young Conservatives League in 
Lithuania for a number of years now and is currently serving 
his third term as a board member and international secretary. 
In this capacity he has represented JKL in EDS since 2019 and 
has served two terms as a co-chair of the Sustainability and 
Energy working group bringing a plethora of motions to EDS 
council meetings on the topics of energy, green transition, 
security and democracy. Currently, Edvardas, as a vice-chair 
of EDS, is responsible for policy and communications of the 
organisation.
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Iacovos Iacovou
Vice-Chairman

Iacovos Iacovou is a qualified Lawyer in Cyprus and he is 
currently studying Master of Laws in Energy and Natural 
Resources Law at the Queen Mary University of London. He is 
also specialised in maritime law area since he holds a Master of 
Laws in Maritime law. He has acquired both his bachelor and 
postgraduate diplomas in the United Kingdom. During his 
studies he was elected as a President of the Cypriots’ Society 
of his University and spokesman of FPK Protoporia United 
Kingdom. Iacovos has been attending EDS for several years and 
he has served for two terms as a Co-Chair of Policies for Europe 
permanent working group. He has submitted dozens of motions 
and background papers and led the Cypriot delegation at the 
EDS Council and Head of the FPK Protoporia.

Rayno d. Stoyanov
Vice-Chairman

Rayno D. Stoyanov is Bulgarian citizen. He is working as 

junior associate in “Stoyanov & partners” Law house. He is 

a member of Union of the Democratic Forces(UDF) since 

2007, there he was a municipal chairman and member of 

the National council of the party for 2014-2018 period and 

since 2018 he is one out of seven members in the Supervising 

Council of UDF. Rayno is also Secretary General and 

International Secretary of the Federation of the Independent 

Student Societies(FISS). He was part of BullsEye Magazine 

editorial team for two working years before he was elected as 

European Democrat Students(EDS) Vice Chair in 2021.

13



1514

Rodolfo Biancheri
Vice-Chairman

Rodolfo Biancheri (27) is currently a student of the Second Level 
Master in Sustainable Finance at the Università Cattolica del Sacro 
Cuore in Milan. He obtained his Master’s degree in International 
Relations and European Studies from the University of Genoa in 
July 2021. He has been involved in youth politics since his high 
school years, when he joined StudiCentro in April 2012, serving 
as its provincial coordinator from the beginning until now as 
regional coordinator for Liguria and member of the National 
Bureau. He started his activities in EDS in July 2017 as a delegation 
member at the EDS Summer University in Varna, following a 
cursus honorum that led him to the role of Co-Chair for both 
the Gender Equality Working Group in 2019 and the Policies for 
Europe Working Group in 2020. He was elected EDS Vice-Chair 
in July 2021, with a focus on managing the Association’s social 
media and new memberships.

14 15

Kristjan Uhtid
Vice-Chairman

Kristjan Ühtid (31) lives in Tallinn. Kristjan studied Port 
Management and Maritime Logistics in Estonian Maritime 
Academy. He has been active in EDS for 8 years. He is currently 
working in Isamaa Party as Tallinn region development 
manager and in Tallinn City council as political adviser. 
Kristjan was elected as European Democrat Students (EDS) 
Vice Chair during Malta Summer University in 2021, and now 
within the bureau is responsible for the social media. In Isamaa 
youth organization ResPublica Kristjan was International 
Secretary 2015-2019 and since 2021 he is Secretary General.
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Eleni Koufali
Vice-Chairwoman

17

Francesco 

Sismondini
Executive Officer 

Francesco Sismondini obtained a Bachelor’s degree in 

International Relations at the Catholic University of Milan. 

Currently he is pursuing a Master’s degree in International 

Cooperation at the University of Milan. For the past two years 

Francesco has been actively involved with the EDS European 

Elections 2019 WG as Co-chairman. He is the International 

Secretary of his national organization StudiCentro where he 

was responsible for organising several meetings both in Italy 

and Brussels between students and politicians from all over 

the world. He is passionate about public and institutional 

relations. He is currently Tutor of the Christian Political “Lab.

Ora 1000” established to foster Christian leadership all over 

the country. He is working in the consultancy field responsible 

for European Affairs for SYNEDRIA Paris. At EDS, Francesco 

is responsible to work from the Brussels Office for the entire 

EDS Team.
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Vladimir Kljajić
Deputy Secretary 

General

Vladimir Kljajic is currently deputy secretary of the 
EDS, and he is also the director of a small Educational 
and Cultural Center in Belgrade. Vladimir is a student 
of American Studies at the Faculty of Political Science 
in Belgrade.

19

Carlo Giacomo 

Angrisano Girauta
honorary chairman
Carlo Giacomo (24) graduated in Law at ESADE Law School 
in 2019. Carlo has been Vice Chair of EDS between 2017 and 
2019, when he became chairman until 2021. In April 2021 he 
was elected Secretary General of NNGG Spain.
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is currently fi nishing her Mas-
ters of Law at the University of 
Vienna and already comple-
ted two additional diplomas 
in International Arbitration 
and Mediation. She is wor-
king as a paralegal at one of 
the most renowned law fi rms 
in dispute resolution and real 
estate. Before her election to 
the Austrian national student 
council she started to gain 
interest in the HE- Sector be-
cause of a charity project she 
founded when she was 15, 
that has so far supported over 
900 children in the desert vi-
llages of Alexandria with basic 
knowledge in hygiene, reading 
and writing and  self-defence. 
Barbara leads the Austrian 
delegation at EDS and has re-
searched, developed and pre-
sented a large number of sta-
tutory amendments, motions 
and background papers to the 
EDS Council.

recently graduated a Bachelor 
degree in Law at the Univer-
sidad de La Laguna, he is still 
studying a Degree in Interna-
tional Relations at the Valen-
cia International University 
and he is an incoming student 
at the Diplomatic School of 
Spain. During last working 
year, he has authored a mo-
tion on vocational and edu-
cational training and partici-
pated in the writing of other 
motions. He’s been engaged in 
several activities organised by 
the European Commission, 
such as the Policy Dialogue in 
June 2022 with vicepresident 
Schinas.

is a student of Economics 
and International Relations 
at Tampere University and 
will soon graduate with a 
master’s degree. Tuomas has 
been extremely active in stu-
dent politics and associations 
in Finland. He has served as 
the International Secretary of 
TK Finland and participated 
in election campaigns, deve-
loped policies and organized 
events. He has also worked as 
the Vice-Chairman of Young 
European Federalists in Fin-
land. At the moment, Tuomas 
works at SYL, i.e. the National 
Union of University Students 
in Finland, which is a student 
organization representing 
approximately 130,000 stu-
dents in Finland.

Barbara Abdalla
AG, Austria

Miguel Manuel 
Pastor Moreno

Tuomas Karvonen
TK, Finland
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Nowadays, Vocational Education and Tra-
ining, hereinaft er VET, is one of the main 
pillars of the education strategy for increa-
sing the competitiveness of the European 
labour market. Not only VET meets the 
needs of the current economic situation, 
but also prepares learners with key compe-
tences for personal development and active 
citizenship.

Vocational education and training (VET) 
systems consist of initial and continuing 
VET. Initial vocational education and tra-
ining (I-VET) usually takes place at upper 
secondary and post-secondary levels befo-
re students start their working life. Conti-
nuing VET (CVET) takes place aft er initial 
education and training or aft er starting 
working life. It aims to update knowledge, 
help citizens acquire new skills, retrain and 
advance their personal and professional 
development. An average of 50 % of young 
Europeans aged 15-19 participate in VET at 
upper secondary level. However, the Euro-
pean Union (EU) average masks signifi cant 
geographical diff erences in participation, 
which range from 15 % to over 70 %.

Th e European Union needs to tackle one 
of its mayor problems, especially worse-
ned by the coronavirus pandemic: youth 
unemployment. In fact, youth unemploy-
ment rate stood at 37,7% last March 2021 in 
Spain, twenty points more than the EU per-
centage. Strengthening VET systems and 
exchanging good practices within the EU 
on VET through harmonization of its edu-
cational models can help to increase em-
ployability of young Europeans, given the 
well-known connection between practical 
education and faster access to the labour 
market. A good example of this is the dual 
VET system, with extended and successful 
implementation in countries like Germany 
where an average of 95,3% of VET gradua-
tes access to the labour market directly aft er 
or even during their education.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents (EDS), the offi cial student or-
ganisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):

• Recognise the importance of Voca-
tional and Educational Training as a 
booster of youth employability.

• Impulse collective action, involving 
enterprises, social partners and stake-
holders, to commit to working toge-
ther, in particular in the EU’s industrial 
ecosystems for the promotion of dual 
vocational training.

• Promote the participation of young 
people, mainly of NEETs (Not in Em-
ployment, Education or Training) in 
dual VET programmes. 

Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon:

• Th e European Commission to imple-
ment without further due the Recom-
mendation of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 18 June 2009 on 
the establishment of a European Quali-
ty Assurance Reference Framework for 
Vocational Education and Training, as 
well as to Introduce legislation on dual 
VET that harmonises the criteria for 
the development of VET programmes 
in a European framework.

• Th e European Council to revise the 
“Future-proof approach on VET”pre-
sented by the European Commission, 
by adding a more ambitious propo-
sal for the presentation of the abo-
ve-mentioned framework legislation 
on VET at European level, as well as 
the exchange of best practices between 
Member States.

• European Union member states to im-
plement the conclusion of the Osna-
brü ck Declaration 2020 on vocational 
education and training as an enabler of 
recovery and just transitions to digital 
and green economies, approved and 
signed by EU Member States, Candi-
date Countries, EEA-EFTA (European 
Economic Area – European Free Trade 
Association) countries, European so-
cial partners and the European Com-
mission under the German Presidency 
of the European Council

“PROPOSAL ON 
A EUROPEAN 
FRAMEWORK 
FOR DUAL 
VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION 
AND TRAINING.”

Presented by 
PWG
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A mismatch between the education system 
and the labour market is a serious threat 
to economic growth and development. 
This disturbance in the market leads to 
improper labour force allocation and 
ultimately inefficient use of the human 
potential. Consequently, the long-term 
trend of growth in GDP and the total 
potential of the economy is dragged down. 

In fact, there are several forms of supply 
and demand discrepancies in the labour 
market, ranging from “crowding out” 
“over-education” and/or “mismatch” to 
the fact that skills and abilities of workers 
become obsolete or lose importance due to 
fast pacing improvements in technology. 
The failure of the labour market to 
offer jobs that graduates have expected, 
means that the goal of a strong Europe is 
diminished and many young professionals 
will earn limited returns on their higher 
education (HE) investments. Indeed, 
Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) play 
an important role in the implementation 
of the EU’s growth strategy. The Europe 
2020 strategy for smart, sustainable and 
inclusive growth, which included a target 
of at least 40% of EU population aged 30-
34 to have completed tertiary education by 
2020. The rationale behind this target was 
that highly educated people would ensure 
themselves a quality life.

Although academic education promises 
high life-time earnings, low unemployment, 
better health, and better outcomes across 
a range of social components, an ever-
increasing unemployment amongst 
young professionals cannot be ignored. 
In the EU, in 2019, only 85% of tertiary 
graduates were employed. Further, Europe 
is facing huge disparities in employment 
rates amongst the member countries, with 
Malta having the highest rate with 96.7% 
of tertiary graduates being employed and 
Greece having the lowest with only 59.0%. 
In some European countries, young HEI 
graduates even have a higher risk of being 
unemployed than young high school 
graduates. Such negative relationship 
between education and unemployment 

breaks down in countries such as Italy, 
Denmark, and Greece. It is generally found 
that overeducated workers earn less than 
adequately educated and the difficulty of 
finding a permanent and secure job after 
graduation is apparent. 

Unfortunately, despite very sophisticated 
teaching methodologies of today, 
graduates are still lacking. For instance, 
employers nowadays especially demand, 
amongst other skills, problem-solving 
skills, initiative, analytical thinking, 
willingness to learn, ability to work under 
pressure, reliability, independence and 
willingness to take responsibility. While, 
at the same time, graduates list several 
obstacles to start their professional career, 
like lack of methodological knowledge, 
lack of expertise, insufficient induction, 
no experience in dealing with customers, 
difficulties with corporate culture, pressure 
to perform, no experience in dealing with 
superiors, difficulties in integrating into 
the team, no experience in dealing with 
colleagues, etc.

Indeed, the selection of a suitable main 
degree programme and additional 
qualifications or practical experience 
determine the chances of young 
professionals. Therefore, students have 
a huge pressure to enrol on a promising 
course, while HEIs have an ever so 
strong pressure to offer new and agile 
programmes suitable for tackling the rapid 
market changes. It is even estimated that 
65% of children entering primary school 
today will ultimately end up working in 
job posts that do not exist yet. This only 
emphasizes how vital it is for education 
to keep up the pace with labour market 
demands. Otherwise, the world will be 
left with highly educated people owning 
hardly usable knowledge. Moreover, 
from the existing data, the necessity of an 
overall quality standard within the course 
of studies is crucial, building upon the 
motion “Competence oriented structural 
framework of Bologna”. This means HEIs 
need to set out certain standards and 
provide the soon to be graduates with 

competencies adapt to contemporary 
dynamic processes and demands. 

Surely, a very dynamic economic activity in 
the post-corona period will lead to further 
changes in the interrelationship between 
education and labour demands. In fact, 
it is already visible how unemployment 
rates are skyrocketing, and only specific 
professionals can feel safe regarding their 
financial income.

Fortunately, the European Recovery & 
Resilience Facility worth €672.5 billion 
already recognised the unlocked power 
of the European labour market so major 
funds have been allocated to digital and 
green transition mechanisms including 
a strategy for upskilling and reskilling of 
the workforce. Indeed, this is a proactive 
response to economic challenges that 
corona pandemic caused across Europe 
and beyond. Furthermore, the European 
Pact for Skills identified digital literacy, 
green skills, cybersecurity and sustainable 
growth as some of the emerging and most 
needed skills of the future, therefore, EU 
is encouraged to research, generate and 
transfer knowledge in those new fields.

However, if Europe wants to stay one of 
the leading world economies, substantial 
effort must be made to fully address the 
employment mismatch of European 
graduates.

In order to provide a more relevant 
analysis of the education-employment 
mismatch problem, it is necessary to make 
an objective prediction and assessment of 
trends in the labour market, while the role 
of state institutions is crucial not only in 
the short-term measures for employees 
and employers, but also in the long-
term education harmonization to align 
the education in accordance with the 
anticipated labour changes. 

One of the solutions might be the 
evaluation and forecast of potential 
labour demands for HEI graduates in a 
form of yearly statistical reports. Some 

EU countries, like Romania, already 
established relevant data collection, 
serving to inform the government and 
the public about the national economic 
trends and future labour predictions. This 
instrument has been primarily designed 
to assist decision making and thus reduce 
the gap between graduate’s qualifications 
and labour market demands. On the 
level of HEIs, labour market trends even 
help to adjust the structure of studies, 
curricula and education plans but 
more importantly, it assists in creating 
innovative programmes leading to 
new occupations. This and many more 
mitigating measures can serve to ensure 
people entering the labour market to 
achieve a high employment rate and good 
quality of their professional life while also 
having a positive economic impact. 

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student of the Eu-
ropean People`s Party (EPP):

• Acknowledge the education and em-
ployment mismatch happening in 
Europe.

• Believe in the positive impact of 
statistical data collection.

• Find the economic and skills 
forecasts to be beneficial for better 
prognosing of labour market trends 
and demands.

• Recognise the role of HEIs in 
preparing the workforce for future 
jobs.

Call upon the European Commission, 
Member States and Higher 
Education Institutions to: 

• Fully acknowledge the education and 
employment mismatch happening in 
Europe.

• Promote and administer measures 
for harmonising education with the 
economy. 

• Establish national statistic reports on 
employability of young graduates.

• Publish evaluations and forecasts for 
innovative skills and jobs.

• Adjust HE admission to better fit 
labour market demands.

• Allow smooth revision and/
or expansion of existing HE 
programmes to better fit the labour 
market needs.

• Support the collaboration between 
academia and the business sector.

“TOO SMART 
YET NOT SMART 
ENOUGH: 
TACKLING THE 
EDUCATION 
EMPLOYMENT 
MISMATCH OF 
THE 21ST 
CENTURY”

Presented by 
PWG
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“PROPOSAL ON 
A EUROPEAN 
STUDENTS 
AT RISK 
SCHOLARSHIP 
SCHEME”

Presented by 
PWG

Throughout history, students and student 
movements have been in the vanguard of 
non-violent revolutions and are seen as a 
threat to many authoritarian regimes. For 
example, students played a key role in the 
Arab Spring, in fighting apartheid in Sou-
th Africa and opposing the Vietnam war. 
Dictatorships and fascist regimes often use 
expulsion from higher-education as a tool 
to silence the voices of students who stand 
up for human rights, democracy and free-
dom of speech. At the same time, the crisis 
in Ukraine, Belarus and many more, indi-
cate that the need for a European Students 
at Risk scholarship programme is more 
clear than ever so that we are prepared for 
any future crises.

What is the Students at Risk scholars-
hip programme? In the fall of 2013, the 
Norwegian government decided to imple-
ment a programme that gives politically 
persecuted students the possibility to fi-
nish their studies in Norway and provides 
them with a full grant for the duration of 
their studies in Norway. This programme, 
called “Students at Risk”, was initiated by 
the Norwegian Students’ and Academics’ 
International Assistance Fund (SAIH) and 
the National Union of Students in Norway 
(NSO). In Finland, the National Union of 
University Students demands Finland to 
establish a Students at Risk scholarship 
programme.

In Germany, “Students at Risk - Hilde 
Domin Programme” serves to support 
students and doctoral candidates from 
across the globe, who are at risk of being 
denied educational or other rights in their 
country of origin, and to provide these 
students and doctoral candidates with an 
opportunity to begin or complete a study 
or research degree at a higher education 
institution in Germany.

However, for example, the Norwegian 
Students At Risk programme has seve-
ral shortcomings. The lack of a language 
component for incoming students limits 

the number of study programmes they 
can access and the programme works with 
a single intake per year, forcing students 
at immediate risk to wait at home. These 
shortcomings could be overcome if there 
was a European Students at Risk scholars-
hip scheme. The scheme would bring toge-
ther national initiatives to host threatened 
students under a single coordination me-
chanism under the European Commission 
and with a single entry point for applica-
tions. Such an initiative would give more 
opportunities to students at risk by provi-
ding more places, more languages of ins-
truction and a wider range of study fields. 
The European Commission has expressed 
interest in the programme. We, the offi-
cial student organisation of the European 
People’s Party, must be involved working 
towards its establishment.

This kind of support for students would be 
a concrete measure for human rights and 
youth rights. The aim of the programme 
is to facilitate democratic change. The stu-
dent must have sufficient skills to comple-
te a degree in the other EU-country where 
they will be studying. The student must 
meet the European standards for qualif-
ying for a Bachelor or Master programme 
at a European HEI. This scholarship sys-
tem should provide students with enou-
gh financial support to cover their living 
and studying expenses as well as support 
for accommodation and administrative 
procedures to be expected. By supporting 
students, we would protect academic free-
dom and fundamental rights.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents (EDS), the official student or-
ganisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):

• See education as a public good and a 
human right which should be accessi-
ble to all people.

• Recognise how dictatorships and fas-

cist regimes often use expulsion from 
higher-education as a tool to silence 
the voices of students who stand up 
for human rights, democracy and 
freedom of speech.

• Emphasise that Europe must be a safe 
haven for students.

Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon:

• The European Parliament and the 
Member States to immediately su-
pport the introduction of the Stu-
dents at Risk scholarship programme 
at a European level.

• The European Commission to allo-
cate funding for Higher Education 
Institutions of the EU who are willing 
to take part in the “Students at Risk” 
programme.

• Member States to strive for broader 
recognition of EU and extra EU hi-
gher education diplomas and certifi-
cates.
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“COUNTERING 
CHINA’S 
CAMPAIGNS 
OF INFLUENCE 
AT EUROPEAN 
HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
INSTITUTIONS.” 

Presented by 
PWG

Higher education is essential for a 
dynamic democratic society, as it 
broadens people’s minds, teaches critical 
thinking, and creates a culture in which 
people challenge ideas and propose new 
solutions to social issues. European higher 
education institutions are also the places 
where the future European leaders are 
being educated.

Higher education in Europe is easily 
accessible for researchers and students 
which is important because it guarantees 
the realisation of social equality and 
enables individual social mobility. 
Universities also have an impact on a high 
proportion of European society and are 
at the forefront of social debates, of civic 
action and of innovative ideas. However, 
due to their significance to society and 
the openness in which they operate they 
become prime targets for China’s influence 
campaigns.

During recent years China has funded 
European higher education institutions 
and started to expand its soft power in 
academic circles. Some of the courses 
that have been funded by China could be 
perceived as propaganda. For example, 
the Chinese embassy in Prague financed 
a study course at the Charles University, 
whose aim was to inform the students 
about the Belt and Road Initiative. 
External experts criticised it for its biased 
approach and propaganda effect. The 
Czech-Chinese research centre that was 
established at the Charles University 
constitutes a publicly known example of 
Chinese direct influence in academia. In 
Hungary, the government has announced 
plans to open a new campus of Shanghai-
based Fudan University in Budapest. It is 
feared that the new branch of a Chinese 

university will be used by Beijing to spread 
Chinese Communist Party propaganda. 
These are just a couple of the examples 
of how China tries to gain control 
over academic discourse and influence 
European students.

Besides dividing European nations, 
spreading its influence through economic 
ties and cultural propaganda campaigns, 
China also holds a more material interest. 
Considering that universities are at the 
forefront of technological research, China, 
which is known for little-to-no regard 
for copyright laws, aims to gain access 
to knowledge and novel technologies. 
Oftentimes our higher education 
institutions fail to realise the tight relations 
between their Chinese counterparts and 
the Chinese military which has daunting 
implications for European security and 
defence.

One of the tools that China uses as a 
means to achieve the aforementioned 
goals are the Confucius Institutes of 
which there are almost 200 in the EU 
alone. Confucius Institutes are formal 
cooperative partnerships between higher 
education institutions in, for instance the 
EU, and China, however they have close 
ties to the Chinese Ministry of Education 
and a number of senior CCP officials. 
These institutions sponsor educational 
exchanges, organise public events and 
conferences, provide materials to local 
primary and secondary schools, all of 
which are ways for China to bolster 
its soft power. Even former Chinese 
Propaganda Minister Li Changchung 
has stated that they operate as overseas 
propaganda instruments. Luckily, 
universities in Belgium, Germany, Sweden 
and a number of other EU member 

states have ceased all connections with 
Confucius Institutes. For instance, the 
Free University of Brussels is ending 
their cooperation following an expulsion 
of its Chinese director from the country 
on the basis of espionage. Following 
this event the European Commission 
has made recommendations, including 
the appointment of counterintelligence 
officers in universities. Nonetheless, the 
most efficient way to tackle the spread of 
Chinese propaganda and espionage would 
be to cease all cooperation with Confucius 
Institutes in all of Europe.

The 17+1 cooperation mechanism shapes 
relations between China and the countries 
in Central and Eastern Europe. Many 
instruments were established by China 
to increase academic cooperation with 
universities in the region. CEE member 
states are in a vulnerable position given 
the financial constraints at higher 
education institutions, even at the leading 
universities. Preventing China from 
becoming principal sponsor of academia 
and increasing national and European 
sponsorship of higher education 
institutions is crucial.

Thus the way we will approach the future 
of European and Chinese cooperation is 
critical to upholding our freedoms and 
democracy at large. Some of the ways to 
manage China’s efforts to infiltrate our 
higher education institutions could simply 
include more scrutiny, transparency and 
accountability of their initiatives. Thus, 
funding and cooperation agreements with 
malign Chinese actors do not come with 
strings attached and our higher education 
institutions can remain open, transparent 
and democratic.

We, European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student organisa-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP):

• Reaffirm the importance of indepen-
dent higher education institutions in 
Europe.

• Recognise the need for European 
countries to become more involved 
in countering China’s influence cam-
paigns at European higher education 
institutions.

• Highlight the purpose, impact and 
significance of some of the projects of 
the Confucius Institutes in spreading 
propaganda.

• Are alarmed by China’s efforts to gain 
access to technology and knowledge 
of potentially strategic importance.

• Realise the need for unity in the Eu-
ropean Union in light of the 17+1 
format.

• Emphasise the importance of uphol-
ding Article 13 of the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights which mandates 
that the arts and scientific research 
shall be free of constraint and acade-
mic freedom shall be respected.

Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon:

• European countries and the Euro-
pean Commision to develop measu-
res to limit China’s influence at Euro-
pean higher education institutions.

• The European Commission to issue 
further formal recommendations to 

European higher education and re-
search institutions to limit potential 
misuse of international academic 
cooperation and to be better armed 
against it.

• European countries to cease coope-
ration with propaganda projects of 
China’s Confucius Institutes.

• Member states to provide more fun-
ding towards its universities in order 
to guarantee that they do not have to 
rely on foreign funding.

• The European Commision to increa-
se funding to higher education insti-
tutions in order to reduce the threat 
of funding from malign foreign ac-
tors.

• European countries to cooperate, 
share experiences and coordinate in 
regards to China’s practices in gai-
ning influence in the higher educa-
tion sector.

• The European Commission to re-
quire partners of European higher 
education institutions to not have 
ties with malign Chinese actors and 
to limit their funding if they do not 
comply.

• European countries and institutions 
to provide sufficient funding for 
growing our expertise on China, so 
that we can develop knowledge inde-
pendently from Chinese state actors.
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Is 19 years old, finishing her 
first year of Political Science 
studies at Vilnius University 
Insitute of International Rela-
tions and Political Science. A 
leading representative in Eu-
ropean Democratic Students 
from the Young Conservative 
league in Lithuania. During her 
school years, she was active in 
various youth NGO organisa-
tions. After entering university 
her portfolio of activities grew 
exponentially with becoming 
a coordinator of a team in VU 
Students’ Representation at her 
faculty, and a board member 
at Vilnius Youth Organizations’ 
Confederation “Round Table” 
responsible for advocacy and 
political representation of you-
th in Vilnius. She is also a part 
of the Lithuanian Youth Coun-
cil’s work group responsible for 
international relations. In her 
free time, she curates a podcast 
series “Po(p)litics” which dis-
cusses the interfaces between 
politics and the entertainment 
industry.

(24) he is from Stara Zagora, Bul-
garia and member of GERB.
Has a Bachelor’s degree in Inter-
national Studies from the Uni-
versity of National and World 
Economy, based in Sofia. During 
his student years, he was Secretary 
of IRRSA (International Relations 
Research Student Association), 
and he did some courses dedica-
ted to diplomacy, negotiations, the 
future of the West Balkans and 
China, more precisely the “One 
Belt One Road Initiative”.  Then he 
was Deputy Chairman in 2019-
2020. In that time he was part of 
the citizen’s council of CEACEF 
(Committee on European Affairs 
and Control of European Funds). 
He is part of the Bureau of the 
Local Branch of GERB in his 
hometown. Recently he comple-
te a course from NDI (National 
Democratic Institute) in the area 
of candidate selection amongst 
young people in politics, represen-
ting GERB in Montenegro.  
From 2020 until now he is 
Co-Chairman in EDS (European 
Democrat Students) in the wor-
king group Energy and Sustaina-
bility and after that became part 
of the working group Policies for 
Europe. 

is a 22-year-old student at 
Aalborg University, who is 
studying Politics and Admi-
nistration on his 2. semester. 
He is the International Se-
cretary of Konservative Stu-
derende (KS Denmark) and 
possesses several positions in 
various political boards. He is 
currently working at AAU on 
Demand on behalf of Aalborg 
University. He is currently a 
Co-chair in European Demo-
crat Students.

V. KrušinskaitėAlexander Kyosev
GERB, Bulgaria

Nicklas Verne
KS Denmark

Following the announcement made by 
European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen in her 2021 State of the 
Union address, the Commission has 
adopted its formal proposal to make 2022 
the European Year of Youth. The purpose 
of this announcement is to give young 
people more and better opportunities for 
the future. There are four main priorities 
raised that will let this initiative be as 
valuable as possible.

At a time in our history when the 
entire population has been living in 
the COVID-19 pandemic for the past 
two years, the European Commission 
recognised the consequences it had on the 
youth of Europe. The last two years had been 
challenging and the restrictions regarding 
learning, travelling and connecting with 
others had a massive impact on young 
people especially. It has thus been said 
that the worldwide pandemic has robbed 
young people of many opportunities - to 
meet and make new friends, to experience 
and explore new cultures. 

Specifically, it is important to maintain 
youths’ inclusivity and interest in social 
activities. The pandemic has impacted 
a decline of young people joining 
youth organisations and recognising 
traditional youth structures such as non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) and 
networks continue to play a key role. 
Initiatives such as the Conference on the 
Future of Europe European Year of Youth 
will encourage young people to actively 
work towards bettering their environment. 
From the actions, vision and insights 
of young people to further strengthen 
and invigorate the common EU project, 
building upon the better future.

Nonetheless, promoting opportunities 
provided by EU policies for young people 
to support their personal, social and 
professional development is significant. 
The European Year of Youth will go hand 
in hand with NextGenerationEU, which 
reopens perspectives for young people, 
including quality jobs and education and 

training opportunities for the Europe of 
the future, and supports young people’s 
participation in society. This guarantees 
financial support regarding youths’ ideas 
and goals and their achievement.

Furthermore, it is essential that this 
generation which has been heavily affected 
by the pandemic and thus has sacrificed 
a part of their youth is honoured and 
supported. It is critical that the young 
generation is inspired with hope and 
prosperity in the green conversion, and 
that the digital transition offers modern 
opportunities and solutions.  

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student organisa-
tion of the European People’s Party: 

• Acknowledge the European Commis-
sions’ initiative to announce 2022 as 
the European Year of Youth.

• Recognise how the European Year 
of Youth initiative will provide more 
opportunities for young people in Eu-
ropean Union.

• Recognise the impact of NextGene-
rationEU and its’ contribution to the 
European Year of Youth initiative.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student organisa-
tion of the European People’s Party 
call upon:

• The European Commission to ensure 
necessary funding for events and 
goals planned for the European Year 
of Youth.

• The European Parliament to improve 
the DiscoverEU programme and 
make it more inclusive.

• The European youth to take action, be 
courageous and proactive during the 
European Year of Youth.

“EUROPEAN 
YEAR OF 
YOUTH 2022”

Presented by 
WG



3332

The Russian Federation has proven to 
be a growing threat to Europe and its 
democracy by continuously practicing 
belligerence towards European Union 
member states and their Eastern allies, 
such as Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia. 
The President of Russia, Vladimir Putin, 
has openly stated that the biggest tragedy 
of the century, in his view, is the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, indicating his 
expansionist agenda of Greater Russia.

The deepening Euro-Atlantic cooperation 
of most European countries has prompted 
the Russian Federation to act aggressively 
in a move to establish its regional 
hegemony. Russia is hoping to maintain 
control of what it perceives as its region 
of influence, which is seen as essential 
to the reign of Putin and his oligarchic 
government structure.

For example, Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea and the subsequent violence is 
a means to an end for Putin’s regime in 
their campaign to maintain their regional 
hegemony. Following the 2014 revolution, 
Ukraine has been set on joining the EU and 
NATO as a primary goal as can be seen by 
the elections of pro-western parties. The 
possibility of a geographically significant 
neighbour joining NATO would be seen as 
an embarrassment and a failure of Russian 
grand strategy by the Kremlin. Thus Russia 
is determined to provide the argument for 
its rightful ownership of Crimea.

After the crisis and occupation of Crimea 
in 2014, the concerns in Europe in regards 
to the reliability of Russia as an energy 
partner, as well as its influence through 
its energy supply, have increased. The gas 
disputes between Russia and Ukraine that 
affected the whole of Europe over the past 

couple of decades are still fresh in our 
collective memory.

Europe continues to rely heavily on 
natural gas imports from Russia. In 2020 
alone Gazprom supplied over 200 billion 
cubic meters of gas to European countries, 
with over 80% of those going to Western 
Europe4. With the implementation of 
the Nordstream project, this figure could 
increase much further.

The sanctions which European countries 
have applied to Russia have targeted the 
financial and energy sectors, however they 
are particularly focused on the oil sector, 
given Europe’s dependence on Russian gas. 
Therefore Russian energy supply directly 
affects European policies and ultimately 
Europe’s security. 

A priority for Europe has to be the 
diversification of its supply routes and 
the development of alternative sources 
of energy. For example, green energy 
is growing but needs more investment; 
while gas reserves in the Middle East are 
abundant, but unexploited. In addition, 
recent discoveries of energy resources in 
the Mediterranean can provide further 
diversity, however they need investment 
in infrastructure and construction.

 Globalised trade has become an important 
dependency for economic growth, as 
trading benefits all countries involved. 
Trading is also important for peace and 
good relations, as we can see with the 
European project – countries that have 
very close trading relations are incentivised 
to maintain peace. However, trade which 
is not managed in the right way can also 
lead to economic dependence.
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“RUSSIA’S 
STRATEGIC 
LONG-TERM 
GOALS OF 
INTERFERENCE 
IN THE 
NATIONAL 
POLITICS OF 
SOVEREIGN 
STATES” 

Presented by 
KS Denmark, IRL 

Estonia, TK Finland, 

JKL Lithuania, YCGE 

UK 

Trading with Russia in particular must 
be done with a great amount of care 
considering their actions in Europe. It 
is important to maintain good trade 
relations, but our politics and decision-
making processes should not become 
dependent on Russia’s supply of goods. 

While politicians take consideration of 
trade and the important resource of gas, 
they must also be aware of the modern 
battlefield of cyber warfare; a broad term 
that includes attacks on infrastructure, 
denial of service attacks and interference 
in democratic elections. Russia is a 
dangerous cyber threat to any country 
that has not invested in cyber security, 
as it has been known to perform cyber 
attacks that include hacking attacks, 
internet surveillance and much more. It is 
therefore critical that European countries 
invest in cyber security so that they do 
not become vulnerable to Russia’s cyber 
attacks. 

In addition to Putin’s actions abroad, the 
Kremlin is also cracking down on civil 
society and social actions in Russia and 
neighbouring countries that have seen 
widespread protests and civil unrest. It is 
important for the democratic process and 
freedom of expression to be supported 
in Russia and all countries that are 
aiming to develop their politics in a more 
democratic direction.

With the growing threats, continuing 
influence and long-term agenda by Putin 
and his regime to destabilize Europe, 
to establish regional dominance and 
to interfere in the national politics of 
sovereign states, it is essential for Europe 
to act in unison, chart its own independent 
policies and protect the states that are 

directly impacted by Russia’s actions.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents (EDS), the official student or-
ganisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):

• Recognise the desire of the current 
leadership of the Russian Federation 
to interfere in the national politics of 
sovereign states.

• Support the Euro-Atlantic direction 
that Eastern European countries have 
chosen to undertake.

• Acknowledge Russia’s intentions 
to maintain regional hegemony by 
disrupting the Euro-Atlantic policies 
of European countries.

• Recognise the negative long-term 
effects of the occupation of Crimea.

• Acknowledge the current reliance of 
Europe on Russian oil and especially 
gas.

• Appreciate the importance of 
diversifying European energy 
resources as well as trade options. 

• Recognise the importance of 
maintaining strong cyber security.

Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon:

• The European Commision to 
fund and support civil society and 
democracy in Ukraine, Belarus, 
Georgia, Moldova and in Russia itself.

• European Union NGOs and 
universities to partner with and 

support their counterparts in Eastern 
European countries.

• European countries to more closely 
evaluate threats poised by Russia, 
especially in the context of the 
continuing energy dependence, trade 
issues and cyber warfare.

• The European Council to be more 
united and coordinated in their 
policy towards Russia.

• European Union member states to 
increase cooperation in the field of 
cybersecurity.

• European countries to strengthen 
resilience and build a united 
approach when it comes to energy 
security, trade positions, as well as 
cyber security.

• European countries to address any 
future malign Russian actions with 
adequate sanctions.
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“AID FOR 
UKRAINIAN 
STUDENTS” 

Presented by 
WG

As the war in Ukraine progresses, more 
and more people are leaving their home 
country. As of 26 April, more than 5.3 
million people have left Ukraine, most 
of them stationed in Poland, Romania, 
Bulgaria, Slovakia and Moldova. 
Ukrainian refugees were welcomed by 
the EU and other hosting countries and 
various initiatives were started in order 
to provide them with native language 
courses, housing, financial and emotional 
help. Non-governmental organisations 
have taken action to create exhibitions and 
initiatives to include Ukrainian people in 
their native culture. This help is crucial 
and needed for all Ukrainian people.

A significant amount of refugees are 
also part of the academic community. 
Students that have fled Ukraine have 
been accepted to local universities and 
were provided with scholarships, and 
gathering household items. The academic 
community in hosting countries has been 
pleasant enough to take care of escapees.

Universities have established groups of 
volunteers that are providing necessary 
training for those in need. Volunteers are 
trained on how to give emotional help, 
how to include refugees in local activities, 
and make their integration process easier. 
Nonetheless, these groups of volunteers 
are students, even after training their skill 
is not professional. Additionally, these 
programs lack resources. For instance, 
most universities do not provide funding 
for transportation from stations or during 
activities. Another aspect that needs 
financial and professional help is document 
management and bureaucratic processes 
that are crucial for Ukrainian refugees in 
order for them to live comfortably in their 
new country.

The majority of Ukrainian refugees who 
are enrolled in local universities have 
to face the challenges of the language 
barrier. The Ukrainian language is not 
common in Europe, therefore most of the 
communication happens in English or the 
local language. Knowledge of a language 
is something that local universities have 
yet to take into account. There is a lack of 
English programmes or at least courses in 
the English language.

Volunteer programmes in academic 
communities are essential in order to 
provide student refugees with a sense of 
belonging, help them navigate through 
the universities that they attend, and help 
them with the bureaucratic processes of 
local countries. In order to ensure their 
quality stay, financial and professional aid 
is of the utmost importance. Moreover, 
additional English and local language 
courses are crucial for Ukrainian students 
in their process of integration.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents (EDS), the official student or-
ganisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):

• Recognise the unprecedented and 
illegal Russian aggression against 
Ukraine and its cruelty.

• Recognise the lack of funding for 
volunteer programmes in local 
universities of hosting countries. 

• Recognise the lack of language 
courses in hosting countries.

• Recognise the need for financial and 
professional help for volunteers that 
are taking care of Ukrainian students.

Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon: 

• European Commission to create a 
plan that appoints the creation of 
volunteer groups in local universities 
in every hosting country.

• European Commission to provide 
necessary funding for volunteer 
groups in order for them to give 
emotional, bureaucratic and 
academic help for Ukrainian 
students.

• European Parliament to provide 
volunteer groups with enough 
resources for them to create English 
and local language courses.
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RECOVERY 
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Presented by 
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After the coronavirus pandemic, European 
economies are struggling to boost 
employment and growth. The European 
Commission and the European Council, 
in order to support the economic virtuous 
cycle, have launched a €750bn European 
Recovery fund (“ERF”) with three main 
objectives: repair the economic damage 
and rebound growth, increase public 
sector’s efficiency and focus heavily on 
investments in green and digital projects. 
After the pandemic, EU leaders agreed 
on a comprehensive package of €1,824.3 
billion which combines the €1,074.3 
billion multiannual financial framework 
(MFF) and an extraordinary €750 billion 
recovery effort, called Next Generation 
EU. Reference banks like Morgan Stanley 
estimate that the EU project will boost the 
eurozone gross domestic product by 3.5 
percent.

The ERF will be divided in seven different 
parts:

• Recovery and Resilience Facility: 
€672.5 billion

• ReactEU: €47.5 billion
• Horizon Europe: € 5 billion
• InvestEU: €5.6 billion
• Rural Development: €7.5 billion
• Just Transition Fund: €10 billion
• RescEU: €1.9 billion

The key challenge will be to make 
European Member States comply with the 
nature of the ERF and to ensure that the 
money will, in the end, reach the pockets 
of the EU citizens and the projects planned 
(prioritizing the EU agenda but also those 
who were most affected by the economic 
consequences of the Covid-19 restrictions 
imposed by governments). In that sense, 
the largest borrowers from the ERF are the 

ones with the poorest record in spending 
EU money (i.e. Spain and Italy). There are 
serious concerns that the money may not 
be spent properly because of bureaucratic 
and administrative procedures. In 2019, 
according to the Court of Auditors, Italy 
had the slowest absorption rate in the EU 
with only 30.7 per cent of funds being 
paid out. The spending plan of some of 
these countries are too wide in terms 
of the scope and it is said that they are 
not ready to receive and distribute those 
funds, specially due to the complicated 
bureaucracy and public contractual law.

On top of that, the countries who are the 
largest borrowers from the ERF are also 
the countries who have the highest youth 
unemployment rates (i.e. Spain, Greece or 
Italy); this is another argument why we 
need to pay attention to the effective and 
efficient usage of EU funds. 

There is also a big risk that such huge 
amount of money may be impossible to 
monitor and control by the European 
authorities, leading to the misuse of the 
funds and corruption. The chief of Olaf 
(EU anti-fraud) has warned that some 
countries are refusing to sign up to a 
common transactions database which 
will make it harder for the anti-fraud 
authorities to review the compliance of the 
transactions related with the ERF.

The momentum that comes out of the 
ERF should not be underestimated, it is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity to improve 
and reform European economies in a 
very short period of time. The reforms 
that the ERF will incentivize have to 
be fully focused on energy transition, 
digitalization, and youth. It is the only way 
for our continent to remain innovative 

and relevant in the geopolitical world we 
currently live in. There is no room within 
the ERF for supporting unproductive 
companies and sectors or expenditure in 
policies that make our national labour 
markets any less competitive. 

There is an enormous package of support 
on the table. In the months and years to 
come these promises made in a moment of 
crisis will need to be translated into rule-
based policy. Therefore, EDS supports the 
ERF, while stressing the need for detailed 
budget controls.

That is why, we, the European 
Democrats Students, the official 
student organization of the 
European People’s Party (EPP): 

• Will play close attention to the results 
regarding youth unemployment 
through the ERF and other related 
EU financial packages.

• Support the legislation coming out 
of the ERF (e.g. Fit for 55); while 
stressing the  need for clear rules 
based and detailed budget controls. 

• Recognize the importance of this 
funds to transform Europe, support 
productive and future-oriented 
industries while repairing the 
economic damage caused by the 
measures taken to fight Covid-19.

Call upon the EU Commission and 
the Member States to: 

• Sign on a common database to track 
and review all transactions made with 
ERF money in order to improve the 
supervision and prevent corruption 

or inefficiencies in ten distribution of 
funds.

• Focus through the ERF on energy 
transition, digitalization and youth in 
order to transform Europe and build 
from the covid-19 tragedy a great 
plan to lead the world economy with 
far-reaching reforms.

• Coordinate between the EU and its 
Member States to avoid overlapping 
and ensure a more effective 
distribution of funds.

• Prepare a detailed plan of the 
distribution of funds and their 
different effects on the economy and 
society (impact assessment) with a 
relation of all the necessary tools and 
legal procedures to be able to receive 
EU funds and make sure they are not 
lost in bureaucratic procedures.
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Introduction:

On February 4 – Russia has agreed a 30-
year contract to supply gas to China via 
a new pipeline and will settle the new 
gas sales in euros, bolstering an energy 
alliance with Beijing amid Moscow’s 
strained ties with the West over Ukraine. 
Under plans previously drawn up, Russia 
aimed to supply China with 38 bcm of 
gas by pipeline by 2025. Russia already 
sends gas to China via its Power of Siberia 
pipeline, which began pumping supplies 
in 2019, and by shipping liquefied natural 
gas (LNG). It exported 16.5 billion cubic 
metres (bcm) of gas to China in 2021. 
The invasion of Ukraine started twenty 
days after the deal. One could argue that 
things were set in motion and the future 
aggressor was preparing for the sanctions 
the European Union would imply. Given 
the fact that the whole of Europe is Russia’s 
main consumer of gas, Putin is certainly 
showing signs of looking who could pay 
the incoming deficit that would come if 
the pipeline to Europe is shutdown. It is 
not a secret that energy is the Russian’s 
Federation main leverage over others, yet 
it was not enough to sort the rising crisis 
between it and the West with diplomacy. 
The worst happened – a war since the end 
of the Cold War Era and it is in Europe. 
His main goals: are the demilitarisation 
of Ukraine – whose right to exist is being 
denied and the unsubstantiated idea of 
‘denazification’.

Russia’s Pivot towards China:

Despite being characterized as an alliance 
of two ideologically complementary 
authoritarian regimes, China and Russia 
are separate countries with distinct 

interests. For Beijing, which has been 
the primary target of Western pressure 
in recent years, Russia’s sudden move on 
Ukraine would solve China’s conundrum 
by forcing the West to shift its attention to 
Europe.   Thus, the best-case scenario for 
China is the West and Russia at daggers 
drawn, which allows Beijing the space and 
time necessary to cultivate its power and 
influence. Such considerations will guide 
China’s policy in the near and long term. 
However, this does not mean while Russia 
is waging a war against Ukraine on the 
basis of outdated Cold War logic, China 
would immediately invade Taiwan leading 
the world to probably a third World War. 
The People’s Republic of China released 
statements that avoided assigning blame 
in the crisis and reasserted the right 
to national sovereignty. This position 
will likely be maintained, despite the 
difficulties in doing so, as Russia carries 
out its full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 
The crumbling of Russia’s relations with 
the West and imposition of Western 
sanctions will further push Moscow into 
Beijing’s orbit and allow the latter greater 
leverage and influence in the relationship. 
In this regard, China has likely prepared 
measures in response to Russia’s search for 
economic assistance. 

Conclusion:

Diplomacy is based on deterrence and 
détente.  Concrete sober politics are 
needed which can withstand tensions 
from maximalist positions. The Putin’s 
dictatorship neo-imperial way of 
thinking has left the path of rationality. 
Any chance to get it back on it must be 
used. The consequence has been that 
Western Europe has all too often left crisis 
management to the US. The debate about 

our Common Security must be again put 
as a top priority and conclude a redefine 
package of measures. 

In conclusion, But the art of diplomacy 
is to think and initiate the next step, even 
if it seems hopeless at the moment of 
escalation. Dare to try: that’s the ethical 
imperative arising from a logic of peace.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student organiza-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP):

• Encourage member states to invest, 
develop and redefine the architecture 
of our Common Defense and Security 
Policy;

• Acknowledge China’s growing self-
sufficiency in the near future amid 
the war;

• Further recommend no total 
severance in the future of diplomatic 
relations with Russia in order not to 
lose a potential diplomatic approach;  

Therefore we, the European Demo-
crat Students, official student or-
ganization of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):

• Call upon the European Union to 
also help the student members of 
youth organizations by coming up 
with a pact to ensure they could 
continue their studies in European 
Universities; 

• Acknowledge the importance of the 
protection of cyber crimes especially 

in times when every sovereign 
institution is in danger of being 
attacked; 

• Consider key the cooperation 
between Member States authorities 
and a harmonised enforcement of 
measures in cross border cases of data 
being hacked or leaked in a result of a 
cyber-attack;



414044

“A UNITED, 
OPTIMISED 
AND EFFECTIVE 
COLLABORATION 
IN THE 
EUROPEAN 
SECURITY 
AND DEFENCE 
POLICY”

Presented by 
WG

With the tragic, escalating and 
unprecedented Russian war on Ukraine 
it has become more relevant than ever 
to discuss a broader collaboration in the 
European Union’s Common foreign and 
security policy (CFSP). 

The European Union’s common foreign 
and security policy (CFSP) aims toward 
preserving peace and strengthening 
international security in accordance 
with the principles of the United Nations 
Charter. It does so through civilian 
missions, EU special representatives, 
stabilisation acts as well as multilateral 
and bilateral non-proliferation and 
disarmament projects. These operations 
are funded through the budget, which as 
of 2019 was accumulated to 358.7 million 
EUR. A flexible management of the budget 
allows for rapid response to unforeseen 
geopolitical events and developments. 

A main component of the common 
foreign and security policy (CFSP) is the 
common security and defence policy 
(CSDP) and involves the deployment of 
military or civilian missions. More than 10 
EU common security and defence policy 
(CSDP) civilian missions have taken place 
in Europe, Africa and the Middle East over 
the last ten years.

In 2017 the European Council formed 
the Permanent Structured Cooperation 
(PESCO) with 25 EU member states. 
The Permanent Structured Cooperation 
(PESCO) offers a legal framework to 
jointly plan, develop and invest in shared 
capability projects, and enhance the 
readiness and contribution of armed 
forces. The primary difference between 
the Permanent Structured Cooperation 
(PESCO) and other forms of cooperation 

is the legal binding nature of the 
commitments taken by the 25 member 
states participating. 

The legal binding nature of the Permanent 
Structured Cooperation includes 20 speci-
fic defence policy commitments. The pri-
mary focus of which is to meet agreed de-
fence spending targets, the harmonisation 
of requirements and greater collaboration. 
Example given: 1) “regularly increasing 
defence budgets in real terms, in order 
to reach agreed objectives”, 2) “successive 
medium-term increase in defence invest-
ment expenditure to 20% of total defence 
spending (collective benchmark) in order 
to fill strategic capability gaps by partici-
pating in defence capabilities projects in 
accordance with CDP and Coordinated 
Annual Review (CARD)” and 3) “increa-
sing joint and “collaborative” strategic de-
fence capabilities projects. Such joint and 
collaborative projects should be suppor-
ted through the European Defence Fund 
if required and as appropriate” and much 
more. 

The United Kingdom, Denmark and Malta 
are the last few countries in the western 
world who do not fully participate in the 
European Union’s security and defence 
policies. 

The reasoning behind this is that, 1) 
The United Kingdom officially left the 
European Union in 2020 and thus their 
contribution to the common security 
and defence policy (CSDP) ceased, 2) 
Denmark has a defence opt-out as part of 
their 4 opt-outs in regards to the European 
Union, 3) Malta explained its decision by 
its national commitment to neutrality and 
non-alignment. The national constitution 

defines Malta as a ‘neutral state adhering 
to a policy of non-alignment and refusing 
to participate in any military alliance’. 

Throughout The United Kingdom’s 
membership of the European Union they 
had been very positive and active in the 
common security and defence policy 
(CSDP). The British government assessed 
its own participation in the common 
foreign and security policy (CFSP) in the 
“Review of the Balance of Competences” 
exercise undertaken in 2010-2015. 
Furthermore, The United Kingdom 
decided not to sign up for the Permanent 
Structured Cooperation (PESCO).

Denmark on the other hand has never 
been a part of the common security and 
defence policy (CSDP). Denmark will 
have a referendum the 1st of June 2022 
regarding the abolition of their defence 
opt-out. If the Danish population decided 
to abolish their defence opt-out, Denmark 
will be able to take part in the European 
Union’s Common Security and Defence 
Policy (CSDP). Thus Denmark will be 
able to participate in military and civilian 
missions in cooperation with the member 
states of the European Union. Denmark 
is not participating in the Permanent 
Structured Cooperation (PESCO). 

Malta has been actively involved in the 
common security and defence policy 
(CSDP) since joining the European 
Union in 2004, however Malta did not 
decide to join the Permanent Structured 
Cooperation (PESCO). However the 
former Maltese prime minister, Joseph 
Muscat, elaborated that Malta would 
consider joining the Permanent Structured 
Cooperation (PESCO) depending on the 
course of the implementation process, 

and if the cooperation was going to take 
a military form. 

A joint European security and defence 
policy ensures peace and international 
security. This is why it is critical that we in 
times of crisis focus on unity throughout 
all of Europe. The benefits for Denmark in 
joining the common foreign and security 
policy (CFSP), and thus the common 
security and defence policy (CSDP), 
is that they will be able to participate 
in the joint research, development and 
purchase of military technology and 
material. Furthermore they will be able 
to decide whether to join or to abstain 
from a military operation conducted by 
the common security and defence policy 
(CSDP). Denmark and Malta would then 
be able to contribute with soldiers, planes, 
cyber experts or military equipment. Thus 
it is possible to contribute to European 
military operations without the loss of 
any national sovereignty in the planning 
and decision-making. The Permanent 
Structured Cooperation (PESCO) is an 
opportunity for all member states to jointly 
plan, develop and enhance the readiness 
and contribution of armed forces. In a 
time of crisis, and with the Russian war 
on European borders, it would be highly 
beneficial for the security and prosperity 
of Europe to include, Denmark and Malta 
in this initiative. 

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student orga-
nisation of the European People’s 
Party: 

• Recognise the importance of a 
complete and unified Europe in the 
time of crisis

• Recognise the current situation 
of Denmark and Malta’s lack of 
participation in the European 
security and defence policy

• Express the urge for unity in 
European security and defence 
policy

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, the official student orga-
nisation of the European People’s 
Party call upon:

• The European Commision to further 
fund and support the common 
foreign and defence policy (CFDP), 
common security and defence policy 
(CSDP) and Permanent Structured 
Cooperation (PESCO). 

• The European Union to emphasise 
on the importance of unity in 
European defence and security 
policies.

• European Union member states to 
increase their focus on the field of 
security and defence policy.

• European countries to address the 
importance of withholding peace 
and prosperity in Europe Member 
States to continue expanding the 
European defense industry as it is 
a key component to the European 
sovereignty.
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The morning of the 24th of February Eu-
rope woke up to the frightening news of 
the escalating situation in Ukraine. The 
Russian Federation has launched a fu-
ll-scale invasion of Ukraine, with initial 
bombings of Ukraine’s military airfields 
and air defence systemsFollowing the 
bombings came a large assault on multiple 
fronts of the Ukrainian border. Currently, 
the many residents of Kyiv are preparing 
for the next Russian assault. Thousands of 
Ukraine citizens, mainly women and chil-
dren, are running away from war to nei-
ghbouring countries, seeking protection. 
It is now clear that the western world is 
entering a dark and troubling time. Euro-
pe is once again at war. 

In order to understand the current si-
tuation, it is important to mention that 
Ukraine as well as other East European 
states and Russia have historical connec-
tions because of their forced membership 
in the Soviet Union. After its collapse in 
1991, most of the former states have de-
clared sovereignty and independence. Fo-
llowing the declarations of independence, 
most Post-Soviet states sought to join the 
EU, NATO and other organisations that 
would ensure their safety and autonomy. 
Even though most of the countries have 
fully integrated into modern Europe, a 
former intelligence officer at KGB who 
is the current president of Russia Vladi-
mir Putin called the collapse of the Soviet 
Union the “greatest geopolitical catastro-
phe” of the 20th century. This statement 
is especially threatening to neighbouring 
countries who do not wish to return to 
Soviet Union type of establishment. Vla-

dimir Putin’s apparent  obsession with the 
restoration of the Soviet Union geopoliti-
cal influence is one of the motivations for 
his cruel actions on Post-Soviet states’and 
in this case Ukrainian soil. 

In hindsight, one can wonder how things 
might have been different in Ukraine to-
day had the Western world been swifter 
in the process of adopting Ukraine into 
NATO and the European Union. In 2008 
Ukraine applied to begin a NATO mem-
bership action plan (MAP) with the pur-
pose of becoming a member of the organi-
sation. However, when Ukraine held their 
elections in 2010, Viktor Yanukovych was 
elected president and thus cancelled the 
plans for a NATO membership. Five years 
after the Ukrainian Revolution of Dig-
nity in 2014 (Wikipedia, 2022), Ukraine 
passed the vote for new amendments in 
their constitution in which the preambles 
stated that Ukraine “confirms their Euro-
pean identity” and that they would “en-
sure the implementation of the strategic 
course towards Ukraine’s full membership 
of The European Union and the North At-
lantic Treaty Organisation” (ua.kmu.gov, 
2019).The Russian Federation expresses 
that its national sovereignty is threatened 
by the expansion of NATO toward the 
Russian borders. Thus the Russian Fe-
deration proposed a list of demands for 
the United States regarding NATO’s ex-
pansion in which it is stated that NATO 
should withdraw their forces to the posi-
tions which they occupied in 1997 (BNN 
Bloomberg, 2022). The United States were 
quick to state that it would not oblige to 
these demands, and thus the approach has 

ultimately led to The Russian Federation 
invading Ukraine on February the 24th.  

Russian aggression towards Ukraine star-
ted eight years ago with the annexation of 
Crimea in 2014. On 22 and 23 February, 
Russian troops and special forces began 
moving into Crimea through Novoros-
siysk and without insignias began ta-
king control of the Crimean Peninsula. It 
showed the Western world what Russia is 
capable of and the scale of what Vladimir 
Putin is willing to do in order to fulfil his 
ambitions. After attacks in 2014 former 
US President Barack Obama imposed 
sanctions on Russian-occupied Crimea 
by executive order prohibiting exports 
of US goods and services to the region. 
On 16 February 2015, the EU increased 
its sanction list to cover 151 individuals 
and 37 entities. The list of sanctions has 
increased significantly since the events in 
Crimea in spite of that the current situa-
tion in Ukraine has proven that it was not 
enough.

On the 24th of February Russia has in-
vaded Ukraine during the emergency 
United Nations Security Council mee-
ting that was meant as an eleventh-hour 
effort to dissuade Russia from sending 
troops into Ukraine. Before the invasion, 
V. Putin announced on national tele-
vision that Russian-speaking residents 
there were being subjected to “genocide” 
in the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine 
and used it as an excuse to send troops 
into the regions for “peacekeeping” pur-
poses. Putin used these sorts of claims as 
part of his explanation for recognizing as 

independent the so-called Luhansk Peo-
ple’s Republic and the Donetsk People’s 
Republic, the two territories in eastern 
Ukraine where he has backed separatists 
since 2014. Ukraine has stressed the im-
portance of stricter sanctions for Russia 
relentlessly even before the invasion and 
the EU leaders and its’ allies have taken 
stricter action to prevent further damage: 

• EU extended restrictive measures 
to cover all the 351 members of the 
Russian State Duma;

• Banning the sale of aircraft and equi-
pment to Russian airlines;

• Restricting access to the EU for Rus-
sian diplomats and related groups 
and business people;

• The freeze of the Nord Stream 2 pro-
ject

• Financial sanctions, targeting 70% of 
the Russian banking market and key 
state-owned companies, including in 
defence;

• U.S. full blocking sanctions on Rus-
sia’s second-largest financial insti-
tution, VTB Bank (VTB) and other 
financial institutions;

• Costs on Belarus for supporting a 
further invasion of Ukraine;

• Russias’ ban from European airspace;
• Russias’ expulsion from the SWIFT 

system;

There are various discussions about new 
sanctions for Russia regarding a total eco-
nomic embargo.

Ukraine has been and still is an indepen-
dent and sovereign country, therefore 

Russian aggression is unprecedented and 
completely cruel. The border between 
Ukraine and Russia at which the war is 
happening is also a border between the 
democratic world and dictatorship. The 
freedom of Ukraines’ independence  can 
not be questioned and should be defen-
ded vigorously.

Furthermore, Ukraine has called upon 
NATO to execute a no-fly zone in Ukra-
ine’s airspace to prevent Russian airstri-
kes. NATO has promptly and thoroughly 
responded that a no-fly zone in Ukraine 
would force NATO into the war, which 
in turn would lead to more human suffe-
ring. The U.S Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken solidified that the NATO alliance 
would defend every inch of NATO land if 
a conflict were to occur (Reuters, 2022).  

At this moment in time, The Russian Fe-
deration has not managed to siege the 
capital of Ukraine, Kyiv. Dmitrij Peskov, 
who is Vladimir Putin’s spokesperson, 
said that The Russian Federation has not 
achieved its military goal in Ukraine and 
that he cannot out rule, that The Rus-
sian Federation will resort to the use of 
nuclear weapons to achieve these goals 
(CNN, 2022). 

We, the European Democrat Stu-

dents (EDS), the official student or-

ganisation of the European People’s 

Party (EPP):

• Recognise the unprecedented and 
illegal Russian aggression against 
Ukraine and its cruelty.
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• Recognise Donbas,Luhansk and Cri-
mea regions as part of Ukraines’ in-
dependent territory and solidity of 
Ukraines’ borders. 

• Recognise the lack of humanitarian 
support for Ukrainian civilians that 
are trapped in warzones.

• Recognise the need for further finan-
cial,  military and political support 
for the Ukrainian government.

• Recognise the need for humanitarian, 
financial, moral and political support 
for refugees in European countries. 

• Recognise the delayed reaction to 
Ukraine’s aim toward joining NATO.

Recognise the delayed reaction to Ukrai-
ne’s prior concerns of a potential invasion.

• Express concern for Russias’ disre-
gard for the democratic world, EU 
and its allies, national sovereignty of 
independent countries.

• Express appreciation towards rising 
humanitarian support to Ukrainian 
refugees in neighbouring countries.

• Emphasise the danger of long-term 
effects of Russias’ expansion to 
Post-Soviet states and its danger to 
the EU. 

Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon: 

• Russia to stop unprecedented attac-
ks on Ukrainian soil and demand to 
withdraw Russian troops from Ukra-
ines’ territory.

• Russia to co-operate in providing safe 
humanitarian colidors for Ukrainian 
civilians that lead to safe-zones.

• The European Council to prepare 
a plan and quicken the process of 
Ukraines’ incorporation into the EU

• European countries to ensure finan-
cial assistance to Ukrainian refugees.

• European Universities to ensure 
Ukrainian students‘ integration and 
financial aid.

• The European Union member states 
to not partake in sales of passports to 
Russian nationals.

• The European Central Bank to imple-
ment a complete Russia disconnec-
tion from the SWIFT system.

• European Commission to ban Rus-
sian based oil, gas and coal supplies 
in EU territory.

• European Council to declare a total 
economic embargo on Russia.

• Members of the European Parliament 
to support Ukrainian refugees with 
humanitarian, financial, moral and 
political help.

• European people to protest the Rus-
sian regime and call local politicians 
to support Ukraine.

• European people to support Ukrai-
nian refugees with humanitarian, fi-
nancial, moral and political help.
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China has once again piqued the interest of 
the western world with The Belt and Road 
Initiative, which is a project reminiscent 
of the Silk Road, that strives to increase 
China’s global influence and economical 
power. The Belt and Road Initiative is a 
transgressive project that has a significant 
mark on the various countries the project 
affects. One study concludes that there is a 
correlation between the influx of Chinese 
capital into a country and a negative 
impact on its legal and governance 
standards. Furthermore it has become 
increasingly clear that China’s economic 
and political power rivals that of the US. 
This is extremely worrying as China does 
not abide by democratic values and has 
the capability to economically destabilize 
the countries they are affecting with their 
initiative. 

Therefore it is critical that the EU stands 
together against China’s expansion in 
Eastern and Central Europe. Undoubtedly 
China has become a major influencing 
power in the West Balkans in  the past 
decade. Beijing has long worked to build 
coalitions of convenience with ruling 
governments and dominant parties in 
the Western Balkans, often by signing 
direct agreements with them that are 
subject to little parliamentary scrutiny. 
Such governmental and party cooperation 
occurs at the bilateral and multilateral 
levels, mostly through frameworks of 
the 16+1 – a China-led cooperation 
format that includes a range of central 
and eastern European countries – such 
as the China-CEEC Political Parties’ 
Dialogue and the China-CEEC Young 
Political Leaders’ Forum. Yet the collapse 
of personalist ruling in Western Balkans, 
masked by “democratic” parties, has 
forced China to rapidly diversify party 

ties. An eminent example of this process 
are states such as Bosnia and Herzegovina 
where it is facilitated by the country’s 
constitutional structure, which ensures 
parity between the three constituent 
entities. Similarly, Beijing has reportedly 
made party cooperation a component of 
its relationship with the prime minister 
of North Macedonia, Zoran Zaev. China’s 
extension of these ties is a long-term 
process. The country from the far East 
do not consider the political climate 
as a necessary step in order to invest, 
unlike the European Union. For instance, 
party-driven cooperation between 
the Montenegrin Democratic Party of 
Socialists and the Chinese Communist 
Party dates back to 2010 and ended in 2020 
after the Socialists fell down, changing 
the geopolitical course towards the 
West. Serbia and China included a party 
cooperation dimension in the strategic 
partnership they concluded in 2009. And 
such interactions are increasing even in 
Kosovo: despite China’s non-recognition 
of the country as an independent state, 
the sides have maintained an informal 
relationship in Pristina and at the United 
Nations. As part of this, Kosovo appears 
to have implicitly refused to recognise 
Taiwan’s independence, likely in a bid to 
gain diplomatic capital with China.

Academic and international relations 
based on specific persons between China 
and the Western Balkans are also growing. 
This is typified by the increasing range and 
intensity of interaction between national 
academies of sciences, which build on 
a legacy of cooperation from previous 
decades.

All this interest started back in 2008 after 
the financial crisis resulted in China 

gaining a degree of political influence 
over the maritime infrastructure of 
Southeastern Europe by taking control 
of the Greek port of Piraeus. By agreeing 
to the Chinese terms, Beijing got the 
port under concession for 32-35 years. 
The enlargement of the Greek port was 
negotiated so that if any legal problems 
emerge they will be resolved by the 
Chinese courts and laws. A great example 
of debt-trap diplomacy is the case of 
Montenegro with its debts amounting 
to an excruciatingly high 80 percent per 
GDP. Beijing will be in a position to make 
pivotal decisions on the financial fate of 
the country due to the fiscal catastrophe 
resulting from the COVID-19 epidemic. 
China could apply this newfound leverage 
in various ways, given that Montenegro 
may be contractually obliged to cede 
control of strategically important assets. 
And it could be in a similar position in 
other countries in the region. The Albanian 
government has partially renegotiated the 
monopoly on international flights held by 
the Chinese owner of Tirana airport but, 
in the process, extended the company’s 
concession contract while allowing it 
to have a role in shaping national air 
transport policy. In Bosnia, a consortium 
led by China Gezhouba Group Company 
has begun a major expansion of the 
country’s largest power plant, in Tuzla. 
Beijing certainly has quite the interest 
both bilaterally and in the 16+1 forum 
in the whole region. With establishing a 
network between the different countries 
with economical force, grasping the states 
and only letting go a little just to gain a key 
leverage is certainly the way China likes to 
expand its influence. 

Nonetheless, China may have made 
significant progress in expanding its 

role in the Western Balkans, but it will 
continue to face a number of challenges of 
varying intensity and predictability. One is 
the growing international scrutiny of the 
region created by intensifying geopolitical 
competition and the rising cost of inaction 
for the EU and the US. This is reflected 
in not only research and analysis on the 
region but also the political dialogue 
between Western Balkans governments 
and their European and US counterparts 
– a trend that is certain to persist in the 
coming years.  

Therefore it is of utmost importance that 
the EU focuses on quickening the process 
of integrating the Western Balkans. 
Furthermore the EU should also express 
their concern toward China’s negative 
influence on the affected countries’ 
democratic standards.   

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents (EDS), the official student or-
ganisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):

• Express concern that China has beco-
me an influential power in the West 
Balkans over  the past decade.

• Recognise that The Belt and Road Ini-
tiative strives to increase China’s glo-
bal influence and economic power. 

• Emphasise the danger of long-term 
effects of China’s expansion of ties in 
the West Balkans.

• Express concern that China is ma-
king the West Balkans financially de-
pendent by putting the region on debt 
due to the fiscal catastrophe resulting 
from the COVID-19 epidemic.

Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon:

• The European Commission to 
address the potential danger of 
China’s integration into the West 
Balkans.

• The European Union and NATO 
to regularly, constructively, and 
comprehensively monitor and analyse 
Chinese political and economic 
activity in the region.

• The EU Council to prepare and 
carry out an action plan that would 
address the key areas in which they 
can provide support and otherwise 
intervene to narrow the cultural, 
political gap between West Balkans 
and the EU.

• European Union to support Cultural 
Cooperation initiatives between West 
Balkans and EU, such as ‘Cultural 
Cooperation Projects in the Western 
Balkans’ launched by Creative 
Europe in 2019 which would help 
with cultural integration.

• The European Council to prepare a 
plan and quicken the process of West 
Balkans’ incorporation to the EU.

• Emphasize on the need of a joint 
European Union and Western Balkan 
framework to tackle disinformation 
campaigns 
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Sara Marinelli is currently fi-
nishing her Master’s in Con-
sulting and Management at 
the Catholic University in Mi-
lan and she already completed 
a degree in Business Adminis-
tration cum laude. She is wor-
king for the family company 
in San Marino in Administra-
tion and HR positions. She is 
managing the international 
relationship between the EDS 
and GDC since January 2021 
and she was elected as an in-
ternational secretary during 
the last GDC congress in San 
Marino.   During the lock-
down period, she founded 
Rinascita Culturale, a charity 
organization in San Marino 
that helped people with any 
difficulties. Now the associa-
tion is committed to helping 
Ukrainian immigrants in San 
Marino to integrate them into 
the world of work.

was born in Brussels, Bel-
gium. He’s currently studying 
Economics with specialisa-
tion in Business and Finance, 
at the Athens University of 
Eco-nomics and Business. He 
is a member of the Internatio-
nal Secretariat of DAP-ND-
FK/ONNED. Recently he 
inter-ned at the Hellenic Par-
liament and is interested and 
involved in technology and 
entrepre-neurship.

Felix MilbankSara Marinelli 
AG, Austria

Theodore Nicoloulias 
DAP-NDFK, Greece
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The significant difference between the 
duration of paternity and maternity leave 
in Europe has major consequences for 
gender equality, the fathers role in the 
family, as well as women’s opportunities 
in the workplace. We therefore must 
create better conditions for the European 
modern family. In order to do that, the 
system have to change drastically. 

The differences between the duration of 
paternity and maternity leave are clear 
across the continent; Italy has a maternity 
leave of five months with ten days paternity 
leave, Greece has an maternity leave of 
four months with 2 days paternity leave, 
and Malta has an maternity leave of 4,5 
months, with 1 day of paternity leave. This 
large difference has major ripple effects 
on society in general, and are harming 
families in particular. 

Despite the fact that the European 
Union Directive 2019/1158 has taken an 
important step forcing countries to include 
paternity leave of at least 10 days, it’s not 
enough to create equality. This is due to 
the fact that the longer parental leave are 
transferable. When most fathers further 
wouldn’t be paid in full wages - like the 
mother-, the consequences are clear; fewer 
fathers are going to use the parental leave. 
This affects the evaluation of the father’s 
role in the family. Although the mother 
has an essential role during the child’s 
first year, the presence of the father is 
also essential. This inequality allows the 
mothers to spend more time with the 
newborn, which results in the father 
becoming less involved in the child’s life, 
in one of the most important periods of 
the child’s life. 

This further creates inequality during the 
hiring processes. Women should not be 
punished in the labour market as a result 
of being able to give birth. Greater equality 

between men and women within paternity 
and maternity leave will contribute to have 
the same rights during the employment 
process. 

We, European Democrat Students 
(EDS), the official student’s 
organisation of European People’s 
Party (EPP):

• Acknowledging that the difference 
duration between maternity and 
paternity leave creates inequality.

• Recognizing that the time of paternity 
and maternity leave is different from 
parental leave,  there are separated 
and not cumulative. 

• Believing that the EU should 
encourage the father figure in line 
with the EPP’s family value

Call on the European Commission 
and Member States to:

• To increase the EU’s mandatory 
paternity leave from 14 days to 42 
days with 90% weekly earnings. 

• To adopt equal maternity and 
paternity leave and pay across the EU 
27 by 2024.

“EQUALITY 
BETWEEN 
PATERNITY AND 
MATERNITY 
LEAVE”

Presented by 
WG, HS
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More and more countries in Europe and 
the world are taking stronger measures 
against abortions. The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) estimate that 25 
million unsafe abortions take place each 
year as a result. However; preventing 
women and girls from accessing an 
abortion does not mean they stop 
needing one. Attempts to ban or restrict 
abortions therefore does nothing to 
reduce the number of abortions, it only 
forces people to seek out unsafe ones.

In contrast to a legal abortion that 
is carried out by a trained medical 
provider, unsafe abortions can have fatal 
consequences. So much so that unsafe 
abortions are the third leading cause 
of maternal deaths worldwide. Deaths 
and injuries from unsafe abortions are 
preventable, yet such deaths are common 
in countries where access to safe abortion 
is limited or prohibited entirely.

The WHO has further noted that one of 
the first steps toward avoiding maternal 
deaths and injuries is for states to ensure 
that people have access to sex education, 
are able to use effective contraception, 
have safe and legal abortion, and are 
given timely care for complications. 

When a decrease in the number of 
abortions is the goal itself, the question 
therefore further have to be how we can 
secure the rights of woman, and decrease 
the number. Empirical research shows 
that a ban on abortion does not lead to 
a decrease in the number of abortions, it 
increases it. According to the Guttmacher 
Institute, the abortion rate is 37 per 1,000 
people in countries that prohibit abortion 
altogether or allow it only in instances 
to save a woman’s life, and 34 per 1,000 

people in countries that broadly allow for 
abortion. 

This effect is clearly seen in the 
Netherlands’s, where there the 
Netherlands despite having some of 
the most liberal abortion laws in the 
world, have an abortion rate between 5 
to 7/1000 women of reproductive age. 
This is the lowest abortion rate measured 
in the world. Experience from the 
Netherlands shows us that a reduction in 
unwanted pregnancies can be achieved 
through successful pregnancy prevention 
strategies. This includes sex education, 
open discussions about sexuality in the 
mass media and education campaigns. 
The solution is thus never to remove the 
sexual and reproductive rights, but rather 
to strengthen them.

This is further illustrated by the situation 
in Poland, where abortion rights have 
been severely restricted in recent years. 
The new legislation removes almost all 
possibilities for abortion in practice and 
has already led to the death of pregnant 
women. Lives that could have been saved. 
It is further worth noting that somewhere 
between 80,000 and 120,000 Polish 
women have to travel abroad to access 
safe abortions every year. This shows us 
that the war against abortion isn’t about 
protecting life – it is about denying 
women the healthcare that they need.

Europe therefore must condemn the 
restriction of women’s access to safe 
and legal abortion. No European citizen 
should be punished for their government’s 
failure to respect the founding principles 
of the European Union. We must protect 
our European democracy, our values and 
our citizens. 

50

“THE FUTURE OF 
REPRODUCTIVE 
HEALTH”

Presented by 
WG

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents, official student organiza-
tion of the European People’s Party 
(EPP): 

• Condemn the restriction of women’s 
access to safe and legal abortion. 

• Urge that European citizen should not 
be punished for their government’s 
failure to respect the founding 
principles of our Union, including 
reproductive rights. 

Therefore, the EDS calls upon 
member states of the EU to: 

• Ensure all women can decide over 
their own reproductive health, and 
guarantee the right to safe and legal 
abortion. 

• Reduction the unwanted pregnancies 
through successful pregnancy 
prevention strategies, this includes 
sex education, open discussions 
about sexuality in the mass media 
and education campaigns.

• Work to ensure that people have 
access to effective contraception. 
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Born and raised in Skopje, To-
dor is currently studying Philo-
sophy, International Studies and 
Economy at the Universita Ca’ 
Foscari Venezia. He has been ac-
tive in party politics since 2016, 
becoming a member of the exe-
cutive committee of the Youth 
Forces Union in 2018, where he 
still serves today. An active re-
presentative of the YFU in EDS 
since 2018, he is currently in 
his first year of serving as a co-
chair of the working group on 
the Conference of the future of 
Europe, where he hopes to make 
an impact on the process of EU 
enlargements.

Was born and raised at Polish 
seaside, in the city of solidari-
ty and freedom - Gdańsk. She 
has graduated International 
Economic Relations and in-
ternational Management, her 
passion for EU politics started 
right after. Agata is mainly fo-
cused on youths mental heal-
th, sustainable environment 
policies and strengthening 
regional cooperation. In SMD 
Poland, she is running inter-
national team of 18 members 
contributing to bilateral coo-
peration with sister organi-
zations in Europe. Outside of 
politics, Agata is passionate 
about water and winter sports 
with instructor license for 
windsurfing and skiing.

Is 24 years old with a BSC in 
Economics from the University 
of Leicester and an MA degree 
in International Political Eco-
nomy at King’s College Lon-
don. From 2018 onwards, she 
has been an active member of 
the student organization FPK 
PROTOPORIA in the United 
Kingdom’s branch where she has 
held the position of Vice-Presi-
dent. Upon joining EDS as a 
delegate, she became a Co-Chair 
of the PWG on Human Rights 
and is currently a Co-Chair of 
PWG of the Conference of the 
Future of Europe.  Currently 
she teaches Economics at a co-
llege in Cyprus and is working 
in the Risk Management field 
as a Financial Risk Consultant. 
In the meantime, she holds the 
position of Events Planner of 
the youth organisation of the 
Democratic Rally in Nicosia, 
Cyprus. She is especially interes-
ted in areas such as development 
and economics, academically, 
and is involved in charity orga-
nisations and empowering wo-
men through politics.

Todor KoneskiAgata Czyżewska

SMD, Poland

Katerina Kyriacou

FPK PROTOPORIA, Cyprus

Boundaries of mental well-being goes 
beyond age, gender, social status and pro-
venance. Mental disorders have an impor-
tant impact not only on individuals and 
their families, but on society as a whole, 
from both social and economic perspec-
tive. Mental health can be influenced by 
environmental, socio-economic and evo-
lutionary factors. Peer pressure, paren-
tal educational expectations, high-speed 
living dynamics, colorised role models 
presented in social media, all those fac-
tors already caused enormous stress on 
adolescents among Europe. 

Mental ill health remains the leading cause 
of disability in European Region, on avera-
ge 1 out of 4 people will experience a men-
tal health condition at some point in life, 
while about half of all problems will occur 
before the age of 14. Mental health prob-
lems on average reduces life expectancy 
on between 10 to 25 years and displays an 
economic burden of nearly 4% of the GDP 
in the European Union. Moreover men-
tal disorders can lead to intentional self-
harm, that is the second leading cause of 
death of young people (15-29 y.o.) in the 
European Union. 

COVID-19 pandemic conditions (like 
isolation, loss of income, insecurity and 
fear) additionally triggered mental health 
conditions or exacerbate existing ones. Ba-
sing on survey carried out in all European 
countries in November 2020, above 40% of 
those surveyed  reported that COVID-19 
has had a negative impact on the  state of 
their mental health while only below 5% 
said it had a positive impact. In addition, 
basing on WHO and Eurofound data col-
lected in spring 2020, summer 2020 and 
spring 2021, the risk of depression in the 
18-34 y.o. population has been always hig-

her across all age groups, peaking to 64% 
in spring 2021 wave of the pandemic. That 
means almost 2 out of 3 young adults in 
Europe are at risk of depression, while be-
fore the outbreak of the pandemic, the risk 
of depression in young people was about 
15%.

Having all the above mentioned data in 
mind, we have to remember that with 
adequate support, there is 100% possibi-
lity of recovery from mental ill health, me-
aning living with full control over own life. 
In order to ensure that, attention to mental 
well-being needs to be renewed, budgetary 
spendings for mental health should be 
increased to ensure accessible psycholo-
gical support. To make it possible, educa-
tion system for the professions of psycho-
logist and psychiatrist should be unified in 
the European Union and more visibility to 
mental health supporting and anti-stigma-
tisation campaigns should be given.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents (EDS), the official student or-
ganisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):

• Acknowledge the necessity to protect 
mental well-being of the population.

• Express importance of unifying 
education system and professional 
requirements or the professions of of 
psychologist and psychiatrist.

• Express appreciation towards rising 
level of mental health promoting and 
anti-stigmatisation campaigns. 

• Appreciate the decreasing level of 
stigmatisation mental illnesses in the 
population.

“RENEW 
ATTENTION TO 
THE MENTAL 
WELL-BEING”

Presented by 
PWG
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• Express concern about the rising 
number of mental disorders among 
adolescents.

• Express concern about the rising 
number of suicide attempts and suici-
des among adolescents.

Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon:

• European Union Institutions to renew 
attention to the mental well-being of 
the population through initiatives ai-
med at promoting the protection of 
mental health in all policies.

• European Commission and Mem-
ber States to increase the percentage 
of health budget allocated to mental 
health to 5%.

• European Commission to prepare 
unified, effective and encouraging 
education system and professional 
requirements for the professions of 
psychologist and psychiatrist.

• Member States to strongly promote 
mental health promotion and an-
ti-stigmatisation campaigns (ex. EU-
4HEALTH) among adolescents and 
encourage them to carry them out in 
schools, universities and neighbour-
hoods. 

• Member States health institutions to 
ensure equal, free and accessible psyc-
hological support in schools and uni-
versities all over European Union. 

• Member States education institutions 
to ensure cyclical class meetings with 
school psychologist and psycholo-
gist availability during parent-teacher 
meetings. 

In today’s globalized world, production 
and consumption levels are increasing 
day-by-day. According to European 
environmental and sustainability 
standards as well as the EU’s Green Deal 
arrangements, it is crucial for member 
states to adopt strategies that respect and 
incorporate these procedures in everyday 
economic activities. In many cases, EU 
countries recognize that climate change 
is a pressing issue that must be addressed 
but policymakers find it difficult to adopt 
strict regulations within the context of 
liberal democracy that places constraints 
on profit-maximizing enterprise without 
forcing costs of production to increase. 
Therefore, the question arises: What is the 
way forward towards formulating business 
and consumption models that protect the 
environment but at the same time do not 
burden the taxpayer or firms?

One of the main sectors that puts pressure 
on the environment is fashion sector, that 
is the second largest industrial polluter 
(after aviation) - accounts for up to 
10% of global pollution. Firstly, fabrics 
production, dyeing, bleaching and wet 
processing of garments requires the use of 
toxic, chemical substances that contains 
lead, mercury, arsenic – that not only 
pollute water and soil, but is also harmful 
to people. According to Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation, 60 percent of materials used 
by fashion industry are synthetic, plastic 
fibres – while they are being washed, 
those fibres break into micro plastics (in 
total they are the equivalent of 50 billion 
plastic bottles annually) that leaks into the 
oceans. 

Secondly, textile production uses around 
79 billion cubic meters of water annually. 
To make it more imaginable how water 

consuming the industry is, it takes 
approximately 2 720 litres of water to 
make one cotton T-shirt. It is as much as 
single person drinks over three years.

The above characteristic of the sector 
shows its impact on the environment. 
What makes it more extreme is that a 
study by CBI Europe, indicates that the 
average consumer buys 60% additional 
clothing items every year and keeps them 
for half the time compared to 15 years 
ago. Moreover, in the EU, waste from the 
fashion sector has doubled in amount in 
the last 20 years. Additionally, currently 
less than 1 percent of material used for 
clothes production is recycled into new 
clothing.

The waste generated, remains in landfill 
sites and the synthetic, plastic fibres 
take up to several hundreds of years 
until they decompose, releasing gases in 
the surrounding atmosphere, soil and 
water only to increase CO2 and methane 
emissions. Furthermore, the Circularity 
Gap Report5 provides evidence that if 
we continue operating under the current 
linear economy model, projections 
suggest that global temperature could 
rise up to 3 to 6 degrees by 2044. On the 
other hand, the report highlights that if we 
manage to shift operations with regards 
to circularity and double global circular 
activities, at some point in the future there 
is potential to reach insignificant amounts 
of emissions.
 
The circular economy concept aims to 
reduce waste levels by focusing on the 
premises of re-using, re-manufacturing 
and recycling. In line with this principle, 
it is important to incentivize retail firms 
in the textile industry towards improving 

“RE-THINKING 
EUROPEAN 
TEXTILE 
INDUSTRY 
BUSINESS AND 
CONSUMPTION 
MODELS: 
PROMOTING 
THE CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY”

Presented by 
PWG



5756

circularity as well as motivate consumers 
to increase environmental sensitivity. 
However, within an environment where 
economic agents act with sole purpose to 
profit-maximisation and improvement of 
private benefits, it is vital to offer policy 
incentives that protect environmental 
sustainability but benefit the business 
sector and the consumer himself. For 
example, this could happen if retail firms 
began to offer discounts to consumers who 
returned their old or unwanted clothes or 
products back to the store. These goods 
could then be remanufactured into other 
pieces and re-sold at a higher quality to 
consumers. Therefore, consumers would 
be motivated to return products instead 
of disposing them in order to use the 
coupons offered. 

With regards to the firms, revenue 
from sales could be boosted and cost-
effectiveness could improve given that 
initial costs of production would decrease 
since products collected by customers 
would be used for re-purposing and 
producing something new. Furthermore, 
environmental performance levels would 
improve since the rate of unwanted or old 
clothing or products ending up in landfills 
could be substantially reduced since these 
goods would now enter another cycle in 
the production sphere and this would 
lead to reduction of carbon emissions 
levels, saving water and electricity. Thus, 
combatting environmental degradation 
would become easier within a closed 
cycle of manufacturing and consuming, 
without putting heavy burdens and costs 
to firms or consumers as opposed to 
taxation measures. 

In addition, the fundamental economic 
problem of scarcity of resources would 

be addressed if wasteful procedures are 
targeted and eliminated, reducing costs, 
and increasing efficiency. This will in turn 
enable EU firms to focus on their profit-
maximisation goals and higher revenue 
retention which can be used towards more 
innovation, research and development 
and developing better quality products. 
Moreover, one must take into account that 
consumers are beginning to gain more 
environmental conscience therefore, 
firms that will incorporate circularity in 
their business models could strengthen 
their brand name when society recognises 
the compliance with environmental 
standards. A more renounced reputation 
is extremely significant towards a firm’s 
success nowadays, both in terms of 
attracting investors and securing clients 
and relieving competitive pressures.

Magnifying the lens to the consumer’s 
side, the benefit created is both direct and 
indirect. By bringing back their unwanted 
garments, they would be entitled to a 
price reduction to buy something else via 
the coupon they receive. Ultimately, this 
will also contribute to their ecological 
conscience, and this might incentivize 
incorporating waste-reduction in their 
daily lives. Moreover, this could increase 
the frequency of visits to the store in order 
to take advantage of the discount and buy 
more products. At the same time, clients 
aid the process of building a brand name of 
the firm being ‘environmentally-friendly’, 
which is becoming very important to all 
individuals as time goes by. 

In general, since landfill growth will 
decrease across the EU and the circular 
economy model will motivate even more 
production within closed cycles and 
eventually this will lead to decreasing 

rates of greenhouse gas emissions each 
year. This approach could help companies 
achieve lower emissions, thus decreasing 
their demand for emission permits. When 
this is achieved, focus can then be shifted 
to restoring the land in landfill sites which 
could then be used for more productive 
processes like plants used by firms for re-
cycling and re-manufacturing the fibre 
collected from clothes or repurposing any 
types of goods.

The way forward for EU firms to remain 
competitive but enhance environmental 
sustainability is to re-think their business 
models and formulate initiatives towards 
the circular economy. This way, consumer 
models could develop as well and 
maximum efficiency would be achieved, 
thus strengthening the EU’s position as 
a global production and sustainability 
leader in the international sphere.

We, the European Democrat Stu-
dents (EDS), the official student or-
ganisation of the European People’s 
Party (EPP):

• Acknowledge the necessity to reduce 
reliance and extraction of non-
renewable resources (water, soil).

• Express importance of introducing 
real measures in textile industry in 
order to enable industry transition 
towards more circular, sustainable 
and resource efficient production.

• Comprehend the impact that the 
linear economy model has on 
environmental degradation and 
persistent deterioration of the 
atmosphere. 

• Appreciate the rising amount of 
organic, eco-friendly and conscious 
textiles based clothes on the European 
market.

• Express appreciation towards rising 
level of environmental conscious 
textile producers and consumers. 

• Express concern about the textile 
industry level of waste and pollution.    

Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon 
European Union and the European 
Commission to:

• Promote the circular economy 
market systems as a viable alternative 
to increase economic and productive 
efficiencies whilst protecting 
environmental sustainability.

• Incentivize firms by offering them 
tax-reliefs, especially in the retail 
industry, to shift their business 
models towards closed systems 
that include initiatives with respect 
to recycling, reproducing, re-
manufacturing commodities and 
implementing green logistics (e.g., 
firms in the retail sector to offer 
discounts to consumers that bring 
back clothes for repurposing).

• Enhance informative and marketing 
campaigns directed both to 
consumers and EU-based firms that 
display the economic, societal and 
environmental benefits of recycling 
and reproducing goods.

• Encourage European Union based 
textile companies to shift their 
production and recycling processes 
to European countries in order to 
reduce carbon footprint.
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CONFERENCE 
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Location:
Council Meeting Krakow

Date:
19th - 22nd 

May 2022

European Solidarity and the New 

Marshall Plan for Ukraine

Since the beginning of Vladimir Putin’s 
invasion of Ukraine, the Russian army has 
been wreaking indiscriminate destruction 
and havoc upon our fellow European 
state. Ukraine is currently winning and 
will win the war. Though, similarly to 
how the Marshall plan was an essential 
initiative in rebuilding Europe after the 
devastation of the second World War, 
Ukraine will require European support in 
rebuilding when the war ends. Since the 
invasion began the Ukrainian economy 
has experienced massive collapse and a 
GDP contraction somewhere in between 
thirty and fifty percent. Warfare disrupted 
all life and economic activity whilst many 
working citizens have joined volunteer 
networks and combat forces to resist the 
invaders. Meanwhile businesses, whilst 
trying to export high value added goods 
through land routes towards Europe, are 
blocked out from Black Sea ports essential 
for bulk exports such as grain. Thus, the 
economy will take time and aid to recover, 
and the European Union must begin 
planning how it will be supporting the 
post-war Ukraine.

Estimating the total damages at this point 
in time is incredibly difficult though 
estimates put the figure at roughly $500 
billion and even upwards. For context, 
the US, through the Marshall plan, 
contributed aid worth 2% of its GDP at the 
time, which in current level of economy 
would amount to roughly $450 billion. 
Reconstructions of Afghanistan and Iraq, 

both of which had roughly half of the 
population of Ukraine, respectively cost 
the United States $145 and $220 billion. 
Meanwhile, the reunification of Germany, 
while not a conflict, though a feat that 
required upgrading infrastructure and 
rebuilding the economy of East Germany, 
cost roughly two trillion euros. Similarly, 
even the Poland’s accession to the EU, 
a state with a similar population to 
Ukraine, has provided the state with 160 
billion euros and has been referred to by 
some as a Marshall plan for Poland. Thus 
undeniably, reconstruction of Ukraine will 
require massive effort and aid.

The European Union and its allies have 
already shown incredible support and 
dedication to the Ukrainian cause.  The 
first phase of reconstruction, the rapid 
emergency response covering most 
basic needs, has provided Ukrainians 
both fighting and seeking refuge with 
humanitarian aid, food, medicine, and 
other support. Meanwhile, more and 
more governments are pledging military 
equipment which will greatly contribute 
to Ukrainian resistance. Furthermore, 
governments and private donors must 
continue contributing support through 
NGOs and fundraisers. The need for 
fundamental humanitarian aid, food 
and agricultural support, restoration of 
security and basic economic activity will 
have to continue for months ahead.

The next important phase of reconstruction 
will be the rapid restoration of critical 
infrastructure and services. This aid must 
contain conditionality to ensure efficiency 
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and good governance principles. Some 
of the key initial restoration projects 
will have to include essential ports, 
railroads, highways, housing and utilise 
complementarities between infrastructure 
and key industrial sectors. The EU has 
already paid out grants and prepared 
sizeable macro financial assistance 
packages whilst the United States has 
recently pledged $40 billion in various 
forms of aid. Western economies ought to 
also cover the short-term liquidity needs 
of the Ukrainian government which 
is currently running a budget deficit 
of roughly 5 billion euros per month. 
Not filling out this financial gap might 
put all further reconstruction efforts in 
jeopardy. The government must be able 
to provide essential services, pay salaries 
and pensions while also avoiding total 
financial collapse due to a potential need 
to resort to the printing presses resulting 
in hyper-inflation.  

Lastly, the final phase of the Marshall plan 
for Ukraine will have to lay foundations 
for future growth and modernisation. 
Though in doing so we must not rebuild 
the Ukraine of the February 23rd but 
rather a modern and forward-looking 
Ukraine. This also includes the necessity 
of interconnecting the Marshall plan with 
Ukrainian accession to the European 
Union and envisioning a tangible 
membership. This parallel integration 
with EU accession will ensure that post-
war Ukraine will rebuild in line with good 
governance principles, with conditionality 
eliminating corruption, with alignment 
to the EU Green deal, with technological 

and digital improvements and greater 
economic efficiency. Furthermore, 
integration with the European single 
market will provide both European and 
Ukrainian investors with confidence. 
Meanwhile an economically strong 
Ukraine will be more able to afford future 
reconstruction efforts. 

With the immense cost of the new Marshall 
plan, a broad coalition of contributors 
will be required. Naturally bilateral aid 
provided by state governments will 
be essential. For instance, European 
states may invest in specific industries 
modernising them, providing knowledge 
and technology spillovers as well acquiring 
skin in the game ensuring accountability 
and commitment. Additionally, another 
source of funds will be multilateral support 
through international organisations 
such as the World Bank, International 
Monetary Fund, the EU etc. Naturally, 
considering the weakened economy 
of Ukraine, as much of the Marshall 
plan as possible ought to be provided 
through grants. Nonetheless, loans may 
be unavoidable, thus hyper concessional, 
below market price financing may be 
an effective alternative. The display of 
solidarity of 43 states in the Ramstein 
military base must also be expanded and 
Europe must employ its diplomatic tools 
to build a coalition with other 98 states 
from around the globe that supported the 
UN Resolution calling for withdrawal of 
Russian troops. 

Thus, Brussels has a central role to play in 
the reconstruction of Ukraine. So much 

so, that the Marshall plan for Ukraine 
may indeed become the Brussels plan. 
The institution of the Brussels plan will 
require flexibility, accountability as well 
as wide support, similarly to how the 
Marshall plan functioned and why it 
was so successful. Given the multitude 
of aid sources, close coordination and 
central management will be required to 
maximise fund use efficiency and speed. 
Naturally, Ukraine will be the central 
author of the Brussels plan, as aid must 
be consistent with Ukrainian interests, 
utilise the spontaneous high-capacity 
civil Ukrainian networks that formed, 
reflect on their knowledge, experience, 
and ensure that Ukraine will be able to 
sustain reconstruction even after the aid is 
withdrawn. After all, victory for Ukraine 
is a victory for all democracies, and 
especially the European Union.

We, the European Democrat Stu-

dents (EDS), the official student or-

ganisation of the European People’s 

Party (EPP):

• Deplore the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine and all the damages it has 
caused to the Ukrainian state.

• Recognise the significance aid 
provided through the Marshall plan 
had in rebuilding Europe after the 
second World War.

• Regret the immense disruption of 
Ukrainian economic activity and 
trade.
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• Appreciate all states that accepted 
Ukrainian refugees, provided 
humanitarian aid and supplied 
military equipment.

• Highlight the immense costs of long 
term reconstruction of Ukraine and 
the even greater costs of inaction.

• Understand the great complexity 
in developing, administering and 
managing the Brussels plan for 
Ukraine.

• Recognise the importance of 
developing short, medium and long 
term strategies for reconstruction of 
Ukraine.

• Congratulate the broad coalition that 
showed international solidarity in 
Ramstein base meeting.

• Underline the cornerstone role of 
Ukraine in developing the Brussels 
plan.

• Recognise the immense sacrifices 
made by the Ukrainian people in 
their fight for democracy.

Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon:

• European Union, its member states 
and allies to commence development 
of a Brussels plan for reconstructing 
Ukraine.

• European Union, its member states 
and allies to continue supporting 

Ukrainians seeking refuge from 
war and providing rapid essential 
humanitarian aid to Ukraine.

• European Union, its member states 
and allies to provide Ukraine with 
short-term liquid support necessary 
to plug the budget of Ukraine.

• European Union, its member 
states and allies to assist Ukraine in 
immediate post-war rebuilding of 
infrastructure necessary for basic 
economic activities.

• European Union, its member states 
and allies to ensure the necessary 
long-term funding of Brussels plan 
in line with EU and Ukraine policies 
priorities.

• European Union to accelerate the 
accession Ukraine into the European 
Union through the Brussels plan.

• European Union to encourage more 
states around the globe to join the 
coalition of states contributing with 
active support for Ukraine.
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CONFERENCE 
RESOLUTION 

Location:
Winter University Sofia

Date:
24-27th March 2022

Protecting rules and democratic 

values based global order

Western democracies are witnessing 
numerous changes in society and 
state which raise concern about the 
sustainability of the current role of state 
and its capacity to protect its citizens in 
the long term. Authoritarian regimes 
have long been attempting to exert 
their influence through sharp power 
and economic coercion, increasingly 
raising security concerns. Cyberspace, 
being not limited to territory and largely 
unregulated by the government, is often 
exploited by authoritarian regimes aiming 
to destabilise democracies. So, are we still 
able to guarantee the safety of our citizens 
and the longevity of the democratic rules 
based global order?

In traditional terms we think of a state 
as population and territory, in which the 
government of said state has sovereignty 
to make decisions for the population. 
Thus, the society has a contract with the 
state giving it authority. As the population 
gives away certain rights and freedoms to 
the state, the state in return guarantees 
safety and defence among other services. 

Though, the rise in the prominence of 
cyberspace distorts this status quo. The 
state does not have the same role and 
authority to take actions in it, meaning it 
cannot guarantee the safety of its citizens. 
Cyberspace is largely unregulated and is 
not tied to physical boundaries such as 
territory as well as allows anonymity in 
your actions. For instance, a cyberattack 

or disinformation may cause significant 
damage to the population of a state, 
though the state itself may not be able 
to neither prevent it, nor punish the 
perpetrator. Arguably, the owners of 
such spaces, large technology companies, 
are much more influential in this space 
than the state. These dynamics raise the 
question how states can ensure the safety 
of their citizens.

For the first time in history, we have 
a novel and parallel space, thus it is 
difficult to predict what effects it will 
have in the long term, though we can 
already observe radical changes that have 
occurred past couple of decades. So far 
it has had an immense impact on society 
and politics through which it also affects 
the state. Examples such as the prominent 
Cambridge Analytica scandal of 2018 shed 
light on how business and political actors 
may use data to influence people and their 
decisions. Additionally, many are familiar 
with the hybrid warfare pedigree of the 
Kremlin propaganda and disinformation 
machine. Though when our political 
decision options become limited, or our 
choices are unknowingly manipulated 
towards a certain decision, it infringes 
on our freedoms, especially of choice and 
determination. Unfortunately, a number 
of democratic states have been affected by 
this.

Naturally, states may build resilience in 
their systems or even disconnect from 
the internet which totally inhibits the 
negative influence of cyberspace. Though 
only autocracies, being closed systems, 
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can achieve this relative immunity. For 
instance, Vladimir Putin, Xi Jinping and 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan  have done so with 
relative success, by limiting access to the 
internet and subjecting the populations 
of their respective states to propaganda 
supporting their regimes. Russia has 
been increasingly reducing access to 
western social media, and most media 
is under the control of the Kremlin. 
In China, this control is even more 
extreme and widespread. In addition, the 
Turkish government has been censoring 
citizens access to social media and 
blocking access to information regarding 
important issues. The outcome of this 
has worrying implications. For instance, 
despite glimpses of hope that protests in 
major Russian cities provide, over the last 
decade the majority of the opposition, 
both political and media actors, have been 
either jailed, murdered or are in exile.

Meanwhile democracies cannot 
disconnect their populations from the 
internet or otherwise greatly limit access. 
Thus openness, to which democratic states 
are subject to, also creates a vulnerability 
to hybrid attacks and influence or to even 
fringe elements of society which exploit 
this space to spread disinformation and 
sow doubt in democracy. Autocracies can 
disregard freedom of speech, press, self-
expression and eliminate such threats. 
Thus, freedom and security become to an 
extent mutually exclusive.

To protect our democracies from harmful 
externalities arising from shifts affecting 
the social contract, governments must 

adequately regulate cyberspace or 
potentially risk the fall of democracy. The 
European Commission’s digital agenda 
aiming to strengthen Europe’s digital 
sovereignty has been a much-welcomed 
step in this regard. Though it has generally 
only focused on personal data protection 
rather than disinformation protection. 
Thus, further cooperation with businesses 
owning social media spaces and 
independent researchers will be required 
to design effective legal regulation. 

When it comes to states and their influence 
outside their own borders it often refers 
to soft power capabilities which work 
through appeal and attraction. Though, 
increasingly sharp power becomes 
much more relevant when determining 
international influence and power of 
authoritarian states. Sharp power is a 
destructive element of international 
politics used to affect and damage open 
and vulnerable political systems in 
democracies. 

Authoritarian powers, such as Russia 
or China have emerged as powerful 
transnational forces capable of influencing 
open and free democratic societies. 
Throughout the last two decades European 
digital media space has witnessed a flood 
of Russian disinformation. Moreover, 
China has invested massively into its 
media outlets which now have significant 
global presence. European universities 
and think-tanks increasingly rely on 
cooperation and financing from illiberal 
actors leading to self-censorship and even 
modifications in course materials. This 

also includes the widespread influence of 
Confucius institutes.

To add to that, autocracies and 
democracies are worryingly tethered by 
deep economic relations. Dependency on 
disruptive and authoritarian states can be 
extremely dangerous long term and be 
significant sources of foreign influence. 
For instance, China has been using the 
gravitational force of their economy to 
establish itself as a key trading partner of 
numerous economies around the globe, 
including the European Single Market. 

These relations make democratic leaders 
reluctant to openly confront authoritarian 
regimes as that would cause economic 
retaliations and disrupt massive supply 
chains and trade with China. Furthermore, 
the business community in European 
capitals has increasingly become an 
unlikely, yet very important ally to the 
PRC. Chinese diplomats do not weigh 
in on trade debates in parliaments across 
Europe but have business representatives 
calling for unrestricted commerce in 
hopes to protect their economic interests.
Thus, the capacity of democracies to 
withstand economic coercion is a prime 
security priority for the long term. The 
EU has incredible capacity to develop 
sophisticated instruments and policies 
regarding trade, such as the recently 
proposed instruments aiming to counter 
economic coercion. But wider solidarity, 
cooperation and economic intelligence 
sharing that would also include EU allies 
and businesses alike is required. China 
is eager to dominate, not cooperate 
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and many states are facing significant 
economic and financial pressures due to 
weaponized supply chains and limited 
access to manufacturing resources. After 
all, the Covid-19 pandemic has already 
shown how vulnerable, yet strategically 
important European supply chains are, 
for instance in the pharmaceutical sector. 

To add to that, decoupling our economies 
from autocracies is necessary for reducing 
the strength of economic coercion and 
sharp power in the long term. Western 
economies have been constructed on the 
basis of global supply and manufacturing 
chains, which have enabled great amounts 
of growth and wealth. Decoupling from 
authoritarian regimes will be costly, 
though very important as a matter of 
defence and resilience. 

States like China are eager to dominate 
and not cooperate. The PRC has 
been relatively immune to traditional 
responses and persuasion deriving from 
international rules-based order like the 
numerous World Trade Organisation 
cases unsuccessfully brought against 
them. Similarly, fossil-fuel import from 
Russia must also cease soon. Thus, 
diversification as well as other decoupling 
methods ought to take centrepiece in the 
long term. 

Additionally, further political, and 
diplomatic tools should be developed 
to answer other dimensions at play. For 
China, the economy, while being very 
significant, is not the most important 
priority. The PRC has long prioritised 

regime stability and standing in the global 
order. Thus, the advanced economic 
and trade instruments that the EU may 
employ, should be complemented with 
political and diplomatic measures.

These trends have been further fuelled by 
shifts in global balance of power.  Rising 
superpowers have a desire to expand 
and deepen their influence as well as 
set out new rules and norms. This can 
be observed in the activities of China 
using sharp power to bolster its influence 
on a global scale. On the other hand, 
weakening superpowers like Russia may 
commit to increasingly radical and bold 
actions such as open military conflict. 
To add to that, authoritarian regimes 
have kept uniting and building support 
ties. Diplomatic, political, and economic 
support from China enables Russia to 
engage in such conflict. 

Russia in an attempt to demolish the 
modern security architecture in Europe 
has long been engaging in hybrid warfare. 
Though only the tragic invasion of a fellow 
European state on the 24th of February 
brought down the illusion of peace. Russia 
blatantly attacked not just Ukraine but also 
democracy, freedom, and international 
law and has been constructively doing 
so for many years by exerting their sharp 
power in the European Union and beyond. 

We must also realise, that to some extent, 
not only China but we, the European 
Union, have also enabled Russia, by 
having commerce and not democratic 
values be the guiding principle of our 

international policy. Though the response 
and sanctions of the EU and its allies 
based on nothing, but democracy and 
freedom have been extremely strong and 
must continue in the years ahead as only 
long-term unwavering sanctions and 
decoupling will be truly effective.

The solidarity displayed by the civil 
society has been incredibly important 
in the EU’s response. After all, an active 
non-governmental sector is one of 
the key competitive advantages that 
democracies possess. This includes NGOs 
providing tangible support to Ukrainians, 
investigative journalists exposing Chinese 
and Russian influence in our capitals, 
youth showing solidarity both in the 
streets and cyberspace. Though further 
resilience is required as the strength 
of threats that autocracies raise, highly 
depend on our division. Without this 
resilience, especially in cyberspace, we 
will continue to see more anti-vaccination, 
yellow vest, eurosceptic and other similar 
protests in the future. 

After the Cold War ended the creation 
of rules and democratic values based 
global order may have been announced 
prematurely. Undoubtedly, authoritarian 
regimes like the Russian Federation and 
People’s Republic of China raise very 
real threats and Western democracies 
must decisively commit to a new policy 
direction in order to answer them. The 
Russian invasion of Ukraine has been a 
wakeup call for a number of European 
states and our allies across the globe. If we 
are to enjoy the prosperity that the rules 

based global order and democracy has 
brought us, we are also to protect it from 
authoritarian powers through building 
resilience in the cyberspace, trade, and 
politics.

We, the European Democrat Stu-

dents (EDS), the official student or-

ganisation of the European People’s 

Party (EPP): 

• Recognise the threat European 
security architecture faces from the 
Russian Federation.

• Keep in mind the threat People’s 
Republic on China imposes on fair 
trade and democratic values across 
the globe.

• Strongly condemn the efforts of 
authoritarian regimes to silence 
the opposition through unjustified 
arrests and murder.

• Express solidarity with the Ukrainian 
nation in their stout defence of their 
state and democratic values.

• In the strongest way possible 
denounce the Russian Federation and 
Vladimir Putin for their invasion of 
another European state.

• Express concern over how 
authoritarian regimes exploit the 
cyberspace and disinformation to 
advance their influence.

• Bear in mind the lack of legal 

regulation targeting the spread of 
disinformation across the European 
Union.

• Welcome the efforts of the European 
Commission to make digitalisation 
and safe cyberspace one of the top 
priorities.

• Express concern over the 
independence of European 
universities and media from malign 
foreign actors.

• Regret the deep economic and trade 
ties between European economies 
and authoritarian states.

• Further note that decoupling from 
authoritarian economies is of great 
importance to security.

Therefore, we, the EDS, call upon:

• The European member states to 
further diversify their import and 
export markets, especially in terms 
of strategic resources like fossil fuels, 
to limit the influence authoritarian 
governments have through economic 
means.

• European businesses to greatly reduce 
their dependency on authoritarian 
economies.

• Western democracies to advance 
economic intelligence sharing and 
cooperation in face of economic 
coercion by authoritarian states.

• The EU Council, High Representative 
and member states to ensure that 
economic and trade instruments 
are complemented with decisive 
political and diplomatic measures 
such as limiting political influence of 
authoritarian governments outside 
the EU.

• The EU Commission and member 
states to develop legal regulations 
and frameworks concerning 
disinformation, effective sanctions 
on internet technology and social 
media companies were they not to 
adhere to such regulations.

• The EU Commission and member 
states to increase political and 
financial support to European 
universities in order to ensure their 
independence from malign foreign 
actors.

• Western democracies to uphold 
solidarity and utmost cooperation 
in resisting pressures on democracy 
from authoritarian governments.
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EDS SUMMER
UNIVERSITY 
2021

Location:
St Julian, Malta

Date:
14th-19th July

After two years of pandemics, EDS 
organised its first in person meeting in St. 
Julian, Malta. The Summer University was 
attended by more than 40 delegates from 
our member organisations. Thanks to the 
Hybrid set-up, the Secretariat gave the 
opportunity to follow the events from 30 
different European Countries.

EDS organised this event in cooperation 
with our member organisations from 
Malta,

“Studenti Demokristjani Maltin” (SDM).

Covid has not only affected the ordinary 
continuation of our lives, but has 
influenced society,

markets, culture and politics. It has been 
important for us, the European Democrat 
Students, to discuss different ideas and 
foresee common solutions for the future of 
European youth and students. Alongside 
the Council meeting our members met 
the Leader of the opposition Bernard 
Grech, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Malta andthe Minister for Gozo Island 
who addressed the Council on the future 
of international cooperation.

Also former EDS Secretary general 
Tomasz Kaniecki, former head of German 
delegation Helen Kerner and the leader of 
PN youth Joseph Grech took part in the 
Alumni panel and helped our member in 
understating the importance of european 
youth representation both from political 
and personal perspective. Finally, a very 
interesting conference on the Geopolitics 

of the Mediterranean has been organised 
together with the De Gasperi Foundation. 
During the Council meeting a new EDS 
Bureau led by newly elected Chairman  
Beppe Galea and Secretary General Ivan 
Botoucharov  was voted.  Furthermore, the 
Bureau also held its first Bureau Meeting 
of the working year 2021/2022. By order 
of their election results, the new EDS Vice-
Chairwomen and Vice-Chairmen elected 
in the first round were:

• Ramon Riera
• Dora Hidas
• Edvardas Lukosius
• Iakovos Iakovou
• Rayno Stoyanov
• Rodolfo Biancheri
• Kristjan Uhtid
• Eleni Koufali

68 69



7170

EDS SKILLS
TRAINING 2021

Location:
San Marino

Date:
22-24 September

Over the past years, the official debating 
magazine of the European Democrat 
Students – BullsEye – has gone from 
strength to strength in providing a potent 
forum for centre-right students, politicians 
and figures from politics, academia, 
economy and society. To this end, the EDS 
Bureau invited the BullsEye Editorial Team 
to join them in San Marino, for a Skills 
Training alongside with the Co-Chairs of 
the Working Group and the Social Media 
Team. The programme, was divided 
into three parts: first, participants were 
offered an insight into the work of several 
representatives of the Republic of San 
Marino within international organisations 
such as the Council of Europe. On the 23rd, 
both Co Chairs and BullsEye Editors had 
the opportunity to follow two dedicated 
workshops: “How to write a good policy 
document”, “How to write an article”.

The Co-chairs were trained on all aspects 
of their work: from identifying policies 
to turning their ideas into motions and 
leading the working groups. They learnt to 
recognise relevant topics and stakeholders, 
and had a brainstorming session on ideas for 
motions. The Co-Chairs practised leading 
the working groups in a roleplay workshop 
and received tools to write background 
papers and motions as well as individual 
feedback. They also had a session with EPP 
International Secretary Patrik Voeller.

The editors also underwent a series of 
training sessions designed to improve 
their skills and equip them with useful 
knowledge for the tasks ahead

Furthermore, the Bureau also held its 
second Bureau Meeting of the working year 
2021/2022.
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A HISTORIC 
EDS WINTER 
UNIVERSITY

Location:
Sofia, Bulgaria

Date:
24-27 March

Our annual Winter University which 
was held in Sofia, Bulgaria from 24 to 27 
March and hosted by the Federation of 
Independent Student Societies (FISS Bul-
garia). As the official student organisation 
of the European People’s Party (EPP) we 
were thrilled to host an event on the topic 
of “Prospects for European youth: cen-
tre-right unity for a secure and prosperous 
future.”

The conference was attended by over 
50 participants from more than 30 EDS 
member organisations, who passed many 
motions and statutory amendments. The 
event was opened by Patrick Voller – Se-
cretary for International Relations of the 
EPP, Dirk Hazell – Leader of the UK EPP 
and Vice-President of the Conservative 
European Forum and Rumen Hristov, Pre-
sident of the Union of Democratic Forces.

On March 24 the event began with an on-
line session in which the keynote speaker 
was Massimo Ugolini – Acting Minister of 
Justice and Family Affairs of the Republic 
of San Marino. In addition, speakers inclu-
ded Alvaro de la Cruz – Communications 
and New Media officer at the Wilfried 
Martens Centre for European Studies as 
well as Vassilis Kessidis – former EDS Vi-
ce-Chair, and it was moderated by Rodolfo 
Biancheri – EDS Vice-Chair.

On March 25, the conference began with 
working groups and discussions on the 
Action Plan in Support of Ukraine, where 
a resolution was finalised, and later una-
nimously adopted, calling for an increase 
of financial and political support for Ukra-
ine, including for the refugees from the 
war. The resolution also called for streng-
thening restrictions on Russia by comple-
tely excluding it from the SWIFT system 
and minimising Russian gas supplies to 
Europe.

Especially for the EDS Winter Universi-
ty and with a 30-hour bus journey from 
Ukraine, we welcomed Dinara Habibulae-
va – Municipal Councilor in Kyiv, Presi-
dent of Solidarna Molod and coordinator 

of humanitarian aid and provisions, as 
well as Iryna Shatohina – Secretary Gene-
ral of Solidarna Molod. They shared with 
the EDS conference first-hand views about 
the unfolding events and what help Ukrai-
ne needs most at the present time.

Numerous meetings were organised for 
them and financial and material donations 
were collected, which are already on the 
way to Ukraine, where Dinara and Iryna 
immediately returned after the conferen-
ce. The arranged meetings included:

• The Head of GERB (Bulgaria’s largest 
political party), Boyko Borissov.

• The Head of the City Council of Sofia, 
Georgi Valentinov Georgiev – which 
included a discussion on support for 
refugees in the city.

• Meeting with the Quaestor of the Eu-
ropean Parliament – Andrey Kovat-
chev MEP.

• Meeting with the erstwhile Bulgarian 
President Rosen Plevneliev (2012-
17) – who was “Man of the Year” in 
Ukraine in 2016 – as he was the first 
to call for EU sanctions on Russian 
oligarchs.

After all the organised meetings and dona-
tions, the conference attendees described 
their stay in Sofia as the most emotional 
days in the history of EDS.

It was especially inspiring to hear from Pa-
trick Voller that “The EPP is proud of you 
and looks up to you”.

We are honoured with the high-profi-
le participations – especially that of our 
Ukrainian friends, and we are thrilled with 
the enormous political as well as practical 
support gathered for Ukraine.

Thanks to the achievements of the event, 
it was covered widely in Bulgaria’s largest 
national media and in all national media 
agencies.
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EUROPEAN 
SOLIDARITY 
IN TIMES OF 
CRISIS

Location:
Krakow and Przemyśl

Date:
19-22 May

European Democrat Students held a unique 
Council Meeting and Study Mission in 
Krakow and Przemyśl, 19-22 May, hosted 
by SMD Poland and supported by KAS, 
TikTok and Alliance4Europe.

This was possibly the most emotional event 
we’ve had, visiting the border of a country 
at war, which has been mercilessly attacked 
by Putin’s regime.

EDS delegates witnessed the bravery and 
dignity of Ukrainian refugees – at this stage 
many more returning to Ukraine than 
leaving, despite the ongoing war. As well 
as the solidarity of the Polish people, the 
European community and the volunteers 
from all over the world.

The Study Mission to the Ukraine border 
included a visit to the key reception point 
where over 2 million people have walked 
through in the past couple of months.

The EDS delegation also visited the city 
of Przemyśl, a small town, but huge in 
heart, hosting refugees, support points 
and volunteers – an icon of freedom and 
solidarity.

We also visited the Ukrainian House 
Narodnyj Dim – Dom Ukraiński, which 
for the first time serves as a home for 
hundreds of displaced people and a centre 
for collecting donations and supplies.

The EDS event was also the culmination of 
the European tour for Solidarna Molod (SM 
Ukraine) who collected donations which 
were immediately taken into Ukraine at the 
conclusion of the event by their members.

During the Council Meeting we also 
discussed and adopted a conference 

resolution and motions submitted by the 
working groups, several of which were 
focusing on supporting Ukraine. We also 
presented the EDS Financial Report and 
updates to the EDS Budget, which were all 
unanimously adopted.

There were also several high-level sessions 
with senior speakers who came to Krakow 
for our event, including: Aleksandra 
Gajewska and Marek Rzasa – Members 
of Parliament (Civic Platform); Maia 
Mazurkiewicz (Alliance4Europe); Jan 
Olbrycht, Member of European Parliament; 
Jakub Oleg from TikTok Poland, and 
Katarzyna Król – representative of World 
Central Kitchen, which has been doing 
outstanding work to provide quality food 
for refugees.

The Council Meeting, Speaker Sessions and 
Study Mission, and the strong feelings of 
empathy, solidarity and support with our 
fellow Europeans at this historic moment, 
will remain as a life-long memory for the 
EDS delegation and will drive us forward 
to continue supporting Ukrainians and all 
those in need of solidarity.

Many thanks to SMD Poland, KAS, TikTok 
and Alliance4Europe for all their support.

Follow our work and activities via our 
social accounts on Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter.
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THE 
STRONGEST 
EDS PRESENCE 
AT EPP 
CONGRESS

Location:

Date:

EDS took part in the EPP Congress with a 
large, active and committed delegation which 
brought energy, enthusiasm and new ideas to 
the event. The strong presence of so many 
young people from EDS was noticed by 
delegates and guests, received great feedback 
and uplifted the spirit of the event.

The programme started with the EPP Political 
Assembly on 30 May, where Chairman Beppe 
Galea spoke on behalf of EDS and presented 
our activities over the past 6 months. 
Chairman Galea also discussed our extensive 
support for Ukraine and introduced Iryna 
Shatohina who presented the latest situation 
in the country and praised EDS’s ongoing 
support.

The Assembly was followed by a dinner 
hosted by Christian Democratic Appeal 
(CDA), which featured Dutch musical 
performances and modern dance. The 
dinner and drinks reception gave EDS 
delegates opportunities to network with EPP 
leaders in a more informal setting.

On the 1st of June the delegation checked 
in to the Congress at Rotterdam Ahoy 
(which hosted Eurovision last year). The 
programme started with an event on the 
Western Balkans hosted by the Robert 
Schuman Institute where Secretary General 
Ivan Botoucharov spoke about the current 
situation, perspectives for the region and the 
importance of coordinated action between 
Western countries to counter the challenge of 
Russian and Chinese influence in the region.

EDS also hosted our own dedicated event 
which was prominently featured in the 
EPP programme. The event was opened by 
Chairman Beppe Galea who introduced our 
organisation, our proud history, our strong 
unity and our ambitions for the future. 
During the event participants heard from 
high-profile speakers including Antonio 
Lopez-Isturiz, Sir David Lidington (Deputy 
Prime Minster of the UK, 2016-19), Daniel 
Mitov MP (Bulgarian Foreign Minister 
2014-17), and Stephen Hammond MP (UK 
Minister for Health 2018-19).

The Plenary session of the EPP Congress 
started in the afternoon with an opening 
speech by the CDA and by Donald Tusk.

We were honoured that Chairman Beppe 
Galea gave a powerful speech which received 
several ovations. In his rousing words 
Chairman Galea spoke about the importance 
of our family, which needs to stand united 
to make the most of the green and digital 
transformations, while at the same time 
tackling the challenges of the economic crisis 
and ongoing war. Chairman Galea also spoke 
about the vision, values and capabilities of 
the young generation to meet the challenges 
ahead and ensure stability, dignity and 
opportunities for all. His moving speech 
finished with these inspiring words: “My dear 
friends, the youth are tired of being defined 
as the “future leaders”. These last few years 
have been trying for young people. We saw 
our dreams shattered by the economic crisis, 
the virus, and now by the war. Yet, we will 
never surrender, we will never stop fighting 
for our values and we will prevail, because, 
my dear friends, WE are the EPP students.” 
Please see a video of the speech here.

During the afternoon and the morning 
of the next day EDS delegates voted in 
the elections for EPP President, Secretary 
General, Vice-Presidents and Treasurer. We 
would like to send our heartfelt gratitude to 
the outgoing leadership, as well as our warm 
congratulations to the new leadership team.

The EDS delegation also held talks with all 
EPP leaders including President Manfred 
Weber, European Parliament President 
Robert Metsola (who was Secretary General 
of EDS 2002-3), European Commission 
President Ursula Von Der Leyen, EPP 
Vice-President Esther de Lange MEP and 
Commissioner Mariya Gabriel, among many 
others.

We look forward to bringing new energy and 
ideas from our united and increasingly strong 
and active EDS Family and to present a new 
generation to the EPP so that we can take the 
centre-right into a prosperous future.
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BullsEye Team

Dimitrije Milić (24) is a Serbian citizen and 
political commentator for Serban media 
since 2017 on topics of political situation in 
EU member countries. He has a Bachelor in 
International Relations from the University 
of Belgrade and is currently pursuing MA in 
European politics at the same University.

Chrysa K. Kazakou is a Greek citizen 
and an EU-qualifi  ed lawyer with a B.A. 
in Law and an M.A. in International 
Legal Studies. She is a DAP NDFK and 
ONNED Board Member of International 
Secretariat.

Charlie Crumpton, is from England, United 
Kingdom and graduated with a Masters in 
Political Communication. He has worked 
in British politics for the last two years and 
is particularly interested in objectivism and 
personal responsibility as political philosophies.

Maciej Kowalczyk (24) Member of 
SMD Poland. He graduated with MSc in 
Public Ad-ministration (Economics and 
Governance) and BA in European Politics. 
A big fan of the EU and rock climbing.

Anna Vorderwinkler (23) is currently 
pursuing a dual degree in law and economics 
at the University of Vienna. She is particularly 
interested in medical law and works part time in 
a law fi  rm specializing on civil matters.In 2019 
she joined AktionsGemeins-chaft   and served 
2 years as pre-sident of the student’s curia at 
her home university. Now she is active in the 
international committee, as well as local politics.

Håvard Rørtveit (22) is a Norwe-gian 
youth politi-cian. He is active in the 
Norwegian Conservative Students and has 
since 2019 been an elected representative 
in a local municipal council. He is currently 
pursuing a Bachelor in Economics as well 
as a Bachelor in Comparative politics, both 
at the University of Bergen.

Victoria Olari is a Moldovan and Romanian 
citizen and has been an active member in 
EDS since 2014. With a Bachelor’s degree 
in Economics and a Master’s degree in Tax 
Law, Victoria has professional experiences 
in the public, private and non-governmental 
sectors. She currently works as a project 
manager in confl ict settlement and inter-ethnic 
consolidation at the Institute for Strategic 
Initiatives.

Benji Mazin is a Spanish citi-zen and member 
of Nuevas Gene-raciones’ Interna-tional 
Team. He has a Public Policy Bachelor from 
the University of Michigan, comple-ting part 
of his studies in Sciences Po Paris. He has also 
undertaken post-graduate studies at the Com-
plutense University’s School of Go-vernment in 
Madrid. He is currently working for the Partido 
Popular in Spain.

Damjan Konjanovski is a Macedonian citizen 
and an ac-tive member of the Youth Forces 
Union of VMRO-DPM-NE. He is a Faculty of 
Computer Science student at the University 
of St. Cyril and Methodius, Skopje. In 2020 he 
was elected as the student coordinator of the 
YFU in the capital Skopje. His primary focus is 
oriented towards the Western Balkans and EU 
integration policy.
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Full members

Couple of days before EDS Simmer University 21 in Malta 
the second elections for the year took place in Bulgaria, 
FISS members took active role in observing the electoral 
process and also we ware campaigning and supporting EPP 
Coalition  in which UDF is still a member. We had to repeat 
the process in November for the third elections last year. 

Aft er third elections FISS started with the organization of 
EDS Winter University which was planned to take place in 
Sofi a, Bulgaria and FISS Annual Meeting.  Th e process of 
organizing Winter University was very intense due to couple 
of lockdowns and the insecurity around COVID. A month 
before the event Russia invaded Ukraine and we had to 
refocus the whole event on that topic. However we managed 
to organize everything and hosted more than 50 people 
from all around Europe and many high level politicians and 
also we had special guests from Ukraine. Th e event was a 
big success for EDS and our Ukrainian friends for whom 
we organized a lot of private meetings and gathered a lot of 
donations estimated more than 50 000 euro. 

Meanwhile we held our Annual Meeting in which Mr. 
Todor Guntchev was reelected as a Chairman and Mr. 

Rayno Stoyanov was elected for Secretary General of FISS 
and reelected for International Secretary and member of 
the Executive Bureau. And in 12th of March our mother 
organization Union of the Democratic Forces held National 
Conference in which new Executive Board was elected. 
Former FISS Executive Bureau member Ms. Miglena 
Goranova was elected as Vice-chairwoman of UDF. 

Mr. Stoyanov attended the following EDS CM in Krakow, 
Poland and also participated at the EPP Conference in 
Rotterdam, Nederland with Chairman of FISS and other 
FISS members in the UDF delegation. 

On 10th of June in Sofi a, Bulgaria FISS organized the 5th 
Anniversary of the erection of Ronald Reagan’s monument 
at “Ronald Reagan” alley in Sofi a’s South Park who was 
placed there by the FISS member Georgi Nenkov’s initiative. 
We hosted international delegation and a lot of Bulgarian 
high level politicians, diplomats, academics and also the U.S. 
ambassador in Bulgaria. 

FISS Bulgaria

Federation of Independent Student Societies

In 2021 Bulgaria went through a political crisis because of the 
incapability of the elected parties in the National Assembly 
to form a government. Th ere were three times of National 
Assembly elections in Bulgaria throughout 2021.

During the elections in 2021 MGERB was a key factor in 
all regions and more than 100 /one hundred/ members 
of MGERB took part in National Assembly election lists. 
National Assembly elections took place on 4th April 2021, 
11th July 2021 and 14th November 2021.

During the year MGERB conducted many events and 
initiatives on regional level. Th e members of MGERB in Sofi a, 
Smolyan, Varna, Vratsa and Bourgas led donation campaigns 
for the people in Ukraine and the Ukrainian refugees, who 

came to Bulgaria.

In the end of August 2021 MGERB held Annual General 
Meeting. A new National Executive Board of MGERB was 
elected. A member of each 29 regions in Bulgaria was chosen 
to be in the Board. Mr Georg Georgiev was re-elected for a 
Chairman of MGERB. A new board of Vice-Chairs was voted 
as well. MGERB has four Vice-Chairwomen, as it follows:

1. Kristina Yordanova - Vice-Chairwoman of 
Organisational Aff airs;

2. Velmira Valeva - Vice-Chairwoman of International 
Aff airs;

3. Galya Zhelyazkova - Vice-Chairowoman;
4. Alina Stefanova - Vice-Chairwoman.

MGERB Bulgaria

Young Citizens for European Development in Bulgaria 

BOARD MEETINGS

Th e fi rst offi  cial meeting of the National Executive Board of 
MGERB took place in Velingrad, Bulgaria on 1-3 October 
2021. Th e event aimed to meet the newly elected board and 
share the opportunities in front of the members of MGERB. 
Also, the Chairman of GERB Mr. Boyko Borissov attended 
the event and gave his instructions of proceeding the future 
work of MGERB.
At the end of October, all regions took their regional 
meetings and all 29 regions voted for new National 
Management Board of MGERB. Th e newly elected National 
Management Board of MGERB was approved by the 
National Executive Commission of Political Party of GERB.
On 26-28 November the newly elected National Executive 
Board and National Management Board of MGERB took a 
training under the motto “New Generation MGERB”, which 
took place in Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria. Th e main direction 
of the event was to share know-how methods for the new 
Board, to exchange ideas between the regions and meet 
the Board members with the expectations of the party for 
their future work. Th e lectures during the event were held 
by the Chairman of MGERB Mr. Georg Georgiev, the Head 
of GERB PR center - Mrs. Sevdalina Arnaudova and the 
National Coordinator of GERB Mr. Nikola Nikolov.

MGERB WINTER UNIVERSITY 2021

MGERB Winter University 2021 “We Stand Together” took 
place in Hisarya, Bulgaria on 2527 February. Participants 
from all over Bulgaria took part in the University. Th ere 
were more than 250 youth members of GERB. Th e event was 
the biggest event of the whole party since the restrictions 
due to Covid-19 pandemic. Mr. Boyko Borissov was an 
integral part of the event. Also, the main topic was the war 
in Ukraine and our solidarity to our Ukrainian friends. Th e 
main lecturers of the Winter University were Mr. Stoycho 
Stoychev, a political scientist, who spoke about the political 
unprincipledness in the country. MEP Andrey Novakov 
spoke about the current status of Bulgaria on the European 
scene and all the consequences aft er the mistakes made 
from the current government. Th e political scientist prof. 
Rumyana Kolarova led a lecture about the situation of 
Bulgaria aft er 3 /three/ times of National Assembly elections 
in 2021. Mr. Antoniy Galabov, Mr. Tomislav Donchev and 
Prof. Antoaneta Hristova focused the attention on the young 
leaders in Bulgaria and the political profi le of the nowadays 
leaders.

Delegates from MGERB took part in EDS WU 2022, which 
was held in Sofi a, Bulgaria. During the Winter University 
MGERB organized a meeting with the Chairman of GERB 
Mr. Boyko Borissov with Dinara and Iryna, representatives 
from Ukraine, who needed support from Bulgaria due to the 
war and the Russian attacks. Mr Boyko Borissov promised 
support for the girls and for Ukraine. MGERB launched an 
action to search for military facilities and in just one day 
we managed to realize the support with which the girls 

returned to Ukraine. In addition to this, Mr. Bormsov 
required youths from GERB to drive Irina and Dinara to 
the Ukrainian border, which shows our empathy and quick 
response in action at all levels.

Th e Summer University 2022 is going to be taken at the end 
of August 2022.

REGIONAL ACADEMIES

Regional Academies are distinctive feature of MGERB 
events. At the beginning of December 2021 MGERB took 
the fi rst Regional Academy in the last two years /due to 
pandemic issues/ in Pamporovo, Bulgaria. Th e slogan of 
the Academy was: “Opportunities and Challenges of Young 
People”. Th ere were 5 /fi ve/ regions that took part in the 
Academy: Smolyan, Plovdiv, Plovdiv distinct, Kardzhali and 
Pazardzhik with more than 60 participants. Th e Chairman 
of the Youth Conservative Club Mr. Christian Shkvarek, the 
political analyst Mr Anton Todorov, the Deputy Chairman 
of the YCC Mr Dragomir Mladenov, the Constitutionalist 
Mr. Lubomir Talev, the Chief Executive Offi  cer of the 
Sofi a Municipal Agency for Privatization and Investment 
(SOAPI) Mrs Maria Hristova were some of the main 
speakers during the event. Also, offi  cial guest of the MGERB 
Regional Academy were Mr. Boyko Borissov, MEP Asim 
Ademov, MP and Member of the Executive Commission 
of GERB Mr. Daniel Mitov, the Head of the Parliamentary 
Group of GERB Mrs. Desislava Atanasova, etc.

Th e fi rst Regional Academy in 2022 was led in Stara 
Zagora, Bulgaria on 27-29 May, 2022. As it was right aft er 
the Europe day /9th May/, the Academy was under the 
motto “Th e Heart of Europe” and all the participants from 
Stara Zagora, Sliven, Bourgas, Yambol, Gabrovo and Varna 
realized an initiative named “Th e Heart of Europe Beats in 
Stara Zagora”. Th e event speakers were Mr. Rosen Yordanov 
/social psychologist/, Mr. Martin Danovski /Institutional 
entrepreneur and former chairman of the State Agency for 
Scientifi c Research and Innovation/, the political scientist 
Tatyana Burudzhieva. Mr. Boyko Borissov also attended the 
event.

MGERB EVENTS

On 6th September Bulgaria marks the unifi cation of 
Eastern Rumelia with the Principality of Bulgaria. MGERB 
celebrated the event in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, where more 
than 180 members of MGERB attended together with 
the Chairman of GERB Mr. Boyko Borissov. At the end 
of September MGERB hosted an event in Perperikon /
Kardzhali region/, Bulgaria. Around 200 members of 
MGERB attended the event.

In March 2022, GERB held a report-election meeting. 
Delegates from all over the country attended the event, a 
large part of whom were the youth of GERB.



8786

Council meetings were held in each regional structure to 
elect local Board. Many of the young people of MGERB took 
leading positions at the local level in their regions.

АЙ£г the restrictions in the European Parliament and 
throughout Europe were loosen, the MEPs invited young 
people from MGERB to visit the European Parliament. 
From May until now, more than 50 young people have 
visited the EP. More visits to come.

Mr. Boyko Borissov visits diff erent region in Bulgaria each 
weekend. Representatives of MGERB are right next to him 
in all his visits. Our connection to the Board of GERB is 
really important and we are happy and grateful for the 
chance to share that MGERB is gaining more and more 
popularity and sympathizers.

Over the years, MGERB has proven itself as the largest youth 

structure of a political party in Bulgaria. All of the above 
mentioned proves how much the political party cares about 
MGERB and that we do not stop developing and growing, 
as well as preparing personnel for the future government 
structures of Bulgaria. MGERB has mayors, deputy mayors, 
municipal councilors, Eps and MEPs.

In March 2022, right before the Winter University of EDS, 
our leader and the former Prime Minister of Bulgaria Mr. 
Boyko Borissov was unlawfully arrested. Young people from 
all over the country went to Sofi a to support Mr. Borisov and 
were by his side until he was released from custody.

Th is report was made in conjunction with the EDS Summer 
University 2022, Cyprus. Velmira Valeva

Vice-Chairwoman of International Aff airs MGERB, 
Bulgaria

Last 12 months were for our organisation full of activities. 

In September 2021 Mladí konzervativci (MK) celebrated 

30 years of its existence. Th e annual event took place in 

Brno, where Young Conservatives were in 1991 established. 

We are glad that the leaders of our partner party attended 

this event – Občanská demokratická strana (ODS) and 

international guests.

A month later, we celebrated extraordinary electoral success 

of SPOLU (TOGETHER) coalition, which was formed by 

three centre-right parties including ODS. SPOLU coalition 

managed to win the national elections and send the 

populistic party ANO 2011 to the opposition. Five of our 

members stood as candidates on the lists in Prague, South-

Moravian, Moravian-Silesian and Plzeň region. Many of our 

colleagues also volunteered during the campaign.

In January, our delegates met in Olomouc for the 25th 

congress of Mladí konzervativci. Incumbent Chairman 

David Vančík was re-elected, Jan Hroudný took the 

position of the fi rst Vice-Chairman. In April we attended 

the 30th Congress of ODS in Prague, which re-elected PM 

Petr Fiala as a Chairman of ODS. Mladí konzervativci are 

also cooperating with Bavarian Hans Seidel Foundation 

(HSS) on many interesting projects for youth and with our 

partners from the V4 region we organised series of lectures 

within Visegrad Academy of Cultural Diplomacy.

Mladí konzervativci also regularly organise summer and 

winter universities with distinguished guests – such as MPs, 

MEPs, mayors or experts from various fi elds. Th is summer 

we are going to maximally focus on the upcoming local 

elections, where dozens of our members are running not 

only for the positions of the members of the assemblies but 

mayoral positions as well. We are also looking forward to 

future cooperation with our friends from EDS!

MK Czech Republic

Mladí  konzervativci

In the period from July 2021 to June 2022, numerous 

changes occurred in the organizational structure of Hrvatska 

akademska zajednica (HAZ). Karlo Kolesar is elected as 

the new President of the organisation for a mandate of 

two years, while the position of International Secretary 

transformed into Offi  ce for International Aff airs that is 

coordinated by the assigned National Vice-President. HAZ 

also established a National Offi  ce for Public Relations and 

passed the new Rulebook on student organizational forms. 

All student organisational forms conducted extraordinary 

elections in order to abide by the new rules. 

Since HAZ works as an organisation with both student 

and alumni pillars, it is worth mentioning that our alumni 

member Davor Filipović got appointed as the Minister of 

Economy and Sustainable Development while our student 

member Filip Marinović got elected as the President of the 

Croatian Student Council of Universities and University 

Colleges of Applied Sciences thus continuing the tradition 

as the 5th President from HAZ in a row.

In this working year main focus was the new Croatian 

Law on higher education and science. Th is act directly 

regulates everything that HAZ advocates for, so it is no 

surprise we organised a plethora of initiatives to promote 

our opinions. Another point of great interest were defi nitely 

the unfortunate events in Ukraine. Ukraine was in fact the 

fi rst country to acknowledge Croatia when it declared its 

independence from the Yugoslavian federation in 1990s. 

Th erefore, HAZ deeply sympathizes with the people of 

Ukraine and condemn all aggressive activities what we 

expressed in a form of a Declaration.

In terms of project activities, HAZ is recording a signifi cant 

momentum. Th e number of annual activities increased by 

150% and HAZ organisations from diff erent parts of Croatia 

started organising joint projects such as the National 

Medical Congress that took place in four diff erent cities. 

We also did another edition of our yearly Student Academy 

in partnership with Hanns Siedel Stift ung foundation. Th is 

year we focused on simulating negotiations on the Croatian 

Law of Students Councils. Overall, aft er a somewhat slow 

two years in the corona pandemic, HAZ has gradually 

returned to its prior level of activity.

HAZ Croatia

Hrvatska akademska zajednica

Th e working year 2021-2022 has consisted of many exciting 
events. 

Konservative Studerende participated in the danish 
university elections and did great across the danish 
universities. 

Konservative Studerende had a change of leadership as 
Magnus Von Dreiager was offi  cially elected for Chairman 
of Konservative Studerende, and Tobias Stendal Nielsen was 
offi  cially elected as Secretary General. 

Konservative Studerende has been actively expanding the 
organisation with numerous campaigns and thus seen an 
increase in membership. 

Konservative Studerende is very active in NKSU and EDS, 
and has been very satisfi ed with their relations to such 
umbrella organisations.

KS Denmark

Konservative Studerende
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In 2022 a new board was elected. Ines Vapper is the 
Chairman of ResPublica. Other elected board members 
are: Cornelia Kangur, Karl Sander Kase, Mikko Kuusk, 
Sten Rokicki, Aleksander Oksmann, Alexandra Rosenfeldt. 
International Secretary is Sigrid Nuutre and Secretary 
General is Kristjan Ühtid.

In local election were held in 78 districts across Estonia. 
Th e party Isamaa achieved the 4th highest election result 
with 8,4 % of the vote. Isamaa Noorteühendus ResPublica 
managed to put out more canditates than in the previous 
2 local elections. Th e national election will take place in 
March 2023.

Our members have been active in showing support to 
Ukraine. Th is can be seen in organising the joint resolution, 
which was signed by all the political youth organizations in 
Estonia.

For the fi rst time this decade an organized joint meeting 
between political youth organisations and the President of 
Estonia Alar Karis took place. During the meeting diferent 
proposals with regards to education policy, environment 
and other topics were discussed.

Our members have been active mostly in education related 
debates and public discussions. Th is includes showing 
support to education reform with regards to transissioning 
from a 2 language school system to a unitary schoolsystem 
where estonian is the main language in schools, which are 
publicly fi nanced. Th is is opposed to the system we have 
now where aft er 30 years of independence there are tens of 
publicly fi nanced schools where curriculums are in russian. 
Also, as in previous two years, we stood in defence of 
preserving the mandatory exams aft er middleschool.

COVID-19 put on hold some of the organization plans, 
but we still managed to organize meetings and web-based 
events.

Th ere have been several changes in Estonian politics. In 
June 2022 the government between the liberaal Reform 
party and the centrist fell and from July 2022 a new coalition 
was formed between the liberal Reform party, Conservative 
Isamaa and the Social Democrats. Th e new coalition has 
ambitious plans with regards to education reform, defence 
policy and energy crisis. 

ResPublica, Estonia

Isamaa Noorteühendus ResPublica

Th e working year of 2021-2022 was fi lled with great success 
and new beginnings. Th e autumn was full of preparations 
for Student Union Elections. During the start of 2022 we 
were actively working with Kokoomus during the fi rst 
county elections in Finland and the 2021-2022 term was 
fi nished by the party congress of Kokoomus.  

During autumn of 2021, Student Union Elections were held 
in almost all Universities in Finland, except in the Student 
Union of the University of Helsinki and the Student Union 
of the University of Tampere. Elections were held also in 
all Universities of Applied Sciences. TK Finland supported 
local associations and candidates by campaigning on the 
spot, providing materials and support. Also, a project 
employee was hired for the elections to assist the Secretary 
General and local associations. In the elections TK Finland 
achieved a huge success gaining 13 new seats all over the 
country and continuing the streak of good performance in 
all elections.

In November 2021, the new board for 2022 was elected 
in the Annual Meeting. A new President and two Vice-
Presidents were elected for two-year terms, and seven other 
members of the National Board were elected for one-year 
terms. Ms. Nea Nättinen was chosen to be the Chairwomen 
of the Board, and the new International Secretary Mr. Oskari 

Heinonen was elected. Mr. Joonas Pulliainen continued in 
his position of Secretary General.

In January TK Finland worked actively in the fi rst ever 
county elections in Finland. TK had a lot of candidates 
all over the country, and we worked hard to support these 
candidates. Kokoomus ended up winning the election and 
our candidates achieved great results and even seats in the 
countycouncils.

In July 2022 Kokoomus held its party congress which TK 
Finland attended with great success. We prepared almost 30 
motions and our local organizations even more. Nearly ten 
of them were passed as offi  cial policies for Kokoomus. We 
also gathered a lot of media coverage with our motions and 
even got attention from national media.

With all of this in mind you can say that TK Finland has had 
a successful year and has continued the excellent trajectory 
in almost all of our important fi elds. On top of all the success 
in elections TK Finland has managed to develop its events 
and support for its local organisations. Th is has led to good 
growth in TK Finland´s membership numbers. TK Finland 
has also been able to continue to push its members to 
multiple important roles in Finnish political organisations 
and positions of power.  

TK FINLAND

Student Union of the National Coalition Party Tuhatkunta / 

Kokoomuksen Opiskelijaliitto Tuhatkunta ry
Th is past year we have faced an unprecedented plethora 
of challenges. From the spread of new COVID-19 variants 
and Russia’s war against Ukraine, to the severe energy 
crises and sky-rocketing cost of living, young people across 
Europe are sceptical as to what the future holds for them. 
Th e government led by the Prime Minister and leader of 
Nea Dimokratia (New Democracy), Kyriakos Mitsotakis 
succeeded to eff ectively deliver on his promise to the Greek 
people, despite the global challenges. 

Simultaneously, long-term proposals of DAP-NDFK 
aimed at modernising and upgrading the quality of higher 
education institutions and increasing their extroversion are 
taking shape with the new education bill of the government 
of Kyriakos Mitsotakis. For the fi rst time in Greece students 
can pursue interdisciplinary and dual degrees between 
university departments of the same or other institutions, 
both inside and outside Greece, including programmes such 
as “internal Erasmus”, professional postgraduate degrees 
and industrial doctorates.

DAP-NDFK also actively participated in volunteering 
activities, supporting groups in need, organising blood 
donations and engaging in environmental actions. Further, 
DAP-NDFK held a variety of informative campaigns both 
on and off  campuses about COVID-19 and the importance 

of vaccination, the eff ects on the EU due to the war and 
humanitarian aid towards Ukraine. 

DAP-NDFK also successfully partook in the 13th Congress 
of ONNED, alongside many international partners from 
across Europe, demonstrating the signifi cance of our 
common European ties. During the congress, 88,6% of 
delegates supported the newly elected President of ONNED 
Mr. Orfeas Georgiou. Th e new ONNED executive board was 
appointed by the President of ONNED, with Mr. Kyriazis 
Sotiriou as Head of DAP-NDFK and Mr. Vassilis Sakellaris 
as Secretary of International Relations of ONNED, 
alongside Mr. Vassilis Kessidis and Ms. Marina Christaki as 
his deputies.

Aft er two years of absence of the electoral process due to the 
pandemic, students are regaining their voice as campus life 
returns to normal. Supported by 45,8% of students nationally, 
DAP-NDFK remains the largest student organisation across 
Greek universities for the 34th consecutive time.

Th e International Relations Board of ONNED managed to 
organise numerous hybrid events with organisations across 
the EU, allowing DAP-NDFK to place a strong emphasis on 
building relations and strengthening our common ties.

From July 2021 until June 2022

Elections:

Th e RCDS got actively involved in the election campaign 
in several German federal states; local groups of the RCDS 
sustained and contributed to a successful outcome of the 
elections.

Policy:

20.05.2022 - Chairwoman Franca Bauernfeind spoke at the 
German Bundestag as an expert in front of the Education 
Committee in regard to a new legislative proposal regarding 
the state fi nancial help for students at the time of their 
education.

Domestic Aff airs

22-24. April GVK 2022 - Group Chairman’s Conference in 
Göttingen -Every year the RCDS has its annual meeting to 

discuss and approve collective resolutions that are going 
to serve the lobby work of the organisation in the next 
year. Th is year the meeting took place in the historical city 
Göttingen.

International Aff airs

15.06.2022 - Th e vice-Chairman of the RCDS Bruno 
Felgentreu spoke in front of the European Parliament 
Committee on Culture and Education in regard to the social 
changes for European students as a direct consequence of 
Brexit and the United Kingdom leaving Erasmus+.

Changes in the Presidency of the organisation

Th e RCDS had one annual national election event that took 
place in Berlin. Franca Bauernfeind was elected Chairman 
of the organisation. Jonas Neuhoff , Bruno Felgentreu, 
Alexander Wöhler and Jan Plambeck became Vice-
Chairmen.

DAP-NDFK Greece

Demokratiki Ananeotiki Protoporia - Nea Demokratiki Fittiki Kinisi

RCDS Germany

Ring Christlich-Demokratischer Studenten
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GDS between 2021 and 2022 has carried out several 
initiatives, conferences and campaigns around Italy 
strengthening its role in the national and international 
student association scenario. In a diffi  cult moment for the 
European Union, we stayed committed to our mission to 
spread European and Transatlantic values among students, 
young professionals and young generations in general.

With the De Gasperi foundation and in collaboration 
with NATO PDD we organized the project “Young Voices 
Against Disinformation”, a project aimed at promoting 
awareness on disinformation, fake news, malign 
information and information warfare and the negative 
eff ects these phenomena can have on NATO countries. Th e 
project involved a total of more than 600 young people, 
international experts, representatives from international 
institutions and private stakeholders from Italy and Europe. 
By organizing trainings, practical laboratories, a cycle of 
webinars and thanks to the launch of a targeted social media 
campaign we were also able to promote the role NATO is 
playing in countering the threats and menaces coming from 
the above-mentioned phenomena.

With the De Gasperi Foundation we also continued to 
work on the project “Freedom aNATOmy”, mapping NATO 
eff orts across the world, with the aim to make young people 

more aware of the importance of this institution, its bodies, 
missions, operating procedures and its relations with the 
most important international organizations, the United 
Nations, the EU and the OECD. 

Always in collaboration with the De Gasperi Foundation we 
organized the Political Training School “EU People 2021”. 
Over 750 young people and more than 150 speakers took 
part in the works and activities of the school which aims 
at improving the knowledge of the participant on topics 
related to democracy, economy and geopolitics.  

Finally, the project “Security and Defence Days” in 
collaboration with the Wilfried Martens Centre, NATO 
PDD and the De Gasperi Foundation, was - in the fi rst part 
of 2022 - one of the most successful activities organized by 
GDS. Th e project which consisted in the organization of a 
series of conferences and roundtables involved 300 students 
from diff erent Italian and European universities, saw the 
participation of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
and other high-level representatives from international 
institutions, political parties of the EPP family, private 
stakeholders and academic experts. 

GDS, Italy

Generazioni di Studenti

In the 17th Congress of Fidelitas, the members re-elected 
Boglárka Illés as its president for another two years. Th e 
main decision-making body of Fidelitas entrusted seven 
national vice-presidents with the management of certain 
specialist areas of the organization.

Fidelitas support the government’s economic measures. 
Older people will get their 13th month pension back, and 
those under 25 will be exempt from social security.Young 
employees under the age of 25 are exempt from personal 
income tax from the 1st of January 2022. Th is measure of 
the government is likely to have a number of benefi cial 
eff ects, on one hand working abroad for fi nancial reasons 
are expected to be less attractive, on the other hand this 
step is going to be eff ective to prepare the youth fi nancially 
for their life aft er university. It is further proof that young 
people can only count on Fidesz and Fidelitas. Th anks 
to the government’s decision, they can have up to 50,000 
HUF more money per month, and more than half a million 

HUIF at the end of the year, with a total of 140 billion HUF 
remaining with young people. Th e government helps young 
people get started with a number of measures.

We stood up for our friends in Transcarpathia. In the 
current situation, our friends across the border also need the 
most help in controlling the pandemic. So we restructured 
the purpose of our charity campaign and continued 
our fundraising campaign. Donations were used for the 
purchase of medical supplies and equipment. Th e governing 
parties and Fidelitas have strengthened our relationships 
and helped our friends.

Th e members of Fidelitas participated in the parliamentary 
elections’ campaign again, we took an enormous part of 
it, not only in person but also online. All the groups were 
helped a lot. Fidesz-KDNP achieved a historic victory in 
the parliamentary elections, as defeated the whole united 
opposition with a majority of 2/3. 

Fidelitas Hungary

Fidelitas

Aft er a rather diffi  cult pandemic period, a live conference 

was held in December where a new chairman and board 

were elected.

Th ey are now working on various activities and events. 

Also when the pandemic was over,  we easily came back to 

live communication and seized the opportunity to hold live 

events such as: protests, discussions, lectures.

Adding on to that JKL participated in numerous support 

campaigns for Ukraine. We helped Ukraine with the 

challenges it is still facing, we helped to try to get rid of 

Russian propaganda, we created posters and protested. We 

helped raise awareness to this devastating situation. 

Furthermore, together with the U.S. Embassy in Lithuania, 

we gave several lectures  in the regions about domestic 

violence, and helped teenagers who needed our help. We also 

organized the campaign “Jeans Day” which was  dedicated 

not only to commemorating the atrocities in Ukraine, it is a 

day that speaks out against sexual assault.

JKL Lithuania

Jaunųjų Konservatorių Lyga

In 2021 and 2022, there were no and there aren’t any 

elections planned. Nevertheless, in 2023, in Luxembourg 

will take place national and municipal elections. Th e pre-

election campaign is at its beginning and already has 

eff ects on our work as CSJ-SaS, as we are taking positions 

concerning the higher education.

Some of the topics we took position to and which are 

noteworthy in our role as student representatives of our 

party are: a resolution with the objective of restructuring 

the formation of medical staff . Luxembourg must deal with 

shortage of manpower in the medical domain, as the higher 

medical education isn’t really developed in Luxembourg. 

As CSJ-SaS we proposed to strengthen the formation of 

qualifi ed people in Luxembourg and be  less dependent on 

other countries. Moreover, we had a meeting with Claude 

Wiseler, president of CSV, Christophe Hansen, MEP and 

general secretary of CSV and Isabel Wiseler-Lima, MEP 

to discuss about the future of our party and the future of 

our international commitment in EDS and elsewhere. 

Furthermore, we have some ongoing working groups and 

“smaller” activities, as well as we are lobbying and in touch 

with our mother party CSV, and other student organisations, 

trying to defend the interests of students and pupils, which 

our organization is responsible of, too. 

As starting shot to our pre-election campaign, the whole 

party completely changed its visual identity. Part of these 

transformations is a new logo, which we already placed on 

top of this annual report.  

CSJ Luxembourg 

Chrëschtlech-Sozial Jugend
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Studenti Demokristjani Maltin, also known as SDM, was 

founded back in 1974 as a student political organisation. 

Th is organisation aims to represent students mainly through 

the discussion of ongoing local and international aff airs and 

by upholding campaigns in order to strengthen its position 

when contesting in school council elections.

Elections contested:

SDM as an organisation generally contests two elections 

every year. Th e fi rst election that SDM contested is the 

‘KSJC’ - Kunsill Studenti Junior College’ election which was 

held in November 2021. 

Junior College is a post-secondary school, which educates 

students ranging from the age of 16 to 18 aft er they 

conducted their O’level Examinations. Th is election is 

contested by SDM every year by presenting eight candidates, 

running against another eight candidates from the student 

political organisation, Pulse. 

Th e campaign presented during this election, ‘Strive for 

Change’, aimed to portray the change that SDM will bring 

about if elected since there was a need for change in the 

KSJC aft er a number of years under the same student 

political organisation. Th is idea of change was introduced 

to the students through a manifesto compiled of seventy-

four proposals which our prospective council would have 

worked on if they were elected. Unfortunately, the result 

was not in favour of our organisation and SDM lost by 500+ 

discrepancy.

Th e following election SDM contested was the University’s 

council election (Kunsill Studenti Universitarji - KSU), last 

held in May 2022. Th is election is usually solely contested 

by SDM, however this year an independent candidate 

contested the role of International Offi  ce and SDM was 

successful, winning the election held online by 543 votes.

Th e campaign the organisation promoted to the students 

for KSU was ‘L-Għajta Tiegħek’, which was a campaign 

purposed to portray our ideas to the students and to show 

that although we have been in the council for a number of 

years consecutively, SDM is still present and SDM is still 

very much in touch with the students in order to make 

their voice heard for the fi nest experience within their 

years at the University of Malta. Our ideas presented during 

this campaign were explained to the students through a 

manifesto of one hundred and twelve proposals.

Campaign: Sharing A Smile

‘Sharing A Smile’, is a campaign which was held in October 

2021, where the organisation collaborated with a Maltese 

charity organisation, ‘Smiling with Jerome’. Th is charity 

provides support to cancer patients and their relatives, 

specifi cally children. Th e organisation, with the help of 

Junior College students, collected funds that were then 

given to the charity organisation with the aim of giving 

back to those who need help the most. Th is shows how the 

organisation is not solely purposed for contesting elections, 

however also aims to give back to society through youths, 

showing the compassion and empathy adopted by this 

generation of individuals.

Campaign: Believe and Achieve

‘Believe and Achieve’, is a campaign held also in October 

2021, precisely during Freshers’ week of both the 

institutions of the University of Malta and Junior College. 

A campaign aimed to help new students commencing their 

education at both institutions to manage their new learning 

environment. Th is was done by providing information 

about the institutions via stands in the main area of the 

University, and via our members within Junior College. Th e 

organisation provided freshers’ packs with informational 

leafl ets, stationery and tours of the buildings.

International trips:

As members of the European Democratic Students, SDM 

was invited to participate in the Council Meeting and Study 

Mission in Krakow. Our President and Human Resources 

offi  cer were present at this council. Here, the war between 

Ukraine and Russia was discussed, followed by a visit to the 

border of Ukraine in order to understand and sympathise 

with the Ukrainian people as well as observe the European 

Union’s solidarity with the attacked country.

SDM - Malta

Studenti Demokristjani Maltin

National Elections

PAS Youth has taken a leading role in the electoral 
campaign for the early parliamentary elections taking 
place in the Republic of Moldova on July 11, 2021, aft er 
President Maia Sandu dissolved the legislature on April 
28, 2021.

More than 550 young people were involved in the 
campaign, in all 35 regions of the country. As a result, the 
Party of Action and Solidarity has won 52,80% of the votes 
(63 mandates in the Parliament). 

Policies

• Multiple noteworthy policies were promoted and 
adopted thanks to the eff orts of the PAS Youth 
members (young Parliament representatives):

• Cultural vouchers - digital tickets, with monetary 
equivalent, to be awarded to young people in 
Moldova when they turn 16, to go to concerts, 
theaters, museums.

• Th e remuneration of athletes will be regulated by 
law. One of the main provisions of the bill is the 
doubling of scholarships for performance athletes. 

• To promote reading, our young MPs, the president 
of PAS Youth, Eugeniu Sinchevici draft ed and voted 
to reduce the VAT on e-books and audio books. 

• We have increased 5 times more of the amount 
provided in the 2022 state budget for hygiene in 
schools. 

Campaigns

• Fighting the phenomenon of bullying, we have 
introduced of the term “bullying” in the Moldovan 
education code.

• For Easter, PAS Youth collected hygiene products & 
food, to help socially vulnerable families in 2 cities.

• Th e national campaign of greening the country by 
planting trees, named “We are making Moldova 
younger”, which took place in autumn 2021 and 
spring 2022.

• A school campaign to prepare young people for the 
fi nal high school exams.

• Th e  night public transport in Chisinau Campaign 
- we have asked the municipal authorities to extend 
the schedule of the main routes until later and to 
introduce a diff erentiated tariff  aft er 23:00. In 10 
days, we collected more than 1500 signatures.

• Moldova’s integration within the European Union. 
Several activities have been conducted within this 
campaign (meetings with European MPs, local 
cultural events for young people).

• A campaign to raise awareness about suicide 
(fl ashmob on April 18, video spot and professional 
guidance for teenagers). 

International Aff airs

• Th e Secretary General of PAS Youth, Alina Dandara, 
represented our organization at the Open World 
(US Congress Program) between the 3rd and 15th 
of May in Albay, NY, USA.

• Also, Alina has participated at the Conference 
organized by European Democrat Students, in 
Krakow, between May 19 and 22: “We spoke on 
behalf of Moldova about the commitments we have 
made and the progress we are making as a country 
internationally.”

• Between April 6-8, 2022, Costel Bocancea - PAS 
Youth member - participated in a study visit on the 
eve of the French presidential elections organized by 
the Schuman Institute in Paris, France.

• Our young MP Ana Calinici, as President of the 
parliamentary group of friendship with the Republic 
of Latvia, hosted the visit of the Latvian ambassadors 
to the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova.

• In the last November, our young people participated 
in the third module of the Conference “Rule of Law 
Academy for Eastern Partnership countries”, with 
the theme “Inclusiveness for Good Governance”. 
Trainers from Northern Macedonia, Albania and 
Croatia addressed the most pressing current issues.

Pas Youth, Moldova



9594

Government and elections: 

Th e Norwegian conservative party was the leading member 

of a coalition government from 2013. Th e coalition was 

based in a platform made by the Liberal Party, the Christian 

Democratic Party, the Conservative Party and the Progress 

Party. Th e government was made up by these parties and 

gave support to prime minister Erna Solberg. Aft er the 

election in 2021 it was a clear majority for a left -side 

government, and the conservative party entered opposition. 

Nowadays the Conservative Party is preparing towards the 

local elections I 2023 and working to place the party in a 

position to win back power in the biggest cities, and a main 

goal of reaching 200 mayors around the country. 

Conservative Students:

Since the last meeting a new executive board has been 

elected in the organization. We thank the outgoing executive 

board for a fantastic eff ort and good results, even with a 

global pandemic during their period. During the national 

convention in 2022 Erlend Eikeland Uthaug was elected as 

the chairman, aft er Andreas Oft edal who had the position 

as Chairman for four years. Kaia Bergeland Kjos and Emilie 

Nordstrøm was elected vice Chairmen. Ivar Fossberg Aulie 

was elected as the international secretary and Mathias 

Hofgaard Bjørgung as a member of the executive board. 

During the national convention we debated a new justice 

program and a new fi nancial program, which both included 

high quality suggestions which we can use to infl uence 

overall polices of the Norwegian Conservative Party.

During the period the Conservative Students celebrated 

60 years with a dinner where members from all over the 

country attended, and guests from diff erent periods of our 

organization. 

Th e organization have been developing policies on a broad 

scale, with many promising solutions to both national and 

international subjects. Th e policy-development have been an 

important part of the organizational work, and even though 

the covid-19 pandemic made meetings and conventions 

nearly impossible the political and organizational work have 

not been altered. Th is is exemplifi ed by the many polices 

the Conservative Party included from our resolutions and 

political program.  

Th e period has overall been a good period for the 

organization. Th e Conservative Students in Norway are 

attracting new members, developing policies of high quality 

and is an infl uential part of the Norwegian Conservative 

Party. 

HS Norway

Høyres Studenter

July 2, 2022 – SMD Poland members participated in the 

convent of the Civic Planform (PO) in Radom, Poland. PO is 

the mother party of SMD Poland. Th e convent inaugurated 

unoffi  cial electoral campaign that is about to prepare the 

party for the elections in 2023 (local and national) and 

2024 (European). Th e party is led by Donald Tusk – former 

President of the EPP, Council of Europe and former Polish 

Prime Minister.

May19-22 2022 – SMD Poland and its Secretary for 

International Cooperation with EDS organized a Council 

Meeting and study mission to Poland and the Polish-

Ukrainian border. During the study mission, EDS members 

visited refugee centres in Kraków, reception points in 

Przemyśl and the Polish-Ukrainian border in Medyka. 

Around 40 EDS members participated in the study mission 

to Poland.

March and April 2022 – Fundraising for Ukraine at the 

request of friends from Solidarna Molod. With the funds 

raised, we bought medicines.

February 25, 2022 – SMD Poland organized the Winter 

School (Szkoła Zimowa) for its members in Suwałki, 

Poland. Around 80 young people discussed the role of 

women in politics, EU accession of Ukraine and domestic 

policy issues.

SMD Poland

Stowarzyszenie Młodzi Demokraci 

January 10, 2022 – Public hearing organized in Sejm (lower 

house of the Parliament ) by SMD Poland about scandalous 

education reforms presented by the Minister of Education. 

September 10-12, 2021 – SMD Poland and members of 

the Secretariat for International Cooperation were invited 

to Berlin by RCDS (Ring Christlich-Demokratischer 

Studenten) to help in the CDU’s election campaign. During 

the visit, SMD Poland members met with their counterparts 

from Luxembourg, Slovakia and Ukraine.

August 26 – September 1, 2021 – Members of SMD Poland 

attended and co-organized Campus Polska in Olsztyn, 

Poland. Campus Polska is one of its kind political and 

cultural festival organized by Rafał Trzaskowski, Mayor 

of Warsaw, member of the Civic Platform and former 

presidential candidate. For a week, two thousand young 

people from Poland and abroad had a chance to meet top 

Polish and international politicians, intellectuals, activists 

and artists. Moreover, they participated in over 100 

workshops, debates, discussions and cultural events. EDS 

Council Members were invited and attended the event.

Th e working year 2021-2022 starting in August 2021 with 

the annual electoral assembly of our organisation. Th e 

central Bureau members were elected whilst the re-election 

of our Chairman, Mr Simos I Ioakim was announced on the 

same day. Mr Ioakim shared his future ideas and presented 

the new programme of actions to be implemented during 

the year ahead. 

During the past year, FPK Protoporia as the largest 

student organisation in Cyprus, supported a series of 

concrete proposals on Youth Initiatives, Higher Education, 

Employment Prospects and Environmental Action Plan 

which  were focused at increasing youth participation in 

decision-making processes and improving the country’s 

internal environment.  It is important to note that our 

organisation has been a pioneer for the fi nancial support 

mechanism since the economic crisis as well as against the 

uncertainty surrounding the pandemic, in order to help 

students that need extra support to continue their studies 

and get their degree. 

FPK Protoporia, an organisation that at the core of its aims 

wants to raise awareness on the Cyprus issue, has actively 

participated in several bi-communal events, informative 

campaigns especially concerning international students  

and several activities supported by the government in any 

possible way.

Last year’s elections were, once again, historic for FPK 

Protoporia, who won the elections and further increased 

its overall percentage to 48.05% which secure the majority 

at the executive Bureau of the Cyprus Students National 

Federation for the second time in two consecutive years. 

Following its historic victory, FPK Protoporia was able 

to further its policy proposal and adopt more initiatives 

on a plethora of urgent issues such as the promoting of 

digitalisation, social reforms and green transition by raising 

awareness on the matter through National Federation’s 

events. 

Against a background of ongoing waves of the COVID-19 

pandemic, FPK Protoporia continued its active role in 

providing support to local and international students as well 

as remaining close to every change in Policy that could aff ect 

students, pushing for more progress and improvements in 

the respective subject. 

In terms of the comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus 

issue, the past working year has not been so dynamic in 

relation to the negotiations for a peaceful and viable solution 

due to the stalemate and the Turkish provocations in the 

exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of Cyprus which continue 

up to this day. FPK Protoporia openly condemned these 

provocations in the national and international press and 

worked to deepen the bonds and strategic relations with 

European, American and Middle Eastern organisations.

FPK Protoporia 
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Th e Youth of the Christian Democratic Party in San Marino 
works constantly in order to:

• Organize political training sessions with important 
guests.

• Develop the international relationship.

• Study San Marino’s social issues and problem-solving 
activities.

• Stimulate the parliamentary to resolve the social 
issues through a media campaign.

July 2021

Sara Marinelli has taken the role of co-chair in Women 
Empowerment and Gender Equality during the EDS 
Summer University in Malta.

Carol De Biagi has taken the role of Financial Auditor 
during the YEPP Council in Brussels.

August 2021

We participated to the Christian Democratic Meeting in 
Rimini and we organized the Christian Democratic Party 
Meeting in San Marino.

September 2021

We organized the EDS Skill Training in San Marino. Th e 
topic was “Youth and Democracy”.

October 2021

We organized the YEPP Council Meeting in San Marino. 
Th e topic was “the Youth Perspective”. 

November 2021

We organized the political training session with the 
Adenauer Foundation. Th e guests were parliamentarians 
of San Marino and the topic was “Th e importance of 
democracy”.

Sara Marinelli and Lorenzo Bugli partecipated to the 
Workshop on European Issues organized by the Adenauer 
Fondation in Cadenabbia Residence.

December 2021

We organized the political training session with the 
Adenauer Foundation. Th e guests were parliamentarians of 
San Marino and the topic was “the importance of democracy 
pt 2”.

 January 2022

We exposed the “tesine programmatiche” that id the 
explanation of social issues in San Marino such as 
Employment, Public Debit, Healthy System, Silver 
Economy, etc.

February 2022

Th e president Lorenzo Bugli and the secretary general 
Marco Mularoni participated to the YEPP Council Meeting 
in Rome.

We organize the political training session with the Adenauer 
Foundation. Th e guest was the former Italian Ministry of 
Defense Mario Mauro.

March 2022

We presented our fi rst book: “Th e history of the Christian 
Democratic Youth of San Marino”. Th e book is the story of 
our youth party from the historical event to today.

Sara Marinelli and Lorenzo Bugli participated to the EDS 
Council Meeting in Sofi a.

April 2022

We launched the think tank “Rebuilt the San Marino 
downtown”. Th e aim is to redevelop our historic center 
which has been increasingly abandoned in the recent years. 
We organize the political training session with the Adenauer 
Foundation. Th e guest was the Italian parliamentary 
Alessandro Cattaneo and talked about energy emergency.

Carol De Biagi and Nicola Narcisi partecipated to the Yepp 
Council Meeting in Stockholm.

May 2022

Th e president Lorenzo Bugli participated to the EPP 
Congress in Rottherdam.

We organized the second think tank “Rebuilt the San 
Marino downtown”.

June 2022

We organize the political training session with the Adenauer 
Foundation. Th e guest was the former Italian vice premier 
Marco Follini. He presented his book of Aldo Moro and 
talked about the value of the former Italian Christian 
Democratic Party.

GDC San Marino

Youth of the Christian Democratic Party

� e annual report from July 2021 until June 2022

In the working year 2021-2022, we did not hold any election 

in Slovakia, therefore, our members have not been part of 

any election campaign. However, with the cooperation with 

our long-lasting partner – Hans Seidel Stift ung - some of 

our members are taking part in seminars and workshops 

dedicated to upcoming regional and local elections in 

autumn this year.

In May 2022, the Civic Democratic Youth held a congress, 

where the new leadership was elected. Our honorable 

members have elected a new organization presidency 

headed by a new chairwoman – Simona Chmelíková. 

Alongside an electoral congress, our members celebrated the 

30th anniversary of the establishment of the ODM Slovakia, 

which makes our organization the oldest in Slovakia. For 

the festivities, we invited important alumni members who 

are nowadays active and successful in both the private and 

public sphere. Among other guests, we proudly welcomed 

members of the Slovak parliament, members of the 

European Parliament, members of government, and fi nally, 

our current prime minister Eduard Heger.

Since the last summer, the ODM has held several events – 

the most important was our annual summer university in 

Bratislava, where we welcomed several essential politicians 

from the national and European levels. Numerous experts, 

public servants, and former members attended as well. 

Furthermore, during a pandemic time, our members have 

organized plenty of online discussions on various topics 

such as Th e conference on the future of Europe, confl ict 

zones, the importance of mental health nowadays, the end 

of Central Europe, and many others.

Our international eff ort is being aimed multilaterally 

at the European Democrat Students and bilaterally on 

various cooperation with our center right youth partner 

organizations in diff erent formats. We participated in 

numerous online and offl  ine international events, mostly 

with our German, Austrian, Czech, Ukrainian, and Polish 

friends.

ODM Slovakia

Civic Democratic Youth
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Nuevas Generaciones (“NNGG”) started the working year 

2021-2022 hosting a delegation from Konservative Ungdom, 

our sister organization in Denmark which is also member of 

European Democrat Students. We arranged meetings with 

the Mayor of Madrid, Regional Counselors, Members of the 

European Parliament, and national MPs. 

NNGG also organized some events in collaboration with 

Konrad Adenauer Stift ung chaired by our International 

Secretary, Edelmira Ferri, in diff erent cities as Alicante or 

Murcia. Th ose events were focus on developing skills for 

our members in order to prepare them for the next election 

campaigns. More than 100 members of our organization 

took part in those events.  

We, as NNGG, attended the national convention of our 

mother party, Partido Popular, in October 2020 in Valencia. 

Some prominent European leaders as Kyriakos Mitsotakis 

or Sebastian Kurz gave a speech in such important national 

event. 

Aft er some months, our party suff ered an internal crisis 

which ended with an extraordinary congress of the party 

convened by the national committee. Alberto Núñez Feijóo 

was elected as new leader of the party, we would like to 

highlight that he always supports NNGG while he was 

President of the Galician Region and some of the members 

of their government and the parliament were from NNGG. 

NNGG also strengthened the relationship with students 

organizations as “Libertad Sin Ira” or “S’HA ACABAT!”. 

Both organizations are committed with the freedom 

of expression and democracy in universities which are 

threatened by the violence and coercion of the extreme 

left  and separatist organisations. NNGG has focused its 

eff orts in developing strong roots in universities and has 

established a strategy to increase our presence there and 

recover important institutions. 

NNGG was greatly involved in two regional elections: 

Castilla y León and Andalucía. Our mother party won both 

of them, but the result in Andalucía was impressive. It was 

the fi rst time in history that Partido Popular achieved a huge 

absolute majority in the regional parliament —aft er 40 years 

of socialism—. Andalucía has 8 million inhabitants which 

is the most important region in terms of population. Th is 

region has traditionally been considered as socialist but 

the last four years of a moderate and modern government 

of Partido Popular which has boost the economy, lowered 

taxes and created new jobs, has been rewarded by voters. 

Some of the 58 elected MPs directly came from NNGG and 

most of the regional MPs of Partido Popular were NNGG 

members in their youth. For example, Juanma Moreno, the 

current Andalusian President, was the national president of 

NNGG between 1997 and 2001.

NNGG is organising one of the most important events of 

our history because from 8-10 of July is the 25th anniversary 

of the murdered of Miguel Angel Blanco. He was a member 

of our youth who was killed by the separatist terrorist 

group ETA. We named him as honorary president of our 

organization in order to preserve his memory. 

NNGG Spain

Nuevas Generaciones

During the past year, Studicentro achieved signifi cant 

results, especially as an active member of the Italian Youth 

Forum, in which National President Virgilio Falco got 

elected as part of the Executive Bureau in charge for Foreign 

Aff airs. Th e organization took part in each and every 

EDS event with its delegation composed by Mr. Rodolfo 

Biancheri, EDS Vice chairman, and Mr. Francesco Alimena 

(KAS Scholar). StudiCentro is currently organizing the 

National Assembly which will take place in Rome, Italy 

in 2023. Th e organisation’s commitment towards EDS is 

also demonstrated by the appointment of Mr. Francesco 

Sismondini as Executive Director of the organization. 

StudiCentro has been actively supporting Ukraine trough 

several fundrasing initiatives promoted by individual 

members of the Organization.

Studicentro

Unionestudiantescaeuropa

YCEF is proud to be the youth wing of Conservative 

European Forum, which enjoys the support of over 70 

Conservative Members of Parliament (MPs) and Members 

of the House of Lords and is continuing to make a positive 

impact in the Conservative Party and promote the values of 

pro-Europeanism and One-Nation Conservativism. 

CEF is committed to a strong cooperation with European 

Democrat Students and the Member Organisations within 

our EDS Family and would very much welcome the 

opportunity to host an EDS Conference, along with all 

organisations for an event in the UK during the upcoming 

working year. 

We are delighted to have previously welcomed the EDS 

Bureau for an event in London and we look forward to 

hosting the whole of EDS for our next event. 

YCEF has also been thrilled to be thoroughly involved 

with all activities, groups and actions of EDS throughout 

the past year. We have attended all events, submitted many 

background papers, motions and BullsEye articles, we have 

taken part in all debates, discussions and activities, and we’ve 

had many wonderful experiences with the EDS Family. 

In addition to our work in EDS, we have also organised many 

activities in the UK. We hosted two separate international 

conferences (helping us gain experience for the upcoming 

EDS event in the UK), we’ve also hosted events in all major 

universities, and we have organised panel discussions with 

senior MPs, Lords and Government Ministers on a monthly 

basis. We are looking forward to carrying these skills, 

experiences and contacts forward and to organising joint 

activities with EDS and the Member Organisations within 

our unique Family.

YoungCEF

Conservative European Forum
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Visit us at

Rue du Commerce 10, BE-1000 Brussels, Belgium

Visit our hompage at

edsnet.eu

Like us on Facebook at

facebook.com/edsnet.eu

Follow us on Twitter at

@edsnet

Follow us on Instagram at

@edsnet.eu

Follow us in LinkedIn at

@edsnet

Contact us at

students@epp.org


